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AN

INTRODUCTION TO VASAVADATTA.

OF

SUBANDHU.
DS
TrE object of lingwistic expression 15 either to ins-
truct the understanding by the com-
munication of ideas, or to dehight 1t
by a succession of sweet sounds and agreeable fancies.
For long these two functions remain undifferentiated
and when a society makes sufficient advancement, they
begin to diverge, and two very distnet styles of ex-
pression result from this divergence Poetry ams at
giving delight directly, and prose at instructing Therr
comtmon origin will yet be seen 1 each trespassing on
the domain of the other; for we find poetry instruct-
ing und prose gwing dehght, But this division of
labour 15, m all advanced societies, an accomplished

Prose origm.

Though there 1s such a division found m all ad-
vanced hiteratures, circumstances tend
to over-develop one functionary organ
and atrophy another. In this, as in every activity con-
nected with an organism, use makes for growth, and
the absence of it for decay and death. If in a country

Vernaculars.
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the social functions are carried on in one langue
and the artistic aims are satisfied by another, we m:
be prepared to look for the decay of the instrume
of communication and an undue devclopment of tl
of artificial expression. Here n this country, fron
variety of causes, Sanskrit became the language o
coterie of literatii, and the business of common I
including preaching and pleading in courts, was dc
in the numerous local dialects. MHence 1t was tl
from the earliest times we do not find any pedestri
prose cultivated 1n this country  That great popul
religious movement, wz., Buddhism, chose a pral
(ée., & local dialect) for 1its instrument, and Ne
Hinduism the numerous vernaculars of the country.

No doubt, during the Brahmana period prose w
written, and that s very terse and ve
ktﬁ‘;ﬁ‘j::_"f Sans o00d prose.  We can rarely fi
equally good prose as the prose
some portions of the Upamshads , for sumplicity, direc
ness, earnestness, and rhythmn, they have hard
therr equals in any hterature. But there 1t ende
The period of the Upanishads and the Brahmanas w
far away m the dim ages of the past, running back
more than a thousand years before Christ,—~to a fn
when all the great modern lteraturos and wode
peoples had not even seen the hght of day. But, sin
then, consequent on the closer mingling of the Ary:
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and the Non-Aryan on the Indian soil, the mother-
tongue of the diversified race ceased to be Sanskrt
and the daily businesses of hife ceased to be conducted
thro’ the medium of that tongue. Hence the old prose
died out; and for long the literati wrote, to their own
delight and to the mystification of the many, works to
their taste or interest in the Sanskrit tongue As
taste, refinement and form were the things aimed at,
verse was employed to the almost entire exclusion of
prose. With the neglect of prose, those intellectual
qualities which are concerned in the making of prose—
viz., level-headedness, judgment, samty, reflection and
the sense of utility, ceased to be valued to the requi
site extent. The result is, we find among us a race
highly intellectual mdeed, very fastidious in taste and
extremely subtle, but really wanting in judgment
and samty.

Thus 1t happens that, in Sanskrit, prose literature
itself 1s only a variety of poetry—mak-

Sﬂ‘fx‘;gn;";ﬁi‘;d ing a new departure only i the
matter of rhythm. Sanskmt writers

on poetics rightly mmclude it under Kavya literature,
and they find no other distinction between their poetry
and their prose— viz., therr 9 and their ¥T— than the
mere formal one of the former bemng in regular mea-
sure and the latter i wrregular rhythm. In no other
respect do the two styles differ, The author of the
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Sakityadarpana defines 1t merely a3 FRa=IGHS 1q
which 1s nothing but a paraphrase of Dandin’s defim
tion, wgrx: gaggrEl wg. Therefore, in the matter o
Alamkara and of general aim, Sanskrit prose does
not differ from Sanskrit verse. Tt 1
altogether artifictal and bombastie
The want of the sense of proportion, which is the be-
setting sm of the Indian intellect, 15 seen here i ats
most glarmg form. Without any regard to propriety
of time, place or circumstance, every possible minor
detail 1s given in all its fullness, and “no topie is let
go” m the words of the fair translator of Kidambari,
“ il the anthor can squecze no more from it.”  Dr,
Cowell finds m it a resemblance to the estilo culfo of
Spamsh literature. It abounds with double meanings
and veiled allusions in the sentenees, so that, the reader
1s apt to be bewildered by the dazzling coruseations
which keep flashing across his path. 'The obser-
vations are all commonplace and conventional, and
the puns and the under-meanings chiefly refor to
mythologic characters or to well-known pootical supor-
stitions. The sententions wisdom of Sanskrit writers
is, however, not absent 1 these, thongh it appears to
greater advantage in thewr usual charming sotfing of
Limpid verse. But there is no profundity of thought
orresearch. The abundant usc of immense compounds
18 considered to be the chief characterstic of an
important class of this kind of composition known us

