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TREFACE.

A preceding volume of this serics opened with the
foliowing motable quootation from o reeent work of the
greatest of living TFrench oriutalists, Prof. Sylvain Livi. ¢
‘In the gmeat movement of exchange which constitutes from
time immemorial the organie life of the whole of mankind,
India has larmely miven ss she has largely roceived.””  No
words conld moro truly deseribe the results of the contart
between [ndin and  Alghanistan dwing the centuries
preceding  the  Mohammadan . congquest  when  Indian
cilture  was  still @ living forge instinet with the
spirit of agowsdive vigonr Situated at  the gatowny
of the Indian eentinent whenee it eommands oll the main
lines of its inland eommuonication with Western  and
Eustern Asia, Afghanistan has been the channel throngh
which have flowel the pumerous cultural and ether in-
Huences that have shaped the history of India in the past,
Ou the other hand the Indian influenecs, cspecially vnder
the wrge of the great movement for cultural expansion
associated with Duddhism, have overflowel the westorm
frontiers of Indin aml the signz of their triumph are
writ large uot anly in the existing monuments of Afehani-
atan, the stopas, images, cave-shrines, pillars and the like,
but were abundantly illustratel in the prevailing  forms of
religion, language and social manoers before they were
engulied by the advancing tide of Islam.  Verily the
history of Greater India would be lacking in some of its
important chapbers, if the story of India’s cultural contaet
with its western neighbour were left untold,
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The present monograph was undertaken at the request
of my friend and colleague, Dr. Kalidas Nar, o whom my
best thanks are doe 1 have also to thank my friends
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on my subject. Finally I wust not omit to express my
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ATTENDIX
On the History of Adrchacologicel Erplorations
tn Afghanisian

The history of explorations of antiquities in Afghani-
stan may fittingly commence with the mention of the
ill-fated journey of two Englshmen from India to the
eountry of Turkestan in the first quarter of the 158th
mlturv William Mooreroft, a veterinary surgetn who
held the post of Enlpermtmd?m of the East India Com-
peny’s military stud, was filled with the idea of importing
the Turkoman breed of horses for improving the Company's
remounts and of cpening & profitable  trade between
British India and Turkestan. With a young companion
George Treboek, the son of an English selicitor practisin
in Calentta, he etarted on his perilous journey in lﬂlﬂs
and after em:-:mntering many difficalties and dmnppmnh-
ments which might will have shaken a leas resolute heart
he at lemzth reached Bokharn by way of Lé and Kahul.
Cn their way back both the travellers were seized with
an aftack of fever to which they eventuslly sucoumbed
in 1825, Their solitary graves at and near Balkh were
the mournful memorials of this unfortunate and ill-
advised adventure. The account of their travels was made
pecessible to the public some time afterwards in 1831 by
the labours of the distinguished Orientalist H. H. Wilson.
From it we learn how they were the first Europeans to
explore the stfipas of Afghanistan and visit the colossl at
Bamiyan. But meanwhile a young Brtish officer.
Lieutenant Alexapder Durnes, had been tempted, by
the prospect of visiting the placss conquersd
by Alexander and of exploring the Oxuos, to
undertalke a journey acress the T'anjab ond themce
through Peshawar to Bokhara. Accompanied by & medical
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officer Dr. James Gerard he successfully accomplished
his mission in 1832 ; it is interesting to note that a young
Hindu, Mohan Lal "of Cashmere family™ attended the
mission of Burmes as his Persion Munshi, In giving an
aceount of his journey Burnes recorded notices of the

ea" the “eaven in rocks” and the “towers” in.the
Jelalabad and Kabul regions and above all he described the
“Buts of Bamiyan'" which he gravely remarked “existed
before the time of Mubammad and when the country was
possessed by Kafis under the dominion of Zohak whose
reign was antecedent to Christianity”, Almost imme-
diately after this time apother intrepid traveller entered
the Afphan country and began that systematic exploration
of ita antiquities which was destined to throw the work
of hizs predecessors inte the shade. This was Charles
Mnsson, an American, one of whose chief incentives to
archaeological research in that dangerous country was his
desire to identify the site of Alexandria wunder the
Caucasus, cne of the colomies founded by the mighty
Macedonian. The quolities displayed by Masson in the
course of his search for antiquities—uanbounded capacity
for physieal endurance, keonness of observation and skill
in eollecting all interesting information—have deservedly
won for him the anstinted admiration of the greatest living
nuthnrlt}' on the art of Gandhfra school® Daring his stay
in Afehanistan from 1834 to 1837, this daring explorer
was able to open numbers of sifipas in the Jelalabad and
Eahul regions and was rewarded with the discovery of
wonderful relic caskets, coins and other antiquities. 1at
was of more immediate importance, he acquired at the
cost of the East India Company & hoard of over 30,000
coins, (Freek, Scythian, Hindu, Sassanide and Mu]jammardan,
which were mostly obtained from an ancient site called
Begram about 25 miles to the north-east of Kabul The
results of his explorations were given out to the world in

* Bee Fomcher, N I'Tte e de Hha Ten
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the form of three successive Memoirs contributed to the
Journal of the Asiatic Sceiety of Benga] (1835 and 1836)
and were afterwards published by H. H. Wilson in the
Ariana Antiqgua (London, 1841) along with o Memoir from
Masson's pen. The numismatic discoveries of Masson at
omce roused wide-spread interest, and they formed the
subject of some learned contributions to the Asiatic
Bociety’s Journal from the pen of the illastrious James
Prinsep. Interest in the Bactrian and Indo-Greek coins
was roused on the Continent at the same time by the
arrival of Dr. Honigherger who had formerly been a medicel
officer in the service of Mabaraja Kanjit Singh and had
carried out some minor exeavations in the Jelalabad region.
Shortly after this time there broke out the cotastrophs
of the First Afghan War which led, by a nataral sequel,
to Afghanistan becoming a forbidden land for Eurcpean
visitors. Even during the critical years of the war, how-
ever, it was possible for an English officer, Licutenant Vin-
cent Eyre, who was a prisoner in the hands of the Afghans,
to examiue the Bamiyan Caves. His account, brief and
imperfeet as it was,appearced subsequently in a work which
he wrote under the title The Military Operations al
Kabul with a Journal of {mprisonment indfghanistan,
Not loap afterwards a ﬂariugmltl':‘mnch officer, J. P. Ferrier,
desirous of seeking his fortune at the court of Lahore,
performed an adventurous journey in disguise from Bagded
overland to Lahore, in the course of which he visited
certain  Buddhist rock-cut caves at a place called Singlak.
It was however not till the outbreak of the next Afghan
War (1878-80) that it became possible for an English
war correspondent  Mr, William Simpson, to examine the
caves and sffipas at Jelalabad, of which he wrote some
acconntd illustrated with sketches in the Journal of the
Koyal Asiatic Society (1582} and other papers. A fresh
opportunity for exploration came with the appointment of
the Russe-Afghan Boundary Delimitation Commission by
the Government of Lord Dufferin in 1885, The officors
attached to this commission, especially Captain the Hon.



#fin  Maitland, prepared full and
1 g anls] ]]-nm_i_jnu Eu_ﬂ"l}ﬂ wh.‘i.i,‘.h were after-

g lighed-with illustrative sketches in the Journal
of the Hoyal Asiatic Scciety (1886). At this point the
exploration of antiquities practically came to a standstill
so much so that the illustrious awthor of the Grecs-
Buddhist art of Gandhfira, when bringing out the frst
volume of his work, in 1005, thought that we should have
to wait for a new campaign to increase the sources of our
knowledgn of the subject (1) Bat a new era fraught with
the richest promises for the futirve of archaeological
research in Afghanistan opened in 1922 when the Afghan
Government under the enlightened direction of its present
ruler signed a convention with M. Foucher, by which France
was granted the privilege of carrying out for 30 ﬁl‘ﬂ the
work of archaenlogical exeavation thronghout the kingdom.
The result of this momentous step has more than justified
itself even within the short interval of time that has since
elapsed. Within the last few years Afzhanistan has
bean visited Ly a number of French scholors M. and Mme.
Godard, Hackin, Jouveaux Dubreuil and above all Foucher,
the head of the French archaelogical delegation, and their
journeys have alremdy helped to light up many an
obscure corner in the field, A series of Memoirs of the
French delegation has heem projected, of which the second
volume containing o {ascinating account of the Buddhist
antiquities of Bamiyan with sumptuous illustrations has
appeared very recently. The prespeet is most promising,
and it may confidently be predicted that ere long
Afghanistan will be made to vield up the antiquarian
treasures which ghe has jealomslp puarded within her
bosom for s0 many centuries.

