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PREFACE.

Lord Macau-lay begins his Essay on Olive thus:'" We haye always thought it strange that, while the history*
of the Spanishempire in-America is familiarly known to all the
nations of Europe, £he great actions of our countrymen in the
East should, even among ourselves,excite little interest. Every
schoolboy knows who imprisoned Monteizuma,and who' strangled
Atahualpa. But we doubt whether one in ten, even among
English gentlemen of highly cultivated minds, can tell who
won the battle of Buxar, who perpetrated the massacre of
Patna, whether Sujah Dowlah ruled in Oude or in Travancore,
or whether

Holkar

was a Hindoo1 or a Mussulman."

What MacaHilayremarksin-theseintroductorylines
about the educated Englishman of his' tim'e may, with

fU'Stfee;
be'applied!to' the Hindus1of the presentday, who,
thottgn1
wellversedin the d-etailsof the historiesof foreign1
&la'tjk>n's,
are ignorant of even the' rriost important events in1
^fiSe lire's of their ancient heroes jtndEsaints. The reason

of tn-is1
anomalyis plain enough< All their'timfe'is taken

up in1'headingEnglish abhorsa'nxtcbn'seqitently
works
written1
in Yerlaa^ilai'
artfn'aturally
ne'glecteiIt is,-therefore,with the' objectof impartingsome1
knowledge1
of the
Puransto su'cnof theEnglishreading'
ptiblicaisareeither
xinacquainted'
withanyof the't^erhaculars
ofthiscountryor
asare unacciistomed
to readVernacularbooks,that we*
haveundertafeen;
to putiishHhisseries.
Our thanks are due to thoSie'gentlen^en*
who havef

kindly subscribed
for the puhlicatiotias we'llas^ta'those'
have renderedus assistancein other ways.

PUBHASHI

& CO.
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Powlasti, a son of Bramkadev,* was married to Deva-

yarni, and he liad a son called Vishrava. A daughter
of Bharadwaja, a Rishi, | was given awayin marriage to

Vishrava; and she had a soncalledKuber. Bramhadev
had createdLanka and given it to Kuber.

While Kuber

wasruling there,a demoncamefrom Fatal J in the form
of a Brahman and becamevery jealous of him. The demon said to himself, '* Lanka is my country and this man

has no right to rule.here." So sayingto himself he gave
awayhis daughter,Kakesi, in marriageto Vishravawith
a view to drive out Kuber of his country, Lanka, with the

\ help ol the sonswhowouldbe bornto her by him. VishSv^Thadgot by Kakesi threedemons,Ravana, Kumbhakarna, and Vibhishana and two demonesses,Tateka and *

Surpanakha. Eavan and his brotherswentto Gokarna,
where they performed severe penances. Siva§ was propitiated by Havana, Bramhadev by Kumbhakarna, and
, Vishnu 1f by Yibhishana. Bramhadev wag pleased with
them and called upon them to ask him for blessings. Eavana was blessed with a power to imprison all gods
and also with wealth and learning. Kumbhakarna wanted
such a blessing from Bramhadev as would enable him to

devourheavenand earth. All the gods were, therefore,
alarmed and prayed to the goddess,Saraswati,who induc-

ed the demonto ask the god for sleep.Bramhadevblessed
* The. creating god of the universe, j- A sage. J The re*

gionsunderthe earth.

§ The destroyinggodof the universe,

$ Theprotecting
godof the universe.
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Mmwith sleep,sayingthatthe demon
wouldriseeverysix
monthsto eathis mealsand indulgein all other luxuries. Yibhishanawasblessed
with a powerto pray always
to Vishnu. Ravana and Kumbhakarana then collected all

demonsincludingKharadushanaand Trishiraand marchedagainst Kuber to conquerLanka. They foughtwith
Kuber with bravery,but the latter repulsedthem with
heavyloss. Ravanathen wentto Vishrava and brought
his'letterto Kuber askinghim to give Lanka to. the demonwithout any resistance.On readingthe letter from
his father hegavethe countryto Ravanaand proceeded
to heaven: by a Viman* Mayasur, a demon, gave
away his daughter, Mandodari, in marriage to Ravana.

J)irghajwala,,a grand-daughterof Bali,,wasmarried ta
Kumbhakarna, and Sharma,a daughterof a Gandharv,^ to

Tilihishana. Ravanaconquered
all countriesand devoured a large number of Brahmans and cows. He robbed.

Kuber of his treasureand oppressedall other people.
Be hadeight thousandwives,onelac of sonsand one la&
and twenty thousand grand-sons. He had eiglitaa**
tcshoyanis^
of musicians^
whoentertained
him with music.

All kings werehis slaves,and eight thousandtorcheslightedhis sabha§ everynight. All mountainsfor fear
of Xndra$prayed.toRavanafor protection,whotold them

to'Ibecome
elephants.Theyaccordingly
became
elephantswh^m/he engaged
ashis servants.He then marched
against Indra with his eldestson, Meghanand. A severe

battletook.placebetween
the godsandthe demons,
but|

the former.were defeatedby the latter. In that battle?*

Meghanand
flungdownIndra withhis hairawati$,and^
j*

* A conveynance
ora chariot servingasa throne throaghJ/

*tfeskies,
self
-directed
andself-moving,
f A demi-god.
%One'
Kshoyalu
consists
of 21,870
chariots,21,870
elephants,
1^09,350foot,and65,610
horses,, § A court.

$ An eiephaiit» """ *"'

""""".

^f The"kingof the gods/

-

.""*"

</
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hencehe was called Indrajit, the conquerer of Indra. All
the gods were seizedby Havana and releasedon the condition that they should servehim in. his household in different capacities. All the gods becamehis slaves; Indra
served him as his butler, Chandra held a chatra* over
him, Kuber and Anil cleanedand washedall the things
in his house. Agni servedhim. as his washerman,and
Gabhasti as his page. Brahaspati was his pleader, Brarnhadevhis priest, and ISTarada
alwaysentertainedhim with

singing. Ravana becamea greatfavouriteof Siva; and
by his blessinghe had got ten facesand twentyhands.One
day he, proud of his prosperity, went by his viman to
Kailasa, the place of Siva, when Nandi^ who was guarding the door of the abodein which the god lived, prevented him from entering it. The demon was greatly insulted at the conduct of Nandi, and said " I do not care a fig

of theeand thy master." So sayinghe beganto forcehis
way in, when Siva cursedhim and said to him, " A human
being and monkeys will kill thee in a battle.** Enraged
s£ this cursehe tried to pull off the mountain on which
the abodeof Siva stood with a view to carry it to Lanka,
when,the god pressedit in such a manner that the domonking was confined to it for one thousandyears. He always
cried and prayed to Siva during the time for his release.
One day the god pitied him and set him free. Thence
he went to Sahasrarjua and praised his own. strength
there, when the latter caught hold of him and jput him in

his arms. He was ashamed
and wentto the kingdomof
Bali, who possessedprodigious strength.

He entered the

palaceof theking and praisedhisvalourand bravery,when
tire latter said in order to test his strength, u There lie

the kundalasJ of the demon,Heranyakashapu,
whomVi*
shnu had killked to protect Pralada. Just go and get the
* A largeand lofty parasol, f The bull on whiphSivarides.
J Ear-ornaments,
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ornamentshere." Ravanawent to t>ringthem but he could

not lift themup,whenBali saidto him,"If thoucanstbring
the kundalas,just get that die whichfell downthere,while
my wife and I wereplaying together/' Havana accordingly wentto bring thedie but, to his greatsurprise,he
could not removeit, when both Bali and his wife heartily

laughedat him. Ravana,humbledas hewas, set out for
Lanka; but on the road he was robbedof his clothes and
ornaments and let off with soot being applied to his ten
faces and with his handstied up behindlike a prisoner.
He wasmuch troubled by the peopleon the road. Some
threw dust at him, someslappedhim in the face, some

pulledhim by the beardand othersmadehim sit down
on a dung-hill. A maid-servantof Bali caught Mm so forcibly that he implored her to spare his life. Vishrava
then came there and begged of Bali to make a presentof
the demonto him. His requestwas granted and Havana
iras let off. The demon-kingreturned to Lanka with shame
and confusion. A few days after his return to Lanka he
went to catch Vali, who carriedhim away in his arms t^his house and tied him up to the cradlein which his son,
Angada, was fast asleep. Vishrava came and requested
Vali to set him free. Vali granted Ms requestand, applying sootto all the facesof Ravana,allowed him to go
to Lanka. Oneday lie asked Bramhadevto inform him
by whosehands he would die, when the god told him that
he would die by the hands of Rama, a son of Dasharatha
and grand-sonof Ajapal. Ravana got very indignant and
said that he would kill Dasharathaand his wife by any

means.Soonafter,Ajapalmadepreparations
for celebrating the marriage of Ms son with Kausalya, when Narada

told Mai to watchhis sonand daughter-in-law,
because;
Ravanawouldkill themunderanycircumstances.
Whereupon Ajapaltook Dasharatha
and Kausalyaon boarda
shipin the seafar off and was aboutto tell hispriest to

Ramavijaya.
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perform
their marriage,whenHavanaattackedtheship
at night with a largearmy of demonsand brokeher in
the sea. All perishedexcept Dasharathaand Kausalya.
Karana put Kausalya into a box and handedit over to a

fish, whichcarriedit to a desolateislandand deposited
it
there for safety, Dasharathastruggledmuch with the
waves of the sea but at last he got into a broken vessel,
which was carried by the waves to the island, where the
box was depositedby the fish. Dasharathalanded on the
sea-shore; and seeing the box there he seatedhimself upon it for rest. Having got refreshed,he opened the box
out of curiosity but, to his great surprise, he found Kausalya in it. Narada came there in the meantime and,
having perfonied their marriage, blessedthem, saying that
the god, Kama, would be born to them, In Lanka Ravana.
askedthe god, Bramhadev, about his prediction. . He said
to the god, " Where is Dasharatha? You. know, he has already perishedin the sea." Bramhadevreplied, "Long since
Dasharatha has beenmarried to Kausalya; and you will see
tjaat Rama will be shortly born to them." Havana said,
" Well then, get them here." Bramhadev-replied, "If I

get them here,whatwill you give me?" Rava*na
said, "I
promise to give you whateveryou will ask from me."
Bramhadevthen went and brought the box from the island
and, having opened it, he showedthe bride and bridegroom to the demon. As soon as he saw them, he got
exceedinglyenragedand was about to cut off their heads,

when Bramhadev
steppedforwardand said to him, " You
promisedme that you wouldgive mewhateverI wouldask
from you. I, therefore, ask you not to kill Dasharatha

and Kausalya/ Ravanareplied, " You-mayask mefor
any other thing but I cannot spare the lives of those wreft-

fcched
beings." Bramnadev
said," I donot wantanyother
hings from you bufcI wantyou to sparetheir lives/ BaTanacould not breakhis promiseandaccordinglyspare<J

6'
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their lives. Bramhadevthen broughtthem to Ayodya

and placedDasharatha
on the throneof the country.
OnedaywhileEayanawasgoingbyhisviman,heobservedon"theroada beautifulwoman,whowasthe wifeof a god
and soughtto outrage her modesty. She complained
to
Bramhadeyagainstthe conduct of the demon, whenthe
god cursedhim and saidthat if he wouldoutragethe modesty of anywoman,he wouldbe cut into one hundred
pieces. For fearof the cursehe let hergo and beganto
deyour the Brahmans and cows that camein his way.
The earth trembled and went in the form of a cow to Bra-

mhadeywith all thegodsandBishisand appliedto him for
protection,whena voicesaid," I will be bornin the family
of Dasharathaand called Eama ; and killing Eavana and

all otherdemons,
I will makeall the godsandgoodpeople
happy, for the purposeof helpingmethe Shesha* on
which I lie, will be my second brother, who will be named
Iiakshuman, the sJiankha^ which is in my hand, will be
my, third brother, who will be called Bharata and the
siid&r^an^ my weapon,will be my fourth brother, who will

be namedShatrughana;and ye,all the gods,will' bemonkeys.Sivawill beMaruti; Bramhadey,Janbuyant;Dhanavantari,.Sushen;
Biahasapati,
Angada; the sun,Sugriva;
AgnI5:Nala; and Yama,Bashabha."Listeningto thevoice
of :Vishnu all the gods and Bishis were glad and returned
to their respectiveplaces. At Ayodya Dasharatha married i&orewives, Sumitra and Kayakayi. He was an ac-

complished'
princeand.very dexterousin the useof dha-,
nusJiabans.§
-Onedayhedreamta dreamin whichhefound
that he had killed an.innocent man and woman. Where*

uponheasked
hisguru*{ Vashista,
a Bishi,to interprets
* Theking of the serpent-race,
asa large,thousandhead-

edsnakes,
at oncethecouchand canopy
of Vishnuandthe up~:
holderof the worldwhich-rests
ononeof its heads. f The
U,.!J A disc'ug.*§:
Bows-and
'arrows;
f A^spiritual
teacher

Eamavijaya.

^

7

the dream,when the latter said to him, " This dream indicates bad omens. I, therefore, advise you to kill a few

stagsand performa penance,so that nothing bad may
happento you." Listening to the adviceof the guru Basharathawent-to a forest for hunting stags; and though
he worked hard the whole day, he did not comeacross

any stag. At the sun-sethe lay in wait at a lake anxiously expectinga stag there. But, in the meantime,a man
called Shravan came there with a kavada* acrosshis
shouldersin which his helplessold mother and father were

seatedby him. His parents, being thirsty, asked their
son to fetch some water for them.

Whereupon Shravan

placedthe kavadaon the ground, and taking a gobletin
his hand,wentto the lake ; but whilst he was taking the
water, the king took him for a stag and dischargedan
arrowat him, which passed
throughhis heart. Dasharatha camewherehe waslying and becameextremelysorry
for the accident, when Shravan said to him, " I shall not

nowlive. Please,therefore,take somewaterin this goblet
and giveit to my parents,as theyare verythirsty; and as
soon as I hear that they have quenchedtheir thirst, I
shall instantly.die. Theyare veryj)ld and cannotwalk*
I carry themin a kavada acrossmy shoulder. Oh, my
goo(lking, takecareof thesepoor creatures. Thereis no
one to look after them/'

Dasharatha sighed and wept

but the loss was irreparable. The king then took some
waterin the gobletand stoodwherethe kavadawasplaced
without speakinga word. The old womanand the man,
whowereblind, taking him for Shravan,said, " Child,
whydoestthou not speak? Art-thou angry with us, because we sent thee to the lake at this hour ?

Child, thou

art alwaysobedientto us and whathas irritated theetoday i'V Thesewords made Dasharatha shed tears, and at
* A barctboo lath provided with slings at each end te t!*Q
conveyanceacrossthe shoulder of pitcher, &c.

8
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last hebrokethe sad newsto the old parentsof Shravan,
when theycried violently and said, " Shravan,nonecan
get a son like thee in this world. We feel much for thee
and die with thee. Oh, we cannot bear this grief. You,

the murdererof our child,wecurse youand say that you
will alsodie of grief for yoursonin the samewaywedo.'*
Sosayingtheyinstantlyexpired.Dasharatha
grievedmuch
for Shravanand his old parentswhomhe had killed by his
own hands, and performedtheir funeral ceremonies. The

king then returnedto Ayodya and informedYashistaof
what had happened.At this time there was a great
faminein the country,astherewasno rain for twelveyears;
and consequentlythe subjectsof the king died of thirst
and hunger one after another. The rain was stopped, becauseYrashaparva,a powerfuldemon,fought wifchthe gods
in heavenwith the assistanceof his guru, Shukra. Indra,
therefore, sent a chariot to Dasharathaand requestedhim

to comeup to heavenand kill the demon,informinghim
at the sametime, that the rain was stoppedon account of

the battle with the gods. WhereuponDasharathawent
by the chariotto Indra with his favouritwife, Kayakayi.
Immediatelyon his arrivalthere Dasharathafoughtwith
the demonsandkilleda largenumberof them, whenYrashaparvamadean attack uponthe king but he wasalso
repulsed. His guru,Shukra, thentook the field and dischargedarrowsat the king, when the chariot of the king
was about to give way but his wife, Kayakayi, supported
it by one of her hands,of which the king knew nothing.
Dasharatha bravely continued the fight and cut off the
guru's horseand mugut* Shukra fled in alarm,with the
other demons. When everything was over, the king* was
informed that the victory he had gained in the battle with

the demons,wasdue to his wife, Kayakayi. The king
was pleased with her, and asked her what reward she

Ramavijaya;
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wantedfromhim. Kayakayireplied, « Kindly give me
your promisethat youwill give me whateverI will ask
from you; and 1 shall ask you for it wheneverI like." The

king generouslygavethe promisesherequired.
The victory, gained by Dasharatha in the battle with
the demons,was due to Kayakayi, becausewhen she was
young, a Tapaswi* cameto her parents and stayed with
them for a day. At the time of his bathing her mother
told her to go and rub his body with scents. She accordingly went to him with-the scents; but finding that the
Tapaswi was absorbedin meditation, she appliedsootto his
face instead of the scents. Having found that the soot
had beenapplied to his face, he got indignant and cursed
the doer of the mischeif and said. " Whoever has applied
this soot to my face, will always be looked upon by all
peoplewith contempt." Her mother was afraid of this
"curse; and finding that it washer daughter'sdoing, she
threw herself at the feet of the Tapaswi and implored him
to make the curse a little milder. Whereupon the Tapa-"
swi said, " The hand with which your daughter has applied the soot to my face, will give successto her husband in
a battle which he will fight with demons and for which
only she will be praised by all."
After the battle was over, Brahasapti asked the king
whether he had any issue. Dasharatha replied, " I am
very sorry that I have no issue." The god blessed him

and said," Vishnu, the protectinggod of the universe,will
be born to you." Indra said, " There is a Rishi called
Shringa Rishi, who has not yet seen a human face. He
lives with his father in a forest; and if he is induced and

broughtto Ayodya,his father,whois a greatTapaswi,will
comethere in searchof his son; and by his blessingyou
will get children. I shall, therefore, send a devangwntif,
*, An ascetic, f The wife of a god.
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to the forest to charmhim. with her beauty and singing,
so that he may easily follow her." Dasharatha thanked
Indra and returned to Ayodya with Kayakayi. Indra ac-

cordingly sent a devanganato the forest. The young
Rishi was placed by his father, Vibhandak, on a mala9 in
order that he might not be devouredby lions and tigers.
The young boy, having seenthe woman, was at first frightened; but soonafter, he wascharmed with her beauty
and singing. As his father was absent, she brought him
to Ayodya. Dasharathacordially receivedhim; and shortly after, he gave away his foster-daughter in marriage to
him. Vibhandak knew by his yoga^ that his son was
taken to Ayodya in his absence,and got so much enraged
that he immediately went to that city to curse the woman
to death. Dasharatha treated him with respect; and on
finding that his son was married to the foster-daughter of
the king, he was pleasedwith him and blessedhim, saying
that four mighty sons would be born to him. The Kishi

thenmadea havan.^ Thegod, Agni, cameout of it and
entrustedto Vashistaa ihali § full of payasIF and told
him.to divideit equallyamongthethreewivesof the king,
so that they might get sons, as soon as they partook of it.
Vashista madethree ptndas $ of the payas and gave the
largestof them to Kausalya, the eldestwife of Dasharatha,
and the other two to Sumitra and Kayakayi. Kayakayi,
the third wife of the king, became jealous and said that
she wasentitled to the largest pinda, becauseshe supported the chariot of the king by her own hands, which was
about to give way during the battle,with the demons.

While she wasthus quarreling aboutit, a #Aar|. from
abovesnatchedthe pinda from her hands and flew in the
* An erected seat, f & union with Bramha through abstract
meditation.
J A large hole madein the ground for reeeiviJIg
and preserving consecrated fire. § A cooking pot. ^ A dish
composedof rice, sugar, milk, &c, $ Lumps. || A kite. *
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air withit. She became
exceedingly
sorrvand begantoj
weep,whenDasharathaprevailed uponKaiwa^a to
de her pinda into two halves and give one

and keepthe otherfor herself. Kausalyaaccordinglydid
it; and Sumitra also did the same thing in compliance
with the wishes of the king. Thus Kayakayi got one full

pindafor herself,whichshe ate heartily. Kausalya and
Sumitra ate their own halves. Soon after, the three ladies

became
pregnant. The pindawhich wassnatchedby the
gharfrom the handsof Kayakayi,fell by a blast of wind
into the hands of Anjani, the wife of a monkeycalledKesari.
She also swallowed up the pinda and becamepregnant.
The story of the child born to Anjani is as follows:-

Anjani, the wife of Kesari, performeda severe
penancefor sevenyearson the hills calledRishiparvat,
in orderthat the god, Siva, might be pleasedto bless
her with an immortal son. Siva was pleased with her
and said, " An immortal son will be born to thee as
thou wishest. He will be a part of my body. I, therefore, tell .thee to sit here in meditation and swallow up
any thing that falls into thy hands, so that thy wish
may bo fulfilled/'
So saying Siva dis-appeared. The
pinda from the bill of the ghar fell into the hands of

Anjani,-andsheswallowed
it up as directedby Siva.
The ghar was a devangana who had become a bird
by the curse of Indra. This god was displeasedwith
her, because she did not dance properly; 'and it was
appointed by Bramhadev that she would be releasedfrom
the curse, as soon asthe pinda fell into the hands of Anjani.
The devangana was accordingly released from the
curse; and after her release she went to Indra. Anjani,

aftera periodof nine months,was deliveredof a powerful
jsoncalled Maruti He wasa monkeyand had a long
ytail. Whenhe sawthe light, he was hungry; and when

^hedidnotgetanythingto eat,he wentto devour
the

12
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sun, taking him fora fruit. At that time Eahu also
came there to devour the sun, when Maruti said to him>
" Who

art thou ? I have come here first to devour the

fruit."

