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PREFACE TO THE SEVENTH EDITION

In this edition the book has been thoroughly revised. Some of
the mistakes of the previous editions have been corrected and
,%qveral typographical errors eliminated. The popularity of the
book has been attested by the fact that it has recently been
itranslated into Tamil by the Bureau of Tamil Publications, Madras
and the author has been invited to contribute an article on the
Bubject to the 1970 edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. It is
hoped that it will serve the cause of Medieval Indian History in a
much wider field than before.

Agra : September 15, 1970. A. L. SRIVASTAVA
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1
The Condition of India in 1526

Political condition

THE KINGDOM OF DELHI. The political condition of our
country in the first quarter of the 16th century resembled that of the
early years of the 11th century A.D. when the sub-continent of
India was parcelled out among numerous mutually warring states.
There was, however, one notable difference, namely, that while in
the 11th century the country was ruled over by indigenous monarchs,
in the 16th most of our rulers were foreigners. The Sultanate of
Delhi, whose disintegration had begun since the days of Muhammad
bin Tughluq, could never afterwards cxercise sway over the entire
country. The authority of Ibrahim Lodi, who ascended the throne
of Delhi in 1517, did not extend beyond Delhi, Agra, the Doab,
Jaunpur, a part of Bihar, Bayana and Chanderi. He was a foolish
headstrong prince who did not understand the character of his own
Afghan chiefs. A believer in the theory of the Divine Right of Kings,
he endecavoured to prescribe a rigid ceremonial and discipline at
his court. The proud Afghan nobles, who used to share the carpet
with Ibrahim's father and grandfather, were made to stand in his
durb ir in an humble posture and with their arms folded across their
breasts. The Sultan publicly declared that kingship knew no
kinship and that all his nobles were his vassals and servants. When
the Afghan peers made an attempt to assert their hereditary privilege,
he meted out rigorous punishment. Consequently, many of the top-
ranking Lodi, Lohani, Farmuli and Niyazi Afghans revolted against
him and he had to resort to force to suppress their rebellion. This
led to widespread confusion and alarm. Alam Khan Lodi, an uncle
of the sultan, claimed the throne of Delhi for himself, and he was
supported by many a disaffected noble. The Governor of the Punjab,
Daulat Khan Lodi, resisted the authority of the sultan and be-
haved like a de facto ruler. The nobles of Bihar rallied round Dariya
Khan Lohani, on whose death (c. 1521) his son, Bahar Khan
(Bahadur Khan), declared his independence. In Jaunpur, too, the
Afghans rebelled under Nasir Khan Lohani and Maruf Farmuli. The
Lodi kingdom was thus greatly distracted and the sultan lost much
of his prestige.
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BENGAL. Since the time of Firoz Tughluq (1351-1388) Bengal
was an independent kingdom under the Husaini dynasty. Alauddin
Husain (1493-1518), who was the first ruler of this dynasty, was an
able monarch. He extended the boundary of his kingdom as far as
the borders of Orissa, and encroached upon Kamatpur in Koch
Bihar on the border of Assam. As he had given shelter to Husain
Shah Sharqi of Jaunpur, he came into conflict with Sikandar
Lodi of Delhi, but was obliged to make peace and agree to respect
the eastern trontier of Bihar. His son, Nusrat Shah, was a contem-
porary of Babur with whom he had to make peace. Nusrat Shah
was an able ruler and patron of Bengali literature. The Mahabharata
was rendered into Bengali under his orders. The province was pros-
perous and the people, on the whole, contented.

MaLwA. In Central India three important states were con-
tending for supremacy. They were Malwa, Gujarat and Mewar.
In the beginning of the 16th century Mewar had attained a position
of pre-cminence and Malwa had sunk to the status of a second-rate
state. The Kingdom of Malwa had become independent under
Dilawar Khan Ghuri. But in 1435 Mahmud Khan, the minister of
the Ghuri king, had seized the throne and laid the foundation
of the Khalji dynasty. Mahmud Khalji was an able and energetic
tuler. The contemporary of Babur on the throne of Malwa was
Mahmud 1I, who was an incompetent ruler. During his reign Malwa
fell under the control of Medni Rai, a gallant Rajput chief who was
appointed prime minister and who gave important positions of trust
and responsibility to his clansmen. This excited the jealousy of the
Muslim nobles who tried to bring about the overthrow of Medni Rai
with the help of the sultan of Gujarat. Medni Rai, however, secured
the support of Rana Sanga of Mewar who defeated Mahmud 1I and
carried him a prisoner to Chittor. With characteristic Rajput
gfenergsity, the Rana released his royal captive and restored him to
his Kingdom. Even this act of generosity failed to save Malwa
which continued to be distracted by factious strife.

. GUL};}AT. The province of Gujarat had severed its connection
with Delh} in 1401 when Zafar Khan, the son of a Rajput convert
asserted his independence and ascended the throne under the title o;
Muzaffar Shah. One of the most remarkable rulers of this dynasty
:?SB]\::M"M' Begf:rha (1458-1511). The ruler of Gujarat at the time
Mahmu?ir l;e;:‘rllﬁmirx: IV;?? M}l;:a&agtShah II who had su.cceeded

. o fight throughout his reign
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against his many enemies. He came to clash with Rana Sanga of
Mewar who defeated him. His death, in April 1526, was followed
by a period of disturbance which considerably weakened the kingdom
of Gujarat. InJuly 1526, his son, Bahadur Shah, became king and
he proved to be an ambitious and successful ruler.

MEwAR. Mewar, with its capital at Chittor, was the most
extensive and powerful state in Rajasthan. The reigning family
traced its descent from Guhil and exercised sway over Chittor and the
adjacent territory since 6th century A.D. The dynasty produced a
series of remarkable rulers among whom Rana Kumbha (1433-1468)
occupied a pre-eminent place. He strengthened the defences of his
dominion by erecting many forts and also beautified his capital with
stately buildings. He defeated the sultan of Malwa and established
the supremacy of Mewar in central Hindustan. Babur's contempo-
rary on the throne of Chittor was the famous Rana Sangram Singh,
popularly known as Rana Sanga. He was a great warrior and
general. A hero of a hundred fights, he had received as many as
eighty wounds from sword and lance and was styled by Tod as ‘the
fragment of a soldier’ for he had lost an eye and an arm and was
crippled in one leg. Unlike the generality of Rajput chiefs, Sanga
possessed instincts of a politician and a statesman. He had cleverly
turned the social pre-eminence enjoyed by his family among the Raj-
puts of the land into his political supremacy in Rajasthan. He was
followed by two hundred vassal Rajput chiefs. Rana Sanga's ambi-
tion was to establish Hindu rule over Delhi. In pursuance of this
ambitious design he is said to have promised Babur that he would
invade Ibrahim Lodi's territory from the side of Agra while Babur
proceeded against him from the north. Rana Sanga was, thus, the
greatest Hindu ruler in northern India in the 16th century and one
of the most notable kings in the entire country.

SiNDH. The province of Sindh, which had become indepen-
dent at the end of Muhammad bin Tughlug’s reign, was in a distracted
state in the first quarter of the 16th century. The Sumra dynasty,
which had established its rule over the province towards the middle
of the 14th century, was in decay, and Shah Beg Arghun, governor
of Kandhar, who was hard pressed by Babur, was casting longing
eyes on Sindh. In 1520, being compelled to abandon Kandhar to
Babur, Shah Beg turned towards Sindh, defeated the Sumras and
occupied the province. His son, Shah Husain, consolidated his rule
and even annexed Multan. At the time of Babur's invasion the
power of Arghuns in Sindh was at its height.
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Tie Punsas. The neighbouring province of the Punjab was
nominally a part of the Kingdom of Delhi. But its governor, Daulat
Khan Lodi, was not on good terms with Sultan Ibrahim and acted
as a de facto monarch. His son, Dilawar Khan, having escaped
from Delhi, informed Daulat Khan that the sultan harboured evil
designs and as soon as he would be free from his present difficulties
he would turn his attention towards the Punjab. Trembling for his
safety, Daulat Khan made preparations for asserting his inde-
pendence and invited Babur to help him in his designs. The north-
western fronticr province of the Sultanate of Delhi was thus not in a
position to put up any resistance against a foreign invader.

KasHMIR. To the north-east of the Punjab lay the indepen-
dent kingdom of Kashmir. A Muslim adventurer, named Shah
Mirza, who had entered the service of the Hindu prince of the
Happy Valley, scized the throne in 1339 and Jaid the foundation of
a Muslim dynasty. The most notable sultan of Kashmir was Zain-ul-
Abidin (1420-1470), who followed the enlightened and liberal policy
of religious tolcration and patronage of Sanskrit litcrature, and is
deservedly called ‘the Akbar of Kashmir'. After his death in 1470
anarchy cnsucd. As it was situated far away from Delhi and was
in a state ot distraction, Kashmir did not exercise much influence
on the politics ol northern India.

OrissA.  The Hindu kingdom of Orissa was a considerable state
and was under powerful rulers. 1t had not been effectually subjugated
so far by any sultan of Delhi. Orissa, however, did not cxercise any
great influence on the politics of northern India. But it served one
useful purpose, namely, that of acting as an effective barrier to the
expansion of Bengal towards the south.

‘ KZ'HANDI:SH The kingdom of Khandesh, situated in the valley
of the river Tapti, was independent since the last decade of the 14th
century. ”‘[hc founder of the dynasty was Malik Raja Faruqi, who
had pcacclull‘y rc{gucd and died in 1399. From the very beginning,
the sultans of Gujarat were desirous of establishing their supremacy
?‘tle-r Khtm;\ktsh‘ Hence the two kingdoms were almost perpetually
s S Dud 508 Ko s
oot ‘whom Wa:nssu o atct(lioss fights of rival claimants to its thfone,
Sulton MahmudLBe D:?ll: e " é' lfshmadn:agar and another b.y Gujax:a.t.
his candidate Adilg Iél a 0III ujarat ultimately succeeded in placx.ng
on 25th Allgl:lst 1520 a:‘:ﬂ , on the throne qf Khandesh. He died

y 15 was succeeded by his son, Muhammad I.
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Owing to its distance from Delhi and weak condition. Khandesh
did not play an important part in the politics of the period.

The Kingdoms of the Dakhin. The famous Bahmani king-
dom of the Dakhin. founded in 1347 as the result of a successful
revolt against the tyrannical rule of Muhammad bin Tughluq,
stretched from Berar in the north to the river Krishna in the south.
It had a series of able rulers who engaged themselves in a perpetual
war against the Hindu kingdom of Vijayanagar, which was situated
to the south of it.  After the execution of the great minister, Mahmud
Gawan, in 1481, the Bahmani kingdom began to disintegrate. On
its ruins sprang up five independent kingdoms, namely, Berar (1484~
1557), Ahmadnagar (1489-1633), Bijapur (1489-1686), Golkunda
(1512-1687) and Bidar (1526 -1590).

VIJAYANAGAR. The kingdom of Vijayanagar was one of the
most important Hindu states in the country. Babur's contemporary
on its throne was Krishnadeva Raya, the greatest ruler produced by
Vijayanagar and the most notable in the whole of the country during
the epoch. Besides being a great soldier and general who extended
the boundary of his kingdom by defeating his rivals and neighbours,
he was a cultured patron of literature and art. Politically, economi-
cally and culturally this kingdom was at its height at the time of
Babur's invasion of Northern India. Foreign travellers and diplomats
were dazzled by its wealth, prosperity and power. Although Vijaya-
nagar did not exert much influence on the politics of Northern India,
it served the useful purpose of checking the Muslim expansion south-
ward and preserved the ancient religion and culture of Southern India.

These states, ambitious as they were ol establishing their
individual supremacy, were at perpetual war with one another. Not
only was the political expansion of the internally torn Sultanate of
Delhi successfully checked by Rajput chivalry under Rana Sanga,
but even its very existence was in danger in view of the Rajput
ambition to establish their rule over Delhi. In fact, Sultan Ibrahim
had suffered a severe defeat at the hands of the Sisodius ol Mewar
and was compelled to give up his scheme of aggressive conquest. In
Central Hindustan, both the Muslim kingdoms of Malwa and Gujarat
had suffered considerably at the hands of the Rana of Chittor. In
the east, the expansion of the Muslim kingdom of Bengal had been
barred by the Hindu rulers of Orissa and Assam. In the Dakhin, the
empire of Vijayanagar had so far successfully checked the south-
ward expansion of the Bahmani Kingdom and its successors, the five
kingdoms of the Dakhin. Thus in every part of India Turko-
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Afghan and indigenous Muslim chiefs had been brought to bay and
obliged to fight for their very existence.
Social and cultural condition

Socially our country was passing through a period of transition.
Owing to their long residence in the midst of the indigenous popula-
tion and under the same Indian Sun, our Turko-Afghan rulers and
their humble: followers were gradually shedding their foreign
ways and bccoming Indianized. The local converts to Islam had
risen in number and added to the numerical strength of the Muslim
society, and an understanding between the people and the ruling
class was gradully emerging as the result of their association in
administration and in the activities of war and peace. Since the death
of Firoz Tughluq there had been no powerful ruler in Delhi, except
Sikandar Lodi, who could check the growing rapprochement between
the Hindus and Musalmans. In the provincial kingdoms frater-
nization between the two communities was more pronounced than in
Delhi. In Kashmir and Bengal, particularly, some of the enlightened
sultans pursued a policy of religious toleration and patronized Sans-
krit and modern Indian languages. Zain-ul-Abidin of Kashmir (1420-
1470) not only recalled the exiled Brahman families but admitted
learned Hindus to his society, granted perfect religious toleration to
them and abolished the jizya. He even prohibited cow-slaughter in
his kingdom and employed Sanskrit and Hindi scholars in his court.
Under this wise ruler, who deservedly won the title of ‘the Akbar of
Kashmir', the people of the Happy Valley began to have common
life. Ala-ud-din Husain Shah of Bengal (1493-1518), likewise, was one
of the most popular rulers that ascended the throne of Bengal and
made little distinction between his Hindu and Muslim subjects. His
son, N:_nsir-ud-din Nusrat Shah (1518-1533), was a great patron of
Bengali literature. He had the Mahabharat 1 translated into Bengali
and bestowed lavish patronage on Hindu scholars. The conditions
were not much different in other privinces, though at times here and
tl.were a fanatic.al ruler imitated the policy of discrimination and reli-
gious persecution (?f the earlier sultans of Delhi. Even such a pheno-
menon was becoming rare as Hindu rulers in the various parts of the
:;:‘l;!:;rgs‘:geinfa;:er:intg to power and importance and it was not con-
and forgotten da rst quarter of thg 16th century to revive the old

ys of the early Turkish conquest.