The manner.
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I ; the other varieties being goE, Faaty,
and qﬁa; Of these g is simple prose, and it is
availed of in the course of a work to set off the pre-
ponderating effect of long-winding compounds; FAAT
affects the rhythm and melody of verse, and it
attempts at a reconciliation between g% and Isw-
sy, Perhaps, in the early days of prose composition,
works were written m all the four styles; but some-
how the full and melodious flow of the SepfHER; took
the fancy of the poets, and the extant prose works are
allim 1t In a sense, this artifice of crowding words
n huge compounds minimise the etymological diffienl-
ties of a syntactical langunage like Sanskmt, and the
1deas flow with all the ease that characterises an ana-
lytical language. To a foreigner and to the begmner,
the form 1s repulsive indeed ; but after some practice 1t
will be found that Sansknt prose 1s not as difficult a
reading as European scholars generally take it to be.
It has a charm and verve of its own. The chief fanls
that one has to find with Sanskrt prose works, does
not he so much with the manner as with the matter.

These works are extremely thin in
action and hfe. They are monotonous
by reason of the intermnable descriptions of scenes
strung together by a meagre thread of narrative. The
descriptions themselves are fantastic and unreal,

The matter
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containing long strings of comparisons often teeming
with puns. Yet, n spite of their highly artificial, and, to
the modern taste, their unattractive setting, many
really poetical ideas are found imbedded 1n them. Mo
a Hindu ear especially, the movement and the melody

are peculiarly appealing.

One of the extant writers of this kimd of prose is
Subandhu, the author of Vasavadatti.

P,E;f’““dh“’s Bina and Dandin are two other old
writers that belong to the same school.

What Kahdasa 1s to poetry and drama, Bina is to
romance. He has exhausted the possibilities of that
species of composition 1 so far as it was possible for
one 1n his age and 1n his condition  Yeuit 13 vemark-
able that, in spite of Bina, Subaudhu continnes to be
read and admired This shows the intrmsic worth of
Subandhu. TItis true that some of the passages in
Kidambar: and Harshacharita bear evident traces of
Visavadatti. Perhaps Bina took to cultivating this
species of composition under the inspiration, 1f not
under the direct teaching, and i emnlation, of Su-
bandhu himself. That he was quite famliar with,
and an ardent admirer of, Subandhi’s Visavadatta, is
clearly made known in lus obvious and apprecitive
allugion to that work m his troductory verses to
Harshacharta adfM@eeedt 99 qEageEn. b is the
style and the form that must have attracted Bina to
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it and compelled him to pay this tribute of admiration.
For Subandhu seems to have cared less for the working
out of emotions and characters than for « mgenuity of
diction.”  In the words of Mrs, Manuing, “ Puns are
common 1n all Sanskrit Literature, but Subandhw’s
work is desoribed as a volume of puns. So to choose
and dispose his diction as to render 1t susceptible of a
diversity of interpretation, is the distinct amm of the
author.” Subandhu himself was quite conscions of
his own distinction when he characterises s work
a8 TRYURTRINEF IRy eTaftaasy, Thus we may
take Subandhu’s work as the model of this species of
writing. Dandm, who preceded Bana, wrotem a
different style, and so did not catch the fancy of Bina.
Tt 1s Bana, and through him Subandhu, that has given
the law to the so-called Sanskrit prose down to
modern times.

