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CHANDAMAMA
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WE are very glad to place this 1ssue in

your hands. “Chandamama™ hnas
been appenring in seven Indian laneuages.
Now it hns besun appearing in Enelish too

Evervbody is lfond of stories.  There is a
greal joy in reading or listening (o n mice
story. In olden days some Kings éngaged
story-tellers in order to derive this joy.
Some of the teachers told their pupils tales
of wit and wisdom instead of dry lessons,
And these pupils got really educated by
listening to them,

Those days are gone bul the stories have
remained, “ Chandamama ™ brings o you
these wise, old stories and gives you the
same joy that kingsol old derivad from theis
story-tellers, The charm of the stories is
enhunced by mee and colourful illustrations.
We hope youwsll like this issue immensely.

Yialo 1 JULY 1055 =T |




Moany of vou, no doubt, heard of Noah and his Ark
and the Flood. There is a similar, but slightly different,
story in our mythology. It runs thus:

Vaivaswata, the great Manu., was doing penance on the
banks of the Ganges. One day he lound a small fish
mnside his water bowl. And the fish said, * O Manu,
put me where | shall be sale from bigger fish.”

S50 the Manu put the fish m a small tub and in a few
days the hish was too big for the tub. So he transferred
the fish 1o a small pond. Soon the fish was oo big for
the pond too. The Manu transferred it to the Ganges.

The fish still kept growing. One day it said, * 0O Manu,
Mother Ganges is not deep enough for me. So | am
going out into the open sea. But, before T go, 1 want
to tell you one thing. There is a huge flood coming.
The entire creation will be destroyed. Obtain a boat
and fill it with seeds of all important plants, Get the
Seven Great Rishis into the boat. Then 1 shall come
and help you.”

The Flood came, The Manu obtained a boat and filled
it with all sorts of seeds. He also took into his boat the
Seven Great Rishis. The mighty Fish who was none
other than Lord Vishnu tugged the boat to a Himalayan
peak where it remained tll the Flood receded.

Later, Vaivaswata, the Manu, started recreation on earth.




At the time when Brabmadutt
was the ruler of Banaras, the
Bodhisatva was employed as (he
king's procurator,

The procurntor’'s job was (o
buy the various properties and
commuoditics that were required

for state purposes. He had to be
an expert in estimating the value
ol things.

The Bodhisatva would buy
elephants, horses, gold, silver
and so on for the kingdom and
pay the merchants who brought
them.

As procurator the Bodhisatva
was very capable, so that the
royal stores were always filled
with the right things and the
best things. He was also very
thoughtful und [oreseeing in s
purchases, so that the adminis-

tration was never held up for the
want of a particular commodity
which was urgently needed. He
was also very fair-minded in his
dealings with merchants and tra-
ders from other countries, so thal
Lthe name of Banaras was respec-
ted in far-ofl places.

Now. King Brahmadutt was
a miser, He thought that Tis
procurator was paying too much
for evervthing and squandering
away the state moneys, ** Al this
rate 1 shall be bankrupt in no
e, he said (o himself.

The next act of the king was o
dismiss  the  Bodhisatva  and
appoint some one else in s
place. This he did in the easicst
possible manner. He opened the
window of his chamber and
looked down, There were some

A JATAKA TALE




of his altendants standing about.
He sclected one of them at
random and ordered him to come
up. When this unknown and
insignificant fzllow came up, the
king told him, * From now on
you are my procurator,”

The king hoped that a common
fellow withoul any rank or status
would buy nothing without hig-
gling and hageling and would be
mare economical s pur-
chitses.  But thig particular man
was quite a4 fool and the king
didn’l Know L

The new procurator could not
distinguish between a donkey and

L * - 4 4 * L # L ! &
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a horse, but he was an expert 1n
offering astoundingly low value
lor anything he had to buy.

The merchants who came from
lar off countries could hardly kick
up rows with the king's official.
So they uwsed 1o susiain  huge
losses on state purchases, They
had to make good these losses
somewhere clke,

In his anxiety to buy cheap
things the new procurator bought
uscless and unwanied things

These began to accumulate in the
roval store.

Even when some of
them were stolen no one felt
their loss

The foolish procurator could
not  guess what commodities
would be reguired in the near
future. Administralion was often
held up for want of something
which was urgently needed,
Above all, the name of Banaras
dequired a very bad reputation
abroad and good merchants
stopped gomng to that city for
fear of the procurator.

One day a merchant arrived at
Banaras with five hundred horses

of very good breed. The king

e e e e R
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came to know of it and instructed
his procurator to buy them up.

The procurator called for the
merchant, looked over the horses
and fixed their price—a measure
of nce!

The merchant was astounded
but did not protest. B strmght-
away he sought the Bodhisatva,
the ex-procuralor, and wld him
whit had happened.

" The new procurator seems 10
be a queer person. [ depend
upon you, sir, to sce that | get
justice,” the merchant said.

The Bodhisatva pondered over
the problem for a while and said :

“When you go to court to-
morrow 1o receive the value for
your horses, ask the procurator
what be s gowmng to pay. When
he says, s measure of rice, ask
him wiat the value of 8 measure
of rice is. Let us see what will
happen next. 1 too shall be in
the court.”

The merchant pul his faith in
the Bodhisatva, thanked him and
took his leave,

Next day, in court, the mer-
chant addressed the procurator

B Sy Sy Ay e A e e e CHANDAMAMA

and sad, ** Sir, you bought [rom
me five hundred horses ol the
best variety, May | know before
witnesset what 1 am going to be
pasd lor them 7"

“Why, 0 measure of rice, ol
course. | told you so, yesterday.,™
replicd the procurator.

This reply amazed everyone in
the court, including the king.

The merchant put his next
question, ** And may 1 know be-
fore witnesses what the value of
a measure of rice may be?™

“Ah, anyone can tell you that.
The value of a4 measure of rice is
exactly equal (o the value of the

ot T



kingdom of Banaras and her de-
pendencies,” said the procurator.

Like anyone who 15 considered
to be a pood bargainer the pro-
curator was cxaggeraling  the
value of whai he was peying and
depreciating what he was fuying.
But being a born fool, he overdid
it, That was all,

The entire court resounded
with peels of laughter at the
stupidity of the procurator.

Some of Lhem even made jokes
aboul it by estimating how many
kingdoms each one of them could
buy with rice stored in their
houses; in howmany days a

good eater could pobble up a
kingdom and so on.

The only persons who could
not cnjoy the joke were the
foolish procurator and the as-
humed king who employed him.
When some of the courtiers asked

the procurator to buy them a
couple of palaces for a handful
of rice, the king bent his head in
maortification.

The Bodhisatva decided to pul
a stop to this jocularity. He
stood up and said ;

“Da not mock at a man for his
ignorance. When a man is en-
trusted with a job lor which he
i not qualified he is bound to
make laughmg-stock of himself
sooner or later. It s not this
poor fellow’s fault that he was
made the procurator.”

The king rased his head and
said,  “The fault was mine.
O Bodhisatva, | have learnt my
lesson. No one can do wrong
except the king.™

The king at once removed the
new man from the job ol procu-
rafor and put the Bodhisaiva
back in his place.




il -

WHO |5 THE THIEF?

hile King Prasenajit was rul-

ing the city of Sravasthi, 4
destitute Brahman came to that
city in search of livelihood, For-
tunately for him he found lavour
with the nch merchants there,
Besides enough of food and
clothing, he accumulated a
good d:al of money. He con-
verled all this money into a
thousand gold pieces and

secretly buried it at a certain
place in the woods,

Every day he used to go to
the woods and make sure that
no one Louched his Lreasure,

But one day the Brahman weny
10 the spot as wsual and lound
to his horror that some Jone had
made away with his hoard of
gold. Atonce the poor Brahman
went crazy with sorrow, He ran
to the city crving loudly, beat-
ing his chest and telling every
one¢ that his gold was stolen.
Sceing no one to share his great
sorrow, the Bmhman decided to
fall into the river and end his
wretched life.