In view of the weakness of the Sultanate a i
) nd the growing sym-
pathy between the Hindus and the Musalmans, a deliberate attempt
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was made, a little before the beginning of the 16th century, to bridge
the gulf between Hinduism and Islam and their respective followers.
The later reformers of the Bhakti cult, such as, Kabir (first quarter of
15th c¢.) and Nanak (1469-1538), particularly stressecd the need of
Hindu-Muslim unity and preached that the two religions were only
different paths leading to the same goal, and freely made converts
from among the Hindus and Muslims alike. The movement, for the
first time in our history, ushered in an age of greater understanding
between the two communities. The presence of sufi mystics in Islam
supplemented the work of the reformers of the Bhakti cult. Some of the
Hindus began to revere Muslim saints, while some Musalmans began
to associate with Hindu Yogis and hermits and show them respect.

In politics and administration complete isolation was unthink-
able even during the early days of the history of the Sultanate. A
little before the beginning of the 16th century, co-operation between
the two communities was extended to the field of literature. In the
provinces, Hindu converts to Islam retained the local vernaculars as
their mother tongue. In the south and in the north, Urdu became
the medium of intercourse between the Turko-Afghan rulers and the
native people. The Bhakti movement gave a great impetus to the
growth of our vernaculars, particularly, Bengali, Hindi, Marathi and
Maithili. A series of notable works in these languages, which are
looked upon as classics, were produced during this age. Sanskrit was
not neglected. It flourished at the court of the Hindu kings. There
were, however, some officers at the court of provincial Muslim rulers
who brought out works in Sanskrit. For example, Rup Goswami, a
minister of Husain Shah of Bengal, composed several works in Sans-
krit. the most important among which are Vidagdha Madhava and
Lalita Madhava. In the field of architecture, too. a notable contri-
bution was made by the united efforts of the Hindus and the Musal-
mans. The same co-operation was visible in other arts as well.

Economic condition

In spite of the great drainage of its wealth by foreign invaders
and plunderers, our country was quite rich i_n the early years of th‘e
16th century. The amount of wealth acquired by Babgr at Dcll'n,
Agra and Gwalior fills us with admiration at the prod'ucnve ca!)acfxty
and thrift of our medieval ancestors. Agriculture was in a flourishing
condition, although Babur notes with surprise that villages rose and
decayed in Hindustan almost in the twi'nk]ing'of an eye. Whenever
proper encouragement was shown to agriculturists the Jand was cover-
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i ili ds everywhere; but at the time gf polltufal revolu-
teii:v ;trhasrf‘;::?fe,ﬂ te‘(]x miles);ogether the eye met with r(xjothx;xg exc:g:
wilderness. In normal times, however. our peasants gro uce sgr::d o
corn that, after meeting the ne?ds pf the country.. 1thwas exlz e
foreign lands. There was a brisk mtcrn:al trade in t Cehc.:oun rZ.Othcr
had considerable sea-borne commerce with Malaya, China an )
countries of the Pacific Oce:m.. The land rf)utes connecte qu}:
country with Central Asia, Afghamst‘an, Iran, Tibet and.Bh}xtaru', wit
whom our country carried on lucn:anve frade. Many kinds of indus-
tries, particularly textile industry, including the manuf'acture pf cotton,
woollen and silken cloths, sugar, metal and paper _mdustncs, were
found in most parts of our country. The upper and middle class people
were well-to-do and fond of luxury. The common people, on the other
hand, were poor ; but as their necds were few and th.ere was plenty of
corn in the country, they did nnt suffer from starvatlon.. In short., our
country was so prosperous and wealthy that, in spite of its hot cl.m.late
and wild winds during summer. it commended itself to the fastidious
Babur, who noted in his diary that the chief excellence of Hindustan
“is the amount of gold, coined and uncoined. which may be found
there.”

Military condition

In spite of plenty and prosperity our country was militarily
weak. The political confusion in the first quarter of the 16th century
had prevented a co-operative effort for the protection and defence of
the land. Though there was no dearth of soldierly talent. we lagged
behind other countries in matters of military progress. qualities and
calibre of weapons and development of tactics. While Iran and even
Afghanistan had borrowed artillery from the west, none of our rulers
in northern India, Hindu or Muslim, cared to have a park of artillery.
The Delhi army under the Lodis had ceased to be a national force
and was organized on clannish basis. The soldier, as a rule, obeyed
his immediate tribal chief rather than the sultan. The same was the
case with the Rajput armies, whether of Rana Sanga or any other
Hindu king. Our armies were divided into four traditional divisions
and had lost the mobility which characterized them 1n the early days
of the sultans of Delhi. Our military officers and soldiers were guided
by outmoded strategy. The fortification and defence of the north-

western frontier was completely neglected. The military condition
ol the country was, thus, far from satisfactory.
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Babur (1483-1530)

Birth and boyhood (1483-1494)

Zahir-ud-Din Muhammad Babur was born on February 14,
1483, in Farghana, of which his father, Umar Shaikh Mirza, was the
ruler. He descended from two Central Asian warriors : Tin.ur, the
Turkish hero. and Changiz Khan, the leader of the Mongols. He
was the fifth descendant of Timur on the side of his father, and four-
teenth descendant of Changiz Khan through his mother, Kutlugnigar
Khanum. His family belonged to the Chaghtai section of the Turkish
race, but he was commonly known as ‘Mughul'. Umar Shaikh Mirza
was a man of restless character and was not content with the small
resources of Farghana, which formed the northern part of the region
known as Mavara-un-Nahr or Trans-Oxiana and is now a part of the
Russtamprovince of Turkistan. He was on bad terms with his elder
brother, Ahmad Mirza, ruler of Samarqand and Bukhara, and
coveted his prosperous territory. Nor could he get on well with his
brothers-in-law, Mahmud Khan (ruler of Tashkent, Sairam and
Shahrukhia) and Ahmad Khan (ruler of the region between Tash-
kent and Yulduz). So long as his father-in-law, Yunus Khan, the
Mongol, was alive. the rivals were prevented from coming to extre-
mities. After his death in 1486-87 Ahmad Mirza and Mahmud Khan
planned (1494) a joint invasion of Farghana, the former nvading the
capital town of Andijan, while the latter proceeded against the hill-
fortress of Akhsi situated on the north of Farghana. Leaving his elder
son, Babur, in charge of his capital, Umar Shaikh proceeded to meet
his brother-in-law, Mahmud Khan, who besieged the stronghold of
Akhsi. It so happened that one day while he went to enjoy the sight
of his pigeons the house fell on him and he died instantly (8th June,
1494). His father’s sudden death called Babur to the throne when he {
was only eleven years and four months old.

Babur's early years must have been spent profitably. As
later on he could find little leisure to devote to learning, it seems
certain that he must have mastered his mother tongue, Turki, and
also Persian, while he was yet almost a child. He was a precocious
boy and his faculties were so highly developed that he could easily
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obtained and made subject to me Kabul and Ghazni and their
dependent districts.” During the next six years he increased his
army and took steps to consolidate his hold on his new kingdom.
In 1507 he assumed the title of Padshah or emperor, abandoning
that of Mirza by which his ancestors were known, and the same
year he conquered Kandhar only to lose it within a few weeks. In
March 1508, his cldest son, Humayun, was born of his third wife

Mahim.
Samarqand captured and lost for the third time (1511)

Although he had come to a settled life in his new kingdom of
Afghanistan. Babur still yearned for Samargand. He was ambitious
of giving a blow to Shaibani Khan, the great enemy of his house, who
had blotted out the Timuride family from Trans-Oxiana. In 1507
Babur paid a visit to his cousins in Herat, the capital of Sultan
Husain Mirza Baiqara, to see if he could secure their help in deliver-
ing a blow to Shaibani. But he had to return disappointed. In the
last days of 1510 he, however, received the happy news of Shaibani
Khan's defeat and death in the battle of Merv with Shah Ismail
Safavi of Iran. The hope of regaining his ancestral dominion was
revived in Babur’s heart, and he immediately set out towards Qunduz.
He entered into an alliance with Shah Ismail and with his help,
recovered Samarqand and occupied Bukhara and Khurasan in 1511
and the Uzbegs withdrew to Turkistan. Babur's dominions now

{ included Tashkent, Qunduz, Hisar, Samarqand, Bukhara, Farghana,
;l Kabul and Ghazni. But his glory was short-lived. The Uzbegs
. returned after the withdrawal of the Shah, and resolved to recover
Trans-Oxiana. In May 1512, their leader, Ubaid-Ullah Khan, had
an encounter with Babur at Kul-i-Malik in which the latter was
defeated. Babur had to withdraw from Samarqand to Hisar and
eventually to abandon the entire Trans-Oxiana. He returned to
K.abul in 1513. The chief cause of his discomfiture in Samarqand was
his adoption, at the instance of the Shah of Iran, of the Shia faith

- which was obnoxious to the people of Trans-Oxiana, who were most-
= ly orthodox Sunnis. By an agreement with the Shah of Iran he was
obliged to enforce Shia religion in his new kingdom. His withdrawal

;f :;O:‘rl‘llia::'z:q:izd'::cl::rzl rrllca}rkfid the end of Babur's futile attempt
of re-ascending t}\e thr:ne mtg ;m. e now. abandoned all hopes

‘ lost three times. The onl to i amargand WI.mh he had. won and
Asia was Ba dal;hshan wg’icf]’:tow th.at he still possessed in Central

e left in the charge of Khan Mirza.
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While king of Kabul, Babur was obliged to undertake annual
expeditions to put down his turbulent Afghan subjects and to realize
revenue from them.

Preparation for his role in Hindustan

From the age of eleven Babur was engaged in warfare, some-
times in self-defence, but mostly in pursuit of a scheme of aggressive
conquest. He had to meet, times out of number, adversaries who
were Turks like himself or Mongols, Uzbegs, Persians and Afghans.
In warfare with them he cleverly appropriated some of their peculiar
modes of fighting and military tactics. From the Uzbegs he learnt
the use of tulghuma, which consisted in turning the enemy's flanks
and charging him simultaneously on front and rear at break-neck
speed. From the Mongols and the Afghans he appropriated their
tactics regarding laying ambuscade, luring the enemy away to a place
of danger previously marked out and fortified with men and material,
and then falling on him all of a sudden from two different directions.
From the Persians hc acquired the use of fire-arms, while from his
own Turkish kinsmen, he learnt the effective use of mobile cavalry.
Thus, as the result of his association with various races, Babur came
to possess a highly evolved system ol warfarc of his own which was
the result of a scientific synthesis of various modes of fighting pecu-
liar to a number of Central Asian peoples. This system was charac-
terized by an effective combination of a highly trained and mobile
cavalry and scientific artillery, the use of brilliant tactics, such as
the tulghuma, and the protection of the front by ranging a series of
carts tied together with chains. Besides, the school of adversity, in
which Babur had his early training, called forth the great qualitics of
endurance, patience, cool courage and contempt of death which made |
him a veteran leader of men, never losing hope and faith even in thej
most trying circumstances. Between 1514 and 1519 he secured the
services of a Turkish artillery-man, named Ustad Ali, whom he
appointed Master of his Ordnance. This man helped Babur to have a
park of artillery and to raise a considerable body of musketeers. The
use of fire-arms had been borrowed by the Persians from the Turks of
Constantinople ; Babur, in turn, borrowed the art from the Persians.
A few years later, he acquired the services of another Turkish expert,
named Mustafa. Under the supervision of these two Turkish gunners,
Babur had a number of pieces of cannon cast and muskets manufac-
tured for the use of his army. He in this way came to possess a power-
ful park of artillery which largely accounted for his success in India.
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Thus, his career in Central Asia prepared him for the role that he
was destined to play in Indian history.