So saying he broke the head of' Rahu with his

tail and, catching him by his feet, flung him down.
Ketu then cameto help him, but he was also severely
beatenby the monkey. In the mean-time, Maruti was

brought downby hisfather, the wind.
After nine months Kausalya, Sumitra and Kaya-

kayi weredeliveredof sons. Ramawasbornto Kausalya;
Lakshuman to Sumitra; and the twins, Bharat and
Shatrughana to Kayakayi. They grew up, and the
ceremoniesof investing them with sacred threads were

performed. Theywere taught by Vashistathe Vedas*
and mantras.1[ On his return from a pilgrimage Yis~
wamitra, a Rishi, came to Ayodya. Dasharatha received
him cordially and worshipped him with devotion. The
Rishi blessedhim and said to him, " Dasharatha, I want

you to give mea promisethat youwill giveme whatever^
I will ask fromyou.'' The king gave him the promise
the Rishirequired,when the latter said to the former>
" We all the Rishis are very much troubled by the
demons,Maricha, Subhahu,and others. They have often

destroyed
our havans;and consequently
we are not able
to performour yadnya%successfully.'No onecan kill
themexceptRama. I therefore,wishyou to send Rama
with me to kill the demons/'

and replied, "Rishi,

Dasharatha was startled

how can I send my tender child

with you? How can he kill the mountain-likedemons1
You may ask me for any other thing but not Rama/'
Yishwamitra became very indignant and said, " You

ought to have consideredwell, beforeyougaveme the
promise. At any rate I must now take Rama with me."
* Sacred writings of the Hindus, f Incantations. { A
sacrifice,

Ramavijaya,
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la the mean-timeVashista came there and advisedthe

king to sendRamawith the Bishi, sayingthat if he
did not listen to him,he would cursehim and his sons,as
hewasobstinate and of a cholericdisposition.Dasharatha

then broughtEamaand Lakshutnan
beforehis sabha
andgavethemin charge
of the Rishi. Vishwamitra
thea
accompanied
by two youngboys,setout for the forest,
wherethe Rishis were performingtheir yadnya. But
on the road they were encounteredby Tatika, a hideousand frightful demoness.Shehad the strength of tea
thousandelephants,
her chestwasas large as a mountain,
her hair and dresswere saturated with blood, the strings

of dead-bodies
wereput roundher neck, and her headwas
besmearedwith shindur*

As soon as she saw them, she

openedher mouthand wentwith other demonesses
to devour them, whenKama instantly killed her with onearrow. Twenty croresf of demons, headedby Banasur, <a

verypowerfuldemon,thencameuponRamato revengethe

killingof thedemoness;
buttheyall wererej>uls§d
byhim
with heavy loss. After the defeat of the demons they

proceeded
on their journey; and whenthey came neara
shfla^ it beganto tremble as soonas the dust from the
feet of Kama fell upon it; and no soonerdid he touch it
with his feet, than it becamea beautiful woman who, uowing to Rama, returned to her husband. The story of how
the woman

became a shila is as follows:-"

Bramhadev had a very beautiful daughter, named
Ahilya, Many gods and kings requested her father tb

give her awayin marriageto them. But Bramhadev
had
madea conditionthat whoeverwould go roundthe earthj
, and return within six hours, should marry her without !
loss of time. Whereupon all the kings and gods, including Indra, went round the earth, but none could return,
within six hours except Gowtam, a Rishi, to whom Ahiiya
* Bed powders,
2

f r^enmillions,

J A flat stone.
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wasmarried agreeablyto the condition. Indra became
veryjealousof the Eishi and soughtto outrageher modesty. Sometime after his marriagehe and his wife went
to a river with Eishis for ablutionson the day of an eclipse.
After their ablutions were over, Gowtam sat there
with other Eishis for meditation; and his wife returned
home. While she was alone in her abode, Indra went
there in the form of her husband and outraged her modesty. In the mean-time, Gowtam returned home; and
finding Indra in the abodehe cursedhim and Ahifya, saying that there would be one thousandulcers on the body
of the god and that his wife would be a shila and remain
in that state for sixty thousand years,~But that as there
was no fault on her part, she would be released1
from the
curse, when Eama would touch her with Ms feet. Ahilya
accordingly becamea shila and Indra a peacockwith one
thousand ulcers on his body. While the god in the form
of a peacock was flying about in forests,,the other gods

prayedto Gowtamfor him, who,havingbeenpleased
with
them, restored Indra to his former state and turned all
the ulcers on his body int® eyes. After the releaseof

Ahilya fromthe curse,Yishwamitraproceeded
on his journey with Earna and Lakshuman. Shatanand,
a gon of
Ahilya and the priest of the king, Janak, also-accompanied him. They all arrived at the city of Mathila and put

up at a gardenthere. At the -request
of Rama Yishwainitra related the story of the birth of Sita,, a daughter of
. Janak, which is as follows:" There was a king called Padamaksha. One day
he saidto Lakshumi, wife of Yishnu, cI wish you would
be born in my family and becomemy daughter.' She replied, 'If I be born in your family and I becomeyour daughter, you will be miserable. I have howeverno objection
to becomeyour daughter, if my husbandtell me to do so.7

Whereuponthe king performeda severepenance,to
gain
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tlie favour of Vishnu, who was pleasedwith him and gave
him a fruit, which the king took at home and kttpt with
him.

After

nine months were orer, the fruit

male child, the same Lakshumi.

bore a fe-

The king, having got a

daughter,becameexceedinglyglad and named the child
PadmakshL She grew up and became marriageable.
Many kings, demi-godsand Rishis requestedher father to
give her away in marriage to them, but he refused to com-

ply with their request,sayingthat hewould marry her to
a man whosebody was dark blue. At this refusal they all
got enraged and killed the king on the spot. Whereupon
his daughter threw herself into a havan m which the consecratedfire was 'burning. At that time Ravan happened
to look at her, amdwas-captivatedwith her charms. He
immediately extinguished the fire with a view to catch her,
but she disappeared. He found in the havan five ratnas*
which he gave to his wife, Mandodari. The five ratnas
were placed by Havana and his wife ia a box; and soon
after, they found, to their great surprise, that a female-child played in it with pleasure. Ravana lifted the child,
but Mandodad. said, * If you keep this child here, the
whole of Laaka will be set on fire. The kingdom of
Padmaksha was annihilated on account of this child,
and the poor king was killed by the kings and demi

godswhohad gomethereto marry her I, therefore,proposethat the box shouldbethrown somewhere
else.' Havana was alarmed, and ordered his minister to bury the
box in the kingdom of Jamak,who wasthe bitterest enemy
of the demon-king. The minister accordingly orderedhis
men to carry the box and bury it as directed by Ravana.
The men lifted up the box, when the child said, ' I shall
again comehere and extirpate all the demons.' Ravana
got enragedand was about to kill the child, when Mandori preventedaim from doing so. The box wasthen car-
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ried at night and buried in the field presentedby Janak to
a Brahman. One day while the Brahman was ploughing
"liis field, he found the box and carried it to the king. The

box wasopenedand,to the great astonishmentof all, a
girl of the ageof fire yearswas foundin it. As soonas
the king saw her, he was movedwith affection, and broug-

ht Ixerup as his daughter. One.day Purusharam,having
killed all the KsJietriyas*
on earth,came to the kingdom
"ofJanak. He wentinto the palacewith the king to take
dinner ; and when he came out affcer dinner, he found
that someone had removedthe dhanusha^ placed by him

at the courtof theking. He was greatly enragedand
said, 'Who has taken my dhanushaI It is so heavythat
t can not be removedevenby thousandsof elephants.' So*

sayinghe cameout of the courtwith the king to look for
11but, to his greatsurprise,he sawthe girl riding on it.
"No sooner did she behold her father than she left the dha-

nusha there and ran away, when Pumsharam said to the
king, * My incarnation is now over. Let the dhanushabe
here. I now adviseyou to hold a sayawar^ and marry
your daughter to any man who will lift up the bow and
break it off.' So saying Purusharam left for his abode.
Soonafter, the king held a sayawar and invited to. it all
the kings and Rishis on earth. All attended the sayawar
including Havana,who camethere without invitation. The
king told the assemblythat Sita wo-uld be married to>any
man who would lilt up the dhanusha and break it off*
Many kings attemptedto lift it up but they all failed in their
attempt. Havanathen steppedforward and' loudly said
with pride and vanity, £This bow is a trifilBg thing to me?
I shall break it off in a second. I know, ye,.,weak kings,

and Rishis,will not beableto lift it up. It is I who would
lift up the dhanushaand break it off.

Sita will be my

* Warriors.
fA bow
J The choosing from amongst a
public assembly,of a spouseby a female.
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wife,and I shall baher husband,7So saying, lie began
to lift up the dhanushawith all his strengthand force ;
and while he was lifting it up, it fell heavily on his breast,

and consequently
he pantedfor breathandimploredothers
to helphim, whenRama immediatelyremovedit, at tlie
suggestionof Viswamitra,and broke it into two pieces,
Sita,whowasseatedall thetime on thebackof an elephant»
put the garlandin her handsround the neck of Rama,
when Ravana returned to Lanka with shame and confu-

sion. Janak informed Basharathaof the sayawarand requested him to cometo Mithila to celebrate the marriage of
his son with Sita. Dasharatha, full of joy, went to Mithila
with his wives, sons, and courtiers. Soon after, Rama
Wasmarried to Sita, and Yarmila, Maliti and Shrutakirti*

the otherdaughtersof Janak,to Lakshuman,Bharat,and
Shatrughnarespectively. Ramaknew that Purusharam.
would comeand fight with him on accountof the dhanusha

he had broken; and,therefore,he did not like to stayany
longerat Mithila. But at the requestof his father-in-law
lie stayed there for. a few days more. In the meantime,
Narada went to Purusharam and told him that a man call-

ed Rama had broken his dhanusha. He was greatly earaged at this news; and having cometo Mithila, he kicked*
up a great row about the dhanusha.To foment the quarrel
Barada told him that Rama had broken the bow and that he
wasso proud that he did not evencomedown to receivehim.

Purusharam
"got indignant and let off arrows at Bama,
which melted away, as soon as the latter sawthem. Pura-

sharam,knowingthat his incarnationwasover,laid down
his armsand weapons,whenRama camedown and embracedhim heartily.''

Soonafter,Dasharatha;
accompanied
byhiswives
and,
\ons,returned
to Ayodjawith exultationandjoy. The
^ %ghad invitedto the marriage
of Ramahisbrother-in-

1'&>
Sangramajit,
whorequested
theformer
tosend
Bha-

la
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"rat*and Shatrughana to spend a few days with him. Dasliaratha bade his sons go with him, though they were
unwilling to part'with his brothers, Rama and Lakshu-^
liian for a single inotnent. Kayakayi pressedher sonsto
go"with Her brother; and they accordingly went with him.
Rama^and Lakshuman werevery obedientto their parents
and 'served them with

all their heart

and sonl.

One

day "the king looking to his old a'ge,made up his mind to
install Rama in the throne of Ayodya. He made every
preparation fcoperform the ceremonyof installation and invited to it all the kings and Rishis on earth. All the godsand"
Btahmans

were afraid

that if Rama was installed

in the'

throne of Ayodya, he would not go to Lanka and relieve

"themfrom theoppression
of the demons.Viranchi,one
of the gods,therefore, sent one Vikalpa to go to Ayodya

and prejudiceKayakayiand all the subjectsof the king'
against Bama and put an obstaclein-the1 performance of
the "ceremony, so that the prince might go to the forest
of-the demonsand kill them all. Vikalpa tried his utmost to prejudice them against Kama; but they were all
so good and pious that they remainedfaithful to the prince.
There was only one wicked woman, Mantra, a favourite
maid-servantof Kayakayi, wnomhe prejudicedagainst Rama. Shehated the prince; and with a view to deprive him
of the throne of Ayodya, she went into the room of Ka-

yakayiand,throwingherselfon the ground,Beganto beat
her breastwith tearsin her eyes,whenKayakayi askedher
what the causeof her grief was. Mantra replied, "You, un-

fortunatewoman!Your husbandis goingto install Rama'
in the throne of Ayodya,and as soonas he is placed on tne?
throne, he will kill your both the sons. I shall be very

glad,"ifyour Bharatis installedin the throne.'>Kayakayi /
said, " I have no objectionto the installation of Rama/

whom-Iloversmyson,Bharat.""
Mantragot exceeding!/
enraged
andbegan
to cryviolently.
Kayakayiwent,
to qup
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her when.Vikalpa alsoprejudiced
her againstRama. Mantra, seeinga sudden change in her mistress, was mightily pleased with her and kissed her, Kayakayi said, "My
dearest,just tell rne what I should do to get rid of Rama."

'* Any how," replied Mantra, " wemust send him away
and have our Bharat placed on the throne of Ayodya. I,
therefore, tell you with pleasurethat if the king comek>

geeyou,ask him to fulfil the promisegivenb'y him to you
during the battle he had fought with the demonsin heaven.

Do you remernher
the promisegivenby him to you? He
promisedyou that he wouldgive youwhateveryou would
ask from him as a reward/for helping him in the battle.
You should, therefore,ask the king to send Rama to the'
forest of the demonsfor fourteen yearsand place Bharat

on the throneof Ayodya. And another thing is that if
the prince goesto the forest, the king will soon die of grief
for his sonj and it will be then a very good thing for you
and your sonsto passyour days in happiness.'7'Kayakayi
liked the adviceof Mantra ; and before the king^camein-

to her roomat night, shehadtaken off her ornamentsand
thrown herselfon the ground with her hair in disorder.
In the meantime, the king entered her room and asked

her whatthe matterwas,whenshereplied!," Thou,wicked king. Be gone. 1 knowyour heart. You are going
to banish my sons to a forest and give the kingdom to

Rama/' Dasharathareplied," What you sayis untrue,
becauseI love Bharat and Shatrtighana as much as I love

Ramaand Lakshuman." Kayakayireplied,a Be gone.I
do not want you in my room." The king felt it bad,
when Kayakayi spoke thosewords; and in order to pacify

her he askedherwhatshewantedfromhim,whenKayakayi
replied, " The promise given to me by you during the battle with the demons, must be now fulfilled.

What I want

' from you is that you should banish Rama to the forest af

the demonsfor fourteenyearsand install my sonBharat
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in thethroneof Ayodya." Thekingwas4hnnder-stracky
whenKayakayi
madethecrueldemand,
andpersuaded
her
muchto-askhim for somethingelse;but she would not
mind him. In

the meantime, his faithful minister,

Sumanfc,
cameand informedthe king, whowas lying on
the groundin disorder,that everythingwasreadyfor performingthe ceremony
of installation,whenthe latter told
theformerwhathad happenedin-the roomof Kayakayi.
Theminister,beingexceedingly
sorry,wentandcalledRama
in theroomof Kayakayi.Theprince cameand implored
his father to tell him the causeof his grief, when Kayakayi

replied"Theking had givenmea promiseat the battle
with the demonsthat he would give me whateverI would
ask from him. I have asked him to fulfil that promise,
and sincethen he has been very sorry." Rama said, " I
think, he is not able enonghto complywith your demand.*

Kayakayirepled," I shouldthink so." Well" said Rama,
""if my father cannot give you what you want from him,

I promiseto giveit to you."Kayakayireplied,"Then goto
the forestof the demons
for fourteenyears with LaJfcslm-'
wan and let my son, Bharat, rule in Ayodya." Rama
said," Most willingly. I haveno objectionto do so. It is
just thesamething to me, because
Bharat and I are one.'*
Ramathen,takinghis leaveof Kayakayiwentto his mother, Kausalya,andtold herwhathadhappened.
Kausalya
becamevery sorry and said, u Thoushaltnot leaveme.
Hide thyselfin my roomfor fourteen years,and I shall

keepthesecrecy.
I cannot
remain
withouttbee,"Ramareplied,"Mother,excuse
me. I amnowboundby myprotdse

togototheforest."
Sosaying
hethrew
himself
atherfeet
andobtained
herpermission
to goto theforest."Hethen
wentto Lakshuman
andtoldhimall thathadtakenplaee^
whenthelattersaid,"I shallaccompany
you.I cannotlive-

lierewithout
you,andif youleave
meherealone
andgoto.

tiieforest,
I shallaommit
suicide."Bama,
having
consent-
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ed to take Lakshumanwith him, went to his wife, Sita,
and said," I amgoing to the forest of the demonsfor
fourteenyears;and until I returnto Ayoclya,1 ask you to
live with Kausalya. I cannottake you with me in the
forest,as youare delicateand will not be ableto bear'hardship with me." " T shall followyou," replied Sita, " and
share any misfortune that may befall you. I, therefore,

go downon my kneesand implore you not to leave me
here alone."

"WhereuponRama consulted Yashista and

promisedSita that he wouldalsotakeher with him. Lastly
he went to take his leave of Dasharatha, when the king
said with tears in his eyes, " I feel much for thee. the
wicked and wretched woman has done this all, and I do

not think that I shalllive until thou returnestto Ayodya.
I shall die of grief for thee. As I cannot tell thee to break

the promisegivenby theeto Kayakayi,I givetheemy consent to go to the forest. Child,takewith theeall necessary
things and passthy daysin happiness.""Father/' replied
Kama, "I do not want any thing. I shall dressmyself in
valkalyas* and pass my days in meditation." As soon as
Rama spokethese words, Kayakayi brought valkalyas and

placedthembeforeRama.,Sita andLakshuman,whodressed themselves in them and set out for the forest with

the

minister, Sumant. They arrived at Shramga Yera, where
Rama sat down for rest on the grass under the shade of a
tree near a beautiful river and, having refreshed himself
there, requesteda fisherman called Guhaka, who was his
devotee,to convey him with Sita and Lakshuman to the
other side of the river. Guhaka asked him who he was,
when he informed him that he was Rama, the eldest son
of Dasharatha.Whereupon the fisherman,having embraced
Mm, conveyed him with Sita and Lakshuman to the
other side of the river, when Sumant took his leave of tho
grince and returned to Ayodya. Rama then went to the
: Barks

of a tree.
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abodeof Bharadwaj,a Rishi, whoworshipped
him and re
questedhim to stay with him lor aboutfifteendays,when
the prince said, "I cannot stay with you any longer, because
the peopleof Ayodya will often come here and entreat
me to return to the kingdom. I shall, therefore, go to the
Dandakaranya"* At the request of Rama Bharadwaj
showedhim the way that led to the hills called Chitrakuta,
where many learnedRishis lived. He went up to the hills
andsawYalunka, a Rishi, and worshippedhim with respect
and reverence. Lakshuman built a parnaJcutiJca^there,
and they all lived in it.
" On the return of Sumant to Ayodya Dasharathadied
of .grief for Rama. It was a pity that none of his sons
was presentat the time of his death. His wives, Kausalya
and Sumitra, much mournedfor the king but Kayakayi did
not shed a tear for him. To perform the funeral ceremony
of the king his sons, Bharat and Hhatrughana, were sent
for, and until they returned to Ayodya, his body was pres-

ervedin a Kadayi^. full of oil. Soon after, Bharat and
Shatrughana returned to the city ; and, having seen the
lifeless body of their father, they violently cried and much
lamented for him.