King Prasenajit who was
returning from a bath in the river
met him and learnt about the
tragedy that befell the Brahman.

“Why do you wam 1o kil
yourself, O Brabman ? " said the
King. "I am here to inquire into

K. KRISHNAN




any thelt that is committed in
this kingdom., I shall restore
your lost treasure or compensale
you from my treasury. Now, tell
me whether there was any mark
to indicate the spot where you
buried the gold,"

“Yes, sire. There was a wild
cucumber plant over my treasure.
Now that too is gone,” replied
the Brahman,

“There may be many such
plints in the woods. How can
that be a proper mark ?** said
the King.

B R T

“No, sire. This was the only
wild cucumber plant in the entire
vicinity,” the Brahman replied.

* Now, tell me, could any one
have known that you have
hidden your gold in the woods 7"
asked the king.

“Not & soul. Nor did any
one ever follow me to the woods,”
the Brahman replied.

The king went 1o his palice
and thought over the problem ull
he found 2 way to catch the man
who took the gold.

He called his minister and smid
to him, “I do not feel quite
well, 1 should like to see some
doctors. Can you please arrange
to bring to me every doctor in
the city 7™

It was soon done. All the
doctors assembled outside the
king's private chamber. As cach
doctor was ushered in, the king
asked him, * Who are your
present patients 7 What medi-
cines have you given them? " The
doctors answered these questions
and the king sent them away.
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At last one doctor said, ** Sire,
yesterday | gave the juice of a
wild cucumber plant to the rich

merchant, Matri-dutt.™
The king immediately got inte-

rested and said, *1 see. Where
could you get this plant 7"
“Sire, 1L is not a common plant
in these parts. My servant found
it in the woods alter a great deal
of searching,"” replied the doctor.
“We would like your servant
to present himsell before us at
once,” the king told the doctor.,

Soon the doctor’s servant was
standing before the king.
“What did you do with the
gold which you found when you
dug up the wild cucumber
plant 7" the king asked him.
The doctor’s servant turned
pale at this guestion. Shivering
with fear he rephed, 1 kept it
safe in my house, Your Majesty.™
“That 1s fine’, said the King.
“*That gold belongs to such-und-

such a Brahman. Restore it to
him at once,”




S O T TR P A S T S R S S S S S S R s

The servant took leave, feeling
as thoupgh he had been saved
from the gallows.

Now, the minister was.watch-
g the entire proceedings with-
out understanding a thing. He
was very much impressed with
the ease with which the King
laid his hands on the real cul-
prit. He¢ wanted to know how
the King could do it.

The King smiled at the mini-
ster's gquestion and said ;

“My job was lo hind out
which one out of the entire popu-

lation of the city could have dug

up that gold According o the
Brahman nobody Knew that
there was gold under the plant
So whoever thonght of digging
at that spot must have done so
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for the plant but not for the gold.
There was no such planl any-
where else in the neighbourhood.
So il any one did need the plant
he had to dig only where the gold
was hidden. Had anvone dug
only for the gold, he would have
thrown the plant away. Unless
the man came for the plant, bath
the plant and the gold need not
bave disappeared.

“Now, who would be in need
of a wild cucumber plant except
i doctor? What all 1 had to do
was lo call up all the doctors in
the city and find out which of
them wsed this plant for medical
purposes.

The mimstér was amazed at
the powers of deduction display-
ed by King Prasenajil.
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[n the city of Ratnapur there
were two young friends called

Shiva and Madhava. They had
heard thar the King of Ujjam

had a purokit called Shankara-
swimi who amassed a lot of
wealith and concealed it under-
ground. They wanted Lo get it
Shiva arrived in Ujjain first,
disguised as &4 Brahman bachelor.
He entered a maith on the banks
of the Sipra. His entire property
consisted of a begging-bowl and
a deer=skin. Shiva wonld smear
his whole body with mud, bathe
in the river and stand on his head
for a while facing the sun. Then
he would go to the temple of
Lord Shiva, and worship the
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god with pure white lHowers,
Past noon, ho would beg food
ot threz doors only, divide it
into three equal parts, throw
onc pari to the hirds, give one
part to the hungry and eat the
third part himself. In short, Shiva
was living up to the idedl of a
pious Brahman bachelor mendi-
cant. And people said, * Oh,

what a great man! How pure
heis!™

After a few days Madhava (oo

entered Ujjain.  He was dressed
like a rich prince with a retinue
and caskets of wealth, He
acquired suitable lodgings and
went for a bath in the Sipra.
There he saw Shiva standing on
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his head with his eves closed
in penance. At once Madhava
prostrated himsell before Shiva
exclaiming, * How fortunate
that 1 should meeél you agaimn.
Holy Man!™ By this Shiva knew
that Madhava had arrived, bul he
did not even open his eyes.

That night Shiva and Madhva
met seeretly and had a good time
eating and drinking, They also
made plans to rob the King's
Purohtt o his secrer wealth

Next day Madhava went Lo
the purohii with a gift of fine
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clothes and told him, *“Sir, lam a
prince, Madhava by name, | come
from the South. I have been
swindled by people of my own
¢lan and come to spend my days
in this distant place, 1 lack no
wealth. But my attendanis insist
that 1 get engaged as a courtier.
1 know you are the best man to
help me in this matter. [ can
repay you in scveral ways,"”

The King's Purohit, Shankara-
swami was a covetous fellow.
It was said that he had a half-
share n every gift the King
hud made to sny one during
several years. He had filled his
wealth 1o seven pots which he
bured m his back-vard. :

Shankaraswamieasily managed
to el Madhava employed in (he
King's Court: He also suggested
that Madhava should reside in his
own house and get all amenities
and comforts.

Now Madhava was comfor-
tably lodged in Shankaraswami's
house. Every day he would attend
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court and come home. In the
evenings he would take out a
jewel or two out of a full jug
and show the huge diamonds
and other precious stones Lo
Shankaraswamu.

Aflter some days Madhava be-
gan complaining that he had
dyspepsia and stopped taking
any food. In a few days he

became emaciated due to starva-
tion and took to bed. One day

he called the purohit and told
him, * Dear sir, 1 am going (o

die. I want to give away all my
wealth to a holy man. Kindly

find a proper man and bring
him 1o me ™

The purchit brought several
Brahmans but Madhava turned
all of them down, saving, " For
heaven's sake, can't you find a
betler man?™

Al last some of the neighbours
advised the purehi 1o find out
the holy bachelor who was resid-
ing at the math. The purchil
found Shiva and requested him,
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“Sir, come along and accept
the gift of some precious stones
from a dying man."

Shiva laughed and said, “ 1 am

a bachelor. What am | to do
with precious stones? Go and
find some fumily man who will
enjoy the gift.”

“No, no. Don't say that. The
dying man wants some one like
you. You need not be a bachelor
all your life. Take this gilt, marry
and be happy.” said the purokit,

“1am astranger here. No one
will give his daughter in marri-
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age to me, So, please, leave me
alone,” said Shiva.