Asarule, very little ot the personal history of lite-
rary men 1s known m this country. A

ms:_b‘*“dh“ the  Iiperary hife itself 1s everywhere known
to be colorless and plain. It should

have been more so in a country like India where the
hands of the society-clock but moved, if at all, so slow-
ly. Whether living in a secluded village on the banks
of the great nvers of Hindustan with their recurring
floods and droughts, thewr majestic rush and thewr
stagnation 1n the plams, or used to the not always
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honourable and self-respecting publicity of court life
in one of the many small kingdoms with which the old
empire of Bharata, Rama or Yudhisthira was honey-
combed, the Indian poet had a very uneventful life
to lead. A few hterary disputationsin the royal pre-
sence, a few juvemle peccadilloes by the village water-
ways or temples, and rare and distant visits on pilgri-
mage to the nexghbouring shrines and holy waters,
formed the routine of the lives of most of these people.
The main business of their hfe seems to have been
study and teaching and writing. What a pity that
so much energy and so much hiterary talent was in
most cases wasted upon mere inamties and useless
fancies! Of Subandhu the man, we know next to
nothing. He seems to have been a Brahmin, and had,
as & votary, a greater partiality to Krishna, as may
be inferred from the preferential tone m his invoca-
tion.  No doubt,in those early days, the sectarianism
of later India had not become pronounced. Even
now, n the north, it 1s said that members of the same
family may be found to worship different dexties. Yet,
{from the numerous allusions to Vishnu and his avatars
and from the preferential tone in his invocatory verses,
one is led to think that Subandhu was a Vaishnava,
though not m the modern sense of the term. From
the numerous allusions to Mimamsa and the disputa-
tions between the Buddhists and the Mimamsakas we
are led to imagine that he must have been a Mimam-
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saka himself Indeed, Mr. Telang has, in his paper
on Subandhw and Kumarla, striven to prove from the
strength of these allusions that Subandhu must have
Lived in the generation after that in which great
victories had been scored on the Buddhists by Kuma-
rila and the Mimamsakas. That learned scholar has
shown that this final contest between Buddhism
and Hmdwismm must have taken place during the
mterval between Fa Hian’s visit to India and that of
Huen Thsang m the 7th century A. D. Therefore,
in all probability, Subandhu hinself was an ardent
Mimamsaka and Vedic scholar. His recondite allusions
to other sciences, such as grammar and logic, show that
he was not unacquainted with them  But it 1s note-
worthy that there 1s no allusion to Advaitism or any
of the other phases ot Vedantism  Yet one has to think
that Subandhu must have been a mere worldly man
with a taste for the pleasures of sensual Iife  His
choice of the subject i his romance, and the evident
zest with which he desciibes the mere physical side of
love, show that he had not passed the stage of a re-
fined voluptuary. We do not find in all the work
any suggestion of maturity ot thought or refinement
of feelings. Xven the hterary taste of our author
does not seem to be above reproach. Expressions such
as the followmg must take away from the 1eputa,txou of
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describing the sportive enjoyments ot lovers, (3) -
TeaadT e Exerme:, 1 the description of the Vindhya
range, (4) anf: Pgsfig magaiwe, when he compares
the starry sky to a leper. But m this he was perhaps
m no way worse than lus age. If one has to go away
with the impressions which one receives from the
romances and the Sanskrit plays, one cannot but thinlk
that the state of society must then have been very
wretched indeed. Dissoluteness of every description
was the one business of life among the Ingh aud the
low. Taste and refinement meant hitle more thaun
sensuality. But we know otherwise that this was not
the whole of the matter. Only tlus was the subject that
mterested the poets most. For there was also deep
scholarship of a solid kind i the Sastras i those days

there was also the quiet preparation for the plulosophy
and philanthropy of the later schools of Voedantisin
m Sankara and 1 Ramanuja.  Above all, there was
the slow Aryamsation and the developmont of the
common people m the vast aveas that Lad been sub-
jugated by Avyamsm, and the establishment of tem-
ples, religions and htames It was altogethor a very
active epoch-——the one that preceded the advent of
Huen Thsang—in which Subandlu seems to have
hved and worked. But Subandhu lumself, if wo enn
judge from what 1s left by him in Ius Visavadutii,
took httle or no active mterest m all this, Ile was
merely a voluptuary and visouary poot that had
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the graces of writing. In calling himself gREadIaT-
#xaarg: he has sigmfied that he was not even a deep
and laborous scholar  But 1t 18 clear he was neither
a Buddhist himself nor a friend of Buddhists. Thisis,
perhaps, all that he means when he says that he is
gewka=g.. The chowce of the style and his allusions
to music would make one think that Subandhu was a
practical musician himself, or at least was a lover of
music, and was also, to  some extent, aquainted with
the techmque of 1t (Cf. o 57 THRERE)