EARLY EXPEDITIONS, CIRCUMSTANCES LEADING TO
THE FIRST BATTLE OF PANIPAT

First raid

In 1503, while he was a guest of the headman of the village of
Dikhkat in Trans-Oxiana during one of his periodical wanderings,
Babur, for the first time, heard from the lips of a contemporary, the
headman’s mother, aged 111, the story of Timur's invasion of India.
His imagination was kindled and he formed the resolution of one
day repeating the Indian exploits of his great ancestor. But it was
only when his ambition towards the north-west was finally foiled
that he decided to try his luck in the south-east. While king of
Kabul, he undertook four expeditions to the territory of India. All
these were in the nature of reconnaissances. Early in 1519 he under-
took his first expedition to India. It was directed against the
Yusufzai tribe which was turbulent and would not pay tribute except
at the point of the bayonet. After they had been duly punished,
Babur proceeded further to Bajaur, which he stormed, his new
artillery playing a decisive part in the contest that proved to be
stubborn. He ordered the wholesale massacre of the people of the
place in order to strike terror into the surrounding population. The
fort of Bajaur was occupied. Then he proceeded to the town of
Bhera on the Jhelum, which, too, was occupied, the people submit-
ting without offering resistance. Khushab, too, fell into his hands ;
but he gave orders that no injury should be done to the people. He
looked upon the Punjab as his own, for it had been conquered by
Timur in 1398-99. “As it was always in my heart to possess
Hindustan,” writes Babur, “and as these several countries had
once been held by the Turks, I pictured them as my own, and
was resolved to get them into my hands, whether peacefully or by
force. For these reasons, it being imperative to treat the hillmen
well, this order was given : do not hurt or harm flocks and herds of
these people, nor even their cotton-ends and broken needles.” He
then despatched an ambassador to Delhi “to demand that the coun-
tries which from old had belonged to the Turks, should be given up
to me."” J}ut the ambassador was detained at Lahore by Daulat
Khan ‘._Odl and Bab}:r received no reply to his message. Leaving
Bhera in charge of Hindu Beg he returned to Kabul. The expedi-
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tion proved to be of no lasting advantage, as the people drove away
Hindu Beg immediately after Babur's withdrawal.
Second raid

In September 1519 Babur again turned towards India. He
marched through the Khybar Pass in order to reduce the Yusufzai
Afghans to submission. Then he made an attempt to fortify and
provision Peshawar to convert it into a base for further operations,
but he had to return to Kabul without accomplishing his object, as
he had received news of disturbance in Badakhshan.

Third raid

In 1520 Babur undertook his third expedition to India and
recovered Bajaur and Bhera, from where his men had been expelled
in 1519. Then he proceeded to Sialkot which capitulated without
resistance. But the people of Sayyidpur, who did not like to submit
tamely, had to be subdued by force. Meanwiiile, Babur received
disturbing news from Kandhar, where Shah Beg Arghun was creating
strife in his rear. So he returned to that town with the object of
bringing it under his possession. During the next two years he
engaged himself in an enterprise against Shah Beg and in 1522 he
succeeded in acquiring the tort of Kandhar through the treachery
of its governor, Maulana Abdul Baqi. Shah Beg Arghun, who had
abandoned Kandhar, established himself as the ruler of Sindh.

Fourth expedition

Babur was now free from complications at home and, in the
event of an invasion of India, he felt secure in his rear, as the formi-
dable fort of Kandhar was now in his possession. At this time he
received an invitation from Daulat Khan Lodi, governor of the
Punjab, who, being on bad terms with Sultan Ibrahim of Delhi,
sought his help in making himself master of the Punjab in return for
a promise to recognize Babur as his sovereign. Babur readily
accepted the invitation and proceeded towards Lahore at the head
of a powerful force in 1524, At this very time Ibrahim Lodi had
despatched an army to chastise Daulat Khan Lodi. This succeeded
in defeating Daulat Khan and driving him into exile. As Babur
reached within a few miles of Lahore, the Delhi army, which had
just won success against Daulat Khan, tried to obstruct the invader's
path. Babur, thereupon, attacked and scattered it. Next, he cap-
tured Lahore and plundered and burnt the town. Then he pro-
ceeded to Dipalpur, in the modern Montgomery district, stormed it
and put the garrison to sword. Most of the Punjab thus came
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under his control. At Dipalpur he was joined by Daulat Khan who
had now returned from his place of hiding, hoping that he would be
restored to the entire province. But Babur kept the Punjab for himself
and offered to Daulat Khan only two districts of Jalandar and Sultan-
pur in assignment. Daulat Khan felt disappointed and treacherously
advised Babur to divide his army. His ambitious son, Dilawar Khan,
acting against his father’s interest, informed Babur of his hostile
designs. Consequently Babur bestowed Sultanpur on Dilawar Khan,
allowing Daulat Khan to retain Jalandar. He assigned Dipalpur to
Alam Khan Lodi, an uncle of Ibrahim Lodi, who was a candidate
for the throne of Delhi and was seeking Babur's assistance in his
proposed enterprise against his nephew, Sultan Ibrahim. After mak-
ing these arrangements Babur returned to Kabul, leaving garrisons
at Dipalpur, Lahore and Sialkot. He felt that a more powerful force
was necessary for the conquest of Hindustan on which he had now
set his hcart.

As soon as Babur's back was turncd, Daulat Khan attacked his
son, Dilawar, and scized Sultanpur. Ncxt, he proceeded to Dipalpur
and drove away Alam Khan. He made a quick attempt to reoccupy
the whole of the Punjab, but he was defeated by Babur's garrison at
Sialkot. Ibrahim Lodi was not idle all this time and had sent an
army to clear the Punjab of rebels and invaders. Daulat Khan
defeated and dispersed this army without difficulty.

Alter his defeat at the hands of Daulat Khan, the Lodi prcten-
der, Alam Khan, fled to Kabul and there entered into a treaty with
Babur who agreed to support Alam Khan's claim to the throne of
Delhi on the condition that the latter would leave the entire Punjab
to him in full sovereignty. The agreement was of advantage to the
Mughul king *“as it would give him a legitimate right to what he
had only taken by force." After this engagement, Babur sent Alam
Khan to Lahore with instructions to his garrisons there to assist him.
Babur himself’ could not proceed immediately owing to an Uzbeg
rebellion in Balkh, the suppression of which was indispensable for
his safety. On his return to Lahore, Alam Khan was, however,
seduced by Daulat to throw away his alliance with Babur and to
cede the Punjab to him (Daulat). Next, they proceeded towards
Delhi to fight Ibrahim Lodi who, however, succeeded in inflicting
upon them a decisive defeat. When the news of these developments

reached Babur he decided finally to embark on an expedition to
Hindustan.
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The first battle of Panipat (21st April, 1526)

Freed from the Uzbeg menace, Babur set out towards our
country in November 1525, and was joined on the way by Humayun
with his troops from Badakhshan. At Sialkot he learnt of the defec-
tion of Alam Khan and of his failure to attack Delhi. Daulat Khan
and Ghazi Khan werc now seized with panic and shut themselves
up in the fortress of Milwat. Babur immediately besieged the place
and compelled Daulat Khan to capitulate. He ordered Daulat
Khan to be conducted to his presence with the two swords, with
which he had girded himself to fight him, hanging from his neck.
As Daulat made delay in bowing, Babur ordered his legs to be
pulled to make him bow and reprimanded him for his rebellious
conduct, Then he was sent to Bhera to be imprisoned, but he died
on the way to that place. At about this time Alam Khan came in
a miserable condition and waited on Babur who occupied the Punjab
once again without difficulty.

The next step was a contest with Ibrahim Lodi which was a
far more difficult task than the conquest of the Punjab. Babur, there-
fore, made all necessary preparations for it and paid every attention
to the Lodi pretender, Alam Khan, whose presence was sure to be of
great political advantage. As he advanced towards Delhi, he received
encouraging offers from a number of important nobles of the Delhi
court. Probably at this very time Rana Sanga of Chittor sent his
proposal for a joint attack upon Ibrahim. As the invadcr’s intention
became clear Ibrahim collected a large force and proceeded towards
the Punjab to mcet him in battle, sending two advance parties
towards Hisar. One of these was routed by Humayun. The other, too,
was beaten and driven back. After a few marches Babur reached
Panipat and set up his camp there. Babur proudly writes in his
Memoirs that he defeated Ibrahim Lodi with 12 thousand men. His
admirer Rushbrook Williams goes a step further and says that he
could not have more than eight thousand men and perhaps less than
that, on the field of Panipat. But Babur's force had swelled consi-
derably after his success against Daulat Khan because, as usual,
thousands of Indian mercenaries were ready to join him and a num-
ber of notable chiefs had already made common cause with him. The
strength of his army at Panipat could not have been less than twenty-
five thousand. Babur drew up his army east of the town of Panipat
with his face to the south and protected his front by a laager of seven
hundred movable wagon carts (araba), the wheels of every two of
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which were tied together by ropes made of raw hides. In between
the scts of carts he left sufficient gaps—60 to 70 yards each—in order
to allow a hundred or more horsemen to charge through abreast. He
raised six or seven movable breast-works (ura) between every pair of
guns to afford shelter to his gunners. Artillery was ranged behind
the breast-works, Ustad Ali on the right side and Mustafa on the left.
Behind the artillery was stationed his advance guard which was
commanded by Khusrav Kukaltash and Muhammad Ali Jang-Jang.
At the back of it was the centre (ghul) where Babur himself took up
his position. The centre was divided into two divisions —right centre
and left centre, Babur himself riding in between the two. His right
wing rested on and was sheltered by the town of Panipat, while the
left wing was posted in the dry bed of the river Yamuna, then two
miles east of Panipat and not ten miles as now, and was protected by
ditches and an abutis of felled trees. On the extreme right of the
line was posted the right flanking party (right tulghuma), and on the
extreme Jeft the left flanking party (left rulghuma). These consisted
of select Turkish cavalry whose main duty was to turn the enemy's
flanks and take him in the rear. Behind the line at a little distance
there was the reserve of picked horsemen under Abdul Aziz, the
Master of the Horsc. The right wing was commanded by Humayun
and Khwaja Kilan, while the left by Muhammad Sultan Mirza and
Mahdi Khwaja.

Ibrahim Lodi's army, on the other hand, numbered, according
to Babur, one lakh of men and one thousand elephants. But consi-
dering the fact that therc used to be in that age a number of camp-
followers and servants for every combatant, the effective fighting
strength of Ibrahim's army could not have been more than forty
thousand. 1t consisted of troops of all description who had been
hastily raiscd on the spur of the moment. They were divided into
t'he four traditional divisions—the advance guard, the centre, the
ngh't wing and the left wing. The armies came face to face on 12th
April, 1526 with a few miles distance between them, but neither side
took‘ up the offensive for eight days. During the night of the 20th
April, Babur sent out 4 to 5 thousand of his men to make a night
attack. on the Afghan camp which failed in its object. But it provoked
Ibrahim who gave orders for his troops to advance the next morning.
They set out in battle array early in the morning and covered the
mte'rvemng four miles in three hours. When they came near and
nopced Babur’s front line defences, they hesitated and checked their
quick pace abruptly and thus lost the advantage of a shock charge.
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Moreover the sudden halt of their front line caused confusion and
disorder in the long tail of their army. Babur took advantage of the
enemy'’s hesitation and directed his men to take up the offensive.
The battle was thus joined on April 21, 1526. Babur immediately
ordered his flanking parties to wheel round and attack the enemy in
the rear where there was considerable confusion and uncertainty.
They made a detour on the right and the left and reaching the Afghan
back began to rain arrows on them. At the same time Babur's right
and left wings were directed to move forward and attack the enemy.
The Afghans were not slow to react. In order to sever the Mughul
connection with the town of Panipat and turn his flank through this
gap, Ibrahim now ordered an attack on Babur's right wing which
found itself in difficulty. Ibrahim's plan was to avoid the enemy's
laager and guns and push to the main body of Babur's troops and
attack them with vigour. But Babur quickly sent reinforcements
from the centre which succeeded in repelling the Afghan left wing.
The battle now became general and Babur ordered his gunneis to
open fire. Thus the Lodi army was surrounded and overwhelmed.
It found itself exposed to artillery shot in front and arrows on either
flank and the rear. In spite of their being out-manoeuvred and
out-classed in weapons the Indian army under Ibrahim fought
valiantly. The battle lasted from 9 o'clock in the morning till noon,
when the superior strategy and generalship of Babur won the day.
Ibrahim Lodi was killed fighting bravely to his last breath and 15
to 16 thousand of his men lay dead on the field.! Of these six thou-
sand fell round the body of their king. Among the victims was Raja
Vikramajit of Gwalior who fought like a true Rajput on the side of
Ibrahim who had lately been his enemy. “The sun had mounted
spear-high," writes Babur, “when the onset began and the battle
lasted till mid-day when the enemies were completely broken and
routed, and my people victorious and triumphant. By the grace
and mercy of Almighty God this difficult affair was made easy to
me, and that mighty army in the course of half a day was laid in the
dust.” On the fall of Ibrahim, the Delhi army broke up in flight.
The victorious Mughuls made a relentless pursuit up to the very gates
of Delhi, and slaughtered thousands of fugitives. o

Its results
The battle of Panipat proved to be absolutely decisive. The

Babur says it was subsequently known at Agra that forty to fifty thousand
men might have perished. (Memoirs, p. 474)
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military power of the Lodis was completely shattered, and' their king
himself lay dead on the field. At the lowest c9mputatlop twenty
thousand of their soldiers had fallen. The sovereignty of Hl.ndustan
departed from the Afghan race at least f9t a tem})orary period, and’
passed to the Mughuls who were to retain 1t with about l§ years
break, for more than two centuries. The Turko-Afghan ruling class
in India had become degenerate and its supremacy was in danger.
As a consequence of Babur's success at Panipat new blood and vigour
were injected into the forecign ruling class. The Mughul dynasty,
which was thus established, gave to the country a series of remarkably
successful rulers under whom the country was to undertake a new
experiment of evolving a composite culture for the land. As far as
Babur was concerned, Panipat marks the end of the second stage of
his project of the conquest of Northern India. Though after this
victory he became king of Delhi and Agra yet his real work was to
begin after Panipat. There were a few formidable enemies to be
encountered besore he could become king of Hindustan. But Panipat
gave him a valid claim to its sovereignty. His other contests were
an attempt to enforce that claim.
Causes of his success
Many factors contributed to Babur's success and his rival
Ibrahim's dcfeat. In the first place. Ibrahim’s injudicious policy
and his suspicion of his Afghan nobles had so weakened his power
that he was not likcly to succeed against even a much less formidable
antagonist than Babur. He fought on his own, without being backed
by the people or even by the Afghan nobility. Secondly, his army,
which was hastily recruited and consisted of raw, inexperienced
soldiers, was a heterogeneous force, held together only by the Sultan’s
person. 1t was not animated by any national or religious sentiment.
It was organized on clannish basis, the individual soldier obeying
his immediate chief and not the supreme head of the army. The
troops were, no doubt, brave, but they lacked the qualities of trained
fand skilful soldiers. Babur was right when he recorded in his diary
{that the Indian soldier knew how to die and not how to fight. On
the other hand, the Mughul army, composed though it was like that
of the Lodi sultan of diverse elements, had been welded into a
homogeneous unit by Babur. It was a well-trained and disciplined
army an_d shared its leader's enthusiasm and ambition of conquering
rich Hindustan. Thirdly, while the use of gunpowder? was not

* 1t was utilized in producing fire-works, not fire-arms.