1 will give you my daughter.
Only, come at once and take the
gilt. That man is at death’s door,"
said the purohil,

Shiva followed the purabif to his
house and took the gift of the
precious jug, saying, * 1 do not
know what this jug contains.
| am taKing it only for the satis-
faction of the dying man.”

But the man did not die. As
by magic Madhava began to feel
betler and better, Slowly he be-
gan lo take nourishment and
within a few days was restored
lo complete health,

“There is not the least doubt
that the gift | made to the holy
man washed away all my sins
and saved me from the jaws of
death,” Madhava announced 1o
every onc.

The purohit kept his word
and gave Shiva his dauvghter in
marriage. Soon afler, Madhava
found separute lodgings for him-
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self. Shiva took his place and
enjoyed the hospitality that was
due to him as a son-in-law.

One day Shiva told his father-
inlaw, “I've lived long enough
under your rool, It ig time that
| s¢t up my own home with my
wife. What all | have is the @il
I received from Madhava, As
I can’t live by gold and pre-
cious stones, | wish that vou

take it and mve me money in
exchange.”
The [lather-in-law said, “ My

boy, we cannot assess the value
of all thase gems so casily, ™
Shiva replied, *1 do not care
for the value of the gift. It was
you who had it given to me and
it 15 you 1 want lo give it to.
Giive me as much money as you
have and | shall be satisfied,”
Shankaraswami dug up the
wealth he had buried in the back-
yard and transferred it to his
son-in-law. He was afraid thal
his son-in-law might go back
upon his word. So he exccuted
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letters of sale and got them pro-
perly signed and attested,  'With
this money Shiva st up house
and gave hall of it to Madhava
as was onginally arranged be-
tween them.

Aller a time the purohii picked
out one jewel [rom the jug and
took it to a diamond merchant
Lo lind ils value,

He had a shock when the mer-
chant exammed it brielly and
returned it saying, “This is a
fake. These are bits of cheap
glass studded in brass.”
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The puwrokit sent the entire
contents of the jar for éexamina-
tion and was told that there was

neither a grain of gold nor a
single precious stone in the entire

lot. He had been thoroughly
swindled.

In a great rage the puraint went
to his son-in-law and demanded,
“ Give me back all my money, 1
save it away for a potful of
brass and glass.™

Shiva got wild. *“*How dare you

say that to me now? | was lead-

ing a pious hife until you made
me give it up, got me this fraud-
ulent gift and put me to the
yoke of family life. The deal is
kegally closed between us, I
you sustnined a loss, go and ask

Madhava for an explanation,”
he shouted at his lnther-in-law,
In utter angumsh the purofut

ran (0 Madhava and charged lnm
with cheating. Madhava retorted

by calling him a fool. He said,
*That jug was in pur possession
for ages and ages. When | was
face to face with death I gifted 1
away 1o o pious man, As a resull
of that I got back my health.

What is my crime? Did [ try
to sell the stufl to some one

at a false price? Did you give
me & pie of the sale-money?
Why blame me like a fool 7™

Now it was clear to the purohii
that nobody was to blame except
himself. It was his own avarice
that brought him this disaster,




A long time back King Chitra-
sen ruled the lsle of Kundalini.
At the time of our story he had
been on the throne for only two
years. Yel, he had made every
effort to see that his subjects
were happy and contented and
his rule rivalled Ram Raj. To-
wards Lthis end he had cut all
taxes by half.

The people were really happy
that the burden of taxes
reduced. They praised their King

Wils

m verse and song. The good
nimie of King Chitrasen echocd
from every corner of his island
Kingdom.

This was all to the good. Yet,
even as the good name of the
king was spreading far and wide,
the treasury began to run drv.
As the money dwindled n the
roval coffers the administration
became topsyturvy,

The chief minster was, how-
evér, a clever fellow. He had
foreseen. some of the conse-
quences, He had also been warn-
ing the king time and agamn
Only, the king was bent upon
doing good to s people and the
minister’s word fell vwpon deal
cars. SO ultimately the mimister
had to give up,
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Now the treasury was guifte
empty. The minister had 1o
do somcthing about it. So he
approached the king and sub-
mitted to him respectiully, ** Sire,
it is true that our subjects are
happy. But then, the state 15
hankrupt. Nothing can he done
without money. I cannot dis-
charge my duties unless T can
get things done. So 1 request
you to relieve me of my res.
ponsihility. ™

“Has it come o that™”
king asked in surprise.

the
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**1 hate to say this, sire.

But
the balanceé in our treasury is
hardly enough to pay the garden-
ers ol our palace. In another
week the monthly payment of
salaries for our administrative
stafl as well as the military lalls
due,” the munister replied.

“Is that s0 ? we shall decide
something in court tomorrow,
Sec 1o it that all the ministers
and most of the importan citizens
shall attend,” the King said.

The mimister nodded his head
but he could not guess what the
king intended to do, Promul-
galion of new taxes was the only
way of averting disaster. Huold-
ing court was going to solve no
problem, the mmnister thought.
Anyway the king had 1o be
obeved.

When the people heard the
announcement asking everyone
to attend court, they did not
know what it was all about. They
began to gucss according their
individual fancies.  Some people
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actually. went  about  saying,
“Mark my words. The good
king is going to do away with all
lixes this tme.”
credulous people believed this
rumaur o be true.

Next day the court was filled

Quile a few |

o overflowing with the mony B

ministers and other officials as

well us muny an important citizen. |

King Chitrasen entered the
court and sat on the throne, Al
the king's command the chief
minister addressed the gathering
with these words:

“We have had the lortune of
being ruled by a kind and charit-
able line of kings. They have
always treated their subjects as
their own progeny. The mxes
that were levied on us have al-
ways been purely nominal.  But
even these have been reduced by
half in the present regime, as is
known to one and all of you
Now has ansen the question,
how to administer the land with
such mecagre taxes.
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Some one stood up among the
crowd and asked the chief minis-
ter, *Is il necessary to tax the
people 1 arder to carry on with
the admipistration 7"

This question amared cvery-

one, The chiel mumster nearly
had a fit, but he controlled him-
sell and went on:

* Compute lor yoursell., What
15 the population of our kingdom?
What would it cost to provide
amenities for the entire populia-
tion? The sick need medicines
and treatment. Growing child-
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ren  require  education,  Any
moment enémies might attack
the land and our delence forces
must be there to prolect us. How
can all these expenses be met
except through taxation? Where
clse are we to look to for the
funds to provide our people with
all these amenities? It is the
duty of every citizen to under-
stand taxes and their purpose.”

At this point the king interrup-
ted the chicl mimister and said,
“ What the chiel’ minister savs is
guite true. Bulat ® a matter of
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doubt whether we can restore the
old taxes and collect them easily,™

There were whisperings all over
the court. One bold lellow stood
up and samd, * Your Highness,
you should think twice before
you increase the taxes again.
For one thing it will be a great
blow to the good name vou have
achieved fur and wide, It is not a
small matter that a king should
go back upon his own word,
Think  well, Your Highness,
think well ! **

The king could see that there
wis some truth in these words.
It was out of the guestion that
he should restore the reduced
taxes and lose the good name he

had been earning ever since he

ascended the throne. So, other
ways must be found to solve the
present problem.

“ We certamnly do not intend
to go back upon a decision
which was once made," he said.
“The taxes shall not be enhanced,
nor new taxes levied. On the
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other hand the minister has ex- |

plained to you the nature of the
present problem. Lel some one
come forward with a solution.”

There was a hush over the
People looked at |

entire court.
each other and saw only blank
faces. The silence was broken
by the commander-in-chiel who
stood upand said, ** Your High-
ness, it is not very difficult to fill

the coffers, There /s a way of § ;

doing it,
great secrecy and I can reveal
it to Your Highness only in
strict privacy.”