Vashishta

said, "The

body of the

king cannot be burnt, unless someone is placedon the
throne of Ayodya. Rama and Lakshuman havegone to the
forest and I, therefore,ask Bharat to occupy the throne,
us Kayakayi has got them banishedto the forest to secure the throne for him. " At this information Bharat was

startled, and said to Yashisfotawith tears in his eyes, "0 ! .
how can I bear this grief ?I ,do not want the kingdom. I
want nothing from this city, I go down on my kneesand
beseechyou not to install me in the throne, as my beloved

Rainais a rightful claimantof it. I will go wherever
Rama is, and passmy dayswith him,'* Having known the
* A forestcalledDandakaranya.f A smallhut. J A large1
yessel made of iron.
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heartof BharatYashishtaplacedthe padukas*of Rama
on the throne and proclaimedhim as the king of Ayodya»

Shortlyafter,thebody of1Dasharathawascarried to the
funeralground,and burntwithall hiswives,exceptKausal-

ya,Sumitraand Kayakayi. Kausalya
andSnmitrawere
readyto burnthemselves
with their husband,but Yashishta

prevented
themfromdoing so,as they hadsons. After
the funeral ceremonyof Dasharatha was over, Bharat went
and sawhis mother, Kayakayi, when she said, "Son! I have
causedBarnaand Lakshuman to bebanishedto a forest and

securedthe kingdomfor youwith the greatest difficulty.
Now without delay take charge of the kingdom, and
you will bevery happy. We have now no enemies
; and
it is a very goodsignthat the king hasalsodied." Bharat
got verymuchenragedat whathehadheardfromKayakayi
and replied, "You are a murderessof your husband and an

enemyof Rama. It is mostsinful,wickedanddisgraceful
on your part to causethe death of my father and the banishment of my dearbrother to the forest. Rama is the rightful claimant of the throne, let him * come and take his
kingdom. I want nothing except Kama and shall pass
iny days with him in the forest." So saying he drowsed
himself in valkalyas and set out for Chitra&uta to join his

brothers.Hewasfollowedby Yashista,Kausalya,Sumitra,
Shatrughana,
Sumant,and all the people of Ayodya,who
were very anxious to see Rama. Thay all arrived at the

river,where,Guhakahad his hut; and at the requestof
Bharatthe fishermanconveyed
all the peopleto the other
sideof the river, Lakshumanhaving seen the people,
thoughtthat Kayakayihadsentthemto kill Ramaandbegan
to let off arrowsat them. But Ramastoppedhim, saying
tkat th,eywerenot his enemies. Shortly after, they all
reachedtheparanakutikaof Rama,whenthe princeembracedthemveryaffectionately
andaskedhis motherhowthe
* Wooden shoes,
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king wasdoing. Kausalya,overwhelmed
with grief, could
not utter a word, when Vashista " broke the sad news to

him. He deeply mourned for his father and remained
mute for a while. Yashishta condoledwith him to perform
the last "ceremonyof his father. Whereupon he went to

the river, Qaya,and performed
the ceremony. Kausalya,
Suniitra, Yashishta, and all the peoplepersuadedRama to
return to Ayodya and take charge of the kingdom, when

he said," I amalwaystrue to my promise,faithful to my
wife, and of a firm resolution. I cannot, therefore, break
the promise given by me to my mother, Kayakayi, in fulfilment of the promisegiven by my father to her and return
to Ayodya under any circumstances." Bharat said, *' If

you do«fbt cometo Ayodya,I will go somewhere
elseand
passmy days there until you return to the city.*' Rama

strokinghishead,replied,"Bharat donot bedishearten
edt
I shall return to Ayodya in. fourteen years and fourteen
days. I, therefore,wish you to go back to the city and

rule thereon my behalf.'* Bharatsaid," I amvery glad
to obeyyou, but I shall not feel therewell without your
company. I therefore,beg that you will kindly let me go
to Nandigram and stay there for fourteen years and fourteen days.*' Rama replied, " If you will not be happy in
Ayodya in my absence,I shall let you go to ISTandigram.''
** But " said Bharat, "if you do not return from the forest
within fourteenyearsand fourteen days, I shall commit

suicide." Rama,havingbeenpleasedwith his brotherly
feelings, gave him his padukasand sent him to Nandigram
wherelie lived as a Jogi* for fourteen years and fourteen!
days. Rama also gave his padukas to Shatrughana ,andi

badehim go to Ayodyaandrule thereon his behalf. ShaJ
tr ughanareturnedto Ayodyawith Kausalya,Suniitra,and]
all the peoplewho had accompaniedhim. A few days af-j

terhehadleftfor Ayodya,
the Brahmans,
wholivedatj
"* An ascetic.

,
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Chitrakuta,said," Rama,your wifeis veryhandsome
and
attractive. If you stay here with us any longer, the demons will come here and devour us all.

We are informed

that the demons,Trishira, Khur, and Dushan, will shortly
comehere to carry off your Sita. We, therefore, request

youto leavethis placeat once." Kamareplied, " You
need

not

be afraid.

Let

all

the

demons

on

earth

come

here, I shall kill them all and defendyou/' The Brahmans, having no faith in what Rama had said, left the
hills with their wives and children. Soon after, Rama
removedto the Dandakaranya ; and on his way to the
forest, he killed a demon called Yiradha.

Yiradhawasa gandharv called lumbar. One day
Kuber, having called him in his presenceto sing for him,
the demi-god got tipsy and went before him. Kuber
got enragedat his conduct and cursed him, saying that
he would be a demon and would wander

in the

forest

for

ten thousandyears but that he would be released from
the curse, when he would be killed by the hands of Rama.

As appointed,the gandharv was killed by Rama and
released from

the curse.

Rama spent thirteen years with Sita and Lakshu-

ananin visiting holy places. And during his pilgrimage
he visitedthe abodeof Atri, a Brahman,whereheworshipped the three headed god, Datatraya. Thence he went

and visited Agasti, a very powerful Rishi. The story
of the power of the Rishi is as follows:" There lived three demonscalled Atapi, Vatapi, and
Alva. They were blessedby the god, Siva, with the art
of enchantment,by means of which they devoured the

innocent Brahmans. Vatapi becamefood and Alva
water. Atapi becamea benefactorand invited every
Brahman,to partake of the food and water. The Brahman came; and as soon as he ate the food arid drank the

water, Atapi cried aloud the namesof Vatapi and Alva.
3
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who,havingresponded
to the call of thei? brother,tott

offthebodyof theBrahman
and cameout. Thus they
killedeveryBrahman
andatehisflesh. Oneday Agasti
wasinvitedby Atapi to partake of the food and water

TheRishicomplied
with his invitation;and a?ssoonas
heatethefoodanddrankthe water,Atapi criedaloud
as usual the namesof his brothers but to his great surprise, they did not respondto his call, as the Rishi burnt

"Vatapi in hisstomach. Alva, whohad escapedfromthe
belly of the Rishi, and his brother, Atapif assumed dif-

ferentformsandbeganto run away,when the Rishi cut
off the headof Atapi. Alva escapedand mixed himself
with the oc^an,whenAgastidrank offthe wholeoceanand
killed the demon."

Ramastayedwith Agasti fora month;and during:
his stay there he presented him with an arrow to kilt
Havana. From the Dandakaranya Rama set out for
Panchavati. On the road he saw a huge bird caHeA
Jatayu, who askedRama who he was. " I belor%-to
the solar race," replied Rama," and am son of the king,
Dasharatha. I am called Rama." "I am son of Kasha,"

saidJatayu," and the nameof my uncle is Suparna,and
I am called Jatayu. Your father was my great friend*

I helpedhim during tne battle which he had fought
with Shukra and, therefore, he called me his brother/

Havingembraced
Jatayu,Ramaproceeded
on his journey
and reachedPanchawati,where he lived with Sita in a

parhakutikabuilt by Lakshuman. Lakshuman gathered
fruits and kandamuls* for Sita and Rama, which -they,

ateandpassedtheir days there. He guarded the hut
everynight for fear of thedemonsand he himselfremained without

food.

*

One day Lakshuman went near a thicket to collectf
fruits and kandamuls, wherehe sawa deadly
* Esculent "roots, f A sword.
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descendingfrom above. The weapon fell where he was
standing; and it having looked sharp and powerful, he
tried it on the thicket, but, to his great astonishment,
the thicket was cut into two parts, and there flowed a

large quantity of blood. Lakshumari was afraid that
he killed someascetic, while meditating in the thicket;
and in order to satisfy himself about it he immediately
went to Rama with the khadag and informed him of what
had happened, when Rania said, " Brother, do not be
afraid. The blood which flows through the thicket is of
a demon called Shabari.

This demon is the son of Sur-

panakha,a sister of Ravana. He was meditating in
the thicket unobserved with a view to get the weapon
from Siva. The god had sent the weapon for him. If
the weapon had gone to the hands of the demon, he
would have annihilated the whole of the universe with it.

Thank God that you have got it; and I tell you to take
a particular care of it." Lakshmnan was glad at this
information and cheerfully attended to his duties.
On the day Shabari was killed by Lakshuman, Surpsnakha found in her dream that somecalamity had befallen her son; and having been awakened,she, accompaniedby four demonesses,
immediately started for the forest to look for her son.

She wandered in the forest and

at last cameto the thicket; and seeing the blood there
she searched the whole wood and at last found that her

son was cut into two pieces. As soon as she saw her son,
she fainted and cried violently for him. The other four
demonessescondoledwith her ; and immediately after, they
burnt the body of Shabari and went in searchof the enemy
who had killed the demon. They traced Lakshuman from
his loot-prints ; and in order to revengethe killing of her
son, Surpanakha formed herself into a beautiful damsel";-.
and taking with her the four demonesses,who had also
formed themselves,into very good maid-servants, she went
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to Lakshuman and said, " I have travelled all over the
earth in .searchof a husband; but I have not found a

youngmanas beautifulas yourself. I have become
mad
afteryou,and unlessyouconsentto inarryme, I shall not
live. 1, therefore, implore yon to take me for your wife.
Do not you see how I look ? Can you get elsewherea

quite young girl like me?" Lakshumanwasnot at all
captivated with her charms,but she having much insisted

upon his giving her an answer,he replied, u I havegot
my brother and sister-in-law. There they live in a hut.

I

cannotdoanything without their consent." " I shall go
to your brother," said the demoness, c*and get a letter
from him consentingto our match/5 Bo saying she went
to Panchawatiwith her maid-servants and said to Rama,

" I like your brotherfrom thebottom of my heart. I
have made up my mind fcomarry him, and he has also pro-

misedmeto takemefor his wife subjectto your approval
of thematch. I, therefore,praythat you will kindly pity
meand give meyour letter or any othersign signifying
your consent to our marriage.'* Sita was movedwith her
manner of address,and requested Rama to comply with

her request. Ramasurveyed
"herfrom headto foot ; and
finding her eye-ballsupside down, he knew that she waa
Surpanakhain the form of a human being. Rama,,therefore, said, u I have no objection to give you my consent
but I shall write it on your back/' " How can you do it,"

repliedshe, " I feelbashfulto showyou my back.'* "It
does apt- matter,"

continued Rama.

" There is no one

here/ At last Surpanakhatold Rama to write his consent on her back, which the latter wroteand sent her way.
The demonesshastened to the place where Lakshuman
was standing and said, " You see,your brother has consentedto our marriage with much pleasure. If you like,
you may go and ask him about it. I am not a liar, you
knqw. He has given me no letter or any sign but he has
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simplytold youto marry me," " Thatwill not do,'*replied Lakshuman,
" I must havea letter or sign from
mybrothersignifyinghisconsent
to ourmarriage." Surpanakha,
havingknownhis mind, showed
the letter written

hy Ramaonherback. Theletter statedthat as soonas
Lakshuman read it, he should at once cut off the nose and

earsof the demoness.Lakshumanread the letter and,

havingseized
herhy her hair,flungher downandcut off
her nose and ears as directed by Rama. When her nose
and earswere thus cut off, she and her maid-servantsas-

sumedtheir originalforms and fledfor fearof losingtheir
lives,screaming
hideously.Listening to her yellsTrishira,
Khur and Dushan cameto help her wifcftfourteenthousand
demons. " Look at my nose and ears," she said to them,
" There live three human beings, two males and one
female. The man, who called himself Lakshuman, has

disfiguredmeat the instigationof his brotherand sister-3
in-law.

You must now go there and cut off their heads»

so that I maydrink their bloodand refreshmyselfwith it/
Trishira,Khur and Dushan,havingthoughtit belowtheir
dignity to go and fight with thosehuman beings,selected
fourteen powerful demonsand sent themto Panehawati
with Surpanakha, but Rama cut off their heads with one
.arrow. Surpanakha fled in alarm and informed Trishira

Khur and Dnshanof what had happened.Whereupon
they marched against Rama with an army of demonsbut
ihey were also killed by the prince with his arrow in a moment. Surpanakha fled to Lanka in consternation and,
showing her nose and earsto her brother, Ravana, informed him that

Trishira, Khur and Dushan had been killed

Ivy Rama with fourteen, thousanddemons, Ravana was
greatly alarmed at the sad newsand, having called,upon
Ms rode, Maricha, said to him, " You see,Rama has killed Trishira, Khur and Dushan and disfigured Surpana-

kha« If this enemyis allowedto go unnoticed,he will
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evenkill meonedayorother. I have,therefore,
madeup
my mind to carryoff Sita,his wife,to Lanka and kill Ra~
ma and Lakshuman. Please, therefore, be a beautiful
haran* and fr6lic at the paranakutika of Rama ; and
when he comeswith his dhanushabanf to kill you, run
to the heart of the forest. Rama will pursue you ; and aa

soonashe is separated
from Sita,I shall carry heroff to
Lanka." "It is sinful to covetone?s
wife,"repliedMaricha,
"and if you carry her off, you will lose .yourlife and
everything. I, therefore,advise you to change your mind
and attend to your affairs." At this adviceRavana got
enragedand said, "It is a bad thing to adviseme that
way. It is your duty to help me on such occasions. I,
therefore,commandyou to comewith me and do what I tell

youto do.'* WhereuponMaricha accompanied
Ravanato
Panchawatiwith the greatestreluctance. On their arrival
there Ravana

stood behind a thicket

near the abode of Ra-

ma,and his uncle,forming himselfinto a stag, playedtricks
in front of it. Sita saw the stag and said to Rama,
" Dearest, look at that stag. What a beautiful creature
it is. I wish I would get its skin for my waistcoat.
Pleasetake this dhanushaban and kill it for me, so that

I mayhaveits skin for my waistcoat.'' To complywith
the wishesof hiswife Ramatook up his dhanushaban
and
aimed at the stag. The animal began to run, and Rama
went after it. When he went far off from the paranakutika, Ravanawho was standingbehindthe thicket unobserved, imitated the voiceof Rama and cried out with a view
to separateLakshuman from Sita, "Lakshuman help me>

takshumanhelpme, I am in distress.'*"Sitaheardthis
vdice and said to Lakshuman in alarm, " Rama is in distress. I have just heard him cry out for help." "" You
neednot be afraid," said Lakshuman. " Hone can hurt
Rama. lam sure some demonhas done the mischief
v * A stag,

f A bow and an arrow.
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with somebad motive." "Is this your affection towards

yourbrother?"exclaimed
Sita. li WhileRamais actually in distress,you refuseto helphim. Methinks you
wishyourbrother's deathand marry me after him." At
this accusationLakshuman shed tears and, having drawn
a line around the parnakutika with his dhanushaban, said
to her, " I am now going to help Rama. Look at this
line. I beg you not to go behind it, and:if you go,

youwill bein distress." So sayingLakshuman left the
parnakutikawith his dhanushaban
; and whenhe went far
off,Havanadisguisedhimselfasa Fakir* peepedat Sita
throughthedoorofthe hut andcriedout in a plaintivetone,
*' Is there anybodyin? E am a fakir here and dying of
hunger. It will be a great meritorious act, if some one
comesoui and gives me something to eat." Sita, who
was full of kindness, came out and said,." Please sit
down there. Rama will be presently he-re-;and as soon
as he comes,he will attend to your wants/' " I sha1%
not live until Rarna comes here. If you now give "me
something to eat, I shall bless you/' So saying he
threw bimself on the ground and pretended to be worse*
Sita was alarmed and left the line-to give him? succor,
when Ravana immediately caught hold!of her and said,
" Do not be alarmed. I am Ravana,,the king of Lanka,
I am now going to take you to my kingdom. Quietly

follow me.'' Sita rolled on the grousndand violently
cried, imploring him to leave her where she was. Her
tears and entreaties did not move him in the least. He
seated her in a chariot and set out for Lanka.
Sita/

all the time cried aloud the name of Rama, which Jatayn heard and went to her rescuse. " Ravana," said
Jataym, " I commandyou to set Sita at liberty; and if
you disobey me, I shall instantly kill you." «' Who
art thou,>yreplied Ravana. "What
thoti hast to d®
* An ascetic.
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with this lady 7 Thou fool. Go and mind thy business." Jatayu insisted and Havana let off arrows at
him. The bird cut off with his bill all the arrows of

the demon-king,broke the head of his charioteerand
killed his horses. Havana alighted, when the bird
pounceduponhim and pulledoff his 4air. He wasalarmed
and stood there bewildered,not knowing what to do.
Thabird broke his chariot, whenthe demon-kingsaid,
" Speakthe truth. Just tell me howyou will die. I.
shall also tell you how I shall die." Jatayu, who was a
simpleton, replied tsIf you pull off my wings, I shall die1
instantly." " ISTow
just tell me," continuedJatayu, " how
you will die." u If you break my toes/' said Havana,
u I shall die in no time,"

As soon as this secret was

disclosedby Jafayu, Havana ' went to catch him. The
bird broke one of the toes of his enemy, when the latter
pulled off his wings. Jatayu, saturated with blood, fell
there rolling; and the demon-king, taking Sita on his
shoulders,proceededtowards Lanka. When he reached
the hills, called Matang, five powerful monkeys, Sugriva,
Mala, Nila, Jambuvantand Maruti, who lived there, found
the ornaments thrown by Sita on the ground. Looking
at the ornamentsMaruti said, "Pity, somewicked demon.
must have beencarrying off a poor woman. I shall kill
the demoa and rescueher." So saying he jumped in the
sky but, in the meantime, Havana entered Lanka with
his prize .anddespatchedeighteenhuge demons to search
.and kill Rama. A few days after his return to Lanka
the demon-king said to Sita, " I beseechyou to Harry
me. I am very powerful and have made all the gods my
slaves. There is not a single soul on earth who can equal
me in wealth, strength and valour. If you be my wife,
you will be very happy." "Thou art wicked and a villain,"
replied Sita. " Thou wilt soon die. I shall never bet

thy wife. I loathe thee. Begone,thou fool." Hav-
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ing heardthese words of Sita, Ravana saidt® himself,
" Sita is very much excited; and unlessshe becomescalm,

I shall not beableto win her heart." So saying to himself heplacedher in the Asoka forest and posted five
croresof demonesseswith his sister, Trijata, at their head
to watch her there with instructions to frighten her and
make her marry him at any rate. The demonessesoften
showedtheir teeth and opened their hideous mouths as

if theyweregoingto devourher,hut Sita was-calm and
did not heedthem. Trijata, who was kind, encouraged
her and told her not to frighten herself.
Lakshuman joined Rama in the forest and informed
him of what had passedbetweenSita and himself. Lakshumanwept and Rama pacifiedhim. They then returned to panchawati; and finding that Sita was not in the
parnakutika, they were alarmed and went in search
of her. They could not find her. They then went "to
the Rishi, Agasti, who informed them that Sita was
carried off by Ravana. They returned to their abode

and sawthe footprints of the demonand Sita. They
immediately set out in search of Sita in the forest.
On the road they met Jatayu, who informed them of
what had happened. " I," said Jatayu, "mustered up all
my strength and courage to rescueher from the wicked
demon, but as soon as he cunningly knew my secret,he

pulledoff my wings and left me herein a dying stateJ'
SosayingJatayu breathedhis last. Rama grieved for
him and performed the funeral ceremony of his death%

The princesproceededon their journey. On the road
Farwati, the wife of Siva, took the form of Sita and stood
before him; but he did not receive her, as he knew that
she was Parwati. A little further on, a huge demon
called Kaband, stretching his arms for some eighteen
yojwn.8*and with his head separated from his trunk, sat
*..

-TIT^ jofan measuresnine miles.

"T"~~'
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In the forest. Ramahavingfoundthat he wasa demon,
-cut off his arms and killed the monster on the spot.
Kaband was the son of Kashapa, a Rishi. One day he
got drank and frightened another Rishi, Stulashira, who

cursedhim, sayingthat he wouldbe a demonbut that he
would be released from the curse when Rama would kill

liim. . As soon as he was killed by Rama, he assumed
Ms original form and stood before him. He said that

:hisheadwasseparated
by Indra from his body with his
vajra*, as he was performing a severe penance to enable
him to take the kingdom of the god. On the road Rama
killed tha eighteen demons whom Ravana had sent, and
cameto the Pampa sarovar^ where Rama and and Lakshuman sat down, for rest under the -shade of . a banian

tree. From the hills, called Rishimukha, the five monkeys
saw them. Sugriva was afraid and said, u I think,
Vali, my brother, has sent those two warriors to kill me."
"Sosaying he wasto flee, when Maruti said, '* Do not be
afraid.

I

will

ascertain

who

those

warriors

are.*'

So

-sayingMaruti jumped upon the tree and, having plucked
off the branchesof it, threw them at Rama, who cut them
off with his dbanushabans.Maruti then threw large stones
and mountains at him but he broke them in a minute,
and hurted the monkey in tha air. His father, the wind,
s-mpported
Mm, while he was falling down, and badehim
worship Rarna. He camedown and, having thrown himself at the feet of the prince, implored his pardon, which
wasreadily granted by him. H« becamea great devotee

of Rama;and oneday whilehe wasshampooing
the feet of
the prince he said to him, " I shall be very glad to introduceyou to Sugriva, brother of the king of this place, if
yon promiseme that you will protect him." "Just tell me

whothat Sugrivais," repliedRama. WhereuponMaruti
related the story of the life of Sugriva,which is as follows:-"
* A weapon. f A ri^er calledPampa.
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scOne daywhileBrarnhadevwasperforminga penance,a dropof his tearsfell on his hand; and it hore.a
king, calledRaksharaj. He was a monkey. While he
wasgoingfrom forestto forest,he cameto a river in Ka°yalasa,the kingdomof Siva. He bathedin the river; bu$
immediatelyafter, he becamea very beautiful female. Itwas appointedby Parwatiy wife of Siva, that any man,.
who would bathe in the river, would be a female.