BABUR 21

unknown in India since the middle of the fifteenth century, yet no
one in Northern India knew the use of fire-arms before the advent
of Babur and, therefore, Ibrahim possessed no park of artillery and
his soldiers were absolutely innocent of its use. On the contrary,
Babur was the master of a powerful park of artillery, consisting of
big guns and small muskets, which was in the charge of two master
gunners, Ustad Ali and Mustafa. If it could be possible to emphasize
any one of the factors as being the most important cause of Babur's
success in Hindustan, one would surely have to assign the first place
to his artillery. Fourthly, Babur was the master of a highly evolved
system of warfare which, as we have already seen, was the result of a
scientific synthesis of the tactics of the several Central Asian peoples.
But Ibrahim fought according to the old and out-worn system then
in existence in the country. Finally, while Babur was one of the
greatest generals of his time, Ibrahim was a headstrong, inexpe-
rienced youth who could not hope to be a match for his great
adversary. As Babur remarks, he was “an inexperienced young man,
careless in his movements, who marched without order, halted or
retired without method and engaged without foresight.”” He did not
care to throw open the doors of his treasury in order to attract better
and more experienced troops. Had he succeeded in securing the
assistance of the Rajputs under Rana Sanga and made a combined
attempt against their common enemy, Babur would probably have
been driven out of the country.

The sequel

Immediately after his victory Babur despatched a detachment
of his army under Humayun and Khwaja Kilan to capture Agra,
while at the same time he sent another body ol his troops to take
possession of Delhi and to secure the public treasures there. Then
he himself procceded to Delhi and, before entering the capital, paid
a visit to the tombs of Muslim heroes and saints. Thence he went
to Agra and on 10th May took up residence in Ibrahim’s palace.
Humayun welcomed his father and presented to him, among other
treasures, the famous Koh-i-noor diamond which was given to him
by the family of the deceased Raja Vikramajit of Gwalior for his
generous treatment in the Agra Fort and whose value was supposed
to be equal to half the daily expenditure of the whole world. But,
with his characteristic generosity, he gave it back to his son along
with seventy lakhs of dams in recognition of his services He permitted
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Ibrahim Lodi's mother to live in 2 mansion outside Agra and assigned
the revznues of a pargana for her expenses. Small jagirs were given
to her officers. Babur generously rewarded his own men, his impor-
tant begs getting 6 to 10 lakhs of dams each. Every soldier and every
camp-follower, down to the meanest man among them, was given
his share of the booty. Babur’s friends in Farghana, Khurasan,
Kashghar and Iran were sent gifts of gold and silver and other rare
articles, including even human slaves. Offerings were sent to the
holy places in Mecca, Medina, Sumarqand and Herat. All the
inhabitants of Kabul, men, women and children, received one silver
coin each. So generously did Babur distribute the accumulated
treasures of generations which he found at Delhi, Agra and Gwalior
and left so little for himself, that he was called in jest a ‘galanda ’
(begging friar).

TASK AFTER PANIPAT : OCCUPATION OF THE COUNTRY

Difficulties after Panipat

Babur's real work in the country began after Panipat. Taking
advantage of the confusion that followed Ibrahim Lodi's death, many
of the Afghan chiefs had established themselves as independent
monarchs and fortified their strongholds. Qasim Sambhali set him-
self up as the ruler of Sambhal, Nizam Khan became king of Bayana,
Hasan Khan Mewati that of Mewat, Muhammad Zaitun of Dholpur,
Tatar Khan of Gwalior, Husain Khan Lohani of Rapri, Qutub Khan
of Etawi and Alam Khain of Kalpi. Nasir Khan Lohani, Maruf
Farmuli and some other amirs held Kanaujand the neighbouring
territory on the other side of the Ganga. Bahar Khan, son of
Dariya Khan Lohani, set himself up as king of Bihar under the
title of Sultan Muhammad. Marghub, a slave, became the ruler
of Mahaban. Moreover, as Babur proceeded towards Agra, the
pcoph'a in the countryside fled in fear and he could get provisions
for his men and fodder for his animals with very great difficulty.
The people took to brigandage and made roads unsafe. The summer
season was at hand and Babur's men insisted on getting leave to
return to Kabul. In the face of these difficulties he showed his usual
patience and strength of character. Instead of being dismayed, he
faced the situation boldly and exhorted his men to stay on and ’not
to allow the splendid opportunity to slip away for want of courage.
He a.ddressed his men eloquently. I told them," writes he, “that
empire and conquest could pot exist without the materia] and ’means
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of war; that royalty and nobility could not exist without subjects and
dependent provinces ; that by the labour of many years, after under-
taking great hardships, measuring many a toilsome journey and
raising various armies—after exposing myself and my troops to
circumstances of great danger, to battle and bloodshed, by the Divine
favour I had routed my formidable enemy and achieved the conquest
of numerous provinces and kingdoms which we at present hold. And
now what force compels, what hardship obliges us without visible
cause . . . to abandon and fly from our conquests ... ? Let every
one who calls himself my friend never henceforward make such a
proposal ; but if there is any among you who cannot bring himself
to stay, or give up his purpose of return, let him depart.”

The appeal succeeded. All the officers and men decided to
stay on and support him. Only one or two disagreed and left for
Kabul.

Conquest of Mid-Hindustan

When it became clear that Babur had chosen to stay on in the
country and rule over it, several Afghan and non-Afghan chiefs. who
had chosen to sit on the fence. submitted to him. Shaikh Guren of
Koil (Aligarh), Shaikh Bayazid, Firoz Khan, Mahmud Khan Lohani
and some other prominent notables submitted to the invader, joined
him with their troops and were confirmed in their territories. With
regard to those that still held out, Babur took prompt steps to force
them to submission. He followed the clever device of dividing
unconquered towns, fortresses and districts among his prominent
officials and sent them with their troops to take possession of them.
This policy was eminently successful. Humayun acquired possession
of Sambhal, Muhammad Ali Jang-Jang captured Rapri, Mahdi
Khwaja conquered tawa, Sultan Muhimmad acquired Kanauj
and Junaid Barlas took Dholpur. There remained only two formid-
able groups to be dealt with—the Afghan chiefs of Awadh and Bihar
and the Rajputs under Rana Sanga of Rajasthan. The general
opinion of Babur's men was that the Afghans were more formidable
and should be tackled with immediately ; Rana Sanga was at a long
distance and might have little strength to proceced against Agra.
Accordingly, Humayun was sent against Nasir Khan Lohani and
Maruf Farmuli, who had captured Kanauj and had established
themselves so near Delhi. As Humayun reached within twenty miles
of Jajmau near Kanpur the two Afghan leaders retreated without
fighting. Kanauj, thus, fell into the hands of the Mughuls, and
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Humayun, proceeding in pursuit, took Jaunpur and Ghazipur.
About this very time Gwalior was also taken by a stratagem.

The battle of Khanua (March 17, 1527)

While Babur was in Kabul, Rana Sanga is said to have entered
into an understanding with him agreeing to attack Ibrahim from
the side of Agra, while Babur attacked him from the north. The
invader, after he had occupied Delhi and Agra, accused the Rana
of bad faith. Sanga on the other hand, accused Babur of having
occupied Kalpi, Dholpur and Bayana which, according to the terms
of the understanding, were to go to him. But this could not be said
to have been the main cause of the rupture between them. Rana
Sanga, who had thought that Babur, like his ancestor Timur and
so many other invaders, would retire after plundering the country,
was disillusioned and awakened to a sense of danger when he saw
that the Mughul intruder had not only occupied the country but
decided to stay on. For the first time in our medieval history a
Rajput king had succeeded in organizing a confederacy of most of
the kings of Rajasthan with the clear and definite object of recovering
northern India from the hands of the Afghans. Tt is a pity that he
could not sce the wisdom of first combining with Ibrahim to expel
the invader and then settling his scores with the degenerate Lodi
monarch. As it was, he found to his surprise that a fresh Turkish
invader in the person of Babur hid deprived him of his ambition of
re-establishing indigenous rule at Delhi. Singa was a warrior of
great fame and his heroic exploits were known and admired all over
the country. His ability and strength, ambition and patriotism,
impelled him to make an attempt to drive away the invader and
save the country trom the imposition of a fresh foreign yoke. Having
collected a powerful army. which is said to have consisted of seven
Rajput kings and 104 chiefs, he marched on Bayana and defeated its
governor, Mahdi Khwaja and compelled him to take shelter within
its formidable walls. The Rana was now joined by a number of
powerful chiefs, including Silahadi of Raisin, Hasan Khan Mewati
and Mahmud Lodi, brother of the late Sultan Ibrahim. The Rana
wisely recognized Mahmud Lodi as king of Delhi. Rushbrook
Williams has, perversely enough, called the alliance between the
Rana and Hasan Mewati “an unholy alliance whose only bond of
union was a common desire to expel Babur from India.” It wasa
.most natural thing in the world to have combined against a foreign
invader, for despite the belief of the above learned historian, political
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alliances are everywhere based on identity of interest. Babur, who
a short while before, had fortunately escaped from being poisoned by
Ibrahim Lodi's mother, despatched Muhammad Sultan Mirza with
a body of light horse to the relief of Bayana and himself began
making preparations for a final contest with the Rajputs. This force
was unable to come into contact with the garrison at Bayana. It was
struck with terror and brought to Babur the stories of Rajput bra-
very and exploits. By this time Babur had reached Sikri and sent
1,500 troops to reconnoitre his adversary’s position. These were
badly defeated and repulsed with great slaughter and loss of their
standard. A battle now became inevitable. The Rana had already
advanced to a hill near Khanua, a village in the modern Bharatpur
division, 37 miles west of Agra and 10 miles from Sikri. Babur was
in a highly precarious position. His troops were nervous and afraid
of the Rajput valour and bravery. An astrologer from Kabul made
a prophecy that he would suffer a defeat. This made the Mughul
troops all the more panicky. It became necessary for Babur to raise
their spirits by dramatically renouncing wine, pouring his store of
liquor on the ground and breaking his precious vessels before an
assemblage of his officers and troops. He abolished the stamp duty
(tamgha) for all Muslims. Even then the morale of his dispirited men
was not raised as high as he wished. So he convened a meeting of
his army men and made a direct appeal to them in the following
manner : “My Lords and comrades in arms! Do you know that
there lies a journey of some months between us and the land of our
birth and our familiar city ? If our side is defeated (God preserve us
from that day ! God forbid it !) where are we ? Where is our birth-
place—where is our city ? We have to do with strangers and foreig-
ners. But let every man remember that whosoever enters this world
is subject to destruction; for God alone is eternal and unshakable.
He who commences the banquet of life must at length drain the cup
of death. Better it is to die gloriously than to live with a name
disgraced. If I die with glory, all is for the best. Let me leave an
honourable name, for certainly my body cannot escape death. Al-
mighty God has ordained for us this fortune and put before us this
noble destiny, that if we are vanquished, we die martyrs ; but if we
conquer, we have won His holy cause. Therefore, let us swear in the
name of the Almighty that we will never flee from a death so glori-
ous ; and that while our souls are not separate from our bodies, our
bodies shall never be separate from perils of this combat,"’
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He promised that after victory he would allow leave to every
one who wanted to go home. He had already .declared a holy war
(jihad) against the Ranaand he remin'de.d his men that he was
fighting for the glorification of his religion. The response was
instantaneous and enthusiastic. Everyone swore on the Qt;ran and
by the divorce of his wife that he would fight to - the end and stand
by Babur. The spirit of his troops was thus completely restored.
Some skirmishers, sent ahead, attacked a few stragglers of the Rana's
army and brought their heads, which went a long way in restoring
the confidence of the Mughuls.