So, a private audience of the
king was granted to the com-
mander-in-chief at ten o'clock
that night in the royal gardens.

Mcanwhilc the courtiers
wondered what was up the slecve
of the commander-in-chief. They
had to content themselves with
the thought that the secret would
be out next day.

The commander-in-chief went
to the royal gardens al the stroke

e S

But, it is a matter of |

of ten and met the king. He
said to the king :

“Sire, our problem is to make
the people happy and establish
fam Raj. It is not to be hoped
that we will be able to raise a
pie more through taxes. That
leaves us with only one choice.
Let us loot other kingdoms.
It is one of the legitimate rights
of kinghood. Itis for this very
purpose that armies and their
commanders are maintained.”

“1 agree with you, Samarsen.
But ours is an isle surrounded by
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the ocean. Imagine for 4 moment
how much navy and military
might 1s required to cross the

sean and conquer foreign terri-
tory,” the king said.

*“ Sire, 1 shall answer for our
military might,” rephed Samar-
sen, the commander-in-chiel

*“Then | lcave the cntire thing
to vou,”" said the King, *“ For
conscription and other things vou
will be requining the royal author-
ity. S0 loke the royal scal.™

The commander-in-chiel took
the scal from the king and
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departed. He assembled all his
military chiefs and told them
about the conversation he had
with the king. They appeared
to agree with the King in his
doubts. But the commander-in-
chief said :

“You must remember that om
purpose 15 only to cross the
ocean and loat other lands, We
do intend to conquer or
subjugate them. 1 believe that
we have enough military strength
for our present purpose.™

Some one objected, *“But
while we take away our armies
nbrond, the king will be lefi
helpless in case of a people's
uprising.”

“In the name of Mother
Kundalini. such a calamity can
be wvery easily averted,” said
an old veteran. ** An internal
revolution is bound to be headed
by the youth. We musl conscrip!
all the young fellows,™

This was considered a wise
measure. A proclamation was

not
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at once drawn up conscripting
all male citizens between fifteen
and forty and the royal seal was
put to i1,

The next day onwards military
officers went round the vanous
villages with copies of the pro-
clamarion and drafted all avail-
able young men into the army.
Not all, however, joined willingly.
* For heaven's sake, don't draft
us and take us away f(rom our
kith and kin- We would rather
pay taxes to any extent,” they
pleaded, in vain.

While those who voluntarily
joined in the army went along
with the oflicers, those who
protested and resisted were tied
hiund and fool and dragged
away mercilessly,

Some people went on a deputa-
tion to the king and complained
against the conscriplion.

“It cannot be helped,” sad
the king. *“Some of you have
already praised me in song and
verse for my considerateness in

reducing taxes, [ I enhance
them again you will again write

songs and verses, abusing me
this time. You know that we
never go hiack upon our deci-
sion. What we have decided
upon shall take place.”

The consenption was over and
pne auspicious day the armics
got into the mihtary vessels,
Just as the king sawd, ""Start’,
to the troop-carrying vessels,
some one saw & mighty comet n
the south-castern direction. [lis

head was glowing bright like the
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moon and its enormous fail was
Aung across the sky.

Soon every onc was gazing at
it. Awe-struck, some of them
snid, “An ill-omen "

The court-astrologer too con-
sidered thys as a bad omen and
suggested that the boats should
postpone their voyage and a
more propitious time be chosen.

The commander-in-chief
scoffed at this and said, “1 never
heard such nonsense in my life.
We have got the bravest soldiers
in the world. What harm can
the comet do to them 7™

The astrologer tried to persist
but to no purpose. The King
hiumsell was inclined to agree
with the commander-in-chief
and the astrologer had to retreat,

As for the anxiety of the soldiers,
no one was bothered about i,

As a matter of fact there was
no time to lose. An expedition
like this was bound Lo take a lot
ol time. The commander-in-chiel
had a big task before him. He
had to cross the ocean, fight his
way into other countries, loot

them and come back. Then only
could the coffers be filled and the

economic crisis averted. That

was the rcason why the

communder-in-chiel ignored the
ll-omen. The leing too supported

him for the same reason.

Finally, the commander-in-chietf
gave the order and the ships,
setting sail, headed south-east
in the direction of the comet.
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[H & certam village there was a
shepherd who had hundreds of
goats but no land. Thinking

thiat these goats would menace
their Belds, the villagers warned
the shepherd that he should leave
the village or buy some land,

So the shepherd raised a loan
and bought a small strip of lund.
This plot was so barren  that
nothing but maize could be sown
in it. It turned out that even
the maize crop the shepherd
raised in it was very poor.

Afler some time the shepherd's
sight began to fail and his young
son took charge of the ficld,

One day the three deitics of
Harvest, Wealth and Courage
cameé by the shepherd's field,
arguing as to which one of them
was the most powerful.

“ Look at this figld,” suid the
goddess of Harvest, “ If only 1
yields a good harvest Lhis
shepherd boy will nol have a
single problem. 1 shall enter the
field and moke it nch.,”™ So
snying, she sat in the maize field.

“1 am the real bencfactor of
mankind., See what 1 can do to
this poor boy,”" said the goddess
of Wealth, She turned hersell
into a bag of money and waited
by the path.

“All your eflorts are useless if
I sit upon his head,” said the
goddess of Courage. She at once
sat upon the shepherd boy's head.

When Harvest sat in it, the
field was completely transformed.
Maize stocks of enormous height

stood thick in the field, their
heads bent down with huge ears

M. IsmaiL



of corn. But the young shepherd
got freightened at the sight, be-
cause Courage was sitting on his
head. He started home to repart
to his father that a strange discase
had overtaken the maize.

The boy toak the puth by
which lay the bag of moncy. But
he said to himself, ** Let me sce
how lar | can walk with my eyes
shut,” He did not open his cyes
until he passed the bag of money.

Reaching home, the boy told
his father that the crop was
ruined by some pest and sug-
gested that they should sell the

strip of land at any price. His
blind Father agreed to sell ot if
only there was anyone to buy it.

The boy returned to the field
and saw u stranger gazing al the
unigue mapize crop. He was a
trader.  He saw many countrics
but nowhere did he see maize of
such quality. He approached the
shepherd boy, learnt that the
field belonged 1o him and offered
o buy it ut a good price.
Prompled by the goddess of
Wealth who was trying her best
to do good to the boy, the truder
offered to keep the boy in his
service on a monthly pay.

The trader empued all his
carts and filled them with the
unigue maize, leaf, stalk and car,
He took the boy with him and
proceeded an his journey.

Presently the caravan reached
a city. The trader took speci-
mens of his maize to the king
and said, “Perhaps Your
Highness never saw maize Lhe

like of this. | have plenty of it.
[ shall part with a cart-load in
exchange for an elephant with a
howdah. If this corn were to be
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planted in your kingdom, your
meople need never starve,”

The king took one cartload of
the corn #nd gave the rrader an
elephant in exchange. The tmader
sold another cartload to some of
the rich landlords of the city.
With this money he dressed the
boy in royal brocade, So that he
looked like a prince. The truder
put him on the elephant and
proceeded on. He told every
one, on the way, that the young
man tiling the clephant was the
King of the Land of Gold and
that be was his minister. Thus
they arrived at the next city

The King ol that place was
already aware of the coming
of the king and his minister from
the Land of Gold and reccived
them  with greit pomp and
honour,  He put them up in the
Malace of Mirrors and treated
them grandly,

After [ood and rest the Imder
took the boy to the king's
COnrl. He =d, *“In onr

Kingdom even the poorest land
yickds such golden maize.  That
s why one can see nothing but
gold anywhere in our land.™

The king and queen thought
Lhat

it would be nige if they




could marry their daughter 1o
this King of Gold. When they

made thus  sugegestion to the
irader, he said that he would
find out his king's mind.