Indra

and the sun were enamouredof the woman. By Indra

shegot Vali, and Sugrivaby the sun. Having heard
that Raksharaj becamea female, Brahmadevcameto the
river, and prayed to Parwati to restore his son to his
former form. Parwati listened to his prayer and made
Raksharaj a man again. The god then created a country

called Kiskinda and gaveit to him. Raksharajruled
in the country for sometime and, having placed his eldest
son, Vali, on the throne, proceededto heaven. Vali and

Sugriva lived together and loved eachother. Vali was
very powerfuland invincible, as he was presentedby
Indra with Vigayamala.* After some time both the brothers became mortal enemies, and Vali carried off his

beautiful wife,Ramma. For fear of his brother,Sugriva
made his abode on the hills

called Rishimukha

Parvat.

They both fought togetherevery six months.*' Rama
bade Maruti tell Sugriva that he would kill Vali and refctorehis wife to him. Maruti immediately went to Su-

griva andsaid to him, " You are in grief for yourwife,
so also Rama for his wife, Sita. Rama haspromisedto
help you in recoveringyour wife and you will have to
helphim alsoin recoveringhis wife, Sita/ Sugrivawas
glad at what Maruti had told him and set out with hiss
army ©f monkeys to see Rama. On his arrival the prince
cordially received Sugriva and told him all about Sita.
"* A garland which, if put round the neck of a warrior, always gives him success.in a war.

36

Eamayijaya,

.Sugriva
saidthat yesterday
heheardscreams
of a woman
"and showedthe ornaments found hy the monkeys to" Ra-

.ma. The prince identifiedthe ornamentsas belonging
.to his wife and shedtears, when Sugriva said, " Do not

"be,afraid. I shallhelpyouwith my ableministers,Kala
Ma and Jambuvantin recoveringSita from Havana.
Let us kill Vali first and thenwe^shall set out in search
of Sita," As soonas Sugriva spoke thesewords, Rama

aimedhis arrow,whenthe formerstoppedhim and said,
41Yali is my mortal enemyand will fight with us to his

last gap.'* WhereuponRama asked him the causeof
the enmity with his brother. " Dudhurnbi, son of the
.demon,Maishasur," continuedSugriva, u was very powerfui, and oppressedthe gods in heaven and the peopleon
earth. Nobody could fight with him. At last the demon went to Yama aad challenged him to fight with
Mm. Yama said, * I cannot fight with you. I, therefore, tell you to go to Yali at Kiskinda and he will fight
with you to your satisfaction*' The demon immediatelj

.came
to Kiskindaand challenged
Vali to fight with him,
.whenthe latter killed the former and hurled his body in
the air which fell on the hill? called Rishimukha

Parwat.

All the Kishis on the hills were killed by the weight of
the corpse,when a' Rishi called Matang cursed Vali,
spying that if the latter touched the hills, he would in*
ptantly die. Mayasur, son of Dudhumbi, cameto avenge

the deathof his father but he ' fled to .patal througha
pave,whenVali gave him blows. 'Vali pursuedhim,
having postedme at the mouth of it. For many months
he did not return, though I wasat the caveaE the time

watchingit. During this time demi-godsenteredKiskinda and sought to take possessionof.it. I, therefore,
placeda mountain at the mouth of the cave and drove ,

all thedemi-godsfromthe kingdom. Vali did not return

t? Kiskinda"
fortwenty'months,andfromthis factall
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Concluded
that hewasno more. Whereupon
the people
"cjfKiskiada proclaimedme as their king against my
wishes. la the meantime^Vaii returned to the cave
with the headof Mayasur and, haying seen the mouth
of it blockedup, he was alarmed on accountof me. He
immediatelyremovedthe mountainand directly cameto
Kiskinda.

As soon as he saw me on the throne, he,

boiledwith rage,said, ' You blockedup the mouthof the
cavewith a view to kill me and take my kingdom.'

So

saying
he attacked
mebut with the assistance
of Kala,
!Nila,Jambuvantand Maruti 1 escaped
and mademy abode on thesehills, becausehe would not comehere for fear

of the curse/' Sugrivathen showed
thebodyof Dudhumbi to Rama, who flung it at a distance with his toe. uItfow
do onething," said Rama, " Just go and challenge Vail

to fight with you." Sugrivaaccordinglywentto Kiskinda
and challenged him to fight with him, when Tara said to
her husband, " I implore you not to meet Sugriva today.
He comesto fight with you every six months but he has
now come to combat with you three days after the
battle you have fought with him. I think, Eama and
Lakshuaian have promised to help him. I, therefore,

pray that you will not go to fight with Sugriva today.3'
44Thatwill not do/' repliedVali, "I must fight with him
and cut off his head. If I amkilled in the fight, Angada
will protect you."

So saying Vali went and attacked Su-

griva, whenRamakilled the formerwith onearrow. Tara,
his wife, violently cried for her husband,when Eama consoled her and advised her to marry Sugriva. At first

shehesitated;but soonafter, she marriedhim. Sugriva
beganto rule and forgot all about Ramain his luxury.
Rama sent Lakshuman to Kiskinda.

Maruti

said to Su~

griva, " It is a bad thing that youhaveforgot Ramaand
left him alone in the forest.

There stands Lakshuman at

the doorof your palace. Takecarehe will kill us"all'*'
4
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Sugriva was alarmedand, havingthrown himselfat % j
feet with his wives and othermonkeys,,imploredthe pardon of Rama.. He then camewith, all his monkeys' to

Bama to help him-in recoveringhiswife,.Sita. Ramaput
liis ring on oneof the fingersof Maruti as a ina:k. from
him. All

the monkeys set out in search of.Sita.

On

their waytheycameacrossa forestand couldnot proceed
further,,asthey were bewildered
there* This forestwas
cursedby a Rishi, calledDandaka,sayingthat thosewho
entered it

would remain there bewildered.

The Rishi

cursedthe-forest,, because his infant son was devoured
t>ythe-goldess of the forest. The infant son, becamea.
demonand devouredall the personsand creaturesthat went
into the forest. Angada, son of Vali, killed the demon;;
and as soon as hit was killed,

he was restored to his for-

mer-form... All the monkeysescapedunhurt, as they wererepeating the name ot Rama . all the time in. the forest..
They left the forest,and, having,searched Sita. at several
places-invain, at last cameto a very large cave,. Themonkeysenteredthe cave but they all fainted owing.to suffocation. Maruti lifted them,up with his tail and cameout of,
the caveto a place wherethere-wasa,beautiful garden. All
the monkeysclimbedup the trees in. the garden,, laden
with fruits,, but they could not get a single fruit to eat. A
mare, called Suprabha, came where the monkeys were*

standing..Maruti askedher who.had.createdthegarden,,
when the mare replied, '* Brahmadev. was pleased with.

Mayasur,a demon,and,having createdthe cave for biro,;
said,* I havecreatedthis cavefor you. I requireyou to,
bealwaysin it and not to leaveit under any circumstances; and if you come-out of the cave, you, will instantly

die? Whilein the cavethe-demonalwaysprayedto,
Vishnu for the protection of the demonson earth. Indra

wasalarmedand imploredBramhadevto get the- demon*

outof the cave.Toget him outof the cavetheg'oct
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a verybeautifuldamselcalled'Hemaandsent her
in the cave. The demonlooked at her'and wascaptivated

vwith:her charms. Finding. that the dam>n was very
much'taken with her, she carne out of the cave, and he
followed,her, -'forgetting what Bramhadev had told him.
As SOOB
as he came out of the cave, he iastantly died.
After the death of the demon, Hema was in the possession
of the caveand garden, and *oon left for the kingdom of
Wishnu, placing me Herein this form to watch it. Hema
'told me that when monkeys would comeinto this garden,
I would feerestored to my former form." Miniti said
io her, " We fiave eaten fruits to our hearts' content and
we most now leave "this place as soon as possible. We
""cannot-see
the way .to the cave through which we have
-comehere. Will you, therefore, ba kind enough to show
it to sis.T' Whereupon Suprabha told all the monkeys

to shuttheir eyes; and in a secondthey were all on a
-seashore. She was restored -co her former form and,
'.visiting Rama, went to her husband.
The monkeys were very anxious to cross the sea and
.go to Lanka, but they were tnuble to do so. However,
Maruti, repeating the name of JEUraa,crossed the sea;
"but on the way he met with several accidents. The gods
sent a huge woman to devour him. She ©peaed ner
mouth and stood in his way. He passed through her
mouth and proceededfarther. In the meantime, the sea
.-senta mountain to block up his way. The naoant'un.

saidto Mm, " Good creatureI Why are you not going
fto take rest on nay bosom?" At these words Maniti got
"enragedand presseddowa the mountain. A little further
*ori, a frightful eiemoaesa$
Shihika, who was mother of

&z&hu"
ani"Ivetq, swallowedhina up.; bat he tore off her
ibellyand camsout. At last he arrivedat upper L\nkaf
whenthe godiessof the place caught hold of Ms legs
xatfLk&oekedhint down. He got up and gaveher mortal
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blows,when she imploredhim to spare her life. He
hayinggrantedher request,&he blessedhim, sayingthat
he would be successfulin his undertaking. He then came
to lower I^anka, called Padalanka. Krocha, the youngest

sisterof Rayana,whosehusband,Gargar,.was killedby
Indra, liyed there. As soon as she was informed of his
arrival there, she went with a number of demons and demonessesto catch him? when he becamea small and beautiful

animal.

Krocha said to the demons and demoness-

es, {CThisis a very good and pretty animal. Let. me
have it for my breakfast. Just kill it and cook it for
me.'' " My body/' replied he, " is full pf water, and if

you order me to be cookedfor your breakfast,you
will get nothing. I, therefore,tell you to swallowme
up,so that you may have a delicjquataste." Krocha
accordingly
swallowed
up Maruti, who enteredher heart
and pulled ofj her flesh. The demonesstossedabout with
pain. Her companions gave her medicine mix^d \vith
the dung of a hog, but the monkey was so disgusted).
with the dirt that he let out his tail through her nose and
ears.

All

the demons "and

demonesses believed that

the tail was a jlisease,and beganto pull it out, when
Maruti, having torn off her belly, cameout and threw all
the demons and demonesses into the sea.

Frpm lower

Lanka he went again to upper Lanka; and aj» sunset

heenteredNikumbala,a countyin Lanka,whereIndrajit
theeldestsonof Havana,lived with his family. He went
into thepalaceof the ciemonprinceand sawhim with
his beautifulwife, Sulochana,
there. M^rutj said to him-?
self, " ISFo
doubt this is Sita, and she has fallen in lom

with this wickeddemon/' So saying to himself he was
about to kill bot}i of t}iem but, in the meantime,she said
to her husband," Just think for a moment. Is it not a

badthing that yourfatherhasunjustlybroughtSita heref
Jf sheis not restoredto her husband,a great calamity
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will befallhim:" Having heard this conversation,Ma~
niti wasconvincedthat she wasnot Sita, sn'd wentto

thepalace
ofVibhishantheyoungest
brother
of Havana^
where he was much pleased, becausethe demon was the
devoteeof Rama, arid every thing there was clean. He
also sawthere ail idol of Rama, which Yibhishan worship-

pedeveryday. Thence
hewentto thepalace
of Kumbhakarna, wherehe Wasin deep sleep snorting all the time**

Maruti wasdisgustedwith the sight of the heapsof bones
an'd the flesh of hilm'an beings and animals scattered
around his palace. When he faile'd to find Sita there and
at other places,he was eriraged; and, assuming an invisible form, he beganto trouble the demons arid demonesses"
df Lanka in various ways. When they carried water la

their potsjhe broke them with his" taih He 'dashedto
piecesthe chariotsof the princeswhb happenedto drive
in the streets. One day a barber began to s'have.the
beard of Havana, when Maruti stood behind him in an
invisible form and thrust his tail into the nos"eof the
former. The barber1was startled; and iii corifiision he
shavedthe mustaches' of Havana. Havana got angry

and slappedthe barberiri the face,whenthe morikej- also
gavea fclapto the demon-king. Maruti pulled downthe
hdusesof the demonswith his tail, while their families

Wereasleep: One dayin a miniitehe extinguishedall
the lamps in Larika, arid consequently all of a sudden.
were in confusion

and alarm*

The" inhabitants

of

Lanka

said to themselves," Sita, whom Havana has brought
here, has created the devil to^ annoy and trouble us."
Maruti then entered the palaceof Havana, where he and
his wife; Mandodari, were fast asleep. On beholding
Maiidodari; Maruti thought that she was Sita and that
she fell in*love with the demon-king. He got much enraged, aad wasabout to carry them whereRama w&sstay-

ing witk Lakshtirnaii. Bat, in the meantime,Mandodari
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was awakenedin a^rm and said to her husband," I hare?
dreamt a dream which indicates that Jadragit and yon will
be killed, that the Asoka forest will be destroyed, and
that Lanka will be burnt, becauseyou have unjustly
brought Sita her©, ,1, therefore, implore you to- restore
her to her

husband."

" You

need

not be afraid

of it in-

the least/' replied Ra?ana, a I have posted: five crores.of the demons and demonessesto watch the- Asoka forest

and they will not allow Rama to kill us and destroy the'
forest.**" So sayi'ng Ravana despatched his servant toy
the Asoka forest to see whether Sita was there.,

Marati

accompaniedthe servant in art invisible form. He saw
Sita sitting under the shad© o! a tree. The- servant
returned to Ravana and Maruti

remained in-the Asoka

forest. The monkey was exceedinglyglad,-when-hefound
Sita* and threw before-her-the-ring which Rama had put
on his finger. 8h» looked at the rin.g and asked it with
tears in her eyes-,i4 Ring ?.Where haveyou come'from f
How is my Bama T Is he safe ?** While Sita wasthus
asking the ring, the depones,-escame there and.told her'
to keep quiet,,saying that if she did not listen- to them,,

theywoulddevourher,,whenMarati,..
with his-tail,,tied up
all of then* together and fkng them down* Some of
them died and somefled. He then began to sing,, which
was so,pleasingto her ears that she- was very anxious
to- see who

that

creature was*

She called the

crea-

ture several tiiB^s but nobody responded'to.' her call.
She was disappointed,and prepared'herselfto,-commitsuicide, waea the monkeyeame and stood before hen She1
asked him, "-Who , are you £ What is your z^aineand;
where hav©you comefrom ?.J>" I am a servaivtaf Rania^
and have came kecesixsearch of you," replied .Maruti,,

a Your Rama is well anydhascorueto Kiskiadafor you*
He ^ ill shortlytakeyou from this place. You; need'not
Tbeafraid of me* I aiu aot a deuaou. I am soa of ti^

and my name is Maruti."

" Besides that ring,*'

continuedSita, *' haveyougo^ any otherprooffrom Rama that you are his servant?" Whereupon'he recapitulated all the calarnatiesthat had befallen her; and she'was'
thereby convinced that he was her husband's servant.
" I

should

have

annihilated

Lanka

in

a moment

and-'

' takenyou to Kiskinda," said Maruti, " but Kamadid
not order me to do so. I am very hungry.

Will youy

therefore,allow meto take fruits from the trees ra the
fore'stfor my breakfast ?" "' It is not in my power to'
allow you to take' fruits: from tins' place',3'replied Sita,
** and if you forcibly tak& them, the' demonsand demones*
seswill kill you^ I however tell you to gather for your'

"breakfast
the fruits that have fallen on fee ground and
not to take them from the trees with your hands anct
feet." " I sweair that I shall not take any fruits from
the trees with my hands and feet," said Maruti, " I shall
take the fruits wh'rch have fallen on tire ground,-" So
saying he lengthened his tail and plucked' all fruits' with
it; and after a few minutes he destroyed £he whole of the-'
Asoka;forest. The sixty croresof the demons, who-were'
watching the forest, at once came upon-him; but He tied
them up with his tail aM flung them down. Some died
and somefed. Hearing this news Bavana'sent eight thou-5
sand demons to catch the monkey but the latter tied
them up with his tail and killed them all. Bavana wag%
greatly eftraged, and sent one1lac of warriors whom the'
monkey threw into the seawith his tail.- The demon-kingthen sent his son, Akshaya, with a .la-fge army;' but he'
was also killed with his other sons. Immediately after,'
Ike-despatcheda irightM demoness, called Asali, who1

lad th©'strengthof tenthousandelephants. She opened^
Herhideousmouthoneyojanin length and breadthan&
devouredthe MSran
key, but tie1 latter toreher belly off
at. At last Havana sent Ms son,, Indrajitft,
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with a large armyof demons. He let off his arrowsat
Ma'ruti,whichthe latter broke off with his hands in no;
time. Themonkey pulledoff his mugut with his tail
broke his chariot arid killed his horse. He took tip an'

Iron har and wentkilling the demonswith it, whenIndrajit attemptedto catchhim in a snarebut the monkeybecameas small as an atom and escapedthrough it every

timethe p'rmceput it upon hhn. WhereuponIn'drajit
madea sriarewith a: small noose and put it upon him,-

when he assumeda large form an'd broke the snare.
"When the prince failed in catching him in the snare,'
lie combated with the monkey, ^tmt the latter flung
him down' on the grotfnd. The Prince wa's alarmed
and said to himself that i! he was seized by the'

monkeyand carriedio Rama^he wouldheCruellytreated.
So'saying1he hid himself in a cave, when Maruti1blocked
up the mouth of it wifclra mountain: Indrajit cried and
wept. Ravana, having been acquaintedwith this news*
imploringly s'£id to Bramhadev, " You see, Indrajit is in
difficulty. If you personallygo there, you will be ableto
insnare the monkey. I,- therefore,- beseechyou to do the
work for me/' Whereupon Bramhadev went near the'
cave, when Indrajit hung his headdown with shameand
said, " Unless you catch hold of the monkey,-I can not
venture to come out of the cave.*' Whereupon Bramhadev put upon Maruti the BramJiapasa* which the latter
could have broken in a minute, but he allowed himself tobe caught in it and carried to the court of Havana.-

Indrajit went and vainly told his'father that it washe
who1had caught the monkey. Maruti madea coil of his tail-

higherthanthe throneof Ravana
andsat liponit." The
demon-kingindignantlyasked," Who areyou-and what

is
thename'
of yourmaster
?" " Youare'/'re'plied
Maruti,
"
a great rogue. Do you know who I am 1 I am a ser* A .complicatedsnare-
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rant of that prince who had savedyour life at the court of
Janajc and cut off the nose o! your sister. You are a

greatvillain. You harecarriedoff his wife, Sita. I am
sent by my master to ascertainwhether she is here. My
master will shortly invade Lanka and, cutting of?your
ten faces,will return to Ayodya with .Sita/' At these
words ]Javana was greatly insulted and ordered the demons to cut off the tongue, nose, -ears and tail of the
monkey. In obedienceto the order .of the king all the
demonsbrought weaponsof various sor.tsand beganto

piercehim with thembat nothingcouldbedone to him,
as his body was made of vajara.*
and did not know what

to do.

Ilayana was alarmed
At

last he asjfcedthe

monkey by what meanshe would die. " f. am immortal,"
replied Maruti, " but if you cover my tail with cloth soaked in oil and set fire to it, I shall be immediately burnt
to death. Do not leave any part of my tail uncovered,
and if you (Joso, nothing can be done to me." "^hereupon Ilayana ordered his .servants.to cover his tail with
cloth. All the demons accordingly brought innumerable
heapsof cloth soakedin oil and began to cover the tail
of the monkey with them, but the more they coveredthe
tail with them,,the more he lengthenedit; and consequently
a part of it remained uncovered.All the cloth in Lanka was
finished and oil exhausted. At last Havana orderecj.his
Servantsto go to the Asoka forest aaadget the cjressof
Sita, when Maruti shortenedhis tail and allowed it to
be entirely covered. 'The demons then began to set fire
to the tail but they failed to light it. Maruti said, ** If
Havana will blow the fire himself, it will catch my tail;
and I shall be immediately burnt to death '' Havana
accordingly blew the fire and the tail of the monkey was
lighted, \7hilst he was blowing the fire, it caught his
beard; and his mustacheson one side wereentirely burnt.
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He coveredHis.face with Hishandkerchiefand retired to His
"chamber.Marati rolled on the groundand burnt the beards
-and mustaches-of the demons and the hairs of the demon-

esses with his tail in flames. He burnt many of them to

/death,and in a shorttime one-third part of Lanka was
,onfire. After'burning Lanka -themonkey wentto the
Asoka forest and assured Sita that her husband would

takeher verysoon. Thencehe returned to Rama at the
"PainpaSarovarwith her ornamentas a mark from her
.and a letter from Bramhadevto the prince stating what

-.themonkeyhaddonein Lankaand that one-third of the
-countryburnt by him had become
gold. Earnaand Lak,shumanwereverygladto readthe contentsof the letter
;-andexpressed
'their thanksto Maruti for'the trouble he
"hadtaken for -them. The .storyof how Lanka had become

.gpldis as follows:" Two Brahmans,who were brothers,,always quarrelled about the dqkshana®they had got from their patrons.
Their father-becameindignant at their conduct and cursed
them, saying that they would ;be animals, but that the
gpd, Krishna, would releasethem from the curse. One
jbrother was transformed into a nakr&\ and another into
> gajandra.^ The nakra lived .in water and th<}*
gapndra on a mountain,. One day the gajandraaccidentally cameto t]ie lake in which,the nakra lived; and whilst
.drinking the water, the latter dragged the former in. the
lake, A severefighting took place between them. The
;nakra severelywounded,the gajandra and was about to

kill him, whenthe latter prayedto Krishna.for help.
The god,listeningto his prayer,,ro$e on ffaruda§ and
hastened.to the lake* Finding that his devotee, the
gajandra, was woundedby ,thienakra, Krishna -killed the

crocodileand releasedhim and the elephantfrom
* A presentin hardcash, f A crocodile. J An elephant,

5.AneaglecalledQaruda
on.whichKrishna$1
ways
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the curse. After releasing them? from tlie curse'
Krishna prepared himself to return to Dwarka, when:
Ga-rudasaid to-him, ' lam very hungry. Please, there-'

fore,give1me somethingto eat.' *'I shall postponemy
departurefor an hour or so,' replied Krishna, £ and in
the meantime, you can eat.the. corpsesof the nakra and'

gajandra.' Whereupon'Garudawent and pickedup the-1
corpses
with his-bill and sat on a tree called Jarabuvraksha for the purpose of eating them: But the branch of
the tree on which he had sat, was broken by his weight,,
when he observed that--millions of Rishis sat in meditation
on the leaves of the branch. In order that the branch

might not fall on the groundand kill the Rishis,.he firmly
held the'branch by his bill; and not knowing1 where tokeep it, he went to-his father, Easyapa, a Rishi,.. and'

informed him of his difficulty,- Whereupon-Kasyapa
requestedthe Rishis to come down, and they complied,
with his request..He then told Garada to leave the branch
on a mountain at Lanka. Garuda accordingly did. it and
went away. The branch remainedon the mountain and
was converted into gold; and when- Maruti burnt Lanka,
it wasmelted by the heat of the fire- and the liquid overflowed the part of Lanka which was-burntby the monkey."
Soonafter,.Rama and Lakshuman made-preparations
lor march against Ravana; and on- the day oi Dasara*'
they set out with eighteenpadmas^ of monkeys, seventy* " This festival

is. held

on the

10th

of Aswin

Shud.