1. Bee Poucher, Ldrl Greco-bonddligwe du Goedhars 1p. 7.
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ANCIENT INDIAN CULTURE IN AFGHANISTAN

The kingdom of Afghanistan, constituted as af pre-
gent, comprises the north-eastern  block of  the great
tableland that separates the valley of the Indus from the
vallevs of the Enphrates and the Tigris.  Its most cons-
picuous physical feature is the mighty mountain-chain
which commeneing at its northern aud eastern edge spreads
forth fan-like for o considerable distance to the soath and
the west, presenting a kind of natural rampart on those
sides. Tt iz watered hy three historic rivers, the Kabul
in the east, the Helmund in the south-west and  the Oxus
in the porth. Ts climate, though subject to singular
vicissitudes, is remarkably dry and salubrious.  Inters-
persed with mountains and deserts it boasts of rich and
fortilp valleys where are prown froits and cereals in such

ndanee ns to form an important artiele of export to
{t 'i;ﬁth'uluri|15 lands. Nor has natore denied to this

aured region its stock of mineral wealth which has as
e only imperfectly developed by the enterprise of
1ta inhabitants.

., The geographical situation of the country, lying as it
tdora between two great zones of civilisation, the Indian
and the West Asiatic, and athwart the natural outlet of
the hive of nomadie hordes inhabiting the steppes of
Central Asia, has fixed for amess the rele which it was
destined to play on the stape of history. Tt has heen from
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the earliest times the meeting-place of races, languages
and cultures cenfronting each other often in armed conflict
and sometimes in peaceful intercourse. At the dawn of
lustory it was divided between the Vedic-speaking Inde-
Aryans and their Iranian kinsmen. In the following
cemturies it has heen swept in turn by Persian, Hellene,
Indian, Scythian, Parthian, Hon and Tork, not to speak
of the motley crowd of peoples, Turk, Afghon and Meghul
who successively roled the country under the banner of
Islam in subsequent times. One consequence of this extra-
ordinary diversity of ethnie and coltural conditions has
boen that the country, which besides suffers from a
complete lack of geographical unity, has failed till within
the last century and a balf to develop & onited and inde-
pendent political existence. From the expansion of the
Achaemenid mle over Balkh and the Kabul valley under
Cyrns (538-530 B. C) to the acression of the founder of
the Darrani dynasty in 1747 A Ib, it has been  the lot of
Afshanistan often to be yolied to the great empires either
of the east or the west or else shaved between both (1).
We hove stated aborve that Afghanistan has been

(1 A vivid pletieee of he looesdnse  vadely  of seoos  iohabiting
Afghanistan of the close of the sixiecoth century B dmwn Iy Al
Fazl. According to lus stafoment Jdin-i-Addbard, Jeeeti's br, Vol II
o A tho Eabul provises alone boasted of eleven [anguagis spoken
by a3 many  distlnct mtcoalliles. Even ot the present  time about
twenty dhistinet  bhagmnges are spoben in fhe  tervitory muled by the
king of Afghanistan  {(Morgenstierwe,  Hepord, p, §), How strong  the
traditionn] eonnection of the Afgion conniry with India was thought
o b at the end of the 16th cenfury will Lest appear from an pncicat
muaxim quated by Abuol Fnzl (lhid p. £04) to the effact that Kalil
pod Kandahar wore the twin gates of Hindustan,




ANCIERT INIHAX CULTURE IN AFGHANIRTAN 5

ordoined by @ nataral desting to he the meeting-place of
races and culturee. It ia now nocessary to trace the
channels along which this stream of contact has flowed
for centuries. Nature has marked cut fwe main routes
stretehing right across the country which have been from
time immemorinl the means of communication between
India and the countvies of Western Asin. In the tract
just north of the head of the Kabul river a single, thongh
lofty, mountain-vidge, that of the Hindu Kush, flanked
by low ground on either side, is all that separates the
valley of the Oxus from that of the Tmdus, This route
after croseing the Indus @t or mear its junction with the
Eobal river, ascends the basin of the Intter, and after
piercing the Hindu Kush, delouches upon the plain of
Bactria whenee it leads to Persia and the Far-West, The
other Tonte after issuing from the lower Indus plain and
ascending a mountainoms eountry leads by an easy way
across the open platenn from Kandahar to Heat and themee
along the southern slopes of Mount Elburz to the lunds of
Western Asin.  OF these two routes the first has played
by far the wore important part in linking up India with
its neighbouring countries. Tt has been frod not only by
most of the mighty invaders of India like Durins, the great
Alexander, Seloucus aud the Kushan king Kudphises 1,
but also hy pious pilgrims like the illustrious Hinen
Tsang. Tts conrse is marked by a succession of cities
which have played o listorie part in aneient times such
as Toksnéils, Nagaralfira, Kapisi, Bamiyan and Halkh,
After the memorable journey of the ambassader Chang-
kien to the lands of the Yueh-c¢hi (e120 B. C)) which first



1 AXNCIENT IFIMAN OULTUHE IN AFGIIANTISTAN

opened o the Chinese the kmowledge of the western
eonntries, and specially after the introdustion of Buddhiam
into China in the first centory A, D, the roote across the
Hindu Kush became one of the main highways of com-
munication between India and the great civilised State
of Eastern Asin. 'Of the two main hiphways leading
from Ching to the west the northern wos linked up
with the Hindu Kush route by way of the lake lssyk Rul,
Samarkand, Sogdiana and acress the Oxus, while the
southern one was conpected with it through Khetan,
Yarkand and across the Pamirs. (1)

Tee Pae-Acuapvesn Periop

Without attempting to trace back to their source in the
dim ages of antiquity the many and uondoobted lmks
bindine together the two clsely related branches of the
Aryan family of races, the Indo-Aryan and the Iranian,
it is possible to indicate their respective connections at
the dawn of history with the country that nature had
meant to be their common meeting-ground, the region, that

11)  For deseriptions of the above woles with accompanyiog  magps,
pen (AL L po 29 Fowcher, Notee, pp. 262, 997 and 278 Ihid,
Aseeieset  Heggregply  of  Gandlea ;. Viocent Bmith's Appendiz to
Wattors' YVirn {hovreg, Vol IL While on this sabject, we may
mention an  altermative  roule leading  theongh  the edreme  sorih-
oastern fripge of the lomian  plaftean from Korh-Western  Indio to
Chinn 1t ran throegh e apcient  Gandhim and Tdydnoe and  after
piercing the hilly country  to the porth of the Inds crossed  fhe
watershial  betweenn the upper  valleys of the Todus and the  Oxos,
and thepoes with & sharp  eastward bend connectod with the groa
soathern highway thromgh Ehotan (o Chisa. Bee Sir Aurel  Btein's
g at the end of b Repord of the Thivd Joureney of Erxplerriion dn
{enivad Asfa.
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i, which ecorvesponds to the modern Afghanistan and
Baluchistan. The Rig-Veda, the earliest literary monu-
ment of the Indo-Arvans, shows that they were already
acquainted with the territory now represented by Eastern
Afrhanistan and Northern Baluchistan. For it mentions
the rivers Kubhf (with irs tributary the Suvastu), the
Krumn and the Gemati, which have been identified respec-
tively with the Kabul, the Swat, the Earrom and the
(iomal rivers of modern times (1). We have also evidence
of the contact between Indo-Arvans of the Indos valiey
and the tribes [arther west in the celebrated though
ohscure story Sof the battle of the ten kings (didardjia)
mentioning how ten allicd tribes fought unsuccessfully
against Swifs, king of the Bhamatas, OF these tribes the
Alinas are generally supposcd to have oecupied the novth-
east of modern  Kofivistan while the Bhalfinases and the
Pakthas have been eonnected respectively  with the region
of the Bolan pass and the ethnic name of Pakhthun
applied by the modern Afghans to themselves, Evidence
of another kind of contact between the Indo-Aryans of the
interior and the North-Western frontier is furnished by the
reference in a Rig-Veda hymn to the high quality of the
wool of GandhfraThe records of the connection of the Trani-
ans with these regions, though later in date by many centu-
ries,are ampler and fuller, The Avesta which many scholars
hold to belong as o whole to a  date preceding the rise of

{11 The Vedic Samevatl was formerly idemtified oo elymological
grounds witly the  Avestan  Ilarshvaill (the  classiol Araclosinl, but
tha present |¢r||.’|ﬁ:||_';' aof Vedie scholars 15 bo rostct e dosgoation
to thelmered nver of that name Hlll'ui:gnl'.n_
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the Achacmenidz, hag been held to eontnin allnsions to the
Himdu Kush and the land of the seven rivers. More
definita  refercnces have been found in it to the countries
called Baktriane, Areia, Arachosia and Drangiana by the
clossical writers, corresponding to the modern Belkh,
Hevat, Kandahar and Seistan regions (1). It wonld thus
appest that the Iranians nt the time of their first emer-
genee on the stage of history had already acquirned a firm
grip over the countries on the Indian borderland which
they were destined to rule for centuries.