From the clear reference to Visavadatti m
Bana's Harshacharila, we get an in-
terior it for the date of Subandhu.
For Bina 1s well known to have flonmshed i the
court of Harshavardhana Siladitya, King of Kanouj,
during the first half of the seventh century A.D. The
late Mr. Telang has striven to show that he must
have lived 1n the latter half of the 6th century m the
generation after the defeat of Buddhism at the hands
of the 1eviving school of Mimamsakas. For his re-
ferences to the conflict of Mimamsa and Buddhism
would not have been quite popular 1f he had lived
long after thatconflict. €. Ffamfifmagafir g7
qurraEaARe: | gfaasEtae TRealaEER | HHEE-
TR EFaRTraEaaT @ s | He could not,
have lived earlior because 1t 18 known that neither
Jaimni, the author of the Mimamsa Sutras, nor

Subandhu’s Date.
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Sabaraswann lus ygreat commentator, had any such
cuntest with Bnddhism. It was Kumanila Bhatta, the
precur~ur of Sankara, that had a deadly contest with
the Badillusts. This contest and defeat appears to
have taken place during the first half of the sixth
eentuey, when great Buddhist scholars, such as
Dharmakirti, Vacabandhu, Asanga and Digniga, were
Avarishme  Mr Max Muller has clearly shown n his
Tadwe  What of can teach us® that these writers were
contemporares, 1t was then that Fa Hian wvisited
India Subandhulimself refers toan Alankara Sastra
woten by Dhaimakirtn - Hence we have to assign
for onr author a date not much anterior to that of
Bina  The story of Visavadatts itself 15 a very old
~tory It was known even m the time of Patanjal,
and perhaps earher Prof Bhandarkar has established
beyond doubt the date of Patanjali as the second
century B O Patanjah, i s Makabhashya, comment-

mg on the Sutra W’Iﬁm’ﬁl adds the 2arfihe

AT AERgreg || and llustrates 1t by the

example EEEREE m the sense of one who studies
the romance of Vasavadatta This clearly indicates
that, m Patanjali’s time, there were romances on
the fortunes of Vasavadattd Tt cannob refer to our
Vasavadatta, because 1n this we find clear references
to the  Brihatkatha of Gunidhya, which was written
t?]‘li}’ m the first century A D. during the reign of
Ritavihana. Moreover, the story of Vasavadattd, as
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given by Subandhu, bears no resemblance to the one
given m Brikailatha and populary known. In the
popular romance she married Vatsaraja, and the
manner of the woomng and winmng was altogether
different Subandhu himself was not unacquamted with
the whole story, for, n lis davs, Gunddhya’s Brihat-
l.atha should have been extant, and he refers to some
of the charactersinit, e.¢ , Naravahanadattd, Priyamgu
and Syamd In the sloka, grgasr &g 9@ Foqia
T A vy | gTEE Ffaa Taia g FEATERilwe  have
clear 1ndication of the tine of Subandhu For the
poet speaks as if the death of Vikramdditya has taken
place but recently  Who this Vikramdditya was we
must find out from archaologial and other evidence.
Certainly, we have not here the old Vikramaditya mn
whose court flourished Kihdisa But the Vikra-
maditya that lent credit to Mr. Fergusson’s Korur
theory, mght be the one intended The grandfather
of Harshavardhana Siladitya 1s also known as Harsha,
and the Rwaturamyine mentions him by name. It
was 1 his time that the Saka incursions became
troublesome  Subandhu hmself was acquainted with
the Sakyas, for he describes them as having a partial-
ity for red dress  (qrr & wAEmEAC)  Alburam
speaks of the battle of Korur and the vietor Vikra-
maditya m the 6th century A. D If the battle of
Korur (second?) was fought about 514 A D and the
victor Vikramaditya died a few years after that, the
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inur veference to his memory by a poet who had
Sw n o~y 4oomthe latter half of the sixth century,

Te lldAtt‘ m place Thus, all the collateral
. ie1ves that throw light on Subandhu’s date, will
-~ - cohevence  In fine, we may take the period
~yv.en 34 =370 AD as the most probable one for