It is

called Durga Paja. On this day, in commemoration"of the victory of Devi, the wife of Siva,over the buffalo-headed demon,Maheshasur,-her image, after having been worshippedfoe nine dayi
is thown

into the water.

On this day Marathas and Kshatryas

or those who consider themselves,of $he military race, worship^
the implements of war and ask protection of them throughout;
the year, under a conception that to the propitiousness of the

swordthey oweeveryprosperity,''
ome

f Ten' biljionsare equalto
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two kotis* of warriors under the command of an old mon~

key, Jambuvant,and fifty-six kotis of other monkeys.
Whentheyarrived at the seawhichMaruti had first crossed,they were encampedthere, there being no way to proceed further.
This news having spread through-

out Lanka, Viblushan, the youngestbrother of the demon-king, entreated
him to restoreSita to her husband^
and setall the' godsat liberty. He said,-" If you donot
listen-to me,,the wholeof Lanka will be annihilatedand
all thedemons-destroyed."
Ravan andhis son, Indrajit,
replied," We do not careat all aboutit. Let Kamaand:
all the monkeyscomeuponus,-weshall kill themall in a
s-ecorsd." Having failed to persuade the demon-king to
restoreSita to Raiiia,. Vibhishan, accompaniedby four demons, came where the monkeys had been en'campedand
sought to visit the prince. The monkeys were about to1
kill the demons,when Vibhis*hansaid, " I am the young-j
est brother of Ra-vana and have come here to see Rama.

I hear that he killed Yali and gave his kingdom, to Sugriva.- In like manner,-I want him to kill Ravana and
give his Lanka to me. He is wicked, and has oppressed

bath-thegodsand Brahmans»Jy
Themonkeyslookedupon him with suspicionand did not believe' at first what her
had said.

But Marati said, " Vibhishan' is not a wicked

demon. He is a devoteeof Rama,, and has come here'
with somegood object/' Whereupon. Rama desired the
monkeys;to allow Vibhishan to see him. Sugriva went
and bfo^ght him to Rama.

The demon fell at the feet

of the prince,whenthe latter blessedthe former saying
that hewould be the king of Lanka and wo-uldreign,
there as Jongas the sun and the moon last,

Rama asked-

him what he shoulddoto crossthe sea with his larges
armyof monkeys,whenVibhishanreplied, u Pray to the
sea, and he may make way for you and your
* Onekoti is equal to tea millions,
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Eama went to pray to the seaand Vibhishan left for Lanka. Havanawas informed by a demon called Shardula,
that a large army of monkeysunder the commandof Su-

griva had beenencampednear the shoreof the seaand
that they would invade Lanka in a day or two. Where-

upona demoncalledShuka cameto Sugrivaon behalfof
Havana and said to him, " Eama is a wicked man, and
why do you help him ? What have you to do with Sita 1
Quietly return home with your army. If you do not listen
to me, the heads of all your monkeyswill be cut off ; and
Bama, Lakshuman &nd you will be killed." The monkeys
wereenragedat what the demon had said and beat him
severely, when Lakshuman interfered and let him go.
The demon again said, " You are all stupid donkeys and
will be shortly sacrificed here." Rashabha, a monkey,
replied, u Just tell Havana to restore "Sita to Rama; and
if he refuses to do so, his neck will be cut off with his

ten heads." " Hold your tongue,'"' said Shuka, " Sita
will never be restoredto Rama, I again tell you to leave
the prince alonehere; and if you do not listen to me,
your days are numbered." The monkeys again caught
him by his neck and, having belabored him, bound him.
with a cord.

Rama prayed to the sea for three days without eating
a morsel of food; but the seawas so impertinent that he
did not listen to his prayer, when the prince got indignant
and aimed his dhanushaban to dry up the sea. The sea
wasalarmed and said, " Kindly forgive me and do not

dry meup. I am ready to do what you bid me do."
« Very well," replied Rama, " but what shall I do with
this dhanushaban? It must be at any rate let off according to my solemnresolutionwhich cannotbe changedunder
any circumstances." u There lives in the west a demon"
called Maru, continued the sea, "He devours all creatures in 4he .water. Please, therefore,let off the arrow
5

SO
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at him and cut off his head." Kama accordingly discha£

gedthe arrowat himand cut offhis head. Whenthe.
headfell on the ground,-it'drankoff a sheetof the seawater in the west and: therebya tract of land, whichis!
now called Marwad, was formed. The sea regardedRama
as his son-in-law and presented him with a dress and!
ornaments,which he acceptedat the requestof the mon-

keys;and whenhe wore them, he looked very beautiful,
Rama askedthe seawhat meanshe shonld adopt to cross

the waterwith so many monkeys,whenhe said, *kYou
canhavea sketu*built overme. Leiit^e built by Nak
with stonesand mountains, which will float on the surface

of the wateronly by his hands. WhenEala wasyoung,
he'alwaysworshippedslialigrams^ and threw them into
the sea-water. A Rishi waspleasedwith him and blessed
him, saying that by, his hands, stones and mountains
would float on the water.*' So saying to Rama, the seadisappeared. Immediately after, Rama called ISTala
and*

saidto him, " To crossthe sea,a shetumust be built byyouof stonesandmountains,whichwill float on the water
by your hands only. I, therefore, beg you to order all

the monkeys
to procurestonesand mountainsand lay
themby your handsin the water.*' ISTalawas puffedup
with pride and said to himself that the shetu could not

bebuilt withouthim. So sayingNala orderedthe moakeysto getstonesand mountainswhichthe latterbrought
and gavein chargeof the former. Nala built a portion*
of the shetu,but the fishes in the sea ate it. He agak
built it but the fishes again ate it. He was at a loss^to

knowwhatto do,whenMarutisaidto him," Pridegcjf|'
beforedestruction. You thought that the bndge'coiii*
not Bebuilt withoutyou. What do you.saynow ? Le^ye
off your pride and be humble. E"ow write the named*
*A bridge or pool. |A black stone found in tk©
Gadartki,and worshippedas sacred-toVishnu,
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"Kamaon each stone and lay it in the water; and if you

idothis,you will beableto build the shetu within a short
time. Nala did it as directed by Maruti; and the shetu
was built one hundred yojans in length and breadth so
far as Suvela without any difficulty. After the shetu was
completed,Rama crossedit with his army and came to
Suvela,where he encampedhis army.
Rama set Shuka at liberty, who went to Ravana and
Informed him of what had happenedto him and how they
had built the shetu. He requested the demotx-king to

submitto the ]Jfi&ce
and restoreSita to him. Ravana
got veryindignantand said, " You are alarmed,because
they beat you. If you advise me that way again, I shall
at once cut off your head." Soon after, Ravana sent two
demons,Shuka and Suma, to Suvela to ascertainthe position, of the army of Rama. The two demonsin the forms
of monkeysmixed themselveswith the monkeys belonging
to the army of the prince. Vibhishan informed Rama
'that the demons

had come to

Suvela in the forms

of mon-

keys to ascertainthe position of his army. Whereupon Rama
ordered the monkeysto allow the demonsto count their
numbers. The two demonswere accordingly taken round
the whole army. They, having smn ;it, returned to
Lanka and said to the demon-king, "Rama has got a large
army of monkeys,,and it will be very difficult for you
to defeat it. We, therefore, implore you to submit [to

Ramaand restoreSita to him.5>Ravanawasenragedand
threatened them'that he would cut off their heads,if the^
advisedhim that way. He then, accompaniedby the two
demons, went to the top of his tower to see the army of
Rama. Vibhishan cameand informed the prince that the
demon-king had gone to his tower to havea look tat>his
army, and while he was there,Sugriva jumped from Suvela,
which was at a distance of hundreds of miles from Lanka,
and returned to his camp.with the mugut:of Ravan. The
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-demon-kingwasalarmed,and immediatelycame dowiir
"stairs. A few days after, he said to his courtiers, "I

navenowno patience. I mustmarry Sita as soonas pos*
sible. If anyof you makeher lore meand marry me,I

shallbeevergratefulto him.'* Whereupon
hisminister,
Vidynjiva, who waswell versedin magic and sorcery, re*-

plied," I shallcreate,by meansof sorcery,a headwellcut
Dff and similar to that of Rama and also a dhanushaban

"andshowthem to Sita, so that shemay be convincedthat
'her husband has been killed.

If

she is convinced of

it, shewill become
hopeless
andeasilylov§,you and marry
you." *cI amvery muchthankfulto you for your excellent scheme," replied Ravana. " There is no doubt you
will succeedin it." Vidynjiva accordingly createdthe head
"of Kama and his dhanushaban.

Ravana then came to the

Asoka forest and said to Sita, " I am very sorry to
inform you that your darling husband is killed and
that his brother, Lakshuman, has fled to Ayodya*
"Maruti, Sugriva,Nala, Mia, Angada and all other warriors*
are also killed. You are alone here, what can you do
now? You are helpless. I, therefore, beseechyou
to marry me. You shall be my first wife and Mandodari
will beyour maid-servant. Alas ! Sita, Rama is no more;
Believe me. If you want any proof of what 1 say, here m
the heado£your Rama cut off by a demon, and here is
Ms dhanushaban."

As soon as Sita beheld

the

head of

Rama and his dhanushaban,she fainted. In her grief she

saidto Ravana. " I lookuponyouas my father and im*
piore you to ordera pile of woodto be arranged, so that I
may set fire to it and burn myself in it. I do not wish tb
live any longer in this world." As soon as he heard these

words,he returnedto his court, leavingSita alonetherei
In the mean-time,Sharrna,wife of Vibhishan,cameto
the-Asoka forestandinformedherthat Ramawasdoing

wellandthatthehead,whichwasshownto her,wascre-4
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by thedemons
by means
of sorceryto rtiakehergive
upiher hopeof Rama and marry Havana. "Nosoonerdid
Sharinainform Sita of this than the"createdheadand dhanushabanwhich were left there, disappeared. Soon after,
the demon-king said to his wife, *' Mandodari, you are

my faithful wife and lovememuch. I have a greatpassion for Sita ; and if yoii do not help me, I shall die. If

youreally loveme, go to Sita in tha Asoka forest and
persuadeher to marry me." Whereupon Mandodari
went to Sita and, having communicated her husband's
wishesto her, returned home. She said to her husband,
" Dearest, Sita is not a womanwho will comply with your
wishes. She is a paragon of viftue. She will sacrificeher
life rather than yield to your passion. There is no use of
your *beingafter her. I, therefore, beseechyou 'to restore
her to Rama. Why do you covet another'swife ?" "My

love,"repliedHavana," What you sayis true, but I shall
never submit to Rama and humiliate myself in the eyes
of all nations. I shall fight with him and die but I shall
never restore Sifcato him." Having failed to persuadeher
husband,she returned to her palace. Ravana again went
to the top of his tower with his courtiers and began to
look at the army of Rama. Rama also went to the top of
a hill with Sugriva and other monkeysand began to look

at Ravanand his courtiers. Whilst Ravanawaslooking
at the army of the prince, Sugriva jumped from the hill
and knocked down the muguts put by him on his ten
heads. The demon-king was surprised and combated
with the monkey but the latter, having administered to

him severeblows, returnedto Ramawith joy. Havana
wasalarmed, and immediately came down with shame
and confusion. After all preparations for the war were
completed on both the sides, Yibhishan said to
Rama, " Before an attack is madeon Ravana,it is advis-

ableto negotiatewith him for peace. You should,there-

garudaskilled all the' serpentsand resusitated
Lakshumanand their army. The fighting was again
renewed
by themonkeys,when Fravasta,the ministerof
Havana,bravelyfought with them and killed manyof
them. WhereuponIJTalathrewat the minister"onelaic
of mountains

which the lattet

broke in no time and

continuedthefighting. But aftera hot battle Pravasta

waskilledby$"ala
withatreec&lled
tada,a hundred
yojans
in length. At this defeat,Havana
wasgreatlyenraged
and preparedhimself to fight with the enemies>
when
his wife, Mandodari,said to him, " My dearest,you
shouldnowgive up the ideaof your fighting with Kama
any longer. Why do you want another's wife ? My
love,just restoreher to her husband,so that everything
may end in peaceand tranquillity.*' ** My darling^"
Havanalaughingly replied, " I am ready to do any thing
for you but pleasedo not tell me to restore Sita to Rama.
I am prepared to fight with him and kill him with all

Ms army.8* Ravanahaving refusedto listen to her,she
returned to her palace. Immediately after, the demonking kept the field with his sons, grand-sons,great grandsonsand a large number of warriors and soldiers and
commencedoperations,when Sugriva threw a large mouri*
tain at him, which the latter broke with his arrows*

Whereuponall the monkeysrusheduponhim with mountains,largetrees,rocks and other weaponsbut he alga
brokethemwith his arrows. Maruti then threw a very
large rock at the demon-kingwhich the latter broke
with hisarrowsandgave blows to the former. Marati
faintedfor sometime and, havingsoon cometo himself^
returnedthe blowsto him arid knockeddawnhis naughts
and the chatras held over his ten heads. Rayana wat
not in the least alarmed andt continued, th'e

WhsreupQn£Tala producedby a mantra,
Nalaslike himselfandemployed
them

i?SVpH^^^^^S^l^^
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treesandrocksat the demon-king,when the latter hi
off a Bramhasra*and made them all disappearin a
second.
Lakshumanthen let off a Bramhaslcti*at Havana,
whichwascut off by the latter into two parts. Onepart of
it fell on the ground and with another Lakshuman was

struck;and consequently
he fainted. Maruti was greatly
enragedand gave Ravanablows, which made him vomit

bloodand return to Lanka. Whenthe demon-kingwas
thusdefeated,he senthis demon-subjects
to arousehis
brother,Kumbhakarna,
from his fast sleep. The demons
wentand shookhim buthe wasnotawakened.
Whereupon
they threw rocks and mountainsat him, pierced
him with sharp weapons, and scratched him with their
nails, but nothing could arousehim from his sleep. He
was snorting with a great noiseand drew in and sent out
with his inspiration and respiration the demons, bullocks,
cows,elephantsand other animals that had comebefore
Mm. At last the demonsbrought two nymphs and made
them sing before,him. By their melodious voice he was
aroused;and as he was hungry for six months, he at once .
devoured billions of bullocks, she-buffaloes,Brahmans,
cowsand even demons, and drank off gallons of liquor
and gJiee\. After his hunger was appeased,the demons
informed him of what had happenedto his brother, Ravana,
his kingdom and subjects. Whereupon Kumbhakarna
immediately stood on his legs and beganj to walk

towardsthe palaceof his brother. The monkeys,looking
at the huge size of the demon, were greatly disheartened
but Maruti went to him and lifted him up thrice in order
that*they might not be afraid of him. Kumbhakarna
' reachedthe palaceof Havana and stoodbeforehim, when
the latter said to him, « Brother ? I am now in difficulty.

I have brought Sita, the wife of Rama, as I wishto
marryher. In orderto recoverher fromme Ramahas
* A weapon.

t Clarified butter.
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comehere with a great numberof monkey-soldiers.
Theyhavekilledgoodmanydemonsanddestroyednearly
the whole of Lanka. It is now your duty to .help
me/ " It is not goodthat you have deprivedthe helplesswoman,Sita,of her husband,"replied Kimibhakarna.
" It is a greatsin that one shouldcovetanother's wife.
You oughtto haverestoredherto her husband. But as
youhavebrought her here at the risk of your life, have
youfulfilledyourwishes? sIf not, transformyourselfinto
Ratnaandgo to her/' "That cannot be done," replied
Havana, " becauseif I becomeRama, all his virtues will

reiguin meand preventmefrom doing any wicked act.
Unlessyoukill Rama,I shall not be able to fulfill my
wishes."" As youaremy brother," said Kumbhakarna,
" It is myduty to helpyou. Havecourage.I shall devour
all the monkeysin a momentand kill Rama and Lakshum&n;" Taking his leave of Havana, Kumbhakarna
attacked the army of Rama, when four monkeys, including Sharab and Gbvaksha flung mountains and
rocks at the demon which the latter broke with blows and

threw them into the sky. Kumbhakarna devoured a
great number of the monkeys but a few of them
escapedthrough his ears and nostrils. Sugriva then threw
a mountain

at him which the latter

broke with one

blowand,havingheldhim by his feet, turnedhim round
like a reel. He was aboutto dashthe monkeyto pieces,
whenthe latter escapedfrom his clutchesand jumped into the sky. But he, having stretched out hig

hands in the sky, brought him down and put him
into his arms. Sugrivawasdisgustedat the stink of*his
armsand,having cut off his noseand ears, once more
escaped
and jumpedinto the sky ol which Kumbhakarna
knewnothing. He was profuselybled and altogether
disfigured. Havingthoughtthat hewas successful
in the
war,he walkedtowardsthe palace'
of his brother,Havana,
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The demon-king was ashamed to behold him in that
state ; and in order to avoid an interview with him he
ordered his barber to show him a mirror.

The barber ac-

cordingly held a mirror before the demon in which he
beheldhis disfigured face and immediately returned in a;

greatrageto renewthe fight with the monkeys. t)esperate as he was, he devoured many of the monkeysand
attempted to rush upon Rama, when Lakshuman let off
arrows at him, which lie broke with his hands. In the

mean-time,Vibhishan went to fight with his brother,
when the latter said, " You are a great scoundrel. Do
yon know who I am ? I am your brother.- You are treacherous,and have joined our enemies, I should have just
killed you on this spot, but as there will be no one left behind us to perform our funeral ceremonies,I apare your

life and command
you to leaVethis placeimmediately.Do
not showme your face again." Having heard thesewords
from the mouth of Kumbhakarna, Vibhishan immediately t
disappeared. Kumbhakarna then rushed upon Rama,
when the latter let off arrowsat him, but they all were devoured by the demon. Lastly the prince dischargeda
deadly arrow at him and cut off his hands with it, and,
with other arrows, his feet, trunk, and head. On receiving
the ilews

of the

fall

of

Kumbhakarna

in

the field

Ea-

vana much grieved for him, when Indrajit cameand consoled his father. Immediately after, Atikaya, the second
son of Eavana, with other warriors, abravely attacked fhe
army of Rama and shot a great number of the monkeys;
but at last Lakshuman

killed

him with his arrow.