By this time Babur had reached Khanua. The Rana was
already there, and the armies now came face to face with each other.
According to Babur the Rajput army numbered two lakhs ; but their
effective fighting strength could not have been more than 80,000.
Rushbrook Williams puts Babur's army at 8 to 10 thousand effectives
which is, without doubt, a very low estimate. We have it on the
authority of Buburnama that many thousands of Atghans and other
troops had joined Babur after the battle of Panipat and considerably
swelled his army which could not have been less than 40,000.
Rushbrook Williams concludes, on imaginary grounds, that “‘it seems
impossible to avoid the conclusion that in effectives the Rajput chief-

tiin outnumbzred his antagonist by 7 or 8 to 1. The fact, however,
was that the odds were 2 ; 1.

Babur arranged his army after the same fashion at Panipat.
In front there were nearly one thousand gun-carts arranged in one
long line and tied together by iorn chains, not by ropes of animal
skin as at Panipat. In between every set of two linked carts sufficient
gaps of about 60 to 70 yards were left, to enable a hundred horsemen
to sally out. The artillery was posted in a line behind the row of
carts and was commanded by Nizam-ud-din Ali Khalifa. Ustad Ali
Quli with his mortar and other wheeled guus was posted in front of
the centre, while Mustafa Khan with his musketeers and swivel guns
was placed in front of the centre of the right wing. Instead of breast-
works Babur had constructed wheeled wooden tripod-stands -with
movable shields or mantlets fixed to them which afforded shelter to the
gunners, besides serving as resting places for the guns. Behind the
artillery were arrayed the mounted troops divided into centre, right
wing and left wing with the tulghuma or flanking parties on the
extreme right and left of the main line, Babur took his stand in
the centre. Chin Timur add Khysray Kukaltash took their position
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to his right, while Humayun with Dilawar Khan and some other
Indian nobles was posted in the right wing. Mahdi Khwaja
commanded the left wing. There were the fanking parties to the
extreme right and left. The Rana's army was divided into the four
traditional divisions—advance guard, centre and right and left wings.
The battle began at about 9 in the morning of 17th March, 1527
with a shot from Ustad Ali's mortar which threw a large stone
ball with a terrific noise and frightened the Rajputs. Even elephants
could not stand before it. On account of this and the defection of
Silhadi who went over to join the enemy, Sanga had to modify his
original plan and avoiding Babur’s centre with its formidable artillery
which his men had never seen or faced before, he opened the attack
by ordering his left wing to charge Babur's right flanking party
(tulghuma) in order to roll up the Mughul line from the right. Both
the right tulghuma and the right wing suffered so much from the
shock that they were about to give way when Babur despatched
Chin Timur to their relief. He attacked the Rajpur left wing and
penetrated inside it, causing some confusion among its troops. At
this time, Mustafa was ordered to move forward his tripods into the
open field and fire. The artillery did its work so satisfactorily that
the Mughul morale was restored. But the Rajputs made repeated
attacks on the Mughul right wing and, therefore, troops from the
centre had also to be sent to its assistance. In spite of Rajput
bravery the Mughul right wing ultimately pushed the Rana’s left
wing back. The Rana now ordered an attack on the Mughul left
wing. At this time, the left flanking party was directed to wheel
round and attack the Rajput rear. Even this did not prevent the
brave Rana from maintaining a pressure on the left wing of the
enemy. Babur was, therefore, obliged to send a select body of
cavalry to reinforce his heavily suffering left wing. By this time the
battle had become general and all the divisions of both the sides
became engaged in a deadly conflict. Notwithstanding the fearful
onslaught caused by the Mughul artillery, the valiant Rajputs by
their repeated attacks reduced Babur’s men almost to their last gasp."
Victory seemed to hang in the balance, and, if it inclined any way, it
was in favour of the Rajputs. But without being dismayed, Babur,
with the instinct of a general, ordered his picked household cavalry
in the centre to charge his antagonists in two compact bodies.
Ustad Ali was, at the same time, instructed to redouble his efforts.
This manoeuvre was successful. The Rajput right and left wings
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were thrown into confusion by the fite from Babur’s guns and by the
simultaneous cavalry charges of his household troops. Not minding
the murderous fire that was taking a heavy toll of his men, the Rana
hurled his dauntless men upon Babur's right and left wings which
were trying to envelop him. “Desperate, indeed, was that final
charge, the Mughul wings were driven from their enveloping position
and, forced back almost in a line with their centre nearly, it seemed,
to the place where Babur himself’ was standing. On the left, where
the pressure was the greatest, the Rajputs came within an ace of
breaking through."” But the Mughul artillery proved too much even
for the death-defying Rajput heroes. They could not stand it any
longer and showed signs of collapse. Even Sanga was wounded and
removed senseless from the field. At this psychological moment Babur
ordered his two wings to make another charge. The Rajputs now
dispersed and Babur, who had almost despaired of victory, won the
day. The battle of Khanua was over. The victor took possession
of the Rana's camp, but made no pursuit of the fugitives.

Results of the battle

The battle of Khanua, which lasted for ten hours, was one
of the most memorable battles in Indian history. Hardly was any
other battle so stubbornly contested with its issue hanging in the
balance till almost its very end. Nevertheless, from the military
point of view it proved to be highly decisive. The loss on the side of
the Rana was terrible. Sangram Singh himself was wounded and con-
ducted by his faithful followers to a place of safety to die a broken-
hearted man in January, 1528. A number of other notable chiefs,
including Hasan Mewati, fell on the field. The slaughter among the
rank and file of the defeated army was terrible ; but Mahmud Lodi
escaped safely. The military power of the Rajputs was crippled,
but not completely broken. They rose again within a few years and
Bahadur Shah of Gujarat and Sher Shah of Delhi had to reckon with
them. The latter (Sher Shah, 1540-45) was so much impressed by
their valour that he had to confess that he had endangered the empire
of Hindustan for a handful of bajra (millet). It is worthy of note that
even after his victory over the Rana, Babur shrank from invading
Rajasthan and provoking the brave Rajputs any further. He stopped
short after acquiring the fortress of Chanderi. The political conse-
quences of the battle were also great. The Rajput ambition of
banishing the foreign rule was completely shattered. Hereafter the
rulers of Rajasthan never made any combined attempt to re-establish
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Hindu rule in northern India. As far as Babur was concerned, his
period of wandering was over. He had no longer to fight for his
safety or that of his newly established kingdom in India. If he was
engaged in warfare, it was for the extension of his dominion or for
putting down rebellions within it. *“Hitherto,” observes Rushbrook
Williams, “‘the occupation of Hindustan might have been looked
upon as a mere episode in Babur's adventure; but from henceforth it
became the key-note of his activities for the remainder of his life . . .
And it is significant of the new stage in his career which this battle
marks that never afterwards does he have to stake his throne and life
upon the issue of a stricken field ... And it is also significant of
Babur’s grasp of vital issues that from henceforth the centre of gra-
vity of his power is shifted from Kabul to Hindustan."

Activities after Khanua : the battle of Ghagara (May 6, 1529)

After this great victory Babur invaded Mewat and entered its
capital, Alwar, on 7th April, 1527. He also took steps to despatch
his troops in various directions to reduce to submission those of the
chiefs and vassals who had repudiated allegiance to him on the eve
of the battle of Khanua. Chandwar and Rapri were recovered.
Etawa was also re-occupied. Babur himself undertook an expedition
against Chanderi, situated near Bhopal and on the border of Bundel-
khand and Malwa, which was in the possession of the famous Rajput
chief Medini Rai, who had acquired for himself the position of a
king-maker of Malwa. The Mughuls besieged him. The garrison
feeling that they could not resist for long, put their women to death
and rushed on the enemy with na'ed swords and were killed almost
to a man. Babur captured the place on 29th January, 1528. He
now felt sccure and gave leave to those of his officers, whose health
was seriously impaired, to return to Kabul. Humayun was sent to
take charge of Badakhshan.

Next he proceeded against Bibban, who had driven away the
Mughuls from Awadh and captured Lucknow. Having crossed the
Ganga he defeated Bibban and drove him into Bengal. A little before
this Mahmud Lodi, who had escaped from Khanua after Rana
Sanga’s defeat, established himself in Bihar and gathered a large
army which was estimated at one lakh strong. At the head of this
force he advanced on Banaras and procceded beyond it as far as
Chunar. He laid siege to the fortress of Chunar ; but, as Babur
proceeded against him, the Afghans were filled with consternation,
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raised the sicge and withdrew. Babur pursued and drove them into
Bengal.

Anxious to put an end to the Afghan menace once for all,
Babur decided to bring them to battle. But he was at peace with
Nusrat Shah of Bengal with whom the Afghan chiefs, headed by
Mahmud Lodi, had taken shelter. So he opened negotiations with
Nusrat Shah, but nothing came out of it. He was obliged, therefore,
to send an ultimatum asking for a passage and, in the event of
refusal, holding him responsible for the consequences. He fought
a battle with the Afghans on the confluence of the Ganga and its
tributary, the Ghagara, on 6th May, 1529. In the conflict, which was
tough, boats and artillery were used by both sides. The Afghans
were defeated. A treaty was now concluded between Babur and
Nusrat Shah. Each party was to respect the sovereignty of the other
and Nusrat Shah agreed not to give shelter to Babur's enemies. This
was Babur's last battle in India. As the result of this contest he
jbecame the sovereign of Bihar, and the Afghan chiefs joined him
{\?vith their troops. He was now in possession of this country from the
Indus to Bihar and from the Himalayas to Gwalior and Chanderi.
The Mughuls had obtained possession of Multan, and, therefore, in
the north-western corner of the country only Sindh remained beyond
the pale of Mughul rule.

LAST DAYS AND DEATH
His conception of sovereignty

Babur had now no major military problem to face as the con-
quest of northern India was complete. But he had to establish a
theory of kingship. The Afghan theory of kingship, according to
which the monarch was the chief among the nobles, was unsuitable
and was likely to give rise to troubles which the country had experi-
enced during the days of the Lodis. Ibrahim had failed to impose his
au.thority, his government was a ‘“‘human concession” and not a
Divine Right monarchy. The title of Sultan did not find favour
with Babur. He had already discarded that of Mirza and styled him-
self I{adshah or Emperor, showing thereby that his was an authority
superior to that enjoyed by the rulers of the Sultanate period. He
believed that the monarch derived his authority from God. In short,
Babur stood for Divine Right monarchy, which met the needs of
the time. The idea was akin to Hindu conception of sovereignty,

according to which the ruler was something more than a mere
human being.
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Babur had decided to make this country his home. In view
of this decision, immediately after his success at Panipat, he occupied
himself during the intervals of leisure to construct for himself a palace
at Agra and to raise buildings at other places, particularly baths, and
to lay out charming and symmetrical gardens which, he said, afforded
shelter from the three curses of Hindustan—heat, dust and wind.
He also spent his leisure in taking steps to restore order in the
empire which had been thrown into confusion during the last years
of Ibrahim Lodi’s reign. His policy was to appoint powerful military
governors to various provinces who could maintain peace and order
in their respective jurisdictions. He wanted to conciliate the people
as far as possible. This work kept him busy during the last six
months of 1529,

Illness and death

Meanwhile Humayun, who had been sent as governor of
Badakhshan after the battle of Khanua, left his charge and returned
to Agra without his father's permission. He was instructed to go to
his jagir at Sambhal, where he fell ill. He was, consequently
brought to Agra by water. Notwithstanding all possible medical
assistance he showed no signs of improvement. Babur consulted the
well-known saint, Abu Baqa, who advised Humayun to seek remedy
from God and give away in charity the most valuable thing in his
possession. Babur intervening said : *‘I am the most valuable thing
that Humayun possesses . . . I shall make myself a sacrifice {for him.
May God, the Creator, accept it."" So saying he walked three times
round the bed of Humayun and said that he had taken his illness
upon himself. Itis said by the chroniclers that a little after this
dramatic incident Babur was taken ill and Humayun began to get
well. While on his death bed, he nominated Humayun his successor
and entrusted his other sons and family to his care. He died on
26th December, 1530. Professor Sri Ram Sharma in a learned
article contributed to the Calcutta Review (1936), disbelieves the
story of Babur's taking away the illness of his son and dying as a
result of this transfer. He has shown that Babur fell ill nearly six
months after the recovery of Humayun from illness. His conclusion
cannot be brushed aside light-heartedly. It is superstitious to ima-
gine that the ailment of one person can be transferred to another by
invocation and prayers. Babur's body was laid to rest at Arambagh
in Agra, whence it was subsequently carried to Kabul and buried



32 THE MUGHUL EMPIRE

at a beautiful spot which had been selected by Babur himself for the
purpose.

Babur’s description of Hindustan

Babur was gifted with uncommon powers of observation.
While travelling through northern India he took care to take note
of the physical features of the country, its climate, flora and fauna,
and the social, economic and cultural conditions of the people. All
these he described in his autobiography. When he entered the heart
of the country it did not impress him much. He looked at it through
a conqueror's eye. His impressions cannot be better described than
in his own words :

*Hindustan," writes Babur, “is a country of few charms. Its
people have no good looks ; of social intercourse, paying and receiv-
ing visits there is none ; of genius and capacity none ; of manners
none ; in handicraft and work there is no form or symmetry, method
or quality ; there are no good horses, no good dogs, no grapes, musk-
melons or first-rate fruits, no ice or cold water, no good bread or
cooked food in the bazars, no hot baths, no colleges, no candles,
torches or candlesticks.