Back at the lodge the trader
told the boy, * you are to marry
the king's daughter.”” The boy
refused in horror, saying that the
regal ladies were shrews.

“Scoundrel! You lorget that
you are my hireling. Disobey
me and 1 shall break your
bones,”™ saxd the trader, He
went ‘back to the king and
reported that his king consented
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to the marmage. * But,” he
warned the Xing, ™ the marnage
shall take place according to the
customs prevailing m our land.”

On the day of marriage a
palanguin was sent to the Palace
of Mirrors to fetch the
bridegroom. The boy was
carmed oul of the house, tied
hand and foot, and was dumped
in the palanquin by four
servants. This was taken to be
one of the customs of the Land
of Gold,

The murriage ceremony oOver
the bridegroom was sent to the
bridal chamber.

The wader told the king,
“Two soldiers shall wait outside
the chamber with drawn swords
and threaten to kill the bride-
groom if the tries to escape before
the bride arrives.” This too was
taken to be one of the queer
customs of the Land of Gold.

Looking round the gorgeously
decorated and brilliantdy i
bed-chamber, the shepherd boy
thought that it must be the
temple of the Goddess to whom
hie was going to be sacnficed.
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He tried to run away but the
mun af the gate showed him the
sward and frightened him,

The princess arrived and he
thought it was the Goddess.

“ Here she comes 1o gobhble me
up!™ he said. In desparation
he gave the princess a mighty
push and bolied out of the room.

When he reached the lodge, the
trader gave him a sound thrash-
ing and said, * Worthless wreich !
I marry the princess (o you and
you run away from her [”

Next day the King sent for the
trader and asked him, * What
made your king so angry with
my daughter that he pushed her
away and left her 7"

“Don't you know that rain
poured down like elephant trunks
last might?™ smd the trader.
* Naturally the king was indig-
nant that such a time was chosen
for him to mect the bride.™

The king order his purohits to
be whipped for this blunder
and demanded that they Oix a
betler mukurat lor the ¢onsum-
mation of his daughter’s marn-
age with the King of Gold.

eSS LAt CHANDAMAMA

The purohifta apologised for
their mistake and fixed another

muhural the next night, But

once again the shepherd boy ran,
away from his bride and got
thrashed by the trader. Once
again the trader was put to the
trouble of answering the king,

“Your purohils seem 1o be
ignorant fools. Last night it
appears that rain lell like elephant
heads,” the trader told the king.

The purohite were again chas-
tised and they fixed another
muhwratf, the vory best one, the
third night.
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“If you run back to night 1
shall certanly cut off your head
and go my way,” the trader
wirned the shepherd youth.

* Either the Goddess eals me
or the trader kills me.  One way
or the other I am fmed 10 die (o
might.” the shepherd thought as
he sat awaiting the princess,

You must remember, that the
goddess of Cournge was stll
sitling upon the poor shepherds’
heac. She now turned to her
Rwo companions and asked'them,
“ls there any more good you
can do to this poor fool 7"

The goddesses of Harvest and
Wealth accepted deleat and beg-
ged their companion (o save
their protege and she came down
from the head of the shepherd
youth. Just then the princess
stepped into the chamber.

There was o remarkable change
i the shepherd., He got up on
sceing the princess and approa-
ched her. He accosted her court-
eously and made formal in-
guiries about her health and
so on. The princess was very glad
to find her husband so decorous

and cultured,

Thanks to the goddess of
Courage the poor shepherd boy
now bescame u prince and the
husband of a princess. He settled
in the same place and became
king after his father-in-law. The
trader became his minister and
served his master fasthiully.

Ever since, the pgoddesses of
Harvest and Wealih walk only
behind the goddess of Courage.
Those whom the goddess of
Courage avowds the goddesses of
Harvest and Wealth also avoid.

i




lh’ Kashmir there was once
a rich and noble vouth called
Pravara. He started on a plgri-
mage to see the world. Unfortu:
nately one dav he fell into the
hands ol robbers who robbed
him even of his clothes. Dressing
himself in the discarded clothes
of the robbers, Pravara walked
many days without food or sleep
and at lust reached a strange city,

It was night.  Pravara was too

proud 10 beg Tor food or shelter,
No one offered him what he was
He reached the

ashamed 1o ask.
king's stables near the city wall,
found a plal nearby and lny down
on it. Al once he was overcome
with sleep.

Kmg Javasena ruled this city,
He had a charming and intelligent
daughter called Kanchanavalli.
On her attining womanhood the
king stopped her studies and fHixed
up her marnage. The princess
wns not m favour of this mar-
ringe. She had always wanted to
marry one who was her match in
all respects. Rather than agree to
this marfage, she wanted (o run
away from home, see the wide
world, find a worthy man and
marry him.

To run away from home she
needed help.  The minister’s son
was her co-student pnd a close
friend ol hers, So the princess
secrefly sent word to him, in:
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structing him to wait for her
near the siables with a couple
of horses that very night. The
minisier’s son was ready to help
her but he was prevented from

doing so because his father in-
sisted that he too should attend
a dance performance which was
arranged at the palace.

This same performance helped
the princess to escape. She pre-

ended 0 have a headache.
When the roval family was
engrossed in the dance, she climb-

I AL L AL R R A

ed down the city wall by the
help of a chain and came (o the
stables. It was very dark and she
thought it was the minister’s son
that was sleeping on the pial
She woke him up rudely saying,
“Get up! How can you sleep
when there is so much o do?
G0 at once and bring two horses.
We must be going.””

Pravara woke up heavy with
sleep. He brought two horses
from the stable. The princess
gol upon one of them and led the
way asking him to follow her on
the other, They travelled all
night without a stop. The princ-
ess wanted te be as far away
[rom home as possible before
daybreak. She thought she could
explain things to her companion
next morning.

By morming they armved near
a tank. Imagine the surprise of
the princess when she turned to
her companion and found that he
was a tolal stranger. He looked
more like a thief than anything
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else. She realised her mistake
and felt like shedding tears, Bt
there was no going back. Her
father would order her to be
killed mercilessly.

The princess sat down on the
ground and looked away [rom
Pravara. Pravarn did not attempt
to speak to her. He broke a
couple of twigs [rom a tree and
threw one of them before her so
that she could brush her ieeth,
In silence they finished their
ablutions, mounted their horses
and rode on till they came to
a river,

A flerry-boat was aboul to
cross the rniver, An aged woman
was entreating the boatman to
take her on the boat free of
charge and the boatman was
insisting on payvment. Since
Pravara too had no money with
him, he looked at his companion.
The princess threw a gold coin
at his fect. Pravara gave this
com (o the boatman and told the
old woman to come along.
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Afler crossing the river the old
ludy thanked Pravara. She

mistook the couple 10 be wife
and husband and offered herself
as a cook to them,

“All right, granny. You can
share our [ate,”” Pravara told
the imploring woman,

By noon they reached a city
called Helanagar. They went 1o
a choultry, had food and rested
there for the day. Next morning
Pravara went to the market place
and offered to give the merchants
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daily predictions which would
be profitable to them. A few
merchants bought his predictions
and he went back with. some
food stuffls. The old woman

cooked nice food and all the
three ate it

The next day more merchants
bought Pravara's predictions for
the day and they considered him
a man of worth, Pravars had
enough moncy now to take a
house and live independently.