Eavana

much lamentedfor him, when Indrajit consoledhis father
and, having washedhis body with the blood of human
beings and cows,performeda penance. His goddesswas

pleasedwith him and presented
him with a chafiot,k>rsei
and weapons.
He seatedhimselfin that chariotandjumped
imtoth» Bkj'} and?
havinghid himselfm the clouds,lie let
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off arrowsat the monkeys
andkilledthemall. EvenRama
and Lakshuman werestruck with his arrows. The demon-

princeagainreturned
to Lankawith success.Toresuscitatethe monkeys,
Maiuti wentto get a mountaincalled

Dronagiri,
whichwasfull of medicinal
plants. For some
time he stood at the foot of the mountain entreating him

to accompany
him to Suvela,theplaceof the war,and resuscitatethe monkeyswith his medicinalplants. The
mountain said " Be gone. You, fool. I am not ex-

pectedto accompany
you to Suvela. Departfrom this
place." Maruti got indignant at the insolenceof the
mountainand,havinglifted him up with his tail, brought
him to Suvela. By the odourof the medicinal plants on
the mountain all the monkeys with Rama and Lakshu- .
man were resuscitated; and soon after, they entered
Lanka and set fire to it. Whereupon Ravana sent the
demons,Jang Prachang, Krochen, Nikumbha and others
to oppose them and quenchthe fire. The demonslet off
a rain-weapon, which produced water and quenchedthe
fire. By his mantra Indrajit then createda femalecalled
Kritya and jumpedwith her into the sky; and hiding himself behindher back he let off arrowsat the monkeysand
killed many of them, when Rama, at the suggestionof the
wind, let off the weapon called Angirastra, which cut ofi
the female. Whereupon Indrajit immediately camedown

and,havingdefeatedthearmyof Ramawith heavyloss,
returnedto Lanka with success. The monkeyswere ajar-

med,whenMaruti immediatelykept the field. At this
timeIndrajit createdby hismantrasa womanexactlylike
Sitaand, havingseatedher in his chariot, cam$to the

fieldand loudlysaidin thehearingof all the monkeys,
" Yousee,on account
of this wretched
womanmy father
hassufferedmuch. If her headis cutoff, everything

willendin peace,
andtherewillbenowar'' Sosaying
hecutofftheheadof thewoman
andimmediately
wsnjfc
%);
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Mscounty,Itfikumbala,to performa penance
with a view

togetfromthe deityof firea divyv,raiha,*
withhorses
and
weapons.He entereda solitary placeand, posting de--

mons
to watchit, began
to perform
thepenance.Indrajit
killed for the purposemany Brahmans^and
cowsand,

washinghisbodywith theirblood,seatedhimselfupon
corpsesand carcasses,madea havan]and offeredthe
deityof fire the h'eads
of Brahmansandcows. Thedeity
havingbeenpleased
with him,half of the divyarathacame
- out of the havan.

Maruti believedthat the woman,whoseheadhad been
cut off, was Sita and communicatedthe sad newsto Ram#

andLakshuman,whichdisheartened
and disappointed
aJJ.
Jn the meantime,Yibhishancameand informed Rama
and the monkeysthat Sita was safe in the Asoka forest

andthat tideSita, whoseheadwascut off by Indrajit, was
createdby him with his mantras. He alsoinformedthem
of the penance
and said, " Half of the divyarathahas
comeout of the fire; andif the wholechariotcomeout,
you will nofcbe ableto conquerIndrajit. I, .therefore,
adviseyouto go to Mkumbala assoonas possibleand
destroythehavan, so that thechariotmay disappear
and
not cometo the handsof thedemon-prince,
I alsotell;you
that as soon as youdestroythe havan,Ite will be desperate and fight with you ; but no onewill be able io kill
him, unless he has observedfast for 12 years.'* listen-

ing to what Yibhishanhad said Rama madea signta
Lakshuman, who had observed fast for 14 years, and

badehim go with Maruti, Sugriva,andthe othermonkeys
to Mkurnbalato destroythehavanandkill Indrajit. Lakshuman accordingly went with them to Nikumbala and

destroyedthe chariotand havan.Thenoiseof .themonkeys
arousedIndrajit who wasin deep meditations;andfind*?
* A beautiful, fine and charming diariot, '" ' f Oblation
by fire to a deity.
6
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ing that-thehavanwas destroyed,
hewasso furious:tfiaf
he let off at them a rain-weapon,which produced the rafo

and flowedthe army of Lakshuman. The prince discharged
a wind-weapon,
whichproducedthe wind and dis*

persedthe rain. Indrajit stopped
the wind byamountain-weapon,
whichproduced
innumerable
mountains,wheo:.
Lakshuman let off a diamond-weapon,whichproduced dia*

monds,'andbrokethe mountains1.Indrajit let off a fireweapon,
whichproducedfire and beganto burn the army
of Lakshuman,when thelatter discharged
a sea-weapott,
which producedYolumesof waterand-extinguishedthe
i fire.' '" Indrajit lastly let off five 'arrowsand struck Lakshuman with thorn, when',Yibhrishanthrew his gada* at the

i demon-prince,
whocutit off andstruck his uncle with five
Arrows.1-At
last Lakshumanlet off' a deadly arrowand
Broke-~hisheadwith it, and his chariot was broken and

Horseskilled! by -Jambuvant. Indrajit howeverfought
aloneon the' ground,whenall the monkeysthrew at him
innumerable mountains, 'racks, and :trees at one and the
sametime, but-he broke them with his*arrowsin no time.
He-then jumped into the sky and, hiding1 himself in the1

clouds,let"off-arrows
at LakshumanwhenMaruti placed
the.latter'onih&palmof his hand and lifted him up irt
.the sky, wherehe fought with Indrajit. Whereupon

tHe detnon-'prince
camedown,"whenMaruti brought
Lakshumanon theground1.They fought for some time
6n theground but at last Lakshuman cut off with his
arrowsthethighs,armsandthe headof his enemy. 0u&
of the armsof the'detnon-prince^
when cut oft, fell dovm

in thecompdund
of the,palaceof Ms .wife,Sulochana,
a

Daughter"
of Sheshav
andthemonkeys
carrie^
' 6ff,the

headto theircamp/with
exurfcation.
Kama,
rejoiced
at'the
success
and:told:the:monkeys
to preserve;
thehead.'and
handit over .to^a,woman,,who;woul^lco^e hither to ask
lor it, Sulochanacameout of her room,-and as soonas

S^
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immediately
got up andbegan
to waiktowards
his place,
accompanied
by Maruti, whenChandraseni
indignantly
exclaimed,'* Ah, monkey! Thou art a great scoundrel.
This is1 thy dodge. I will now curse thee to death."

Maruti wasalarmed,when Rama wentand pacifiedher,
sayingthat he would marry her during his anotherincarnation and that she would be called Satyabhama.
After all the demonswerekilled, Rama gave Mahikavati
to Makardwaja and returned to- Suvela with Maruti and
the other monkeys.
On the return of Rama to SuvelaRavan said to Jifs
courtiers, " There is no use of my living in this world
without my belovedson,luxlrajit. I must now either kill

Ramaor kill myself.'' Sosayinghe commenced
to-let off
.arrows at Rama which the latter cut off. But the prince
was straek with onearraw, when Vibhishan let off arrows
at the demon-king, who boiled with rage, dischargedat
his brother a weapon called Bramahshakti. Lakshuman
immediately cut it off, when Ravana dischargedanother

powerfulweapon
at the priDcebut Maruticaught holdof
it beforeit struck him. To the great surpriseof all, the

weaponbecame
a femalein the hands of Maruti andsaid
to him, <<r
Well, Maruti, yon say that youare a Brahmachari and how do you touch a female? You will be

sinful, if you do not let mego." Marutiwasgreatlyastonished at the female in his hands; and as soon as she

utteredtheword, *sirr/heplacedher on theground,when
she immediatelybecamea weaponand, rushing upon
Lakshuman, struck his headand chest; and consequently
he fell down lifeless. Rama and all the monkeys were

alarmed,and much lamentedfor him. Kavana, elate
with the success,returned to Lanka with exultation.
Ramaand the monkeyswerein confusion,and did not
knowivhat to do. All werediscouraged,
and thought of
leating Suvela, Shortly after, Ravana"againcamet®
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fight,whenRama,boiledwithrage,let offarrowsat him
and the other demons and killed many of them. The

demon-king,
beingunable
to overcome
him,trembled
from
headto foot. He became
madandthe pictureof Rama

presented
itself beforehim wherever
he went. Having
beenfrightened,he immediatelyreturnedto Lankaand
told his wife,Mandodari,aboutit, whenshe said," My
love,my dearest,
evennowrestore Sita to Rama and be
,his friend." " $0, no," Havana indignantly replied,
,

u that can never be done. I will either kill myself or

kill Rama." ImmediatelyafterMandodari had returned
to her-palace,
he orderedthe demons
to dig an excavation
in theground. Theexcavation
wasaccordinglydug; and
in that excavation
heperformed
a penance
to get a divya.
ratha from the god of fire and sat there in deepmeditation.

Ramagrievedfor hisbrother,andall themonkeys
were
alarmed. In the meantime,
their physician, Susena,felt
the pulse of Lakshumanand.said, " Lakshuman has still
life in hini and he will be no more,as soonas the sun rises

in themorning. If the plant of nectar is brought here
from Dronagiriin thecourseof the night, Lakshuman
^can

berestored
to life. Is thereanywarriorwhocango forty
millionsof yojansfromthis place and get the plant here

in thecourse
of thenightf As soonasthephysician
put
thequestion,
Marutisaid,"I will justgoandbringDronagiri herein three hours." So saying he took his leave
of Rama and jumpedfrom Suvela. He cameto a hill

palledMadaranchela
whichwasclose
to Dronagiri.Marati
was very thirsty ; and to refreshhimself he went to the

abode
of anoldBrahman
andrequested
himfor a cupof
water. This Brahman,
who hada numberof disciples

withhim,blessed
Marutiandsaid," I amverygladto
seeyouhere. Kindly spendthisnight with ushereaiwi

goin themorning.""I cannotwaitherefora minute,''
replied'Maruti. "I must (Jomy business
as ^poftas
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sheidentifiedherhusband's
arm,shetook it up in her
hands and lamented over it

She said to the arm with

tearsin her eyes,««My love, justlet me knowhowyou
werekilled. If I amfaithful to you, let thisyour arm
writea short a-ccouut
of thebattleyouhad foughtwith
Kama." Sosaying sheplaceda pieceof .paper,penand
inkstand beforethe arm, which wrote the full accountof

thebattle and informedher that the monkeyscarriedoff
his head to Suvela.

As soon as Sulochana read the ac-

count,,
shegrievedmuchand placedthe armand paperbefore his father-in-law,

Havana,

Havana read the letter

and ffainted-away,when Mandodari cameout of her room
and, hearing the sad news of the fall of her brave son,

violentlycried-andwept. Sulochana^
said," I amgoingto
barn myself with my belovedIndrajit. I, therefore, im. plore you to get his head back from the .monkeys/' At
the entreatiesof his daughter-in-law the demon-kingwas
moved, and pitied her-; and at the same time, he was
foiled with rage at the monkeys,and exclaimed, "Daughter, I shall get the head back. Rest assured. I will now

fight with Ramaand neverreturn, unlessI kill him." So
exclaiming he ordered his courtiers to make prepartions

for marchagainstthe priaee,whenMandoda-ri
saidto Suiochana, " There is no necessityfor fighting with Rama.

If you go to him alone,he will givetheheadto you,as he
is verykind.'* Ravanasaid," Sheis helpless,
if anybody
commitoutrageuponher.'' " Thereis not a single monkey with Rama,"replied Mandodari, " who will covet
another's wife/'

As soon as Mandodari

said these words,

he hid his face with shameand confusionand allowed Su-

lochanato go aloneto Buvela. Sulochanacameto the

camppf themonkeys,
whenthelattertook herto Rama.
She saidto theprince,i(I am wifeof Indrajitandhave
comehither to carry the headof my husband,
as I amgo-

ing to burnmyselfwithhim. I, therefore,
implore
youto
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giveit to me."" Howdidyouknowthattheheadof your
husband
wascarriedoff by us," askedthe monkeys. Sulochanatold them what hadhappenedbut the monkeyssaid

to her, " We cannot believe whatyon say. It is impossible that a lifeless arm can write.

Here is the head of

yourhusband
; andif youwerefaithfulto him,just make
it laugh; and then wewill be convinced
ofcwhatyou say."

Whereupon
Sulochana,
embracing
the head,said," My
love,I am nowin difficulty. Thesemonkeyshavemet
heretogetherto judgeof my fidelity towardsyou; and if
your headdoesnot laugh,theywill look uponmeas a vile
woman.''

Sulochana tried her utmost

to make the head

laugh but it did not listen to her. At last she said, " I
madea great mistake. If I had called my father, Shesha,
to help you, nothing could have beendone to you.' > As
soonas she uttered thesewords,the headheartily laughed.
The monkeys said, " Though Sulochanaspoke to the

headin so manypathetic words,it did not laughbut as
soonas shetookthe nameof Shesha,
it heartilylaughed.1*
« What is this mystery?" askedthe monkeys* " Sulochana

is the daughterof Shesha,"repliedRama, " and Lakshuman is an incarnation of Shesha. The head laughed, because his father-in-law killed

his own son-in-law.'*

Itfo

soonerdid Rama inform the monkeysof this than Lakshuirian much grieved for his son-in-law, Indrajit, when the
former pacifiedand consoledhim, saying that he would resuscitate the demon-prince, if he wished him to do so.
But at the entreatiesof the monkeysRama did not resuscitate Indrajit. The monkeys then handed the head

overto Sulochana,
whichshetook and broughton theseashorenearLanka,whereshe arrangedatpile of woodand,
havingset fire to it, burntherselfwith the head. Ravana,
whowas present therewith his family accordingto the
custom,was deeply affectedat the sight, and returned
homeover-whelmed
with grief. Ravanawasin a confused
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stateof mind,anddid not knowwhatto do,whenhis
minister, Vidya, advisedhim to write a letter to his un-

cles,AhiravanaandMahiravana,
in Fatal. Whereupon
the demon-king wrote to them, calledthem to seehim at his

palace
andinformed
themof hismisfortuneanddistress,
when they encouraged him and said, " You need not be
alarmed.We shall carry off Rama and Lakshumanto Fatal

today at midnight and sacrificethem to our goddess."
The ministers of Vibhishan overheardwhathad passed
between Ravana and the demons and communicated it to

their master. Whereupon Yibhishan told Maruti. Nala,
Nila, Sugriva and other monkeysto guard Rama,and Lakshuman during the night. All the monkeys, therefore,

madea fortification of their tails and, placingin it the
princeson a cot, guardedthem. At midnight Ahiravanaand Mahiravanacamethereand weregreatlysurprised at the curious fortification. But there being no wayto get in, they excavated the earth ; and through that
excavationthey carried off the princeswith the cot to Mahikavati in Fatal, where they put them in tranceand con-

finedthem in a house, Theyhad postedtwentykotis ol
demonsunder the commandof Makardwaja to watch the
mouth of the excavation which was near the sea in Fatal.

At the dawn of the day all the monkeysat Suvela
W0ntto visit Rama, when they found, to their great sur-

prise,that the cot disappeared
with Rama andLakshuman, They saw the excavationand the footprints of the
demons,froni which they concludedthat the demonshad

carriedoff the princesthroughthat hollow. All the monkeyswere greatlyalarmed,and did not knowwhat to do,
but, ia the mean time, Vibhishan cameand told them not,
to make a noise about it, becauseif Ravana knew of their t

position, he would attack themand kill themall in no
time. The monkeyswith Yibhishan met togetherand
.askedMaruti whetherhe couldgo throughthe excavation

6d
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and trace the whereaboutsof Rama and Lakshuman.

" Even at the risk of my life I will get Rama and Lakshumanback," repliedMaruti. Having thus spoken
Maruti enteredthe excavationwith ETala,ISTila,
Angada,

andJambuvant
andwentthroughit to the sea-shore
half
dead,wherethey refreshed
themselves
with a freshbreeze.
Lookingat thelargenumbersof the demonsthey disguised themselves as Fakirs*

and asked the monsters to show

them the way that led to Mahikavati. The demonsdid
non listen to them and preventedthem' from proceeding further,when Maruti got indignant and threwthem
into the sea with his tail.

Makardwaja was greatly in-

censed,
and combated
with Maruti but the latter flunghim down and sat on his chest. Makardwaja was alarmed, when Maruti called upon him to name the espouserof

his cause. " If my father,Marati, were here," saidMakardwaja,"he wouldkill youand savemy life." As soon
as the demon mentioned the name of Maruti, the latter

wa startled, and, getting up fromhis chest, said, " My
name is Maruti.

I am a Brarrihacharij and how do you

saythat I amyourfather? Just giveme an accountof

howyou werebornto me." " Whenyou burntLanka/*
replied Makardwaja, '* yon threw into the sea your
sweat,which my mother, a Mapari, J swallowedup ; and
of that sweatI wasborn to you." Maruti was astonished

at the accountgiven by Makardwaja,and blessedhim
when, the Magari cameto seethe monkey and said to him,.
" When you came here last time, you had a large"size;
but I now find that your form is very small. I doubt
whether you are that Maruti whom I had seen." Whereupon Maruti assumedhis former form and removedher

doubt. He then acquainted
her with what had happened
* Mendicants, f A Brahman that religiously abstainsfrom
aU sexual comnerce with woman;

life.

J An alligator.

either fora, time
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to Kama,whenshesaid," Ahirayana
andMahiravana
are
two brothers. Theyare wickedand treacherous
demons.
I knowthat theyhave carriedoff Ramaand Lakshuman

toMahikavati,
andtheywill sacrifice
themto theirgoddess
tomorrow.
I, therefore,
advise
youto goandhideyourself
in the templeof thegoddess,
where
youwill findboththe
princes.""Have patience,"repliedMaruti, " I will -kill all
thedemonsand give Mahikavatito your son." " Mahikavati," continuedtheMagari, " is at a distanceof 13
yojans,and to reachthereyou will have to crossa vast-

sea,whichyouwill notbe ableto do. I, therefore,
beg
youto sit with your companions
in my mouth, and I will
convey you to that place." Nala, Mia, Angad, and

Jambuvant
wereafraid,astheythought
that the Magari
might swallowthem up on their way to Mahikavati.
They,therefore,refusedher kind offerand stayedon the
sea-shore,whileMaruti alonejumpedover the seaand
immediately reached Mahikavati, where he becameas-

small as an atom and enteredthe templeof the goddess;
As soon as he saw the goddess,he put lier into a drain
and, assuming her form, sat in her place. The goddess

wasfrightened,
anddidnotspeaka wordforfearof life.
The demonsas usualmadeofferingsto the goddessconsist-

ing of boiledrice,milk,butterandotherthingswhichMaruti
swallowed
up to his heart'scontentand loudly saidto the
demons," I am very much pleasedwith you, becauseyou

harebroughttodayKamaand Lakshumanfor my tiffin
Let me havethem. Do not openthedoorsof the temple*
because
you will not beableto bearmy powerand lustre.
I, therefore,commandyouto makean opening to oneof
the walls of thetempleand push them in throughit, so

that I maydevour
themwith a greatrelish. Do not kill
them." Believing that the goddesswas much pleased

with them,Ahiravftna
andMaMravana
removed
thetrance

JromKamaand Lakshuman
andbroughtthemto the
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temple'.
As.directed
bythegoddess,
theymade
anopening
to one of the wallsof the temple and pushe'dthem in

throughit. Eamaand Lakshumanwerefrightened
at
thesightof thegoddess^
whoopened
her mouthandsaid
to them," I shallnowdevour you,as 1 am very hungry; .
but beforeI do that, name the espouser
of your cause/5"

Whereupon
the princesreplied," If- Maruti werehere,
hewouldcometo our*rescue. We arS now helpless,and

throwourselves
onyourmercy
J' Marutiwastnoved
with
pityattlje princes,and immediately
discovered
himself
to them. "I

am now without weapons,"saidEama,

'* and how can I kill the demons without

them ?" " You

neednot be afraid," continuedMaruti, " I shall get your

weapons
here." So sayinghe brought the Weaponsand
dhanushabansfrom Suvela. As princes were hungry,
Maruti gave them to eat the butter and other things which
he had preservedfor them; and after they had appeased

their hungerhe satin the place of the goddess,hiding
thembehindhis back,andloudly exclaimed,
" I am now
readyto bless all my beloved demons one by one. Let
Ahiravana comein first." Ahiravana was extremely glad,
as the goddesswantedhim first; and without loss of time

hewentin and stoodbeforethe deity, who trampledhim
under his foot and instantly killed him. As the demon
did not comeout for sometime, the other demons outside

the templeapprehended
that therewas some mischiefin
the temple,and beganto makeenquiriesabout him, when

Marutibrokeopenthe doorsof the templeand killeda,
greatnumberof the demonswith his tail. Having been

informed
that his brotherwaskilled by Maruti, Bama,
and Lakshuman,
MaMravana
commenced
to fight with
them. He let off arrowsafter arrowsat his enemiesbut
theycut themoff andlet off an arrow andkilled the de-

monwith it; but,to their greatsurprise,,
theyfoundthat
everydropof thebloodof thedemon
produce^oneMaM-
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ravana,and whenRamakilled all the MaMrayanas
producedby all the dropsof the firit Mahiravanathe dropsof
somanyMahiravanas
producedinnumerable
Mahiravanas
and thus the more Bama killed the Mahiravanas,the
moretheywereproduced. At last Rama was confuse
d»
and did not know what to do.