—y

th vane of Subandhu

Frem the author let us now pass to the work
That the story of Vésavadattd has
long heen a popular favorite, 1s already
mentioned The populanty has passed out of Sanskrit
treparuretself, For Thirumangamannan, one of the
~ri Varhnava Alwars who wrote the Tamil Praban-
AL, pertions ler by name  What attracted so much
popular feehing towards her, was her character and
th= romantwe adventures of her ife.  In all probability,
<he wa- an Instorical character whom the myth-malk-
it o tendencies of that fime raised 1nto a romantic he-
r e The story of Vasavadattd, as primanly given by
Granithya and subsequently by Somadeva n his
Kortlossas dhvigora, 1s entn‘eb dhfferent  from what
Snbandhu  has gl\'eu to us  Subandhu exphleitly
state~ that hi- 1< an sqaEReFan, an altogether original
Bidutthatlie e, possessing all the sentiment and
Ywanty of Drikatlatha but following an altogether

Vi wadatty

new plan The parrot that narvates the story, morve-
vwer, wdils that 1t was actually witnessed by 1t (seaefrs-
&1y m allusion, perhaps, to the mere hearsay Brhat-
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hatha, which all the feathered tribe had heard frow
the lips of Gunadhya when, according to the version
of the Kathisa ithsigar a, he read out portions of 1t to
the wind and birds and beasts i the lonely deserts of
Vindhya's wilderness, and consigned the precious
leaves of is immortal work to the flames, stung by
the mdifference and neglect of the reignmg monarch
and the jealousy of Ins hterary conrtiers.

According to the Biihathatha, Visavadattd was
a daughtor of the king of Ujjam.
Her father made up his wmd to
give her m marriage to Vatsaraja, the fan kg of
Kausambr, Commumecations passed between the
potentates concerming the match, but the hanghty
lang of Kausambi would not consent to go to Ujjaim
to vecerve his bride, but demanded het to be sent to
him with a suitable escort But the father of Vasava-
datta contrived to tauke Vatsa captive by wmeans of a
wooden elephant withm which armed foree was kept

The old version

concealed, and which was left on the bordermg
wilds between thewr kingdows so as to atiract the
atlention of King Vasta famous as an A, 1 Shikare.
The captive primee was confined i Ujjain; and the
king wanted to learn from him a charmn that he was
credited to know, wherewith he was able 1o subdue
clephants. But Vatsa’s domands asto the formalities to
be observed w learniug 1t of lum were too humihating
to an mdependent monarch like the King of Upjan,
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and su he made his fan daughter the pliant disciple
thut Primee Vatsa wanted. With a screen between the
souths the lectures began, and in course of time 1t
ended n therr mutnal falling 1n love and thewr elope-
ment. This meagre account1s enough to show how
much the story. as given by Subandhu, diverges from
the traditionary version. In fact, there 1s nothing 1n
common betrween the two, except the name of the
heroine and the prevaihng romantic sentiment It
cannot be said that Subandhu has improved upon the
old account by his treatment of 1t  He has merely
elevated 1t altogether mto the realm of the unreal and
the fantastic. Instead of being a picture of hife, 1t has
Lecome a mere 1deal phantasy. Perhaps the old
romance of Amruddha and Usha snggested (asa
modification) to him and lus metaphysical mund the
thought that insuch a union the freaks of the Cicator
might be better exemplified (18] Srae ENAATTHIAE ).
Two people, a fair youth and a far maid, see and love
each other m dreams they meet, they elope, and the
lady disappears muraculously. The hero raves and
resolves to kill himself, when lo ! magically the herome
appears and narrates the story of her unexpected loss
and her miraculons restoration. Im all this, there 1s
not one meident that has any resemblance to real hifc
Hence there 1sno moral value m the plot To a
modern reader, therefore, there 1s ittle to attract m
this except the form, and the foim, too, 1s, to our
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discursive age, not wholy palatable 1f we shall have
any of the romances written m Sanskrt, we would
keep Kidambars and consign the rest to the back-
shelves of ourlibrary Bina wasaware of the quahties
that must grace a true romance

FAISAT SfeRarEr P s, T @

PFeErT FEaET T I
This 1deal has been reached m s Kidamba i, and
Kiidambar v alone, among all the numerous products of
that artificial age  Bana also has agraceful style ; for
he passes as a special representative of the Panchali
style whose characteristic 15 ““a sweet soft flow
characterised by vigour (a?[ﬁﬁ) and elegance (m?a‘)
with compounds of not more than five or six words ”
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