Accidentally one of the mer-
chants one day found that Pr-

varg was an expert in diamonds,
He gave him a job on a decent
monthly salary.

Life wus now very happy lor
the three of them, Only “granny™
wonderd why the wifc and husb-
and never exchanged a single
word. Baing a wise old womén
she told hersclf, * who can

penelrate the mysteries of mar-
ried Tife 7"

One day a trader from the
south brought an extraordinary
diamond to the Ring of the city
and offered it for a crore rupees




The king desired 10 possess this
beautifu! gem but he wanted
to have the opimion of experts
belore paving such a huge price.

So the diamond merchants of
the place were called to the
palace. They saw the diamond
by turns and estimated 18 price
variously from 73 lakbs to two
¢rores. When 1t was Pravara’s
turn, he too examined the gem
carefully and said, ** This dia-
mond is worth exactly one rupee,
Of course, that s the charge for
culting it. As for the material
it is utterly worthless.™

This was a ternible slap in the
face for the trader from the south,
[lis reputation was shauered.
He shouted, ™ You should not
say such things without proving
them,™

To prove what he said Pravara
dashed the dismond against an
iron plate and it was shattered
mto-a thousand bits,

The king was impressed by the
wisdom of Pravara. That very

day he appointed him a#s one
of his advisers. Pravara justified
the king's choice by giving him
wise counsel on several occasions,
A short wiile later the King's
minisier died and Pravara was
given the post as there was none
else more surted for it,

After Pravara became minister
his private allairs became subject
of gencral gossip, One day the
royval washcrwoman told the

queen that the minister's wile
was  an  uncommonly  beauliful
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lady. The queen in her turn told

this to the king, Pravara was a
common man belere he was made

# minister. How could a com-
mon man have an uncommoenly
beautiful wife? This puzeled
the king. Also, he wanted o see
how beautiful his minisler’s wife

really was.
To satisfy his curiosity the

king devised a plan. One day
he invited his minister to dine
with him. The queen herself
was made to prepare the food

O R

and serve it. Pravara understood
the kKing's intention. He must do
to the King what the King did to
him. He could invite the king for

dinner. Bt how could he ask
a strange lady to prepare food
and attend upon his guest?

Not knowing what to do,
Pravara: went home that night
and lay i his bed. When

“granny " told him to come for

food he said, **1 am not hungry. ™

The princess guessed that some-
thing was troubling Pravara and
that it concerncd hersell, She
said to the old woman, "Tell
him, granny, that if there is any-
thing to be done, it will be done.
Why should he go without food
and worry himself? "

Hearing these words Pravara
was greafly relieved. He sat be-
fore his meal and said, “Granny,
today the king gave me a dinner.
It was prepared and served by
the queen hersell. 15 il not pro-
per that we return the king's
hospitality ? ™
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“Tell him, granny,” said the
princess, **that [ too cin prepare
and serve good dishes. | shall
not lag behind the queen.™

Mext day the king was nvited
to dine at the minister’'s house.
The princess prepared very good
dishes. She served them to the
king und went away. Belore
coming back for re-serving, she
changed her clothes, ornaments
and even her hair-style, so that

the king belicved that two difTer-
ent women attended upon him.

The king went home and told

his wife, **Qur minister has
fwo wives, Both are such beau-
ties!"™ The queen had a great
desire to see them. So she
suggested to the King, * Ardho-
deya 15 at hand. Let us invite
our minjster and his wives (o
accompany us, that day, to the
sei.  They too can take part n
theceremony of bathing-couples.”

Accordingly the king extended
an invitation to his minister to
accompany him to the sea with
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his wives on the Ardhodaya day.

Pravar@ Wwils now in o worse
plight than before. Preparing
and serving food 1o a guest was
one thing and taking part in the
ceremony ol bathing-couples was
another, How could he make
such a request to the lady who
was not his lawful wife?

Pravara ¢ame home and lay
down tormented by this problem,.
When the old lady came and
called him to eat, he replied that
he was not hungry,
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The princess said, ** Ask him,
granny, how it is that he loses
his appetite so frequently. Does
he not Know that those who
helped him once can help him
again, il necessary. He who pro-
tects can order oo, Is it not
507"

Pravara stopped worrying and
sat before his meal. He 1old
“granny " about the King’s invit-
ation,

* Let him accept the invitation,
granny. Let seven closed palan-
quins be ordered and seven sels

of clothing and jewellery got
ready. Let them set up a tent
with seven entrances on the
beach. Everything will be 1n
order™ the princess said.

On the Ardindaya day scven
closed Palanguins accompanied
the minister’s palanguin. Only
one of them contained the prin-
cess, Kanchanavalli, The seven
palanquins were sct down behind
the teat with seven entrances.
From the first entrance of the
tent the princess stepped forth
and joined the minister on the




beach. They tied their clothes
together according to the custom
and bathed together. Then the
princess wenl back to the tent.
Soon she came out of the second
entrance dressed and looking
like a different person nnd repea-
ted the ceremony with the
minister. She did this seven Limes.

The King and gueen who were
wilching this thought thal seven
different Indies came out of the
tent and bathed with the minis-
ter., Each one of thém was a
great beauty !

The next day the gueen sent
seven sets of gifts for the seven
wives of the minister through her
maid and instructed hor to find
out the names of all the seven
ladies, The mald arrived at the
minister’s house and requested
for an interview with the
minister’s wives,

On  instructions  from  the
princess  “granny ' mel  the
queen’s moaid and said, “1 am
afraid the queen made a mistake.

The minister has wight wives.
One of them could not go Lo the

sea  because she was unwell.
Their names are the same as
those of the eight wives of Lornd
Krishna. They avoid one another
and you have to meet them one
by one™

The queen’s muid ran back and
returned with an extra g, The
princess came to her eight times,
each time m a different dress and
conversed with her, each time in
a different voice and accent.
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A few days later the princess
mstigated ' granny " 1o serve
food in excess while Pravara was
eating

He protested to the old lady,
“What is the maitter with vou
today, granny? Do you think
that T have a bigger stomach
today ? Why are you serving me
so much food 77

*Tell him, granny ', said the
princess mischievously, ““that, if
he cannot eal all the food, there
are others to fimish off what he
leaves over.”

Now Pravara understood how
the young lady was disposed lo-
wards him. When the princess
brought him pan alter lfood, he
asked her, “when are we going
to get married 7"

'H'

She rephed, =1 left home in
order 1o find a husband worthy
of me. In that very instant God
has presented vou before me. But
| was blind and mistook a gem
for a glass bead. | followed you
only out of helplessness.  You
never aven looked at me. Can |
hope to meet & nobler man! You
were notl aware of i, but in my
mind | have been vour wife for a
long time now,"

Pravara was very happy lo
hear this. He took the first
opportunily of informing the king
about his coming marriage. The
king heard to the full story of
Pravara's wife with unconcealed
wonder and at last exclaimed,

“What an extraordinary
woman '’
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Taxilﬂ. or Takshasila, on the
banks of the Vitasala was once
riled by King Kalingaduti. He
wis o follower of Buddhism.
But in his kingdom there were
several who advocated the Vedic
religion. The king never forced
his subjects to adopt the Bud-
dhist ¢reed. Only when people
voluntarily approached him he
used to mihiate them.

Among those who thus adopted
the Buddhist creed was ane rich
merchantl calied Vitastadutt. But
his son, Ratnadutt, was an ardent
believer of the Vedie cull. So, he
wis always condemmning and
cursing his lather.