Maruti

went and asked

the Magari to acquainthim with the causeof the phenomenon. The Magari referred him to Chandraseni, wife
of Ahiravana, and told him that she would tell him all

aboutit. WhereuponMaruti called upon Ohandrasenl
and imploredher to tell him thecauseof the phenomenon,
whenshesaid,ciI shall beverygladto tell yoxithe cause

of thephenomenon,
btttSinless
Ramamarriesme,I shall
not tell you the cause. I am charmedwith the prince,
and if you promisemethat you will ttoakehim marry me,
I shalltell yottthe cause."" Oh, yes. I cando it veiy
easily," replied Maruti. c*Then give me your promise,"
continued Chandraseni. Maruti gave his promise to her,
"whenshe said, ** Ahiravana performeda severe penance
'on account of which the god, Siva, was pleased,^and,
blessedhim, Saying that everydrop of the nectar in the

*kundasin fatal, if mixed, with every dropof the blood
of Mahiravana, it would produceoneMahiravanaand that

the drops of the bloodof the Mahiravanasproduced
by
suchdropswould multiply the Mahiravanas.So saying
he presented
the dernonwith a string of ) Bramahrasand
told him that the Bramahraswould supply his brother
with the nectar at the"time of a war. Now you see,these

Bramahras,
who areas big as mountains,goto Fataland

sprinklethenectaroverthebloodof theMahiravanas
and
consequently
thereis no endto them. 1, therefore,
tell
youto goto Patal*andkill all the Bramahras,
so that
thenectarmaynot be sprinkledoverthe bloodof the
MahiraVanasi
killedby Rama." As soonas Maruti knew
"~~
""

* Holes in 'the ground, f Big black files,
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thesecret,
heimmediately
wentto Fatal and killed the
Bramahras
excepttheir chiefwhoselife wasspared,because

liepromised
the monkeythathe wouldbeusefulto him
on someoccasion. Havingkilled theBramahras,Maruti
returned to Rama and told him to let off arrows at the

Mahiravanas.Theprince accordinglydid It and killed
all the Mahiravanas.

Immediately.afterthis successMaruti remembered

thepromise
givenby himto Chandraseni
andsaidto himself," I donot knowwhatI shoulddo now. If I tell
Eama.tomarry Chandraseni,
he will neverdo so, because
he has swornthat he will be faithful to Ms wife, Sita.

K I fail to fulfil the promisegiven by meto her, shewill
curseme to death." Maruti howevermade bold and told

Eamaall aboutthe promisegivenby him to Chandraseni.
**I will not at all violatemy oath." replied Kama, ".If
youlike, I oan cometo the placeof Chandraseni
and bless
her."

" Yes," continued Maruti, " you can do so."

Thence Maruti first came alone to Chandraseni and said

to her, " Rama will cometo-night. Keep your ^manchaka

readyfor him,but I tell you one thing that if the man-chakais broken by the weight of Rama, he will never
marry you and will go directly home. I therefore, tell
you to order a .strong manchakato be made." Chandra.senigot a strong and beautiful manchakaready for Eama

and sat there -expectingthe prince. Maruti sent the
chiefof the Branxahrawithout her knowledgeto hollow
the bedstead in such a manner that as soon as E&ma sat

on it, it would be broken to pieces. The Bramahra
skilfully hollowed
thewholeof themanchaka
with hissting
and wentaway. In theeveningMaruti, .accompanied
by
Eama,cameto Chandraseni?
whoreceivedhim and made
him sit on the manchaka.;but no soonerdid Eama sit on

it than it was broken to pieces. WhereuponRama
"

* A bed-stead.

'

'"
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possible.J>When the Brahman found that Maruti did
not comply with his wishes,he showedhim a river. Maruti
went there and stoopedto take water, when a vivasi* as big
as a mountain cameout to devour the monkey, who at once
Seized her by her legs and instantly killed her. Whea
she was killed, a beautiful devangana^ came out of her

belly and threwherselfat thefeet of Maruti. Shesaid," I
wasvery beautiful; and, being proudof my beauty,I laughed

at a sage, who got indignantand cursedme, saying that
I would bea vivasi. I implored him to look upon me
with mercyand make the curse a little milder, when he said
that I would be releasedfrom the curse by your hands. I
also inform you that the Brahman, who lives in tbat abode,
is a demon called Kalnemi. He has been here for many
days with his companions,whoare alsodemons.Havana has
sent this demonto detain you here, and whenyou refused to

complywith his wishes,he told youto go to that rivet in
order that I might devour you." No sooner did the
devangana inform Maruti of this than he came back to
the abodeof the Brahman, when the latter said to the
monkey, " You ought to give me somepresents, as
I have pointed out the river to you." " I shall be very
glad to give you presents,"replied Maruti. The demon
stared at the monkey, when the latter gave him blows as
precious presents from him. The demon immediately
assumedhis original form which wasfive yojans in length
and breadth, and combated with Maruti but the latter
instantly killed him; and his companions fled to Lanka
to inform Havana of it. Maruti then went to Dronagiri

andImploredhim to accompany
him to Suvela,whenthe
mountain said, u Thou art a troublesome creature.

Go

away, Thou, fool. I will never comewith thee." Maruti

got enragedand.havinglifted up the mountainwith his
tail, set out for Suvela. > But on the road Bharat, the
*A goddess,f ^ courtesanof heaven.
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third brother of Kama, who was living at Nandigram
with the Rishi,Yashista,having lookedat the bright and
glitteringmountainand, havingthoughtthat it wassome
thing to entrap Rama and Lakshuinan,let off an arrow
at it, whichpassedthroughthe mountainand piercedan
arm of Maruti.

The monkey, having been wounded,

immediately
camedownwith the mountain, repeating,all
the time, the name of Rama. Bharat heard the repetition
of the name of Rama and-asked him who he was, when

the monkey informed him of what had happenedto Lakshiiman and said, "" What should I do now} How can I

go(to Suvelabeforethe sunrise. If I do not reach Suvela with this mountain in the courseof the night, Lakshuman will be no more.'' u You need not be afraid/*
replied Bharat. " I shall send you and the mountain to
Suvela,in a minute, though it is at a distance of thousandsof yojans from this place. Just sit on the top of
my arrow, which will carry you and the mountain there
in a minute" Maruti was surprised at the valour and
power of Bharat, and continued, " You need not take so
much trouble. I can do it myself." So saying he took
his leave of the prince and jumped from ISTandigramwith
the mountain and cameto Suvela. The physician imme-

diatelycameand, taking out the juice of the plant of
nectar, applied it to Lakshuman and brought him to life.
In like manner he applied the juice to all the monkeys
killed by Ravanaand restoredthem to life. This having
beendone,Marutitook the mountainand'placed it where it
formerly stood. Ravanahoweverdespatchedonehundred.
demonsto snatch Dronagiri from the hands of Maruti
but the latter, holding the mountain in his o'nehand,
killed

them all with his other hand.

Rama, Lakshuman, and the monkeysagain prepared
themselvesto fight with Ravana but the demon-king did
not come out of Lanka for some time.

In the meantime
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Vibhisliancameandsaidto Rama,(<Havana
is performinga penance
like thatwhichwas doneby Indrajit arid
half of the divyaratha has come out of fire.

Unless

yousend some monkey-warriorsthere and destroy the
havan made by him, you will not be able to overcomehim.*1
No sooner did Vibhishan inform Rama of this than

the

latter despatched
Maruti, Fala, Nila, Sugriva,and other
monkeysto Lanka. Theyall wentand searched
the place
wherethe demon-kingwas performingthe penance
; but
theycouldnot find out the place. But, in the mean-time,
Sharma,wife of Vibhishan, showedthe place to them.
Whereupon they went to the mouth of the excavation

and, havingremovedthestonewhich wasplaceduponit,
rushed into it, when Havana was in deep meditation.
The monkeys, haviag destroyedthe havan and the ratha,
tried their utmost to arouse him

from Ms meditation

but

they foiled to do so. They struck him with their weapons,
they threw rock and trees upon him,, they gave blows to
him but all was in vain. At last Sngriva caught hold of
Mandodari and brought her in the excavation. She was
frightened, and violently cried. Her yell .aroused the
demon-king from meditation; and as soon as he saw his
wife there, and having found that the havan was destroyed by the monkeys, he was greatly enraged and beat
them all down. The monkeys immediately returned to

Stivelaleaving Ravanaand his wifein the excavation.
The demon-kingsaidto Mandodari" My dearest,dohot
grievefor whathas happened
to you. Pain and pleasure
are made.for us mortal beingsand we must experience
them accordingto their turns. Now I am going to

fight with Rama. I will eitherkill myselfor kill Rama,
If I returnto you,it is all right; andif I bekilled,these
are the last words I addressto you.*' So sayingthe

demon-king
tookthe remainingderaens
with him and
commenced
operations,
whenall the monkeys
threwat
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him innumerablemountains,rocks, and trees but Ravana

cut themoff in notime and beatthemall down. Finding
that Havana could not be overcome . by the monkeys,

Eama immediately attacked him, when the demon-king
let off a serpent-weapon, which produced innumerable

serpents
and stungthe monkeys, Ramalet off a Garudaweapon,
whichproducedgarudasand killed all the serpents. Ramalet off a rain-weapon,which producedthe
rain and flowedthe demons,when Ravana let off a wind-

weapon,whichproduced
the wind and dispersedthe rain*
Rama let off a mountain-weapon, which produced mountains and stoppedthe wind. Ravana let off a diamondweapon, which produced diamonds and broke all the
mountains.

Ravana let off innumerable

at one and the same time but the latter

arrows

at

Rama

cut them off

with

one arrow. Ravana then let off a very , powerful arrow,
which struck Rama and passed through his left foot,

whenall the monkeys
got enragedand beganto throw
arrows, rocks, and trees at Bavana but the latter bravely
broke them with his weapons.. Ravana fought from his
chariot and Rama from the ground. Finding that the
prince was in a bad position, Indra, the chief of the gods
in heaven,sent his chariot for him, which he mounted
and beganto fight with his enemy. They both were very
powerful and fought with each other for seven days and
sevennights without cessation. Rama then let off four

arrowsandkilled thehorsesof Ravana. Thedemon-king
then immediately put other horses to his chariot, when

Ramalet off an arrowof thesizeof the half moon,which
Ravanacut off with the like arrow. WhereuponRama
let off a sharp weapon, which struck the chest of the

demon-kingand cut off his ten headsbut, to the surprise
of all, the headsagain fixed themselves to him. Rama
again cut them off " but they again fixed themselves to

Ravana. Ramahavingfailedto separate
the heads
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Havana,all the monkeyswere alarmed,whenthe charioteer,Matuli, saidto Rama," Ravana has got a phial
full of nectar in his breast.

Just let off an arrow at his

breast and break the phial, so that the heads will not

fix themselves
to thedemon-king
overandoveragain.'*
Hearingthis from Matuli Rama discharged
a powerful
weaponcalled Agasti Dataand broke the phial in his
breast; and immediately after, he cut off his ten heads
and killed him on the spot. Vibhishan lamented for his

brotherthe demon-king,whenRamaconsoled
and pacified
him.

Mandodari and his other wives came and violently

cried for their

husband.

Yibhishan

consoled them and

sent them to their palaces. The funeral ceremonyof

Ravana was then performedby his brother;and soon
after, Rama installed him in the throne of Lanka.

All

the demonsacknowledged him as their king and paid
homageto him. All the gods and kings imprisoned by

Ravana,werereleased
fromtheprisonthere. Ramavisited
them all and heartily embracedthem. Rama then asked
Maruti and Yibhishan to bring Sita from the Asoka
forest. Whereupon they immediatelywent to the forest

and informedher of whathad happenedto Ravanaand
said to her, " We are desired by Rama to bring you to
Suvela. Please,therefore, prepareyourself to accompany
us." Sita having prepared herself to accompany them,
Vibhishan seated her in a *sibika and brought her to
Suvela. She went to embraceRama affectionately, when
the latter said to her, " Do not come near me. I have

eet you at liberty in orderthat the peoplemay not call
me cruel. You have beenfor so many years in Lanka,
find I do not know what you hava doneduring that time.
I can not now admit you into my house;you can go

whereveryoulike. I haveno objection
to it whatsoever/
Hearingthesewordsfrom Rama Sitawas over-whelmed
^

""

* A plancjuin,
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with grief, and replied," I am unfortunate. For nothing
you havetaken trouble for me. For nothing you have

given troubleto all the monkeys.If youdonot like to
admit me into your house, take your swordand cut off

my head. I haveleda piousand moral life, andI shall
presently
satisfyyouaboutit.*' Havingaddressed
these
wordsto Kama,,she
requested
all themonkeysto arrange
a pile of woodand set fire to it. All the monkeysaccordingly arrangeda pile and set fire to it. Sita went

nearit andloudlyexclaimed
in the presence
of all the
monkeysand demons," All know that I was carriedoff

anddetained
by Ravana.I say that I leda piousand
morallife duringthetimeI wasin thekingdomof the
demon.Thereis thefirereadyto receive
me. I shallnow
throwmyselfintoit; andif whatI sayis false,I shall be
burntin it. And if whatI sayis true,I shalleome
out
of thefireunhurt.'* So sayingSita threwherselfinto
thefireanddisappeared
for aboutthree hours. Rama,

Lakshuman,
andall the monkeys
grievedfor herand
stoodnearthe pile bewildered.But, in the meantime,
the god of fire broughther out of it, well decoratedwith

ornaments,
andgaveherin charge
of Rama,whoheartily
embraced her.

Shortly
after,Kamasetoutfor Ayodya
in abeautiful viman.* Sugriva,Yibhishan,all the monkeys,
and
demonswereseatedin it.

On the road Ramavisitedthe

Rishis
andhisotherfriends,
whohadsupported
himin the
forest,anddirectlycame
to ISTandigram,
wherehe alighted
from the vimanand saw his brother, Bharat, who

heartily
embraced
himwithtearsofjoy. Kamathensent

thevimanbackandstayedin theforestof "Nandigram,

with Sugriva;
Yibhishan,,
all themonkeys
anddemons.
In the meantime,
Shatrughna
and Sumantcameto the
* A chariotof thegodsservingas a throneoras& cPA-»
veyancethrough the skieSjself-directedai\d
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forest with all their armyand sawRama, Lakshuman,
and Sita. Kausa-lya,
Sumitra,and Kayakayi also came
there and affectionately
embraced
their sons. Kayakayi
remembered
her pastconducttowardsRamaand repented
of what shehad done to ruin him. Theyall then seated
themselvesin chariotsand cameto Ayodya with the
acclamationof joy.

On the return of Rama from Suvelaall the kings
on earth including his father-in-law,Janaka,sawhiro.
AH the people6t Ayodya were exceedinglygladto see
Rama,Lakshuman,and Sita. Rama entertained
all thekings, Rishis,demons,
and monkeysfor somedays. Sita,
affectionately embracedher sister and her all relations.

Soonafter,Ramawas installed by the Rishi, Vashista^
in the throne of Ayodya,whenall the kings paidtribute
to him. Inimediately afterthe ceremony
of installation
wasover,Ramagavepresents
to Sugriva, Vibhishanand
all other kings. But Maruti did not acceptany of the
presents,as the other monkeysdid. The monkeysasked
Maruti why he refusedthe presentsfrom Rama. 4*Why

do I want the presentsfrom Rama?* repliedMaruti.
" Rama is alwaysin nay heart/ t Whereupon the monkeyscontinued,u If whatyou sayis true, showus Rama
in your heart.'' As soonas the monkeysutteredthese
words,Maruti rippedhis heartand showedRamato themfrom within. Themonkeyswere greatlysurprised,and
threw

themselves at the feet of Maruti.

When

Rama

was on the throne, Kayakayi peepedat him througha
window and said, " My son is u-nfortunate.Look at

Rama,how heis happy. I tried my utmostto-getthe
throne for him but he didi not listen to me.. And at last

he has becomea slaveof his-brother, Rama." Vashista
overheardwhat she had saidand replied," I told you

manythings but you,wouldnevermindme. It wasow-

ingto yourownfollyandjealousy
thatR&ina
wa$sentto
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the forest,and it wasyouwhokilled your husband,Dasharatha. I now still adviseyou to be a good womanand

trust,you will loveRamaandLakshumanasyoursons,
Bharat and Shatrughna." Soon after, Rama,Sugriva,

Vibhishan,
andall otherkkgs returned
to theirrespective
armies. OnlyMarutialwaysremained
with Kama. llama reignedin Ayodyafor eleventhousandyears and all
his subjectswerehappy underhis reign and led a very
pious life.
Sita was in the farmily way for the first time, and

whenshepassed
six months,Ramatook herto his pleasant
garden,wherethey spentsometimein pleasure. Whiletheywere there, Ramasaid to Sita, u My sweetheart,
youhavenowpassedsix monthsof yourpregnancy. Just
let me know what you like to enjoy. I am ready to

gratify any of your desires." " My love,what I want to
enjoy is this," replied Sita, " that you and I should go to
a forest whereRishis live, and eat Jcandamuls"^
there, and

sleepon thebed of Trana%on theground.*' When Sita
expressedher desire,he said to himself, **Lo, she suffered
so much in the forest and yet she likes to go to a forest."
So saying to himself he returned home with her. A few
daysbefore Rama went to the garden he had orderedhis
officersto go round the city at night and hear whether his

subjectsspokeill of him.The officers,
whohad goneround
the city, cameto Ramaand said to him, u We went to
every door successivelyfor some days and found that

all your subjectsspokewell of you exceptonewasherman
called,Rajaka,whoscandalized
you. Oneday this Rajaka
beathiswife,and consequently
sherantoherparents'house
withouthis knowledge.
Her fatherintervenedand cameto

thehouse
of hisson-in-law
withhisdaughter
andrequested
himto admitherintohishouse,
whenRajakasaid,* I will
never admit her into my house>lam not that Rama,
f Esculentroots.

J Grass,
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whoshamelessly
admitted
Sita intohishouse,
thoughshe

livedunder
theroofofKavana
formanyyears.I am a
purewasherman.
I am themanwhocleanandremove
thedirtandspots
onthedresses
andclothes
of thepeople^
anddo youmeanto saythatI will admityour unclean

daughter
againintomyhouse
1 Youcantakeherback.
I donotwishtosee
herface.'
Thisistheonlymanwhohas
scandalized
you." Assoon
as Rama
heardthese
words
fromtheofficers,
hebecame
exceedingly
sorryand,having
calledLakshuman,
saidto him, " You see,my brother,

thatRajaka
hasscandalized
me,though
Sitaisfaithful
andaspiousasanything. Thatwickedwasherman
has
scandalized
me, because
I haveadmittedher into my
house.I cannotbearthisat all, I, therefore,
hadeyou

takeSitato theyonder
forest
and,leaving
herthere
alone,
return to meassoonaspossible."" You neednottake

toyourheartwhatKajaka
hassaid
aboutyou,'1
replied.
Lakshuman." Therearemanywickedpersons
whoare
in the habitof scandalizing
others. Asa wiseandpru-

dentmanyoushouldnot mindit. Letthepeople
say
whatever
theylike. Whydoyoumindthatstupid
man?
I shallcutoffhistongue."
«Whatyousayisright,"con-"
tinnedRama,
«butif youcutogthetongue
ofthatman,

thepeople
willsaythatweareguilty.It is,therefore,
farbetter,
if wegetridofSita,sothatnobody
mayspeak
ill ofus." Lakshuman
hesitated
tocomply
withhiswish-

es,when
Kama
exclaimed,
tfc
If youdonotobey
me,
I

shallkill myself
onthisspot."Finding
thatRama
was

serious,
Lakshuman
immediately
gotupandentered
the
room
ofSita,whokindlyreceived
himandmade
himsit
withher. Lakshuman
saidto her,«Rama
hastoldme

totakeyoutotheyonder
forest
assoon
aspossible.
So,
kindly
prepare
yourself
and
accompany
methere."
'«Has

Kamatoldyouto takemetothe forest
?»'replied
she.
« AWI amveryfortunate.
Some
daysagoheasked
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me whatI wantedto enjoy,and I told him that I liked
to passfour or five daysin a forest,eat kandamulsthere
andsleep on-the bedof trana. I think, for the same
purpose
'heis going to send me with you. Let us start.
I am quite -ready/ Listening to what Sita had said
Lakshuman

felt much, and shed tears for Her.

Soon

nfter, Lakshuman seatedher IB a chariot near the riyer,

Janavi, and beganto drive it, when she observed
bad
omens and asked him what those omens indicated.

Lak-

shuman, overwhelmed with grief, could not utter a sylla-

ble andquietlydrovethe chariot. When she foundhim
<]uietandin grief, shesaid to him, " Why are you so
sorry? Why don't you speakwith me?" Lakshuman
still keptquiet and, -crossingthe river in a boat, landed
her in the forest., wherethere was no human being and
"it wasinhabited by lions, serpents, tigers, and other animals. She asked Lakshuman, tcWhere .are the abodes
of Rishis ?"*' jLakslmman did not -reply; but, making a
bed o-fgrass, he seated her on it. He then fell at her
feet and said with tears in his eyes," Mother, Kama has
left you alonein this forest. I have brought you here,
as I could not disobeyhim." 'No soonerdid Lakshuman.
speak these words than she fainted. While she was

insensible, Lakshumaaprayed to the goddessof the
forest and everycreaturein it to protect her and started
for Ayodya. When he went some pacesoff, Sita came

to herselfand, standing on her legs,loudly exclaimed,
*' 0 ! Lakshuman,kindly returnand takemeback. Whydo youleaveme here without any faults on my part ?
Kill meand tell Rama of it. Where shall I go in this
dreary forest." So saying she violentlycried so much
so that even trees and stones shed tears for her.

Lakshu-

man returned to Ayodya and told Rama all about Sita.
Sita wanderedin the forest barefooted. She had no shel-

ter there. Sheoften fainted. Shesaidto herself,"It
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is now useless to live in this world.