The most important change that ocourred among the Indo-
Avyans in the period iwmediately following the Rig-Veda
was the fixation of the centre of Indo-Aryan cultore in the
tenet between the sacred Sarasvati and Dyisadvati. [t
was there that teok place these complex developments of
the socrificial ritual that gave this age its characteristic
atamp. When the main stream of Vedic culture was thus
divertesd eastwards, the regions of the North-West and
specially those beyond the fromtier could not but sink in
the general estimation of the Indo-Aryans. To the natural
repulsion of o settled and civilised people for rude pastoral
folk was added the spirit of exclusiveness derived from the
new sentiment of ritualistic purity and rigid adberence to
religious rontine.  We already catch an echo of this spirit
of antipathy ina hymn of the Atharva Veda (V,23)
where fever is invited to go over to the Gandharis, the
Mujavants, the Anges and the Magndhas who represent

=

{1) -'r"nr_ referenced gon the article by Prof. A, V., Willinms Jarksan,
Tha Persien Dowinions sn Nethern Indis  down to the time o)
Alerarier’s Tnvasien (CHL O, X1V
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oo doobt from the poet’'s point of view the peoples living
ont the extreme westerly og well o ensterly fringe of Vedic
civilisation. In the well-known contrast drawn in the
Aitareva Brahmapa (VIIL14) between the kings eallid
gelf-rulers (svardt) of the Nicyas and the Apicyas in the
western quarter and the rulers of other quarters known
severally as overlord tﬂ:‘:l.l.'ll'll'ﬂ.!}.l paramount ruler (bhoja),
sovereign (virit) and king (1%jan), may be detected the
priestly auther's sense of the difference that separated the
loosely organised states of the porth-western peoples and
the more firmly knit monarchies of various grades in the
interior, A toxt of Yiska's Nivakta IL25 which is repeat-
ol practically verbalim in Pataijali's Mahabhagya (1.1.1)
mentions an instance of diglectic difference between the
Kambojas and the Arpas, This shows that at the date
of the first-namid work (e MW BC) and afterwards the
Eambojas who spoke the same language as the Indo-
Aryans were not regarded as belonging to the same stock.
Mention may be made, finally, of the ban imposed by the
Brahmanical ritualistic works like Apastamba Srautasttra
(XXIL 6. 18)and Baudhfiyana SrantasOtra (XXIL13 or 14)
against visiting the lands of the Gandhbfiris, the Piraska-
ras, the Kalifgas, the Sacviras and others.

Tue AcHaRuEsm Coxguest

A new chapter opened in the history of the countries
on the Indian North-Western fromtier and further beyond
with the eastward expansion of the empire of the Achasme-
pids. For the first time the outlying Iranian tribes lying
on the fringe of lranian civilisation alobg with their Indian
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neighbonrs were united under a mighty Iranian empirs
stretching far away to the shores of the western sea.  The
conquests  achieved by Cyros (e.558-530 B.C) and the
greatest of his snecessors Darias the son of Hystaspes (e.522-
4536 B.L.) resulted in the addition of Bactria, Gandhfira and
“India’ (zenerally identified with the Indus valley extend-
ing from Kulabagh to the sea) to the Achasmenid ompire.
The dominions won by the sword of the Persian were
consolidated by the genins of Darins into a well-Knit
imperial system based on the division inte satrapies and
the levy of fixed tribute By virtue of this system the
eonquerors were able to turn to their full advantage the
material resources of Indin ns well as the huge reserves
of her man-power. An  extrnordinarily heavy tribute
amounting to one-third of the bullion revenue of the
Asiatic provinees was imposed uponm “India” which
constitated the richest and the mest populous provinec of
the DPersian empire Indian troops, both eavalry and
infantry, were counted in the army of many nations which
Xerxes led against Groeee---the first and the only instance
of an [ndian expeditionary foree sent to Enrope on a large
scale in  ancient times. Indians  fourlt showlder to
shoulder with Bactrians and Sopdinus in the battle which
the last representative of the House of Achoemencs fought
against the Macedonian invader in 830 B. C. For the
rest, the Persian system of administration left some traces
of its infloence upon the Indian borderland down to much
later times, Examples of this kind arve the Kharosthi
geript which remained in vogue in North-Western India
down at least to the Gfth ceatury A D). and was deriveld
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from the Aramaic alphabet officially uvsed by the
Achaemenids in their provinees, the titles of Kpabrape and
Mekabgolrapa derived from the Old Persian Kpalrapivan,
a few loan-words connected with writing like dipé and
nipista of Asoka's Shalbazgarhi inscription, and a
standard of coinage based on the unit of the Persian siglos.

Lat us try to pick up in the prosent place the traces
of Indisn culture that may be discovered in the eastern-
most provinees of the empire of the Achaemenids, Of the
satrapies of Darius hordering immediately upon the Indian
frontier Gain)dira Le Gandhfira, was, as we have soen,
well-known o the Indo-Arvans from the time of the
Hig-Veda., An early historical tradition. which poes back
to a date preceding the rise of - Buddhism mentions the
Gandhfiras and the Kamhojas in a stock list of =ixteen
great States or Mahijanapadas. A Gandhira village
produced thé preatest of Banskrit prammarians whose
date is usually assigned to 350 BC. A number of scenes
in the Buddhist Jatakas are laid in the Gandh&ra kingdom,
The pgreat city of Taksasila is especially celehrated in
these stories as an important centre to which students
erowded from the distant parts of India o complete their
education. Axn early referemce to the fame of Taksasila
i found in the Pali Vieaya DPitaka which tells
the story of Jivaka who proceeded [rom Magadha
to learn medicine from 2 “world-renowned physician™
of Taksasili and afterwards rose to be the physician
of king AjAtaéatrn and the Buddhist fraternity,

The land' of Gandhfira, however, was, after all, the
threshold for entry into India from the North-West. The
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ovidence of cultural or other contact of the lands further
aficld with the centres of Indian eivilization in the interior,
15, on the other hand, remarkably scanty. Apart from
Gtandlifira the Persian satrapies immediately bordering on
the Indian frontier comprised Thatagn with which were
associated the Dadikai and the Aparytai, Saka with which
were connected the Easpioi, and Maka Of these names
the Dadikai are genernlly identified with the Dards who
are well-known to the Mababhfirata and other Sanskrit
works under the name of Daradas. The title Kaspioi
has been emended by Dr. F. W. Thomas into Kapisai.
Kfpil is eertainly known to PAgini who derives therefrom
(TV. 2. 04) the derivative EFipifdyana meaning according
to the Kasika commentary the grapes and the grape-wino
of KApidi. The latter is also referred to by Kantilya under
the same designation in his Arthadistra (11 25.) The
Sakas are mentioned thus early in the Gapapitha under
the ganas—Eamboja and ‘&nc].lku (Pap, III 1.35 and
IV 3.92) and doubtfully under the gapas Garga and
Prajin (Pag. IV L1105 and V. 438). The territorial
names Thatagn and Maka are unknown to Indian litera-
ture, On the other hand the name Kamboja which has
not been definitely traced in the Persian inscriptions is
koown to Pgind (IV, 1.175) as the designation both of
a kingdom and of a Ksatriya tribe. In the Arthadastira
of Kautilva (XI} the sarghas consisting of the Ksatriya
grents ete. of the Kamboias, the Sarfistras snd the like
are distigruished from another type of samghas like the
Licchavis and the Mallas who used the title of king
Evidently the Eambojas, while still ranking as Ksatriyas,
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had lest their monarchic constitation in the interval
hetween Pinini and the auther of the Avthadastra, In the
time of Asoka the Eambojas along with the Gandhfras
and Yomns were certainly megardsd as border peoples
included within the Maurya sphers of influsnce. (6)

Tee Exrepimioy of ALEXANDER OF MACEDOR.

It is not necossary to describe here at any length the
marvellous campaizn of Alexander in the most easterly
proviness of the Achaemenid empire which followed
closely upon his crushing victory over the ill-fated
Darius ITT at the memorable field of Arbela  Suffice it
to sav that the wvictor secured his hold over his
new cooquests by  his  continuance  of the Persian
gystom of satrapies and his introduction of the Hellenic
aystem of colonisation. Amoug the moere prominent of
guch colonies may be mentioned. Alexandria  under
the Caurasus (represented by the modern Charikar
to the north of Kabul) and Nicoea (situated some-
where hetween Charikar and the Kabul riverl The
marratives of Alexamder's compaign  written by later
aothors on the basis of reports of his officers throw a
weleome light upon the eondition of Tndian  eulture in the
highlands beyond the Indus st this time, From them we
learn about the existence of an Indian chief called Sisy-
kottos (Sasigupta) who was perhaps ruler of a small
principality in the Hinduknsh and of Indian tribes called

(B} For rpeletemrs to the Hahllksy (or F&hlie) in the Indisn
litesmturn of this poried. soe Pag. V. 2117 and Kifyfivanse's Virllika
o Ikad, I'v. 2B
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Aspasiol and  Assakenol (Assakas) who occopied the
rough and inhospitable hilly country watered by the rivers
Kunar, Panjkora and Swat of our own times.  The Greck
records  inform us at the same time of & number of Indian
place-names belonging to the tract of country west of the
Indus. Such are the rivers Souastes and Gouraios
identified respectively with the Suvdstu and the Gauri,
and the town Peukelaotis which is a Greek transliteration
of the Prakrit form of the Sanskrit TDuskarfvati, The
continned existence of Indian place-names in this region
is attested for the seecond century after Christ by the
greorrapher Ptolemy who mentions the district of SBouastens
below the spurces of the SBouastos and that of Gorpaia below
the Lambtatai. Both the Suviistu and the Gauwrl, it may he
mentioned, oceur in juxtaposition in a long list of river-
names in the Mahfbhirata (VI 9.333).