“In place of candle and torch they have a great dirty gang they
call lamp-men (diwati), who in the left hand hold a smallish wooden
tripod to one corner of which a thing like the top of a candlestick is
fixed, having a wick in it about as thick as the thumb. In the right
hand they hold a gourd, through a narrow slit made in which oil is
et to trickle in a thin thread when the wick needs it. Great pcople
keep a hundred or two of these lamp-men. This is the Hindustani
substitute for lamps and candlesticks ! If their rulers and Begs have
‘work at night needing candles, these dirty lamp-men bring these
lamps, go close up and there stand.

“Except their large rivers and their standing-waters which flow
in ravines or hollows (there are no waters), there are no running
waters in their gardens or residences (imaratlar). These residences
have no charm, air (hawa), regularity or symmetry.

“Peasants and people of low standing go about naked. They
tie on a thing called languta, a decency-clout which hangs two spans
below the navel. From the tie of this pendant decency-clout, another
clout is passed between thighs and made fast behind. Women

also ti'e on a cloth (/dng) one-half of which goes round the}waist, the
other is thrown over the head,
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“Pleasant things of Hindustan are that it is a large country
and has masses of gold and silver. Its air in the rains is very fine.
Sometimes it rains 10, 15, or 20 times a day ; torrents pour down all
at once and rivers flow where no water had been. While it rains,
and through the rains, the air is remarkably fine, not to be surpassed
for healthiness and charm. The fault is that the air becomes very
soft and damp. A bow of those (Trans-Oxanian) countries after go-
ing through the rains in Hindustan, may not be drawn even ; it is
ruined ; not only the bow, everything is affected, armour, book, cloth
and utensils all ; a house even does not last long. Not only in the
rains but also in the cold and the hot seasons, the airs are excellent ;
at these times, however, the north-west wind constantly gets up laden
with dust and earth. It gets up in great strength every year in the
heats, under the Bull and Twins, when the rains are near ; so strong
and carrying so much dust and earth that there is no seeing one an-
other. People call this wind Darkener of the Sky (Hindi : Andhi).
The weather is hot under the Bull and Twins, but not intolerably so,
not so hot as in Balkh and Kandhar and not far half so long.

“Another good thing in Hindustan is that it has unnumbered
and endless workmen of every kind. There is a fixed caste (Jam'i)
for every sort ot work and for everything, and it has done that work
or that thing from father to son till now. Mulla Sharaf, writing in
the Zafar Nama about the building of Timur Beg's Stone Mosque,
lays stress on the fact that on it 200 stone-cutters worked, from Azar-
baijan, Fars, Hindustan and other countries. But 680 men worked
daily on my buildings in Agra and of Agra stonc-cutters only ; while
1491 stone-cutters work daily on my buildings in Agra, Sikri, Bayana,
Dholpur, Gwalior and Koil. In the same way there are numberless
artisans and workmen of every sort in Hindustan." (Memoirs, pp.
518-20).

Some of thesc unfavourable observations of Babur were hasty
and sweeping judgments. There is no doubt that he would have re-
vised his opinion and correted himself if he had lived some time
longer in this country. His first impressions were those of a con-
queror who looked down upon the conquered people. The men in
the countryside had fled before him. He could not but imagine
that Indians were unsocial and unsociable. Had he come into
contact with the educated middle and upper class people he would
have known that our forefathers did not suffer from want of intellec-
tual excellence and genius. One need not, therefore, take some of
the remarks of Babur too seriously.
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The Memoirs

The book in which Babur recorded his impressions about our
country is his autobiography, styled the Tuzuk-i-Baburi and popu-
larly known as the Memoirs of Babur. The book was originally
written by Babur during his intervals of leisure in his mother tongue
Turki. It was four times translated into Persian, first by Zain Khan,
next by Payanda Khan and, subsequetnly, by Abdur Rahim Khan
Khana and Mir Abu Talib Turbati. It has been translated into
several European languages, particularly French and English. Three
important translations in English are those of King, Leyden and Ers-
kine, and A. S. Beveridge. The Jast named scholar (Mrs. Beveridge)
translated the work from the original Turki, while the others had
translated it from the Persian version. Beveridge’s translation, there-
fore, is the most authentic and reliable.

Babur’s style is at once plain and graceful. Unlike other
writers of the time he comes straight to the subject, does not give
elaborate introduction and is matter of fact, brief and yet exhaustive
in his descriptions. He was master of a flawless style in Turki. The
work is characterized by a candour and freshness which were all his
own Babur has frankly given his faults, failings and vices as well as
virtues. The entire work reads like a romance. Once a reader
commences reading he wants to finish it, for the interest in the story
never flags. Besides describing political and military events and
giving pen-pictures of notable celebrities of the age, he has given a
detailed description of the physical features and the nature of the
country, its animals and birds, flowers and trees. The Memoirs reveal
Babur as one intensely fond of the beauties of nature and adorned
with essentially human virtues and faults, They are considered to be
one of *‘the most enthralling and romantic works in the literature of
all time.” The book is a first-rate authority on the history of the age.
Unfortunately. it is not complete and all the known copies have three
gaps—from 1508 to 1519, from 1520 to 1525, and from 1529 to 1530,

Character and estimate

By the unanimous consent of historians, contemporary and
quem, l}abur was onc of the most brilliant monarchs of medieval
Asia. His cousin, Mirza Haider, the author of the celebrated
szrikh-i-Rashidi, was of opinion that he was “adorned with various
virtues and clad with numberless excellences, above all which to-
w;red bravery and humanity . , Indeed, no one of his family before
him ever possessed such talents, nor any of his race performed such
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amazing exploits or experienced such strange adventures.” His
daughter Gulbadan Begam in her Humayun Nama spoke of him in a
similar strain. All modern writers have ecchoed the contemporary
authorities. V. A. Smith, for example, called him “the most brilliant
Asiatic prince of his age and worthy of a high place among the
sovereigns of any age or country . . ." Havell considered him to be
“one of the most attractive figures in the history of Islam.” Rush-
brook Williams is all praise for him both as a man and as a king,
while Denison Ross gives him a high place among the sovereigns of
the age.

As A MAN. As a private gentleman Babur's character was
exemplary. He was a very dutiful son. Though his father died while
he was a little over eleven years, he cherished his memory with affec-
tion. He loved his mother and grandmother and maternal grand-
father and showed them regard that bordered on reverence. Though
polygamous like most Muhammadan rulers and noblemen, he was
thoroughly attached to his wives and knew what it was to love one’s
consorts. He was a good friend and not only remembered the
playmates of his boyhood but wept bitterly on their death. He was
a kind relative and went out of his way to assist those of his kinsmen
who needed relief. A believer in the essential goodness of human
nature his heart was full of the milk of human kindness. Though
not altogether free from some of the faults usually associated with
born aristocrats, Babur's private life was, on the whole, marked by
a standard of morality that was rare in the country of his birth and
in the age to which he belonged. He was fond of liquor and some-
times drank to excess : but unlike his son, Humayun, he never
became a slave to intoxicants. His relations with women were gov-
erned by a restraint which was unknown to his Central Asian con-
temporaries. He was not a slave to luxuries, ease or pleasures of life.
Fond of adventures, he was restless in body and mind and took
delight in facing uncommonly dangerous situations in life. Having
been trained in the school of adversity, he had got accustomed to
privation and had developed qualities of courage, patience and
endurance of a high degree. Possessed of physical prowess, he could
fun on a rampart holding two men in his arms. He swam across
every river he met in India except the Ganga, and once, in a fit of
enthusiasm, he crossed the Ganga also and counted his strokes which
were thirty-three.

AS A SCHOLAR. Hardly surpassed in culture and in the urbanity
of his manner, Babur was a great scholar and a lover of fine arts,
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a keen and critical judge of the beauties of nature and an acute
observer of men and things. Accomplished writer of a flawless style
in Turki, he has immortalized himself in his celebrated Memoirs.
He was a first-rate poet of Turki and his Diwan in that language is
an outstanding work of poetry admired by his contemporaries and
posterity alike. He composed poems in Persian also and was the
inventor of a style ol verse called Mubaiyan. Both as a writer and
lover of the fine arts, particularly poetry and music, he possessed a
fastidious and critical taste. He may be called a prince of autobio-
graphers. He bequeathed to posterity a delightful record of his
activity which is full of life-like description of the countries he
visited, their physical features, scenery, climate, productions, works
of arts, industries, condition of the people and accounts even of
animals, birds, flowers and fruits. Though adorned with all the
qualities nceded for scholarship, Babur may be called a soldier-
scholar. He was a soldier first and scholar only next. His learning
and culture did not prevent him from incessant military activity,
nor did they produce in him that softness which is usually associated
with scholarship.

AS A RELIGIOUS MAN. Babur was a staunch Sunni Muham-
madan ; but he was not a religious fanatic and, unlike other orthodox
Sunni rulers, did not consider it to be his duty to persecute non-
Muslims. His belief in Sunni orthodoxy did not prevent him from
making an alliance with Shah Ismail Safawi, the Shia ruler of Persia,
who was notorious for his persecution of the Sunnis in his domi-
nions. He even agreed to encourage the Shia faith in Samarqand.
Babur had so complete a faith in God that he has been called essen-
tially a man of faith. He used to repeat : **Nothing happens but by
the will of God.  Reposing ourselves on his protection, we must go
forward.” He believed that God was guiding his steps. He always
thanked Him for all his victories and believed that they were the
results of His grace. It was difficult for him to rise above the
circumstances of the age in India. He did not follow an enlightened
and liberal r‘elig?ous policy towards our people! He described the
death of Raja Vikramajit of Gwalior and of other Hindus as their
going to !wl],! declared a holy war (Jihad) against Rana Sanga and
incited his men to fight agairist him as a religious duty. After his

1
The so-called Bhupal document purporting to be Babur's advice (in Persian,

not in Turki) to his son Humayun i is ficti
tious and deserey peon Hum a¥ten tti?) :e tolerant towards the Hindus is ficti-

*  Memoirs, p. 477.
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victory he assumed the title of Ghazi (slayer of the infidel). Against
Medini Rai of Chanderi, too, he fought a Aoly war and behaved like
a Sunni bigot. He mutilated and defaced beautiful statues in the fort
of Gwalior.! His mosque at Ayodhya was built on the spot which
was revered by millions of Hindus as the birth-place of Shri Rama
Chandra. He discriminated against the Hindu trader when he abo-
lished the stamp duty for all Muslim merchants, while allowing it to
remain at the old rate for the non-Muslim section of the trading
community. But in fairness to him, it may be added that his attitude
towards his new subjects in this country was not as bad as that of
the rulers of the Sultanate period.

AS A SOLDIER AND GENERAL. From almost cradle to grave
Babur had to fight for the safety of his life and throne and
for making aggressive conquests. Thus, from his very boyhood,
he was pre-eminently a soldicr. He was ‘‘an admirable horseman,
a fine shot, a good swordsman and a mighty hunter.” Besides, he
was possessed of great physical prowess and courage, spirit of adven-
ture, contempt of death and uncommon patience and power of
endurance. He was an equally good general and leader of men.
Endowed with the habitual air of command, he could instinctively
exact obedience from his followers and troops. Being naturally fond
of the company of his soldiers and master of the Kingly gift of judging
human character, he made himself thoroughly understood by his men
and officers and was, therefore, very popular with them. It wasa
matter of delight to him to suffer privations along with his troops.
From his Memoirs we learn that during the course of one of his
expeditions, he, accompanied by his men, rushed to take refuge in a
small mountain cave and save himself from a terrible snow-fall. After
clearing the snow with his own hands he secured a small space for
himself to sit near the mouth of the cave. His men insisted that he
should go inside so as to have a little comfort, but Babur would not
agree as he was anxious to share the place with his troops. I felt,”
writes he, *‘that for me to be in warm shelter and comfort whilst my
men were in the snow and drift, for me to be sleeping at case inside,
whilst my men were in misery and distress, was not a man's act, and
far from comradeship. What strong man can stand I would stand ;
for, as the Persian proverb says, ‘In the company of friends, Death is
a nuptial feast." So I remained in the snow and wind in the hole that
I had dug out, with snow four hands thick on my head and back and
ears.”” But though so fond of his troops he was stern when it was

' Jbid., p. 612,
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necessary to be so. He was a strict disciplinarian and would not
allow his familiarity with his men to stand in the way of discipline.
He put down disobedience and even slackness of discipline with a
strong hand. He would even put those of his troops to death who
were guilty of excesses. “I put some of them to death,’ writes he,
“and slit the noses of some others and had them led about the camp
in that condition." And this was to punish the troops guilty of
plunder and excesscs at Bhera. As a general he made a clever
sythesis of the various tactics and systems of warfare that he had
met with during the course of his long struggle with diverse peoples
in Central Asia. He was one of the first Asian rulers to make an
effective use of artillery. His generalship became responsible for
splendid victories against numerically superior adversaries in this
country. But Babur cannot be described as a heaven-born general
like Changiz Khan or Timur ; nor can he be called a fearless and
chivalrous warrior of the type of Rana Sanga. In his early days
Babur had seldom won a battle. He was beaten times out of num-
ber and driven out from his home-land. Despite Rushbrook Williams'
culogy. Babur had gradually become a first-rate general through a
career of military defeats, adventurous wanderings and contact with
diverse war-like races.