I should have killed

myself but I can not do so. III kill myself, I shall
be guilty of suicide and murder, becausethe infant child

in my wombwill alsobe killed with mev" So sayingto
herself she abandoned the idea of killing herself. In

the meantime,the Rishi, Yalrnika, having heard the
yells of Sita, came up to her and said, M Who are you T
What has brought you here ?"' **I am a daughterof Janak '
and wife of Rama," replied Sita. Lakshuman left me
alone in this dreary forest without any faults on my part..
I am quite a stranger here; So I implore-you to be.my
father.*' " My name is Yalmika," repliedYalmika." Rama
knows me well. Your father, Janak, is1 my friend ; and
therefore, I look injponyou as my daughter. Two sons will
be born to you. They will be- more- powerful than their
father, and will revenge-themselvesupon those- who have
left you alone in- this forest without any faults on your

part/'

Yalmika then led Sita to his abode,when all the

Rishis gathered around Mm and asked him,. " Who i$
this woman?" " This is Sita," replied Yalmika. " Why

haveyou broughther here?'Surely youwiil get into difficulties

on account of her," continued the Rishis.

On©

of the Rishis said, "If she is Sita, tell her to bring that
river here.'' Sita prayedto the river, and it ffowed where
she was standing. The Rishis were alarmed,and prayed

to' her for protection. Sheagainprayedto the river and
sent her back. Yalmika brought Sita to his abode and

took every care of her. Mter the expiration of nine
months, she was delivered of twin sons afc midday as

bright as the sun,whenthewivesof the Rishis cameand
helpedher in her confinement.The first bornsonwasthe

younger
andthesecond
bornwastheeldest.Thedisciples
of Yalmika went and informed

the Rishi of the birth of

the two sons. WhereuponYalmika immediatelycame
to his abodeand performedthe necessary
ceremony. He,
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sprinkledwateroverthe younger son with a Jcnsha*
and
named him Kusha after it.

The eldest son having been

placedon lavas,}the Eishi, in like manner, sprinkled
the water over him and called him

Lahu.

When

the

two sonsbecame
eight yearsold, theBishi performedtheir
Vratdband%
and entertained
the Eishisfor four days. A
kamdhenuor a cow suppliedthem with whateverthey
wanted. The Eishi taught them the Vedas, mantras,

Eamayan,the Puransand dhanurvidya.^Theythoroughly
masteredall sciences and arts and always played with
the sonsof the Eishis. When they becameten years old,
they went on hunting excursions and brought home tha
animals killed by them. One day Kusha killed a sage
an the top of a mountain, who was a brother of Valmika.
He was meditating there in the form of a deer. They
dragged the corpse of the sage towards the abodeof
Valmika, when the latter asked them on the road what
they were doing. "We have brought a deer for you"
replied tfhey,u and shall makea s^at of its skins for you.'1
Valamika, having looked at the corpse,found that it was
his brother and said to himself " ISTow
both the boys have
becomevery brave. They have even killed a Brahman."
So saying to himself Valmika performed the funeral
ceremonyof his brother and informed Sita of the valour
of her sons, when sshesaid, " What do I know ? It is

youwhohavetaught them dhanurvidya,mantras,arts,
andall sciences.I imploreyou,Papa,to freethem from
the sin/'' '" Unless they bring one thousandBrahma
Kamals"^ repliedValmika," and worshipthe god, Siva,
with all their heartand soul,they will not be freedfrom
the sin/' *' Papa, will you kindly tell us where those
kamals can be had?" enquiredthe boys. " We will
* Grass, f A rush-likegrass. J Theceremonyof investing a boy with a thread § Theart of usinga bow andan arrow
^ Lotuses.
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immediately bring them here." " There is a lake called

Btahmasarovar
near Ayodya,"continuedYalmika," but
a numberof warriors are postedby Ramato watch it.
Thosekamalsareusedby Ramafor theworshipof Siva.'*
" Pooh!"saidtheboys," We shallimmediately
bring those'
kamals.

Let there be hundreds of brave warriors to watch

the lake, weshallpunishthem andeven captureRama.5'
So saying they hastenedto the lake. Kusha went and

pluckedall the kamals,whenthe warriorscameuponhim;
but Lahu killed manyof them. Thosewhohad escaped,
went and informed Rama of what the boys had done.
Rama was greatly surprised, and praisedthe valour of the

boys. Lahu and Kushabroughtthe kamalsand worshipped Siva as directed by Yalmika> and thus they were freed
from the sin they had committed in killing the Brahman.
One day, while both the boys were shampooingthe feet of
their mother, Kusha askedher, " In what country we were
born-? What is the name of the country and what is our
race and who is our father ?" "Rama, Lakshuman, Bharat

and Shatrughna"repliedSita," are sonsof Dasbaratha,
who was the king of Ayodya and belongedto the solar
race. Rama, the eldestson of the king, is your father.
I am left in this forest alone, because
a washermanscandalized your father on my account." So saying she shed
tears, when both the boys got much enraged at Ramaand
consoled their mother. Owing to the injustice doneby
Rama to Sita there wasa terrible famine in Ayodya for

twelveyears. The peopleand animalssufferedmuch.The
rain

fell in torrents.

Rama was alarmed and asked the

Rishi, Yashista,whatthe causeof the famine,was,when
the latter replied, u You haveunjustly left Sita in ths
forest, although sheis a paragon of virtue ; and this i*
the cause of the famine. In order to put it down yoit
must celebrate an ,Ashwamedha
*." Whereupon Earn*,
* With,a Tiewto bean emperoror to free himself from'sin
8 '
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erecteda mandap * on the bank of the river, Sharayn,

oneyojanin length,and inritedall kingsto that ceremonyincludingYibhishan,
Sugriva,Naia,Kila, Maruti,
Sharab,G-oraksha,
andall othermonkeys. Rama,having

performed
toe necessary
ceremony,
broughtthe best
horse called shamakarnaf

from his stable and made

it stand in the mandap. Vashista tied up to its fore-

heada goldenPatrilcaJ andwroteonit the following
words;-'* Rama,theking of Ayodya,son of Dasharatha,
lias let the shamakarna loose. It is guarded by six
billions of warriorsunder the commandof Shatrughna, and

any king, who is powerfuland mighty, is required to
capturethe horseand fight with its owner, but if heis
unable to do so, he must submit to Rama and pay tribute
to him." Rama worshippedthe shamakarnaand appointed

Shatnighnaas eomrnandei-in-chief
of the. six billionsof
the warriors who followed the horse. Rama performed

thenecessaryyadnya§ for many days in the mandap
strongly guarded by Sugriva, Yibhishan, and Maruti.

Lakghuman?
Bharat, and Snmant suppliedhim with all
the necessarythings for the purpose.
Shatrughna conqueredfifty six kings of very large
countries,who submitted to him and, having paid tribute
to Rama, followedthe prince. The sharnakarnaof Rama
beganto gallop on the road on which the abodeof Valmika
a monarch would let a horse loose with a patrika or letter on
its fore-head stating

that

any monarch whose dominion

the

animal entered,should either catch it and fight with its master
or submit to him and give him tribute. Wherever this animal
entered,it was accompaniedby the monarch with large armies.
Monarchsread the patrika and fought with the invading mon-

arch,if theywere powerfulto do So; andif not, thviy gavehim
tribute. After all the monarchs were jsubdued, the .horse was
cither killed or let go alive, and henceit is called ashwarnedha
or

horse-sacrifice

'*. A horse, f An openshadeor hall, J A letter. § A sacrifice.
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stood. The Eishi, Valmika,had goneto Fatalto be
presentat the yadnya performed
by Varan. Beforelie
left for Fatal, he hadtold the boysto watchhis abodein

liis absence.Boththe smallboyswereplayingtogether
Vith other playmates near the abode at the time the
sliamakaraa galloped, whenLahu showedthe animal to his

playmatesand,havingpulledof!the patrikafromthehead
of the horse,readthecontentsof it. He laughedat what
he had read,and said," Is Rama onlya mighty king OR
"earth ? PoolU I shall capturethis horse,and let me seewho

will fight with meand recoverthe horse." So sayinghe
tied up the animal to a plantain-tree. All the children of
the Rishis werealarmed and said, * No doubt this horse
belongs to a king. How dareyou capturethe animal ? If
the king come hereand ask us wko has detainedthe horse,
we will1surely give your name," In the meantime, some
of the warriors came there and, looking at the children
of the Rishis, said, " Who' are yota? Who has tied up
the horse to the plantain-tree/' ** We do mot know anything about it," replied the children. " There,stands the
l)oy who has tied up the kowe to tike tree.and lie, will -tell
you why he has «loneso." In the meantime,'Shatraghha
-andall other warriors reached there. Looking at the
tenderness of Laku they coaxed him ami went to untie
the horse, when the former loudly exclaimed, ** I did

-capturethe horse, I standhereto fight with you. Who
is your Raraa ? Go and tell him that I am realy to fighfc
with him. You say that I am a chili but I will kill yow

all and put downyour pride." Thewarriorssaidto themselves," ft is unbecoming
an our part to fight with these
tenderboys. Alt the kingswill laughat us, if wefight
with them.

It is far better to untie the horse and walk

quietly." Bo sayingall the warriors wentto untie the
animal,whenLahu let &&.arrowsand cut off the hands
af those who went .to-untie the horse. All the six billions-

£&.
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of warriors at once rushed upon the boy, who let offarrowsand defeatedthem with heavy loss, when Shatru-

ghnadrovehis chariotbut therewasno room to moveit*
as therewereheapsof the corpsesof the warriors killed.
by Lahu, He howeverpushedasidethe corpsesand went
wherethe hoywasstanding. Finding him just like Rama, he asked him, " Whose child you are ? You have-

killed all my warriors. I shallnow severelypunishyou.1*
" Yery well, I shall seehow you wiU saveyaur life now,"

replied Lahu. Shatrughnagat enragedand let off au
arrow at the boy, who cut it off iii no time* He then let

off manyarrowswhich Lahu cut off and struck the for-.
mer with his arrows. At last hethrew at Lahu the deadly

arrow given by Rama to. hi,m for use in difficulty>
when Lahu said, " I do not know how to cut off this,
arrow. Kusha has a knowledge of it. If he had not
gone to the forest for kand#muls>he would have cut ifc
off.J; Lahu howeverlet off a fiery arrow and cut ofl;a part
of the deadly arrow but the remaining half of it struck;
the boy ; and consequently he fell insensible on the
ground. Shatrughnatwas moved, and having gone near
the boy, looked at him attentively. He resembled RarAa.,

Shatrughnaapplied waterto his eyesand,broughtto hia
senses
; andin orderto showhim to Ramahe put him inta
his*ehariot and proceeded
further with the shamakarna.The*

childrenranand informedSifca
of the fate of her son,Lahu,
whenshefaintedand,comingto herself,violently-cried.Sha
exclaimed
with grief, " I amhelplessandvery\ipfortunate.
Which heartlessman hasseizedmy child? 0 1my aon*

thouart tender.Thoumusthavebeenwouuded.
Thyeyes,
must havebeenbrokenby the arrowsof the enemy. My
childrenare tooyoung.Theyliveuponkaadamulsand how,
will theybestrongenoughto fight with warriors? Those
whoraisea weaponagainsta child, are not Ks

JIow is it that nobodyfelt pity at the child?
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has carried of! the little wealth T had ? Who has

carriedoff the stick of a blind and lame woman1If my
father, Valmika, were here,he would go to his rescues
but unfortunatelyhe hasgoneto patal. Kusha hasalso
goneto the forest,what shall I do now? Who will get
my son back." In the meantime, Kusha returned from
the forest and asked his mother wherehis brother was,
when she,with tears in her eyes, informed him of what
had happened to Lahu. As soon as he was informed
of the fate of his brother, he took up his bow and arrow
and ran after Shatrughna and the other warriors. Kusha
called out and said, " Who are you, thieves. Where are

you going to take the stolen thing ?" Sosayinghelet
off arrows at the army of Shatrughna, when the latter
turned round and loudly said, " Child, I shall immediately
seize and carry you off with us/ So saying Shatrughna
let off ten arrows at Kusha, which the latter cut off and
broke

the chariot

and killed

the four horses of the

former

' with nine arrows ; and with three arrowshis helmet and
chap * were broken. Shatrughna fell on the.ground and
combated with Kusha,

when the latter let off two arrows

and cut off his two hands ; and at the sametime his head
was cut off with another arrow. On the fall of Shatrughna his brother, Nagendranath, let off twenty arrowsat
the boy but the latter broke off the arrowswith one arrow
&nd cut off the headof Nagendranathwith an arrow of the
size of the half moon. Having done this, he continued
the letting off arrows at the warriors, who could not
overcomeKusha. The boy killed many billions of warriors and all the kings who had submitted to Rama.
Kusha then went and searchedhis brother,whom he found

in the chariotof Shatrughna. He wasinsensible.Kusha
broughthim to sensesand embraced
him affectionately*
Lahu said,"Let us nowgo homewith the shamakarna."
* Bow.

SO
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" I am sure,manyother warriors will comehere to fight
with us,"replied Knsha. " It is riot safeto return home.
Let us kill all who will come here to take the horse,and
then return

home."

A few wounded warriors went and

informed Kama that Shatmghna and six billions of the
warriors were killed by two small boys of a Rishu Rama
was alarmedat the news and immediately despatched
Lakshimian with a large army to the seat of the war.

He, looking at the beautiful boys of the age of twelve
years,wasgreatlysurprisedat their bravery.The warriors
said, " Capture,capture the boys. Where will they gonow ?" The boys proved-to the sun, who was pleased

with themandpresentedthem with a successfulweapon,
winch Laliu took up and attacked the warriors of Lakshumanand killed a large number of them, when Lak-

shuniansaidto Kalajit, 4£
As long as the two boysstand
together,nobodycanovercomethem. Let us^ therefore,
separate
thembothand seisethem." So saying Lakshuman separatedthe boys with the assistanceof all his
warriorsbut Lahu let off one arrow, which produced kotis
of arrowsand killed the warriors. Finding Lakshuman
in a bad position a demoncalled Radlii,. a great friend of
Kama, jumping into the air> eamedown where Laliu was
standing, and snatchedthe weapon from his hands and

ilewlike a bird*whenLahu alsoflewwith him and,seizing1
the demon by his liair and turning him like a wheel,
flung him down and instantly killed him. Lakslmmaa
got enragedand let off at the two boys Jive arrows as
powerful as lightning,, which Lahu cut off in a minute*

Lahusaidto Lakshuman,
" You formerlykilled ladrajit.
Let me seeyour valour BOW. You fasted far fourteen

years. $Fadoubtyoumnsthavenowrest and I shall just
giveit to you." " What is the'nameof yourfather?>'asked

Lakshuman.4tWhydo youwantto know it ?!>replied

iDahu.«Gome
on,letusnowfight/'Sosaying
heletoft
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onearrowand threw Lakshumanwith his chariot into
the sky,whichturnedin the air and came downon the
ground. Lakshumanmountedanotherchariotand continuedletting off arrowsat Lahu, which the latter cut off
one afteranotherin thetwinkle of an eye. Lakshuman

thenlet off an arrow,whichproduced
kotis of * gadas,
whenLahu madeuseof the mantra given"by Valmikas,
which producedkoits of | chaJcras
and cut off the gadas.
Lakshumanthen let off a mountain-weapon,
which produced mountains hut Lahu broke them with the diamonds

producedby a diamond-weapon.
Thus Lakshumantried
his utmost to kill Lahu with his arrows but he could not

overcomethe boy,whenthe latter said to him, " Why have

yon stoppednow ? If your arrowsare finished,go back
and call your Rama.11 Lakshuman did not reply to what
Lahu had said, and indignantly let off arrows at Lahu,
when the latter let off a-melody-weapon,which produced
melodious sounds and charmed Lakshuman, who wasan
incarnation of the serpent, Shesha. Lakshuman, having
, been charmed with the melodious sounds, ceasedto fight
and beganto nod his headwith mirth.

Kalajit surroundedKusha with his troops but the
latter killed themall and joined his brother.' Ramawas
aboutto send Bharatwith moretroops to re-enforcethe
army of Lakshumanwith-instructions
to Lakshumanthat

theyshouldput upontheboysa fascination-weapon
and,
seizingthetwo boys,bring themto him alive,sothat
,

their mother might not cry for them. But in the mean-

time,a few wounded
warriorswentand informed
Rama
that Lakshumanhad fallenin the field of war with Kalajit

andallthewarriors
commanded
byhim.Rama,
hearing
this,

grieved
muchforLakshuman
andimmediately
despatchedMaruti and Blmrat withmorewarriors.When Bharat

sawtheboysjust likeRama,
hesaidto Maruti," There
isnodoubtthatthe.boys
aresonsofBama,"
uI should
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think so/' replied Marufci. Lahu and Kasha sawthem
whisperto eachother and said, " Isfodoubt theywill engageus in conversation
and takethe shamakarna
from us.'*
Kasha told Lahu to watch the horse and he himself came

up to Bharatand askedhim, " You. are, I suppose,elder
than Lakshuman. Are you not ? You seem to be' a
brave soldier." " Just tell me what is your name, who yonr

parentsare, and tell mewith whomyou fought before?5>
u My name is Kusha," replied the child. " Depart from

this place," continuedBharat," and tell your motherthat
I havespared your life." " I think, Rama has sentyou
here to capture us," said Kusha. " I now tell you, either
fight with me or depart from this place as soon as you can.

I do not pursueyou. Just go and get your Kama here.'*
Bharat got enragedand let off various arrowsand weapons
at Kusha, which the latter cut off very easily. At last he
let off a diamond-weaponat Maruti, "and made him insensible. This newshaving beencommunicated to Rama,
the latter mounted his chariot and personally came to the
field of the war with the army of the monkeys. The monkeys threw at the boys mountains, rocks and treeswhich
they broke with their weapons and killed many monkeywarriors, and somemonkeys fled for fear of life. At this
time Maruti jumped into the air to lift up the boyswith
his tail but Kushaj perceivinghis intention, let off a power-

ful arrowat him, which struckthe monkeyand brought
him down. Kushaloudlysaid " Oh ! ugly monkey. You
destroyed the Asoka forest but here you cannot da
any thing. The throwing of stones and mountains at

demonswasnot a war. Thereis no Dronagirihere. You
jumpedover the seaand burnt Lanka. Thereis nothing
like that here." In the meantime,Sugriva threwtrees
at the boys but Lahu cut them off, and made Sugriva,
..Nila, Jambuvant,Angadand Maruti and othermonkeys
.insensible.Lookingat this defeatBamalet off arrowsat

Eamavijaya.

93

the two boys whichthelatter cut off andlet off innumer-

ablearrows,
which scattered
throughout
the skywithout
hurting Rama. Lookingat the braveryof the boys
Rarnaasked,'" Childrenof the Rishis,listento me,I
shallgiveyouwhat youwant.I shall giveyoua cow,
whichwill give youmilk. I ampleased
with you and
will give you whatever
you want."« We wantnothing
from you," repliedthe hoys," hut on the contrarywewill
giveyouwhatever
youwant.Youcanenjoyyourownwealth,
We have heard enough of you. You are suoba heartless

and cruelmanthat no onelike you canbefoundon this
earth. Sita,an innocentwomanof virtue,youleft alonein
the forest.Thisis most wickedon your part" Listeningto
what they had said,Rama wasmovedwith affectionfor them
and thought of stroking their headswith tenderness. But

the boystold him to continuefightingwith them. "' Just

tell,me,"saidRama," Whoyouare,whoyourparents
are^
which guru gave,you education, who taught you dhanur-s
vidya, science, arts and mantras 1fl The hoys heartily
laughed and said, " This man does not feel for his brothers. He wants us to tell ^ini stories. Sir, first fight
with ui and then ask us stories.

You have killed Ravana.

and done many brave acts. Now let us seea little of it,
"We shall never allow you to depart from this place with^
out fightin.g with us. If'you cannot fight with us, return
Jiomequietly or be a * sanyasi, becauseyou have neither
\yife, nor-children." Rama asked, *cTell me who yo.u a.re,

a.ndthen1 shall fight with you." In the meantime,
a voice
in the sky said, '"' Rama, do not fight.

The hoys are your-

sons.1' 4>s8<>orL
a9 Bainaheardwhatthe yoice had said,
lie fell down insensible.Kusha cameup to him and, taking-

off his mugut, put it on his own head. I^ahu stripped
Lakshuman of his ornaments and wore,them himself9

Havingdonethis,theymounted
the-chariot
of Ramaand,
* An Ascetic. "
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tyingupMarufci,
Sugriva,
Angad,Jambuvant
andother
monkeys
to thechariotfortheamusement
of theirmother,"
droveto their abode. They told Sita that they had made
Kamaand his brothersinsensible
in the field of war and
killed all their warriors. " Here are the monkeys," said

they,"wehavebrought
foryouramusement."
Sitaknew
them and did not come out, because they might feel
ashamedof their state. She said to her sons, " Let the

monkeysgo away. We shall never keepthem here."
The boys then went and untied them. The monkeys
cameand informedBam a of what they bad seen. In the

meantime,Yalmika returned from Fatal ; and, having
beeninformed of what had happened,he went and brought
all the warriorsto life by sprinkling water over them from
his * Kamandalu. The Rishi then gave the two boys and

Sita in chargeof Rama, who heartily embracedthem.
Shortlyafter,Ramatook leaveof Yalmika and returned
to Ayodyawith his sonsand completed
the ashwarnedha.
* The water pot used by an asceticand religious student.
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