A Cesrony or Hispr TureRIALISM

The premature death of Alexander sonnded the death-
koell of Macedonian rule in the Punjab and Sind which
were annexed by Chandragupta Maurya to his newly
founded empire.  The subsequent attempt of Selenens the
lord of Western  Asin to emulate the exploits of the great
Macedonian ended enly in his surrender of the provinces
of Paropanisadai, Areia and Arachosia to his Indian rival,
From this political contact of the highlands beyond the
Indus with a great Hindu empire of the interior thems
resulted a substantial  aression of  Indian  eultoral
influences into the country, The city of Taksadlla which
neeupled a most important strategic position oo the high-
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way from North-Western [ndia to the western lands
was selected by the Mauryas na the !Il’.'l.lli-l]ll:lrt{ll'ﬁ of one
of their vicernyalties which extendel no doubt to the
fromtier of the Hinde Koz, When Asoka in the thirtoewth
yeay of this coronation appointed his new officers called
Dharma-mabfmatras who “did not exist for a long time
previously,” he sent them  among other places to the
territories of the Yavanas, the Kambojus and the
Gandhiiras in  the upper valley of the Indus and its
western tributaries. The result of this missionary zeal
was summed op br himself when he claimed to have
achieved the conguest through Dharma not only in the
adjoining independent states, but *likewise here also in the
king's dominions ameng the Yavanas, and Kambojas™
and the rest.  The evidenee of the Cevlonese clironicles
which supplements that of the Asokan inseriptions shows
that the thera Majjhantika arrived with o band of moenks
to preach DBuddhism in Eashmir and Gandb@ira which
thenceforth, according to the pious opitmism of the chro-
nicler, shone with yellow robes and prized above all “the
three things."" Whether the missionary efforts of the great
Maorya and the worthy members of the Sampgha were fur-
ther extended to the line of the Hindo Kush, and if a0, with
what success, it s impossible to say, for we have only the
uneorroborated testimony of Hizen Tsang in the seventh
cantury A.D. to the effect that Asoka built sttpas at Kapisa.

Tae Bore oF tHE Bactriax a5p ToE Ixpo-Greex Krxas

The removal of the strongr arm of Asoka was the
gignal for disintegration of the mighty copire of the
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Mawryas, While the descendants of the great Maurya,
ns is generally supposed, divided between themselves the
provinees of northern India, the provinces on the North-
Western frontier appear to bove beem torn from their
grasp not long afterwards. By 206 B. C. when harndly a
quarter of a centary had elapsed from the death of Asokn
the trast to the south of the Hindu Kush was in possession
of Sophagmsenas (Subbagnsena) “king of the Indians", who
followed the traditional policy of the Mauryas by con-
cloding a treaty with the court of Syria which was
rencwed in the year above-mentioned. The weakening of
the military defences on the North-western frontier let
loose, a5 it has often done since, aswarm. of invaders on
the rich plains of northern Tndin. Between the years 200
and 100 B. ¢ Euthydemes, the Greek king of Bactria,
and his mora famons son  Demetrios styled “king of the
Indians™ conquered the Kabul valley along with Arachosia
and the Panjab,  Not long afterwards a rvival called
Fukratides chiainad possession not only of Bactria but also
of Kapisi and Gandbira, From that time till the extinc-
tion of Greek dominion in this region these two rival
houses divided botween themselves the rule of the tract
of country extending from the Oxus to the Eastern
Paunjab.

Let us try to discover the traces, if any, of Indian
enltural influsmces in the countries ruled by the
Bactrian and Tudo-Greek kings during the pericd of their
sovereignty. The numismetic evidence which is practi-
cally the only available source for the history of these
kings shews the contivuance of Indian cultare as far north
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as the Hindn Kush. Tt s indesd signilicant that while
the early kings of Bactria issned coins of a purely Greek
type, their suctessors [rom the time of Demetries onwanls
found it necossary frequently to issoe bilingual types of
coims which bear the Greek legend on the obverse and its
translation in the Indian Prakrit and the Kharosthi sevipt
on the reverse. Two of the Indo-Greek kings Pantaleon
and Agathokles issued colns of  the distinctive Indian
suare shape and bearing the Prakrit legend in the equally
distinetive Iwlinn Brilmi chamcter : it is worthy of note
that the rule of these Kings has been judged from the
provenance of their coins to have extendel over Paropani-
sadai and Arachosisn A tyvpe of copper coins issmed” by
Eokratides which bear on the obverse the legend Basilens
Megalow Eukraitdew in the Gresk seript has  on the
reverse the legend kavisiye nagaradecatd in the Kharosthi
sevipt. This shows that the eity of Kapish, famous  both in
the preceding and in subsequent times, was a place of
Prakrit spoech at this time
Tae Rere or e Ivpe-Soymmass axn
tHE [smo-Parrmass

It was ahout the year 135 se. that the Sakas, driven
from their homes on the northern bank of the Oxus by
pressure of the Yueh-chi, overrmn the Greek kingdom of
Bactria. Expellod from their new settlements by their
relentless purswers  they  flung  themselves  upon the
Empire of Parthia, and it was not till the reign of the
great Parthian  sovereign  Mithridates 1T (123-88 ec)
that they were finally worsted in the struggle. Thos by
a fortunate accident the Greek kingdoms of the upper
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Kahul valler obtained a new lease of life extending over
almost o contury. The first Indo-Seythinn king known
to history is the ‘king of kings' Maaes {Moza) who con-
quered the famons cities of Puskorivad and Taksadila
from Greek princes and thus drove a wedge botween the
Gireek kingdoms of the upper Kabul valley and thoze of
the eastern Punjab. Shortly after this time the dyoasty
of the Parthian Vomones came into possossion of the
provinees of Arachosia (Kandahar) and Drangiana
(Beistan). From the Seythian and the Parthian kings
the sceptre of north-western India passed into the hands
of the famous dynasty of the Hushans  About 50 an
Endphises T chief of the Kushanz who lad united the
other clans of the Yueh-chi under his rule crossed
the Hindn Kush and conquered the distriets of Kabul and
Kandahar then rmuled apparently by the Parthians. His
able son and successor Kadphises [T further extended
the limits of his dominions by the conguest of Goandhfira
and the Indus basin together with the Gangetic valley as
far enst a8 Benares. In the reipn of Kanishka the Kushan
empire veached its highest extent comprising in ddditien
Kashmir and the tervitories of Eashmar, Yarkand
and Khoton in Eastern Terkestan

With the peried of the Beytho-Parthian and especially
Kushan role commenced the great ape of expansion
of Indian Buddhism not only in the highlands to the
west of the Indus but also in Central and Eastern Asia
The Indian borderlands were now falfilling more than
ever the rolg that desting had assigned them of wniting
different streams of culture beth of the Eost and of
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the West. A remarkable instanee of this coltural blend
ig the strange medlay of deities Indian, Horonstrian
and Hellenic, figured side by side on  the coin-types
of Xanishka and Hovishka, Another and a  more
famions instanes is the rize of the school of art aptly
designatal  as  the  Groeeo-Boddhist  =chonl  which
expressed the ideas of Buddhizm in forma of Hellenistic
art. Neveriheless the I[ndian cuoltural  element proved
from the first to be one of the strongest of the competing
forces, and it struck so deep a root in the soil that it after=
wards grew and flourished with o wonderful  vitality
while itz rivals one by one dropped from the scone,
What concerns us for our  present purpose is fo notice
the part which foreizners played in the sutward diffusion
of Duddhism.  Alveady before the beginning of the
Christian era Buddhizm had been carried to the valley
of the Oxus, for a Chinese ambassador 15 recorded to have
sent home certnin - Buoddhist texts in 2 B Q. from the
eountry of the Yeeh-chi., Aceording toa less aunthentie
tradition the first two Indian missionaries to reach China,
Eogyapa MAtanza and Dharmaratna, were working in
the Yueh-chi eonntry (perhaps eorresponding at that time
to madern A.!ghuni.*‘-tnn:l before their arrival in North-
Western China in 68 & p. The most eminent king of
the Yueh-cht or Kushan dynasty, Kamishka, £l under
the spell of Boddhizm, and he distinguished himself as
much by his patronage of Vasumitra and  Afvaghoga
as by his construetion of sffpae and  eibdens, The
Inscriptions on relie coskets and earthen jars that have
been recovered from the ruins of Buddhist stOpas in the
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Afghan conntry have preserved the names of pious donors
of Buddhist foundations. Among such names are included
those of the Greek Theodoros (described as a meridarch
or district officer), Horamurta (mentioned as the satrap
of Vespasi), an unnamed son of the satrap of Kapisi who
was the son of the satrap Grapafaka, Rahola (described
as a monk from Vanfyu) and Vapra Marega, son of
Kamaguli. It appears from this list that not only humble
monks and laymen but men of high eofficial standing
belonging  to nen-Indian races accepted the teschings
of Buoddhism (1).