AS A RULER AND DIPLOMAT. As is natural for a successful mili-
tary leader like him. Babur displayed the qualities of a firm ruler not
only at a mature age in India but also in his home-land in Trans-
Oxiana. He maintained peace and discipline among his subjects. In his
wide dominions, that extended from Badakhshan to the eastern bound-
ary of Bihar, he took steps to protect his subjects from the oppression
of freebooters. He kept the roads safe for communication between
the principal parts of his dominions. He also saw that the local poten-
tates did not practise tyranny over the people. His court was not
only a centre of culture, but also one of rigid discipline. As a ruler
he prized the welfare of his subjects and strove hard to give them
protection from internal disturbances and external invasions. But he
had no idea nor ability to improve the moral and material conditions
of his subjects. He was a good diplomat and the message that he
sent to his uncle, Ahmad Mirza, in 1494, when he was a boy of a
littl_e over elevgn years. shows that the gift was natural. Perhaps he
believed that sincerity was the best diplomacy. He could make out
a good gase before undertaking an expedition against an opponent.
Babur dlsplay?d greater diplomacy in his dealings with the people of
Kabuyl than with his kinsmen in Farghana and Samarquand and his
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success in I.ndla: was due_, in no small measure, to his consummate
diplomacy in .leldlf)g his enemies. In the words of Denison Ross
“the manner in which he played off the rebellious amirs of Sultan
Ibrahim against each other was worthy of a Machiavelli.”

AS AN ADMINISTRATOR. Although so successful as a soldier
and conqueror, Babur was a poor administiator. He was not
endowed with a constructive genius. Everywhere he allowed old
and out-of-date institutions to remain and made no attempt to
replace them by a new and more up-to-date machinery of adminis-
tration. 1In fact, he was incapable of doing so. In our country
his activities were destructive, not constructive. The old adminis-
trative machinery of the Sultanate of Delhi had crumbled as the
result of the Mughul onslaught, but Babur made no attempt to
give a good system of administration to the land. He divided the
territory among his chiefs and officials and entrusted to them the
work of administration. Military governorships were thus set up.
They were semi-independent and were held together by the only
bond which was the person of the emperor. Babur’s empire was,
thus, as Erskine observes, ‘‘rather a congeries of little states under
one prince than one regular and uniformly governed kingdom.
Many of the hill and frontier districts yielded a little more than a
nominal submission.” Each local governor had his own system of
administration and enjoyed power of lile and death over the people
within his jurisdiction. All that he was required to do was to assist
the emperor with his contingent of troops whenever he was summoned
to do so, and to remit annual revenues to the central treasury.
Otherwise he was independent. Babur did not take steps to establish
a common revenue system for the empire. No attempt was made to
survey the land and fix a uniform demand on the basis of the actual
produce of the soil. Judicial administration was also haphazard.
Thus, “there was little uniformity in the political situation of the
different parts of this vast empire. Hardly any law could be regar-
ded universal but that of the un-restrained power of the prince.”

Not gifted with insight into the intricacies of figurcs, Babur was
a poor financier. He did not realize that the success of administra-
tion depended upon sound finance, and squandered away the
immense wealth that he had the good luck to acquire in the treasuries
of Delhi and Agra. His lavish but misplaced generosity caused a
financial deficit. Even then he took another wrong step and sacri-
ficed a large amount of revenue by remitting the stamp duty levied
on Muslims just before the battle of Khanua, He realized very soon
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that the day-to-day administration could not be carried on withopt
money and was obliged to impose additional taxes in order to obtain
necessary equipment for the army and to pay the salaries of the troops
and the civil establishment. Next, he was compelled to have the
recourse to imposing a heavy fee on all office-holders. Every official
was required to pay a certain fixed sum to the royal treasury. This
produced disastrous results. Offices began to be purchased b‘y money
and merit ccased to be the criterion for government appointments.
Notwithstanding these measures, financial stringency continued and
his son and successor, Humayun, had to suffer from the eftects of
financial breakdown. Thus Babur, by reason of the limitations of
his genius, had created a system of administration that could function
in the time of war only. ¢As it was,” rightly observes Rushbrook
Williams, ‘‘he bequeathed to his son a monarchy which could be
held together only by the continuance of war conditions ; which in
times of peace was weak, structureless and invertebrate.” Babur was
not a little responsible for the troubles of his son, Humayun.

His place in history

As a king Babur does not occupy a prominent place in the his-
tory of his mother-land, Trans-Oxiana, from where he was driven
out unceremoniously to scek shelter in Kabul. Nor is his memory
cherished by the Afghans, as he carried out no useful administrative
reforms in Afghanistan which posterity might associate with his
name. In the history of India he would have been forgotten, if after
the expulsion of his son Humayun, the country had been lost to the
Mughuls once for all. But it was fortunate that he had a grandson
like Akbar who laid the foundation of the Mughul empire so deep
that it took root in the soil and continued to flourish for over 200
years. It was, therefore, Akbar and not his grandfather who can be
said to have been the real founder of the Mughul empire in this land.
Babur only laid the first stone in the foundation of that empire.
Hence his place in Indian history is that of a conqueror and of the
layer of the foundation-stone of the great Mughul empire which was
re-established with a magnificent administrative super-structure by
his grandson. Akbar the Great,

Babur would have been remembered and his memory cherished
in the world of letters and biography, even if he had failed to
conquer Hindustan and to bequeath it to his son. To the general
reafic_:r it is his charming personality that is more attractive than his
political achievement. His was a most interesting personality in the
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history of the world. He was one of these restless men “who are
so active in mind and body that they are never idie and always find
time for everything."” In him were blended the happy and harmoni-
ous virtues of a great prince and a good man. He was so jovial,
frank and buoyant in spirit that no privation, distress or misfortune
could disturb the equanimity of his temper. Adventure was the very
breath of his life. He was at times ferocious and even cruel, but
this was but a momentary phase of his otherwise sweet, genial and
affectionate disposition. *Babur is,”" observes Stanely Lane-Poole,
“perhaps the most captivating personality in Oriental history. and
the fact that he is able to impart this charm to his own Memoirs is
not the least of his title to fame. He is the link between Central
Asia and India, between predatory hordes and Imperial government,
between Timur and Akbar. The blood of the two great scourages of
Asia, the Mongol and the Turk, Changiz and Timur, mixed in his
veins, and to the daring and restlessness of the nomad Tatar he joined
the culture and urbanity of the Persian . .. His place in biography
and in literature is determined rather by his daring adventures and
persevering efforts in his earlier days, and by the delightful Memoirs
in which he has related them . . . The power and pomp of Babur's
dynasty are gone, the records of his life—the littera scripta that mocks
at time—remain unaltercd and imperishable."
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Humayun (1530-1556)

Early life (1568-1530)

Nasiruddin Muhammad Humayun was born at Kabul on March
6, 1508. His mother, Mahim Begam, who was married by Babur
in 1506, was probably a Shia. As Babur had come to a settled life
in Afghanistan, very good arrangements must have been made for
the education of his eldest son. He learnt Turki, Arabic and Persian.
But careless in spelling and style, he does not seem to have acquired
scholarly precision in composition and thought. We are told that
he picked up some Hindi also after Babur's conquest of northern
India. Besides literature and poetry, he was interested in mathe-
matics, philosophy. astronomy and astrology. Military training also
formed part of his education. While yet a boy he was associated by
his father with civil and military administration and was appointed
governor of Badakhshan at the age of twenty. On the eve of the
battle of Panipat he was sent to encounter one of the Afghan
advance-parties under Hamid Khan Humayun defeated Hamid
Khan near Hisar Firuza. He was then eighteen and it was his first
experience of battle. Subsequently he fought at Panipat and Khanua
and had a number of other encounters with the Afghans. In 1526
he was assigned the district of Hisar Firuza and was, subsequently,
given Sambhal in jagir. After the battle of Khanua he was sent to
take charge of Badhakhshan, but he abandoned it after two years
and returned to Agra in 1529. He was then sent to manage his jagir
of Sambhal from where he had to be brought to Agra owing to
illness. He was already the heir-apparent. While on death-bed,
Babur nominated him his successor and commended him to his
officers.

Accession (December 30, 1530)

Between Babur's death (26th December) and Humayun's acces-
sion (30th December) there was a four-day gap during which a
conspiracy was formed to set him aside and place Mahdi Khwaja on
the throne. The Prime Minister, Nizam-ud-din Ali Muhammad
Khalifa, who had formed an unfavourable opinion of Humayun,
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thought that the interest of the state would be better served by ignor-
ing his claims and getting the approval of high officials to the acces-
sion of Mahdi Khwaja, who was Babur's brother-in-law and husband
of the late monarch’s sister, Khanzada Begam and an experienced
and competent administrator. Humayun, on the other hand, had
not shown much promise, had opened some of the treasure-chests at
Delhi and appropriated their contents without his father's permission
and abandoned his post at Badakhshan which amounted to a dere-
liction of duty. Moreover, being a veteran judge of human character
the Khalifa must have seen that the prince was lacking in the
qualities of application and perseverance and insight into human
affairs. Kamran, Askari and Hindal were rejected on the ground of
young age and inexperience. The plot reached its culmination before
the death of Babur. But the Khalifa changed his mind before it
could be executed. Nizam-ud-din Ahmad, author of the Tabgat-i-
Akbari, whose father, Muhammad Muqim, was an eye witness of the
incident that obliged the Khalifa to abandon the project of giving
the throne to Mahdi Khwaja, says that after the prime minister had
left the apartment of Mahdi Khwaja. the latter said to himself in a
loud tone, “God willing, my first act (as king) would be to flay you
and the other traitors.' Muqim, who had overheard these words
reported them to the prime minister. The Khalifa thereupon aban-
doned the project and the conspiracy came to an end. Humayun’s
coronation cercmony took place on December 30, 1530.

HIS DIFFICULTIES

A. Internal
THE AFGHANS, Humayun found the throne of Delhi a bed of
thorns. The Mughul empire, which included the provinces of Balkh,
Qunduz and Badakhshan in Central Asia and the Punjab, Multan,
the modern Uttar Pradesh, Bihar. Gwalior, Dholpur, Bayana and
Chanderi in India, was an imperfectly reduced and ill-organized
dominion. Several powerful chiefs, particularly the Afghans within
the empire, had been left unsubdued. Mahmud Lodi, brother of
the late Sultan Ibrahim, had not given up the ambition of recovering
his ancestral throne from the Mughuls, Sher Khan Sur was on the
look-out for an opportunity of welding the Afghans into a powerful
community so as to carve out an independent kingdom with their
assistance. Besides, there were Bibban and Bayazid who waited for
a convenient time to return and re-occupy the territory from which
they had been expelled, Nusrat Shah of Bengal was actively back-
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ing up the Afghan cause. Alam Khan, who was one of the notables
responsible for inviting Babur to India, was a refugee at the court of
Bahadur Shah of Gujarat. Bahadur Shah supplied him with money
and enabled him to collect a large army which was sent under his
son, Tatar Khan, to invade Agra.

THE MirzAs. Humayun’s most formidable rivals were his own
near relatives, specially thosc Timurides who claimed kinship with
Babur and were styled as the Mirzas. The first of these was Muham-
mad Zaman Mirza. He was a grandson of Sultan Husain Baiqra of
Herat and had married Humayun's half-sister, Masuma Begam. He
was an experienced soldier. but a very turbulent and restless man,
and so ambitious that he did not think it beyond his capacity to
occupy the throne of Delhi. The next notable Mirza was Muham-
mad Sultan who, too, was a descendant of Timur and an aspirant for
the throne of Hindustan. The third was Mahdi Khwaja, whom
Babur's prime minister had marked out for succession. He had,
however, missed the opportunity owing to lack of discretion. Never-
theless, being the commander of a powerful division of the imperial
army and a near relative of the late king, he considered himself to be
equal to Humayun. There were other high officials who also were
Chaghtai Turks and related to the Mughul ruling family., Being
masters of large territories and powerful contingents of troops they
entertained high ambitions and were desirous of setting themselves
up as rivals of the new king.

HIs BROTHERS. Besides the Mirzas, Humayun had his own
brothers to contend with. The first among them was Kamran, who
was Humayun's junior by six years. He was already in charge of
Kabul and Kandhar. He cast his covetous eye on the throne of
Delhi. His next brother, Askari. was eight years younger than
Humayun. The last was Hindal who was Askari's junior by two
years. They too were factious, turbulent and ambitious, but they
were not possessed of outstanding ability or strength of character.
Lane-Poole rightly observes that being ‘‘ever weak and shifty, Askari
and Hindal were dangerous only as tools for ambitious men to play
upon.”

LEGACY FROM BARUR. Babur was not a little responsible for
Humayun's initial difficulties. He had not been able to establish a
good system of administration and had taken no steps to win over
his new subjects who looked upon the Mughuls as unwelcome foreig-
ners. The royal treasury had been exhausted by his injudicious and
misplaced generosity and from its very start Humayun’s administra-
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_ tion was faced with a financial crisis. The grant of military jagirs had
created big military chicfs who would not like to submit to the
dictates of the new ruler, who, they knew, was weak and vacillating.
Babur's last advice that the ncw king should treat his brothers well,
even though they did not deserve it, kept ringing in Humayun’s eazs.
Being a dutiful son, he would not disregard the advice, though he had
to pay dearly for trying to follow it under all circumstances. Thus
Babur had left to his sun a legacy which was of a precarious nature.