“You area smner., You have
straved away from the virtuous
Vedic path and adopted atheist

| NOBLEST CREED

creeds.  Instead of worshipping
Brahmans you take to bepgar-
worship. This dccursed religion
15 for those who do not bathe
properly, who cat any time of the
day, who lead a life of ease with-
out let or hindrance, lounging
in the vikares along with loafers
of all castes and communities.
How could you take to it?"
Ratnadutt would ask his {ather.

And the flather would reply
with a great pamn in his heart:
“Son, you seem to think thai
external symbols are the true
creed. Do you believe that real
Brahmanism s that which 1s
mhernited ? To control one'’s emo-
tions, 10 pructise the virtucs of
Truth and Ahimsa—Ithat is true
Brahmanism. Why do you always
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abuse and curse this noble creed
which offers protection to all
living creatures?  You should
develop tolerance and chanty.™

But Ratnadutt whose heart was
full of hatred did not listen 1o his
father's words. His attitude 1o his
father grew from bad to worse,

One day Vitastadutt wenl 1o
the king and told him all about
s son.

The king said to him, “On
some pretext or other you bring
your son to me. 1 shall see
what can be done with him.”

The very next day Vitastadutt
came to the king accompanied by
his son. Ratnadutt. The king pre-
tended to be enraged at the mere
sight of Ratnadutl. He shouted
to his servants, “*Seize this traitor
and behead him at once.™

Ratnadutt listened to this and
shivered with fear and dismay,

His father pleaded before the
king, *“1 beg Your Highness to
consider well befor acting.”

The king seemed to relenl a
hit. He said, * Well, then I shall
postpone the punishment for two




months. At the end of that him
you hring him 1o me. You can
now take him home.”

Ratnadutt pondered well in his
mind as to what crime he could
have done towards the King,
that he should order him to be
beheaded. However much he
thought he could not find any
reason lor the king's anger. Day
or night, he could not forget
the impending death and he

wias greatly agitated in his mind.
He could neither eal nor sleep
and, at the end of two months, he
wis so emaciated that he appeared

1o be more dead than alive.

At the end of the two months
Vitastadutt took his son to the
court and presented him belore
the king.

“What 15 the matter with you?™
asked the king, sceing the woeflul

condition of Ratnadutt. *“Are
you pot ecating food? 1 never
ordered that you should go with-
out food!"

" Your Highness,” replied Rat-
nadutt in anguish, ** when yon
commanded that I should be Kill-
ed you anlso commanded that 1
should neither cat nor sleep. Fear
of death has brought me 1o this
state,”

*So now you know what fear
of death is! Like you, every liv-
ing thing desires life. Now, tell
me if anything can be nobler than
the creed of preserving precious
hife,”* the king said.

These words of the king
brought wisdom to Ratnadutt,
He at once fell upon the King's
feet and begged gim to initiate
him into the Buddhist creed. The
king gladly did so.




CHIKKA THE ROBBER

Hnee lhere was & robber
Chikka was his name.

A wily Nuel was e,
Enormous was his fame.

I his ative lown

There was a lemple fine;,
The frarame godidess, Naoa
Was worshiggnal al hal shrine

Lhikka the robler siw
The jpwels costly aml rare

In the anclent ll.'ll!]lh‘.
Lilistening before lim Lhere !

“Let pight and darkorss tome
Let prople (o sleep tetire.
Thin Ull b these jewels,”
Thought Chikks breathing fire.

Night and darkness came
Penple o sleep retired,

Chikka ritled the shrine ,

Bul the door was Iocked oulside.

I owas the tmople guard
Whio woke at the midoighl hoor




And linding & stramger inside
Locked [he tmple door.

Shouting alarm he ran

Aod the town woke wp al once,
All the kng's men came oul
Each with a sword and a lance

They reached the temple gate
And hroke open he door !

When [o! hefore them siood
The ternible goddess of yore

“Um D Kali O™
They heard her slirill voice cry

Biory Poem

In morkal lear hey e,
Fur who will weh fo die?

Was she indeed the goddess?
No, il was none other than
Chikka he robber wlio

Gearmd the beave King's men.

He gathered the golden ool
And launhing wenl his way
The guard Irom o distance saw
The thiel and wept all day !
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[N the city of Amaravati there

was 4 poor family consisting of
a Brahman, his wife, their son and
daughter-inlaw, All the four
were pandits and poets. So the
people used to call them the
pandit-family.

The pangs of poverty arc hard
to bear, Having heard that King
Bhoja was inclined to help pan-
dits and poets, the pandit-family
undertook # journey Lo the city
of Dhara (now known as Ujjain),
As they came in sight of their
destination they met an old
Brahman with a heavy bundle on

his shoulder coming towards

AN 4 FAMILY OF PANDITS &

them form the city.

“Where are you all going to?”
the old Brahman asked the elder
pandit, the head of the family.

“We are going to see King
Bhoja who i1s well-versed in all
the Vedas and the Puranas.™
replied the elder pandit.

“Youn say the king i1s well-
versed. But [ doubt if he knows
how to rcad at all. If he could
read the curse of poverty that
Fate has inscribed on my fore-
head, would he have given me so
much wealth 7"

Having thus complimented the
great charity of King Bhoja, the
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old man departed. The pandit-
family was glad to sce this proof
of the king’s philanthropy. Evi-
dently he did not look down on

the poor.
Before any outsiders entered

the city they had to obtain per-
mission from the Court. So the
pandii-family made their camp
under a spreading banyan [ree
just outside the city-walls and
sent word to the king.

Afler some lime & messenger
came (o se¢ them. He carried
a tumbler filled to the brim with
milk and offered it to the elder
Brahman as a gift lrom the

king to the pandit-family.
Through this gft the Kking

meant to convey to the new-
comers that the city was already

full of pandits and there was no
room for any more. The elder

Brahman understood this. He
added some sugar to the milk

i o A e S ak

and told the messenger, '* Take
it back to the king." The Brah-
man wanted o0 convey to the
king that the new-comers would
mix with the pandits of the city

as sugar mixed with milk. Also
they could add new sweetness,

The king understood the Brah-
man and was very glad.

The king desired to test the
pandit-family some more. He
dressed himself like an ordinary
citizen and reached the banyan
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tree pboul the time of sunset.
He saw only the ladies there, He
wentl to the niver expecting the
males to be there nt their even-
ing prayers.  However he saw
only the Brahman's son at the
The king looked at him

questioningly, and taking some

river,
water in his hands, drank it. In
doing so the King was asking the
young Brahman, “Are you nol
the same caste as the great Brha-

i

man Agastya, who drank down
ull the oceans at one gulp 7

The young Brahman under-
stood
usked
throwing a stone into the water,

this silent question and

in return another by
His question was, ** Are vou not
a Kshatriya like Sree Rama who
bridged the ocean by throwing
stopes in i 2"

King Bhoja was very much
pleased at thas and went home,




He was still anxious to leamn

the poetic
Pose sed, S0 he dressed himself
as a wood-cutter, took a bundle
fire-wood upon his head and

gifts the f(amily

-ame out of the city gates as they
were about 1o be closed.

He approached the pandit-
family resting under the banyan
and said to the elder
*“Sir, | tarried
long in the forest. Now the ¢ity
gates are ¢losed. Let me spend
the might here. 1 shall go away
m the moming.”

The clder Brahman agreed,
saying, “ Yoo are welcome. This
place i& nobody’'s property.”