This ootward diffusion of Buddhism was accompanied
by a corresponding  propagation of Indian languages
written in the current Indinn scripts of the ime. We
know how the sands of Central Asia hbave vielded to the
labours of modern explorers both Sanskrit manuseripts
written in the Gupta script and its local derivatives as
well as Indian  Prakrit dogwments written in Kharosthi.
Neither the climate nor the  Thistorical development of
Afghanistan has Ieen so favourable to the preservation
of the ancient records, Dot it may bhe observed that
birch-bark manusripts were found  along  with other
relies inside the stfipas of the npper Kabul valley by their
firat Weatern cxplorer. The insemiptions of the early

i1 i Kanizhka's bailiines wee Wallers, Yuwan {'J'll.mny Yol 1,
ppe 1221248 147 @ Rhjetaritgol 1 IGS-071, &c. For the meferences
in Kharesibl  inscriplions, sec  the  mseriptims Nos, 36, 37, G5 =4, 0
in M. {3, Majumedar’s fist of Kharog(hi fpsenptions (1. A 2 H 1AL A
wemeral weeonnt of e wole of the Teemians o the difosion of coltimes
fr Cenirsl apd Fastern  Asin ocewrs in Pelliot,  Les faffuesices
srerricanes e Jere Crrtende of o Erteese- Criend, 1912,
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canfuries of the Christian era which have heen before
mentioned are written in an Indian Prakeit which is
fundamentally the same as the langunge of the Kharosthi
docements of the Khotan region.  The conjoint evidence
of the well-known Kharosthi mannscript of the Dharma-
pada and of =a canonical citation in 2 Kharosthi
Inseription from the Kurram vallay has been beld to
prove the existence of a Buddhist canonical literature,
perhaps of the Sarvastividin school, written in the Pralkrit
of the Kharosthi inseriptions, (1)

Oue striking consequence of this eultural development
was that the north-western frontier of India tended fo
be pushed Farther beyond the Indus which was the old
boundary, In the time of the Achaemenid emperors, as
we lave scen, tho satrapy of “India™ was reckoned as
distinct from  that of Gandhfira cornsponding to the region
of Peshawar and the territory immediately to its east.
At n later period Straba (G4 p c-19 4 n) and Arrian
{(2nd century A ) who drew their accountz  from
Alexander's companions and from  Megasthenes deseribed
the Indus as the western boundary of Indis.  But in the
second century A, no we find Ptolemy beginnine his
genersl deseription of “India within the Ganges™ with
the statement that it was “bounded om the west by the
Parpanisadai and Arachosin amd Gedrsin  along  their
aastern sides”  Piolemy accormlingly prefaced his list
of territories and citics within thiz remion with the

— = — ———

(1) Bep ile aletract of Prof, Sien Eonow's pagir, Hprachliche wad
fiternrisgshe Finselbeiten an i Khorosihd smscheffen,, B T M. G
(e V1 1 e box— L
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mention of Lambatai {or Lambagai) that is, the peopls
of LampRka (2). It is interesting to  notice that precisely
the same boundary is imdicated for India in the west by
Hiuen Tsang in the sorond quarter of the seventh century.
For we are told in conneclion with the pilerim’s sedount
of his journey, *From Ki-pin the pilgrim confinad his
jourmey moing enst above 600 1 throush a very maonn-
tainous reglon ; then crossing a black range he entored
the north of India and arrived in the Lan-po eonnter™. ()
Bven in the ninth century Nagarahfiva could be descrilied
from the point of view of a native of that country as the
ornament of Uttar@patha (4)

Tue Brommmr MoNUMEST: 0F AFGIANIETAX

The most majestic memorials of this expansion of
Indian culture in the tableland to the west of the Indus
are  undonbtedly the Buddhist monuments of Afehanistan.
These monnments at the present time may be traced
prineipally aleng the track of the great highway that
conuecbed north-western India along the Kabul valley and
acrass the Hindu Kush with Western and Central Asia,
[n the plain of Jelalabad {the old Nagarahfira) the ruins
of sffipar and monasteries are seattered in sueh extraordin-
ary profosion that according to an eminent scholar and
explorer a century of explomtion has not taken away the

) Bee MaeCrmlle, Anoed fedin ar deserbed by Plofeany,
prie. SR T4

- Watterz, Yuen Chwasp, Vol I p, THL

(4 Bep ihe Ghosdwin wseripiion of the tmee of Dovapida
I A Vol XVIL pp. 305-313.
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need for beginning the task afresh. At Hadda, five miles
gouth of Jelnlabad, which iz the gite of the famons shrine
of Buddha’s skull-bone, there exist numbers of ruinsd
monpuents  ountaining exceptionally fine seulptures of
the Gamthira scheol. In the Kohistan of Kalul which
lay off the wain track of cnrdy times the remains of o
Boddhist eity have been traced on the site of three vast
amphitheatres now called the Seh Topin, the Kamari amd
Shevaki. In the charming valley of Kapisa have been
definitely located  the roins of the [amous monastery
built by the Chinese hostages of the Emperor Eanishka,
while other monasteries and slipas mentioned by Hiuen
Teang have been teatatively  wlentified with existing
ruins. At Bamivan nestled beneath the “snowy mountains’
of the Hindu Kuosh, or more correctly enclosed between the
Hindu Kush and the Koh-i-Baba, there still exist in
defianee of the ravages of time and of man the rock-cut
grottos and shrines with their far-famod colossal images
of Buddlia which have extorted the interest, if not the
sadmiration, of successive visitors from the fime of Hiuen
Tsang, Some ideaof the extent of thess caves may be formed
from the fact that Abul Fazl writing at the end of the
sevonteenth century estimated their number at twolve
thousand. Seme of these caves were meant  for
the residence of monks, othors with a miche at their
inner end were no donbt sanctuaries in which  the
images of Buoddhas and Bodhisatvas were enshrined,
and there were besides niches containing those imames.
The colossal images consist of two  standing figures
and  three seated fizures  of the Boddha  Early
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obgervers  waunlly  have poticed only the fmt two
images  and one of the last  which they quaintly
described ns the figures of & man, 3 woman, and a child,
Both the FHgures first mentioned are coated  with
stuceo which was  originally  gilt =0 much so -that
Hiven Tsang held the lesser of them to be made of
brovze, The paintings which originally decorated the
niches of thess statues as well as the facade of the
mrotios have disappeared for the most part DBut some
precious fragments from the niches of the colo-
sgnl Buoddhas that have fortonately sorvived the wreek
of time have very recently been made available to us in
coleured reproductions by the energy amd enterprize of the
Fremeh archacological delegation in Afghanistan.  These
paintings, as we now see, represent fipures of genii accom-
panied hy their wives with plates of offerings in their
hands, of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, of plons donors and
the like. One group iz-of especial interest as nepresent-
ingr the Iranian lunar deity mounted upon a chariot drawn
by horses, The Bamiyan paintings are of high impor-
tance as forming the conpecting link between the art of
Ajanta and the Boddhizt pictorial art of Centeal Asia,
Among ofther antiquitics of Bamiyan mention may be
made of the eurions piece of nataral formation supposed
by the Meslem inhabitants to vepresent a dragon {Azhdaha)
killed by the Caliph Ali, which many scholars identified,
wrongly as it now appears, with a famous Parinirviga
image of Buddha seen by Hiven Thang in the same
locality, Beyond Bamivan en the ancient site of Balkh
and in the region of Afghan Turkestan ruins of efipas
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and other antiquities have recently been hrought to light
by the labsurs of the distingoisled archasologist AL
Fi?'l.l.l:‘.'l.ll?l'. (1)

Notwithstanding  the  extent and variety of the
Buoddhist relizious  edifices of Afshanistan, they may be
broadly divided under two principal heads, the «#fpe and
the wihfra, the latter torm meaning the residence of the
monks as  well as the shrine of the gods, The form of
the stipa ranges, as clsewhere, from the primitive  mwdel
of a dome rmaised wopon 2 circnlar basement to more
elaborate and complex types in which the base is