B. External

Among Humayun’s cxternal rivals the king of Bengal and that
of Gujarat were specially noteworthy. The Bengali monarch be-
lieved that his treaty with Babur had lapsed with the latter’s death.
He was openly backing up the Afghans of Bihar. Bahadur Shah of
Gujarat was a soldier of note and had formed the scheme of conquer-
ing Malwa and Mcwar. But the greatest ambition of his life was to
occupy the throne of Delhi. A consummate diplomat that he was, he
entered into an understanding with the Afghans of Bihar to co-operate
with him in a common endeavour for expclling the Mughuls from India.

C. Personal

At this critical juncture in the history of the Mughuls in India it
was necessary that their ruler should be possessed of soldierly talent
of a high order, diplomatic skill and political wisdom, and face any
situation with courage and equanimity. But, though about 23 years
of age, Humayun lacked all the above qualitics. Although gifted with
intellectual ability and fond of literature, he was devoid of military
genius and strength of will. He lacked wisdom and insight into poli-
tical and administrative affairs. Besides, he was not & man of appli-
cation and perseverance and was wanting in the qualities of quick
decision and prompt execuiion. In short, as Lane-Poole rightly
observes, “he lacked character and resolution. He was incapable of
sustained efforts, and after a moment of triumph would bury himself
in his harem and dream away the precious hours in the opium-eater’s
paradise, whilst his enemies werc thundcring at the gate. Naturally
kind, he iorgave when he should have punished ; light-hearted and
sociable, he revelled at the table when he ought to have been in the
saddle. His character attracts but never dominates. In private
life he might have been a delightful companion ; his virtues were
Christian and his whole life was that of a gentleman. But as king he
was a failure.” Thus Humayun was his own difficulty, and he
proved to be his worst enemy.
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HIS MISTAKES

Division of the empire

From the very commencement of his reign Humayun began to
betray lack of decision. The first mistake he committed was to
divide the empire among his brothers and cousins. Instead of
keeping his brothers, who were his jealous rivals, under effective
control, he made them partners in his kingdom. Sulaiman Mirza was
confirmed in Badhakhshan. Hindal, after his return from Badakhshan,
was given in jagir the extensive territory of Mewat which comprised
modern Alwar, the districts of Gurgaon and Mathura and part of
Agra. He was sent to Alwar, its capital, at the head of a powerful
contingent of troops. Askari was given the district of Sambhal in
assignment. It was as extensive and populous as Mewat. Kamran,
who was openly hostile, was not only confirmed in the possession of
Kabul and Kandhar, but was also allowed to obtain posscssion by
force of the Punjab and the district of Hisar Firuza. By acquiescing
in the forcible seizure of the Punjab and Hisar, Humayun struck at
the root of tne integrity of his father's empire. The transfer of the
Indus region and Kabul and Kandhar to Kamran deprived him of
the best recruiting ground for his army. The Mughuls used to draw
their troops from Central Asia. Kamran's presence as a de facto
ruler of Afghanistan and Punjab cut Humayun off from contact
with Central Asia and prevented him from getting recruits from
beyond the Indus. By capturing Hisar, Kamran secured possession
of the high road between the Punjab and Delhi. Humayun failed to
appreciate the fatal consequences of the policy of a large-scale distri-
bution of territory among military officials for which his father had
been responsible.  As if not content with dividing the empire among
his brothers, he increased the jagir of everyone of his amirs. This
encouraged insubordination among the top-ranking Mughul officials
and caused him endless worry.

Expedition to Kalinjar (1531)

Within six months of his accession Humayun proceeded to
besiege the fortress of Kalinjar in Bundelkhand. The ruler of the
fortress was supposed to have been in sympathy with the Afghans.
The siege lasted for a few months, and Humayun was obliged to
make peace and accept a huge indemnity from the Raja in order to
proceed hurriedly to deal with the Afghan menace in the east. The
Kalinjar expedition was a mistake. The Raja could not be beaten, and
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Humayun failed to realize his object. He could have easily been
won over and converted into a friend by tactful policy.

First expedition against the Afghans ; First siege of Chunar (1532)

Humayun had been obliged to abandon the siege ot Kalinjar as
the Afghans of Bihar under Mahmud Lodi were marching on the
Mughul province of Jaunpur which was held by Junaid Barlas,
younger brother of the prime minister, Khalifa. Junaid, who could
not withstand the attack, retreated. The Afghans advanced as far
as the modern town of Nawabganj in Barabanki district. Humayun
had an encounter with Mahmud Lodi in Dauhria in August, 1532,
The Afghans were defeated and fled back towards Bihar in confusion.
Next, Humayun besieged the fortress of Chunar which was held by
Sher Khan. The siege lasted for four months (September to
December, 1532). Instead of conquering it, Humayun abandoned
the siege and accepted from Sher Khan “‘a purely perfunctory sub-
misston”’ according to which the latter placed a contingent of Afghan
troops under his son, Qutb Khan, at the disposal of the Mughul
emperor. He then returned to Agra, allowing Sher Khan an oppor-
tunity to develop his resources and increase his power. This was
his third mistake.

Wastage of time and money (1533-1534)

Although disturbing news continued to arrive from Gujarat
where Bahadur Shah was consistently following a policy of self-
aggrandizement, Humayun wasted the next year and a half in feasts
and festivities at Agra and Delhi. His treasury was empty, and yet
he spent considerable sums of money on banquets and distribution
of rewards and rich robes of honour to thousands of his vassals and
officials. He wasted time and money on the grand project of building
a big citadel at Delhi which he named Din Panah. He thus gave t me
to Bahadur Shah to add to his territory and power.

War with Bahadur Shah (1535-1536) ; Conquest and loss of Malwa
and Gujarat

In spite of his conciliatory policy Humayun could not win
over Muhammad Zaman Mirza and Muhammad Sultan Mirza, who
were given jagirs in Bihar and Kanauj respectively. To convert
him into a staunch friend and supporter, Humayun confirmed
Muhammad Zaman as governor of Bihar. In July 1534, the two
Mirzas, in alliance with Wali Khub Mirza, broke out into rebellion ;
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but they were defeated. Muhammad Zaman Mirza was taken
prisoner and ordered to be blinded. But he managed to escape
from being blinded and fled ro Bahadur Shah of Gujarat (Nov. 1544),
Humayun requested Bahadur Shah to deliver the prisoner back to
him, which the latter refused to do. He had already given shelter
to a number of Afghan enemies of the Mughul ruler, specially Alam
Khan Lodi, and supported them in their design on the emperor’s
territory. Bahadur Shah was an ambitious ruler. He had already
annexed Malwa (1531), captured the fortress of Raisen (May 1532)
and besieged and defeated the Sisodia chief of Chittor (1533). He
had considerably added to his military strength by raising a corps of
musketeers and securing the services of a notable gunner, Rumi
Khan of Constantinople. He was fired with the ambition of acquir-
ing Delhi and making himsell emperor of northern India. He was,
thercfore, not in a mood to listen to Humayun's demand. A long
and acrimonious correspondence followed, ending in the declaration
of war. This was inevitable, for a coutinucd expansion of the dominion
of Gujarat towards Rajasthan and Central India must have alarmed
Humayun. Morcover, Bahadur Shah had already assisted Tatar
Khan, son of Alam Khan Lodi, in equipping a powerful army and
invading and capturing Bayana, which belonged to the Mughuls.
Humayun was obliged to despatch his brothers, Askari and Hindal,
who recovered the fortress and defeated and killed Tatar Khan at
Mandrael (Nov. 1534).

Humayun now personally procceded against Bahadur Shah,
who was then conducting the second siege of Chittor. Being hard
pressed, Rana Vikramaditya's mother Karameti (Karnawati) ap-
pealed to Humayun for assistance and sent him a rukhi, indicating
that it was now his duty, as a brother, to save his sister (the Rani)
from the clutches of an enemy. It is said that Humayun accepted
the present and proceeded towards Chittor. But he stopped short at
Sarangpur (January 1535). Bahadur Shah was alarmed ; but he,
correctly relying on his conviction that the Mughul ruler would follow
the Muslim tradition of refraining from an attack on a brother-in-
faith engaged in a war with 4 non-Muslim, pressed on with the siege.
He was right. Being more superstitious than political, Humayun
thought it sinful to attack Bahadur Shah while he was fighting with
an infidel like the Rana. This was Humayun's great blunder. He
lost a splendid opportunity of winning the Rajput sympathy and
support, “‘the inestimable worth of which was later realized by his son,
Akbar.”" Chittor fcll after a heroic resistance (March 8, 1535). The
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women sommitted the fearful rite of jauhar and the city was given up
to plunder which lasted for three days. By this time Humayun had
moved on and reached near Mandasor, sixty miles from Chittor.
Bahadur Shah, instead of attacking the Mughuls boldly with his
victorious army, took up a defensive position and was literally besieg-
ed in his camp. His supplies ran short and he was faced with the
prospect of starvation. So he fled during the night of April 25, 1535,
and took shelter in the fort of Mandu.

The noise caused in Bahadur Shah's camp made the Mughuls
believe that the enemy was about to launch an attack. Consequently
Humayun spent the night on horse-back and his troops were kept
in readiness for battle. In the morning the truth became known and
a body of cavalry was sent to pursue Bahadur Shah. Humayun soon
besieged the fortress of Mandu. Bahadur Shah opened negotiations.
Meanwhile, some of the Mughuls climbed the city-wall and opened
the gate. Thereupon, Bahadur Shah took shelter in the citadel and
then fled (1st June, 1535) to Champaner, about 28 miles {from Baroda.
After occupying the whole of Malwa Humayun proceeded rapidly
to Champaner and besieged the fort. Bahadur Shah lost heart and
fled (15th June, 1535) to Cambay, where he destroyed the fleet he
had got together for fighting the Portuguese. From Cambay he
escaped to Diu. Humayun continued the pursuit and reached
Cambay, where his camp was attacked by a local chief, but the
attackers were beaten and repulsed with great slaughter. From
Cambay Humayun returned to Champaner (1st July) which was
still in the hands of a Gujarati officer, named lkhtiyar Khan.
Speedy arrangements were made to re-invest the fortress which stood
in the midst of a dense jungle. Four months passed, but the Mughuls
made no progress in the siege. Fortunately, one day Humayun saw
some villagers come out of the jungle and guessed that the wall on
that side must be low enough to admit people in. One night, there-
fore, he divised a means of scaling the wall with the help of spikes
which were driven into the mortar between the stones of the wall.
He ordered an attack on the other parts of the fortress to continue so
as to divert the enemy's attention, and himself along with his men
climbed the wall during the moon-lit night. The Gujaratis were
terrified and confused and Humayun's men, taking advantage of
this, captured the gate. Ikhtiyar Khan was obliged to surrender on
August 6, 1535. The Emperor acquired great booty, as Champaner
was a repository of the Gujarati king’s treasure.

The capture of Mandu and Champaner was a great achieve-
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ment. But Humayun made no arrangements to consolidate his rule,
and wasted several weeks in merriment and pleasure. He squandered
the large treasure that had fallen into his hands at Champaner.
The administrative confusion in Gujarat enabled Bahadur Shah to
send his trusted officer Imad-ul-mulk to Ahmadabad to collect
revenues. Imad-ul-mulk took steps to restore the administration.
He was joined by a large number of troops, and by spending money
out of his collections he enlisted a powerful force. Humayun was
now roused from his slumber. He sent his brother, Askari, to
encounter Imad-ul-mulk. Imad-ul-mulk surprised Askari, but the
latter won a victory over him. Meanwhile, Humayun had advanced
to the support of his brother and captured Ahmadabad (Oct. 1535).
He now appointed Askari governor of Gujarat and deputed Hindu
Beg, an experienced officer, to assist him, while he himself set about
to make preparations for attacking Diu where Bahadur Shah had
taken shelter. But he found it impossible to undertake this task, as
he received disquieting news from Malwa, where, owing to the
absence of an organized administration, the Mughul troops were
driven away by rebels to Ujjain. Humayun was obliged to return
to Mandu (22nd February, 1536). Herc again he allowed himsel{
to fall into sloth. Meanwhile, Gujarat again fell into confusion. His
departure from there proved to be a signal of revolt. Bahadur Shah,
who was in possession of a fleet, secured assistance tfrom the Portu-
guese and some African slaves and recovered a number of towns
from the Mughuls. Askari became nervous and neglected protection
of the province and cared for his own safety only. The local Gujarati
chiefs, who were dissatisfied with Mughul rule, invited Bahadur
Shah to return. He collected an army and proceeded towards
Ahmadabad. At this critical juncture, when Askari could not expect
any help from Humayun, he found his men hopelessly divided. Some
of his advisers urged the desirability of declaring himself independent
of Humayun in the hope that such a step would encourage his troops.
Meanwhile, Bahadur Shah reached near Ahmadabad. After a slight
warfare Askari abandoned his position, and fled towards Champaner
(A.pril 1.536)‘ The loyalty of Tardi Beg, the governor of the place,
foiled his plan of capturing the treasure in the Champaner fortress,
and declaring himself independent there. He moved on towards
Agra (April 21, '1536). By this time Bahadur Shah had reached near
Champaner, which obliged Tardi Beg to abandon that fortress (April
22, 1536) afxd retreat to Mandu with whatever treasure he could
carry. Gujarat was thus lost after an occupation of a little more