All of them could not go to
sleep for fear of thieves. So the
family decided to keep awake by
turns while the rest slept. The
first one to keep watch was the
elder Brahman. During his watch

iree

Braohman, 100
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the king spoke out where he
lay :

“* fn this wthapey world

Three things are doemed pleasant,”
And the clder Brahman replied ;

"Lije in Kax, servimg the good

Anid tak g the name of God ™

After a time the elder Brahmun

woke up his wife and went 1o
sleep. During her walch the
king said where he lay ;

" I this wrhoppy world

Two things are deemed pleasan.™
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The Brahman's wife replied :

* The sweer-meal made of rugar
And the holy fevt of God™

Presently the son took over the
watch from his mother and the
king said where he lay :

* I this unhappy world
Pleasant Is the wife's biethplace.”

The young Brahman replicd :

Y Shiva Jies om Swow Hill,
Vishmu on the Ocean of Mik."”
(Lord Shiva's wife was the

daughter of the King of Himalaya
and Lakshmi, the wife of Vishnu
was born out of the Milky Ocean,
Both Shiva and Vishnu
made their wives' birthplaces
their residence.)

have

During the last watch
the dawn, when the dau
in-law was awake the king
where he lay :

" In this unhappy world
Woman iv the only pleasure.”

The young girl shrewdly guess
ed that the wood-cutter was
none other than King Bhoja and
replied :

" She who gave hirth ta one
Like you, O King Bhoja.”

The king at once gol up and
went home in the dark.

Early next moming the family
had an invitation from the king.
He honoured each one of them
in his very best manner and gave
them all permanent employment
in his court.
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THE MOON

* Our magazine ia named after Uncle Moon, So
ot us learn soma faota about the real moan
in the sky

* Tho moon goos round our earth in an orbit

which is 1,500 680 miles long. This orbit s
not perfectly round. At times the moon comes a8 near as
221,600 milex sl goes as far as 2524070 miles.

In this orbit the moon moves at » wpoed of 2,288 miles an
hour. pompleting one round in 27 days, 7 hours, 43 minotes and
L1 seconls,

The moon hias 4 dicmetor of 2,103 milos and & oirowmnference
of 6,705 mwiles. Tle surface area ia 14,060,000 aguaro miled. Ils
woight fa 78000 000,000 00 00,000 Lonr.

Moon shines by the suulight that falls on it. We get about
17%. of this sonlight as moon light. The light of the sun is
(15,000 times stronger than the light from the full moon

The woon is full of wide craters. The higgest of thom is called
Ptolemy and is 1156 miles wide. Tho deepest erator is called
Theophilus and is 10,000 feet deep, The highest visible peak
on the moon s culled Leibnitz,  Tts height s 24970 feet.

The gravitational pull of the moon ia about one-sixth that of
the earth and an objoet 1 hat would weigh 6 Ibs. oo earth would
weigh only a Ib. on the moon.

Both heat and cold are much more severe on the moon than
on the earth. [ta duy temperature i about 200° and the night
temporature 200° below freezing.

Seen through the biggest telescope on earth the moon appoars
s seen from & distance of only 20 miles,

The bodies that circle round the sun are called pllnﬂh and the

bisdies that cirole rounil the planots satellites. Our earth is o
planet and the moon Is its satellite,
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THE PORTRAIT ON THE WALL-I

(O xcrupon a time, there lived on & mountainside in China,
a young farmer numed Chuang. He was a very nice boy.
He worked hard all the year round. He earned enough
to live comfortably. But most of his earmngs were tuken
away by the wicked emperor in the shape of taxes. So he
was left poor. He could not take a wife and have the
comforts of u family. He was doomed to permanent
poverty and lonliness.

When his friends saw Chuang they would sing :

“The Emperor's barny are bursting full,
Poor Uhuang hasn't o penny.
The Emperer has wives by scores and dozens,
Poor Chuang hasn't any.”

An artist saw the misery of Chuang and painted a life-size
picture of a beautiful girl. He thought the picture would
give the young man some pleasure. He put it up on a
wiall inside Chuang's house, so that it brightened the
home and made it look less lonely.

Chuang fell in love with the girl on the wall. She looked so
nice and so real. She seemed to be keeping him company.
He looked upon her as his own wife. When he went
out to the ficlds next morning he looked at the painting

and thought, “How nice it would be if only she could
cook for me! ™




The Hindu Marriage Bill, 1963, an important purt of the Hindu
Code, has obtained the Presulent s sssont and become law since 19th
May. According to this law monogamy is the rule for the entire
Hindu Community. Divores is also permittod ander cortuin oonditioos.
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It is estimsted that 1,480 crores may be spent apon Indiso
Rallwnys umder the Second Five-Year Plan, This {8 moure than
three-and-a-hall times the amount spent during the First Plan.  The
total amonnt to he spent under the Secomd Plan is 6,300 ¢rores,
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In May an All-Indis Mango show was held in Bombay. Nearly

1000 exhibite were diaplayed. Over 130 prices wore given away,
Shei 8, V. Sitarampswamy of Bobbili, who sent about 100 exhibita got
the most important priges ineloding the Rajpramukh of PEPSU
Trophy.

. . .

Recontly two Himalaysn Peaks weére conguorsd by different
eapoditions, Kanchanjunga, the third highest peak in the world was
confuersd by s British expedition led by Dr. Charles Evans, on May
25. A Prench expedition led by M. Jeas Franee conguered Makaly
peak, the fifth highest in the world, on My 44,




* Kashmir Princess™* an Air India International Constellation
plane was destroyed on the eve of the Bandung Conference, near
Sarawnk. An inquiry shout the nocilent rovealed that the plane was

destroyed by sabotsge throngh a time-bomb explosion.

By the Peesidents' order s now Ministey of Lron and Steel wos
eonstituted an May v9, Sk T, T, Krishnnmachari who was [0 charge
of Commeroe and Industry has been put in ohurge of the now Ministry.
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70,000 railway men in the United Kingdom started o attike ot
midnight of May 28-230, On the night of May 31, Queen Elizabeth
doclared o stado of emergeney to keop the vilal services runuiong in
faoe of the strike.

Former Frenoh arcas of Pondicherry, Karaikal, Maho and
Yanuan will be electing an Asembly for the Pondicherry State. There
are 1LBOO0D vobters and they will elect 39 members Lo the Assombly.
They will also elect 300 members to the vurious wunicipal coundils in

the four territories, It ks decided that the elections shall take place in
the third wook of July.
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P'rime Minister Nebmm started for the Soviet Union on June 4
aceompanied by his daughter, Mes. Lodigs Gaodhi. On his way he
louched Cairo (Capital of Egypt), Prague (Capital of Ceechosluvakia)
atnd reached Mospow on June 7, where he had & groal wolpome. He
will tour the Soviet Union for two weeks,

Beooontly Nelem's hook = Diseovery of Indin " has heen teans.
lated into Hussian,
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e |-'l.‘{r||i|'|,l_1; Dose and Vass Wt Lo the meadows {or a walk.
Their dog “Tiger" necompanied them carrying an ambrella in its
motth, in rase it should rain,  All the three sat on the green groes

A hig. bard ram which was grazing nearby eaw them and got
angry. *How dare these kide coms and sit here while [ s
baving my loneh 1 shall Frighten them out of their wits,” the
big. bl ram thought, Iv lowered its head and charged at them.

Promptly Dass and Vass took 1he ambrelln from “Tiger,” unfolded
it wnd showed it to the ram. [t was the big, bad ram that was
frightened out of ita wits, It tarned back and ran away lor dear lile
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