(11 For descrptiona of the Huddhist antbguitios of  Afrhand=ian
illmstrmtad with pdates sco Ho WL Hoclen, Nides on senee Wenamends
i Afpkrniatme, Meme A S B Yol B (191171: Oskar von  Nieder.
My el Bruat Dicw, Afpdamiataag (L For beations of the  older
wites ittt with a genossl  map of Afehanistan wnd sepanmite
maps of Bamivan and Kapizh, 2 Foocher, Nodes sur U lierairs de
Higen-Twang en Afipheaision | Eiedes dséalipiees 1L pp 257-2840
All clder pubdications on Bamiyun antigniies ane now superseded by
tho puhlicationt of  the waork of 3, and Mme, GGodaed and 1. Haekin,
Lew Antiquites banddhigoees de Banipfin, Pacis 1928 {with 48 illus-
tradions, For meont explomtions of the Bnldkist antiquities at Halkh
aztl at Mdkak in Afghan Torkestan, s Foicler's  reports n B B,
F E-D. July-Dopomber 1924, and 1A, Jnly-Sepleinbee 1325 A
ahort meesant  lossd  Shiefly apen o beief repert ol ML oasd Mme
Orlard I oonnexion with o meeent exkibition of antéguities from
Afvrhanistan and Climsa w the Muste Gaimet appeared i the Wodern
fevrear, Febraary 1927, vnidor twititle Buddbisd Neanains in Afphan-
sy,  Amege oldar anllewitios on the aechaeolry of Afrhanistan
the maosl importand s 1 T Wilson, drinne Andigue (london 1541)
contuining A& memoir from the pen of Chardies Mosson. and nanmsarons
ilhsmatine. The eomvmonly accepdal identifeation of the Azbadaha of
Hamivan with the Pavinirvios insee of Buddba bs ejected by Pelliot
(s the additbonsl motr by Panl Pelliot in Chadand sl Hackio, op

. T BN For Abal Fazl's aceoant of the Bunivan caees, aee Adn-i-
Akhor arett’s tran=z. Vol 11 p, 408N
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multiplied into two or more parts for the purpose of
producing  the effeet of superior elevation.  In many,
if not most, of the existing sfRpas of the Afghan
countiy the drom is adorned with a belt of ornamental
moulding consisting of a snecession of arches mwsting s
pilasters or else of a series of pilasters alone.  Many of
the st@pas, when opened by their first Western explorer,
vielded relic caskets which were made either of gold or of
silver and often encrosted with gems.  Besides the sfapas
idetached pillars of the type existing at Sanchi and Sarnath
are found among the Buddhist sites of Afrhanistan.
Among the group of sifipas in the aoath-cast of Kabul, e. g
there atill exist two pi“&m.l one of which {called the Mindr
Chakrt or the Wheel Minar) may have orviginally been
surmonnted by the figure of 8 wheel, like the famons licn
pillar at Sarnath. The Buddhist eifidrae are wsually
carved in the rearps of rocks at the foot of which stand
the stpas. By Ffar the most fumous of them is the group
of cave-shrines at Bamiyan mentioned above, but other

gronps of such caves exist also in the plain of Jelalabad
and the Kabul region (1),

THe [RRUPTION oF THE Erpraavmes (Wamre Hoxs)

AND 1T CoNSRQUENCES,

The wonderful expansion of Boddhism in the Indian
borderlands which has heen deseribed in the foregoing

1. For the above, see principolly Mssson's  Momoir i 'Wilsen.
ap, vt Tl Wande Chnkad b= lantifilly ilustmsd by Nhslenonnyer
apdl  Diex (Pl 520 The varmis foms of sifge 0 vigme
in the Gandhirmn scsonl are desenles] by Foocher, Lolef Gireep-
FBenaalelliagave. 1. pop, G550,



AKCIENT INDIAN CULTURE IN AFGHANISTAN 25

paragmaphs produced resnlts of inealewlable advantage
those tracts. At the time of b'ual}im"n visit Udviina.
Gandhfra and Nagarahfira were in a0 flourishing condition
and boasted of numbers of rich Buddhist convents.  In the
eyes of Buddhist pilgrims from outside, these territories
ranked as a second holy land almost comparable to
Magadha, as they contained the fonr great shrines orna-
mented with gold and silver commemorating  four scts of
sacrifice on the part of the Bodhisattva.  No wonder, then,
that in & Buddhist work formerly attributed to Advaghosa
Gandifra could be  explained without impropriety as a
symonym for good conduet by o little bit of fanciful
etymology (1). DButa great catestoophe svertook  these
regions in the latter part of the fifth and e first hall of
the sixth centurics. The Ephthalites or White Huns, a
Hiercenomadic honde from Central Asia, migrated westwards
and southwards in search of new homes and hurled them-
gelves against Persia and [odia. The Ephthalite chief
ToramApga who led his host into India (e, 490 A, D) made
himself the paramount severeign of Central [ndia. He
boqueathed his throne to his infamous son Mihiraguln
whose memory has been branded in the Kashmir chireniche
as the reputed slayer of three fofis of men (trikotih®) {2). A
ﬁ"‘ﬂ[ﬂ-ﬂﬂ-’l‘ﬁﬂf these harharians at the hE'lghT of thedir
power is drawn by Song-yun a Chinese ambassador of the

1. Besthe SEidlagdiea. Fo tr by Hober, po 8 Pl Liles
has sinoe foand the coreect mame of  the work o b the Kadpoos-
itk aod that of it aethor o b Komdinalit : Bee the Intodne-
tion fo his work, Dax Kelpadeandifil® des Kewfpalile, For fhe
Brahmanical censare of Goandbirn and Vahika (the Papjsbh see
Mah&hhirats, VII 40§

2, Rastaangiol 1 610,
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ereat. W dynasty who visited their  head-quarters at
Bamivan between 518 and 522 & . According to his
account more than forty countries offered homag: to the
Ephthalites whose capital was adorned with many temples
and pagodas omamented with gold, They had, however,
uo faith in Buddha and used to Kl living beinzs.  The
sune lack of faith prevailed in Shen-mi (Kafiristan) (3L
The destructive fury of the White Huons was [elt
specially in the unhappy land of Gandhfira.  In the latter
part of the fifth cantury Gandhfira was still a noted centre
of learning, for it produced two of the sreatest schodnrs of
Mahfiyfina Buddhism, namely, Asafga and his brother
Vasnbandhu. At Udyfina even at the time of Song-vun's
vigit the law of the Buddha was honoursd as before, aund
there was a great nomber of temples and si@pas ; the
reigning king constantly strove after perfection aceording
to the Buddhist ideas and mave himself up to comstant
abstinence,  But Mihiragula  devastated the BHuoddhist
shrines of Gandhfira with a rothlessness which gave the
death-blow to its far-famed school of art.
Tux Boee oF The Wesreny Truxs sxp s Coxsporerces.
In the middle of the 6ih century another revolution
took place in the shifting polities of Central Asin.  The
Turks called Tou-kiu by the Chinese wers originally
bondsmen of a neighbouring tribe called the Jean-Joan in
a distant corner of Mongolia. But in the beginning of the
fith century they threw off the yoke of their hated masters
and emerged into political importance.  In course of time

t Ber Chavannes, Vogrge de Song-gun dows T Ddylies of le
fandhiea, B, B F. B0 1008,
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they split up into two sochons namely  the Novthern anid
the Western Turks  Betwermn 563 and 567 a0 the
Westorn Turks joinel hands with the famous Sassanide
king of Persia Klinsru Avushirvan to destroy the empire of
the White Huns.  For a short time the Persians held
Balkh and the adjoining territories, but by the end of the
Gth contury the Western Turks gained the mastery awd
obtained possession of all the dominions of the Huus to the
gonth of the Hindu Kush, At the time of Hinen-Tsang's
visit in 630 o v the countey of To-ho-In (TokhZra), extend-
ing according to the pilerim from the Kaakoran fo
Parsin and from the colehrated defile of the [ron Gabes
to the Hindu Kush, was divided into twenty-soven  states
all subject to the Torks. A Tarkish king meigned even in
the comntry rownd the modern Hupian (or Opan) o the
gouth of the Hindn Kush (11

The rule of the Western Turks whiel helped to bring
the four great civilisations of the fime, the Breantine, the
Persian, the Indian amd the Chinese, mte mufnal  eontact
was attended with the happiest results for the diffusion of
coltores. [t was threoush their dominions that Zoroastri-
goism as woll as Nesterion Christionity  passed into China
from the West,  Buddhism specially found in the Turkish
war-lords & warm champion of its cause,  In 626 Shi-hu-
kagan, the supreme chicf of the Turks, gave a warmn
weleome to the Indian Buddhist monk Prabhfkaramitea
and his companions on their way to China, Four vears
afterwards heé extended the spne welrome to the illustricus
Hinen-Tsang to whom he gave subsequently  the safe

. Waktters, Yean (hesag, Vol 0 po 264
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conduet for his journey to Iudia (1) Wo-kong who visited
kashmir and Gandhfm between 750 and 764 a4 oo was
shown two temples in Keslunic and two other temples in
Gandhfra which were =aid to have been built by a
Turkish king, his queen and his son (2).

[t is possible to glean & general account of the state of
Indian culture in the highlands to the west of the Indus at
this periced from the vivid account of Hinall-TSﬂ.ug supple-
mented by notices of ether Chinese writers in the same and
following centories.  Buoddhism, it appears, was known
in all these regions and in some parts it flourished excee-
dingly, In the Kunduz country the majority of the people
were Buddhists. The country of Balkh confained above
ope lundred monasteries with more than 3000 mooks
Its glory was the great Nava-vihira or Nava-samghfirfima
reputed to possess the washing hasin, & tooth and a broom
of Buddha and enjoying & unique rveputation as the
greatest centre of Boddlist learning to the north of the
Hindu Kush. It contained besides two sifipes which pious
credulity assigoned to the time of K3Syapa Buddha, An
interesting side-light is thrown upon the Indian eonnee-
tions of Balkh by the pilgrim’s statement that its capital
wag known as little REjagriha no doobt after the famous
ancient capita! of Magadba bearing that name. I[n the
Giaz country to the south of Balkh there were more than
ten monasteries with three huodred  brethren of the
SarviistivBdin  school. The district of Bamiyan contained

l. Bep Chavannes, [vemmenls sur fps Threr  ocoidenbons, pis
19H, J0-301.

L Bee Chavionce-Lévi, Les Nineroires o O-komy, 1. A, 1805
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some tans of Boddhizt monasteries with several thonsands
of brethern of the Lokottarav@idin school. The two rock-cur
images of the Buddhe together with an equally
enlossal ParinirvEpa Buoddba were alveady  in existence
and exkited the interest of the Chinese pilerim.  The kine
of Bamiyan, we are further told, held o quingoensisl
asgembly (was it inspired by the memorable example of
the contemporary Hindw emperor  Harsavardhana ¥) ar
which he was wont o zive away all bis posseesions
the monks, his officials afterwards redeciing the valuahles
from them. Kapifl, renowned for its horses and s
saffron, boasted of above vue hnndred monasteries tenanted
by six thowsaumd brethern, chicfly Mal@v@ni=ts @ the king,
whe exercised anthority over Lampfika, Nagarahfira and
Gandhdra as well, was reputed to be s Ksatviva and was a
sealons Buddhist.  Lampaka had above ten monasteries
with monks chiefly  Mal@yBnists. Mahfivina Buddbism
algo flourished in the countey of Jiguda noted for s
saffron and asafoetida, where the king was a true  heliever
in Boddha. The Turkish king of the country round Hau-
plan was a zeslous follower of Duddlism (1),

In the above, it will be notiesl, Mabiying Buddhism
is described as Hlourishing in certain parts of the country

1. S Watters, Yuom-oframy Vel L pp. I02-130 151-198 Yol
O, pp. $64-2700 Lampdks s well  known fo Sanskrit litemmbure (Soo
& g Mehdbh, VII 122, Mirkapdewapoaga LVID 80, emachandra’s
AbhidbfipnchinEmant IV S In the  cotaleges of Yiksas o the
Muﬂ_ A Yak=s calbl H.i'Ihﬂlll.‘Jl:'.'?l 1= sl e Yo Al dulelary
divipity of Lampdkie .rfu.ru.-lln. e i Mble 171 20, 202 in o Ject
of peophes 4o ihe wost of the Endus, For Chinese  mobless of iz
products s Herthobd Lanfei Siee- e, Index & v, Hioeda,
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immediately bordering on the North-Western fromtier.
The prevalence of the Mah&yfina culte in these regions ir
attestedd by other documents of a somewhat later period.
The Mitrasampnta-Sitra (2 Sanskrit work translated
into Chinese by NarendrayaSas between 588 and 615 A. n)
romtaing a list of places sanctified by the presence of
Bodhisattvas.  Among these are included Gamlhfira where
dwells ‘Ta-li-sha-me-jo-lo (Darsanajiamfila) muni, and
Ki-pin (Eashmir ov Kapiga) where dwells Kong-{kong)-
mo-ni-kin {Kumkuma) muni.  The Hevajra-Tantra which
belongs to o somewhat later date mentions a list of
Bodhisattva pibhas and spapithas among which is incloded
Lampika (1) In keeping with this peint may be mentioned
the fact that & Smmaga of Lan-po [Lampaka) is recorded
as translating a SBanskrit work on  magieal incantatioms
(dhiirapis) inte Chinese (2).

The picture of the state of Buddhizm that iz presented
to us in the forogoing paragraphs unplies o close contact
between the countries beyomd the Indus and the great
ventres of Buddhism in Bastern India.  Direct testimony
to this effect is furnished by the bingraphical accounts of
ahout 5 missionaries from the pen of the eolebrated
Tteine. We  the: learn how a  native of the
K'ang country (Samarkand) entered Indin in the Tth
century in the frain of a Chinese ambassador and per-
formed a pilgrimage to  Mahfbodhi. The people of
Tokharistan built at an unknewn  place in eastern  India

(11 e the quatations in the Englich te. of Sylvain Livi's artiols
o Klharostke awd Klaorostid m 1A 1906 p o, en
(21 Bee Watters, Forrig-ehwag, Val, [ p 182,
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a temple for the accommodation of pilgrims from  their
own country. In I-tsing’s time it was distinguished for
its wealth and the excellent regulation of its affairs. A
temnple of the country of Kapisi also existed at MahGbodhi
whete pilgrims from the North were accommodated on
their visit to the holy place (1),

The invaluable evidence of Hinen Tsaang is alqo im-
portant as showing how non-Budidhistic Tndian faiths
found their way af this period into the highlands of
Afghanistan. Au early evidence of the prevalence of the
Saiva eult in Gandhfra is provided by a Kharogthi in-
seription (2) of the veign of Mabfirfija Gusapa (Kadphises
I recording a gift of money at a temple of Siva cog-
stracted by Moika, son of Urwmuja,  The hold of Saivaism
over the foreign settlers is likewise proved by certain
coin-types of Kadphises [T and Vaswdeva figuring the
god Siva on the veverse. Mihiragula himself sooms to
have combined with his fanafical zeal against Buddhism
a phous regard for Saivaism which displayed itself in the
construction of Sivite edifices at Srinagara, the capital of
Kashmir (). No wonder, then, that Hiven Tsang found
at Kapis® some tens of “deva temples” and “above
ope thousand  professed sectarinns,  Digambaras,

i1y S Fow Relipiear emdvends gud ollerent her la ol dasis
u-u.'mmiaul e Fiwing. Trl;d li'llmm:m-;s -EximiE wp,l-uf-.'l'r
B T e T L b B ey Jayue W Lo
!l may s ul:u{hﬂ]m this  connesction lJ'u.'l. 1||1|d:'|_'p'1'.ruu,|; inenk]ons

s.aﬂ! B! hllllr ot Mahabwodhi by n merhants of e
JM -‘mmtni Watters, Foren @ Reorwary, 'lni L.:-L" o

(21 Koo 47 in Mpjumder®= list, o it
(3 Hee Ramtwangind 106G One type of coins of Mibisgeok hes

1= Ii.nu-P f a lall with a corresposdineg  lezend on the mverss
( Winesut Smith's Calelogiee o 2360
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PRdopatas and “these who wear wreaths of skulls
as bead-orpaments”.  Numbers of “deva-temples” also
existed im hiz time at Lampdika, Nagnrah@ira, Jaguga
and even in the distant Andar@b (1) [t may be mentioned
in this connection that the PRiupatas otherwise ecalled
Mihesvaras were o well-known Sivite seet of ancient
times one of whose main strongholds in Hiven Trang's
time was Benares. The wearers of skulls no doubt have
to be identified with a more reprehensible sect of the same
persuasion known to Indian litersture under the names of
EnpRlika and Kilamukha {2)

Tar Oxsravear oF [stay axn 8 CoXsEOUENCES—
e Frmsr Prase

About the middle of the seventh century while Hiwen
Teang was still sojourneying among the lands and people
of India came the first shoek of contact between  the arms
of Islam and the highlands immediately to the west of the
Indus. The swift and dramatic advance of the Saracen
power in the half centory following the flight of the
Prophet to Medina is one of the enigmas of hisfory. In an
incredibly short time Syria, Ezypt, Mesopotamia and
above all Persia sucewmbed to the iresistible march of
the invaders. At this critical time the Western Tarks
who had dominated the country to the south of the Oxus
wore overthrown by an invasion of the Chinese. But
the new conquerors were deprived not long afterwards
of their eontrnl over the western lands h}' a orushing

]i} o "H'Ml'ﬂn: Yaan l!'m:q'r 1!11-[. |. Tlll'h 123, 151 188,
Vol 1T pr. 265, 269
 sHop Sie B G0 Bhoodackar, Tespardan, pre 127-124,
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defeat that they suffered at the hands of the Tibetans. The
Arabs were not slow to take advantage of the prevailing
confusion. Already in the time of the Caliph Othman
(644-656 A ) an Arab foree had invaded the territory of
Afphanistan from the sonth and had occupied Ghazui,
Kabul and sther places. Not long afterwards (GG63-664
A p) another Arab army invaded Balkh from the north
and destroyed the famons Navavihfira monastery, while a
fresh expedition under Qutaiba bin Muslim resulted in
the conversion of HBalkh to the faith of Islam. At the fime
of its destruction the Navavihira monastery contained
acearding to the accomnts of later Arab writers three
hundred eclls groaped round & central pagoda, while its
hereditary priest called the Barsed was in possesion of an
estate amounting to seven hundrved and forty square miles.
After the catastrophic overthrow of Boddhism the Barmek
accepted the religion of his eonquerors and  his sons after-
wards rose to the highest offices  under the famous Haron-
ar-Rashid. The eighth contury opened with still greater
disasters for the cause of lodian culture in its outpests to
the west of the Indos. While an Arab general Qutaiha
carried the victorions arms of Islam into Transoxiana, the
famous  geperal Muhammad bin Qasim  led his aomy
across Balochistan and conquered the lower [ndus valley
a4 far north as Multan. The doom of the Indian or
Indianised peoples caught as they were between the two
great blocks of Moslem territory was from that time prac-
tically sepled. In the time of the Caliph al-Mansur
(744-775 an.), or possibly that of his successor, the princes
of Bamiyan bearing the little of Sher acceptad the teaching
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of Islam. Finally an Arvab invasion in the time of Ma'mun
the last of the greas Caliphs of the house of Abhas
(813-833 a. n) resulted in the conversion of Kabul.

After such deep wounds inflicted by the friumphant
sword of [slam it would seem that the influences of Indian
enltnre were all but obliterated in  the tracts beyond the
Indus.  Yet, strangely enough, such was not the cose.
Wu-kung who arrived at Ki-pin (Kapish) in the train of a
Chinese embassy and reached Gandhfira in 753 4. . men-
tions two Buddhist monasteries at Udyina called Sukhi-
vati and Padm&vati, He also recorded that there was not
the slightest difference betweon what he said and what was
said by Hiven Tsang (1), The Chinese Buddhist literature
has preserved the name of 4 Sramaga of Kubha (Kabul)
called Prajift who translated certain Buddhist texts into
Chinese between 785 and 810 & p. {2}, Mention may be
made, lastly, of a Pala inseviption of the ninth century
which commemorates the achievements of Viradeva a
distinguished Budd hist monk belonging to a Brihmaga
family of Nagarahfira who made n pilgrimage to Maohf-
hodhi and was afterwards appointed head of the Nalandi
monastery by Devapdla the reigning king of Bengal ()

Bespwenr Acoresiox oF [snam a¥D FiRan CoLLarse
0F lIRDias CULTURE. I¥ APGHANISTAN

By the middle of the ninth century the great empire of
the Abbaside Caliphs of Bagdad had tottered to its fall.

(1) Soa Chavanmeslivi, Mewernive o Ch-Rong, 4. A 18K,

(%) Sea Bonivo Nanjio's Catalogwe, Mo, 166,

(31 Seo the Ohesriiwin inscription of the time of Devapale. [ AL
Vol. XVIT pp. S07-312.




ANCTERT INIMAN CULTURE 1I¥ APGHANITAN 30

Chit of its mains arose now dynasties mainly of Turkish
and Persian stocks to some of which desting  assigned the
task of sweeping away the last remnants of Indian rale in
the highlands of Afrhanistan. Yakub the son of Lais
whet founded the Soffaride dynasty of Persia completed the
annexation of Balkh, Bamivan and Eabul to the dominion
of Telam (RT0871 & n). Kabul at this time was ruled by
f l{iug callel Kabul Shah by the mvaders, who is described
as a Tork by race and a3 Buoddhist by eligion aml who
doubtless belonged to the so-called dynasty of Turkish
ShAhiyas, [t was about this time that Lalliya the minister
of the last Turkish Shlhiya deposed his master and
founded the illustricos line of kings known to history as
the Hindu Shihiyas of Ohind. Few of the Indian medieval
dynasties Lave deserved se well of the student of history,
and none certainly has been able to daw the wspect of
friemd and foe alike in as moch measnre a= this nnfortunate
dynasty.  Of its illustrious founder we are told that he
maintained his position between the Daradas and the
Turuskas as between the lion and the boar, that his capital
was a refuge of other kings and that his glory far out-
shone that of other northern rulers. His kingdom was
Fairly extensive as it comprised Gandhfra and Udy@ina
with a considerable part of the Panjab (1). In the reign of
one of hiz unknown suecessors a Chinese Buddhist pilgrim
calbed Ki-ve with a company of three hundred monks
reached Gandhfira by way of the Gilmt valley from Kan-
sn in north-west China ; he is recorded to have visited, in
the tract o the west of Kashmir and on the war to

(1) Soe Rijaurangipl, ¥. 153-135 with Stein's note.

iy e
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(iandhira, the mountain where the Bodhisattva threw
himealf to feed a hungry tigress(2). The last kings of this
dynasty engaged in o valiant contest with the Turkish
Sultans of Ghazni for preserving their own independence.
Yet of one of them dAnandpal, son of Jaiphl, anecdotes *are
preserved showing his patronage of grammatical learning
and his chivalry towards his pgreat antagonist, Sultan
Mahmud (3). The issue of the wars between the Hindu
Shabiyas and the Ghaznavide Sultans was  disastrous
for the cause of the Indians. In soccession Lampika,
Nagarahdira and at last Udabhfgpdapurs, the capital,
wore annexed by the invaders. The last stand
was made by Trilochanp@l, the son  of Anandpal
against Mahmud in the plain of the Tonshi viver to the
sonth of Kashmir, But onee more victory declarved itself
in favour of the Moslems. With this last battle the
Hindn Shihiyas disappeared from the pages of history.
S0 utter was their overthrow that it produced a profound
impression upon on-lookers even in that period of shaking
thrones and tottering dynasties, We catch an echo of
the universal wail of griel that rose at this catastrophe
in the Lrief but pathetic lament of Kalhaga in the R#ja-

i See e account of KL Claviwnes in B B F. E-0. 1004, The
varied date of  Ki-ye's  deparare for Dl foome Chins is 80 o =
i L,

(3 Ber Allerani's  India, Sacha’s tr. Vol L p 135 ; Yol IL pp.
13-14, The Fll mossure of Amndp@ls chivalry will appear  from
il woll-atesigd et thot Mahmud, after defeatine his father  Jaipal
and taking him captive. sold him 25 a slave for S0 dinars. (Se 1. B, A
1027, pp 49%3-100 for corruborative evidence of this Esctl
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tarangini (1), “Of the Shhiva kings oue now asks whether
with its kings, its ministers and its conrt, it ever cxisted",
Ard the great scholar Alberuni, himsell a profege of Mah-
mud, seizad the occasion to pay his tribute of generous
hontage to the memery of the illustrions Hoose, *The Hindo
Shahiva dynasty”, he wrote (2) “is now extinet and of the
whole house there is no longer the slightest reranant in cx-
istence. We must say that in all their grandeor they never
zlackencd in the ardent desire for doing that which s o
and richt, and that they were men of noble senfiments
and noble hearing”  What havoe the raids of Mahmud
made in the lands which he plundered 12 deseribed by
Albeyuni in moother part of his woark. ~“Mabwmwed,” we
are told (3), “ntterly mined the prosperity of the country
and performed those womderful exploits by which the
Hinduz hecome like amoms of  dust  seattered in all
directions and like a tale of old im the mouth of the
people ... This is the reason why Hindu sciences have
retived far away from those parts of the country connuered
by us and have fled to places which oar hands cannot
yet reach, to Kashmir, Benares and other places.”

With the collapse of the last of the Hindn Shahiyas at
the hands of Saltan Mahmud, the cartain dropped upon
Indian eultural domination in Afchanistan.  Yet the long
stpetely of centuries through which Hinduo cultural inflo-
ences raled the Afehan country eould not bot leave deep
trres of their existence such as the subsequent nine

i1y VI GE,
(2} Op. cit, vol. T pe 15
(4 Ihid. Wol, T p 22,
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centuries of Moslem rule have failed altogether to efface.
Of this the most strking :l.'ﬂimlpll." is the grroup  of i.lllii.gﬁ-
nous Indian languages still in vogwe in the kingdom.
The Pashfi, the most important of soch langnages, is at
present confined to the narrow tract of coontry north of
the Knbul river. But there is reason to believe that
it formerly extended over the whole of the upper and
middle Kabul valley, The Kafliv languages provailing in
north-eastern Afrhanistan have more affinities with the
Indian than with the Iranian languages, amd they have
been latterly so0 much influenced by contact with the
north-western Indian frontier tribes that they may now be
reganded as essentially Indian®

* Bee Movgenstierne, Bepord on n Linguistee Minsin fo .I.l"gfn'h‘-_
wifan, 1926, = v. Pishil amd the Kaflic lunegusyres.
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