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PREFACE

For centuries, the magnificent and sacred temples of
South India have been attracting Hindu pilgrims from all parts
of India and abroad.

Thisbook seeksto presentthe Sivatemplesthat could
be visited in a single round trip. On the same route/s there
are Vaishnava temples, equally sacred and worshipped,
which could also be visited.

The ideal season for making a pilgrimage of South
India would be the months December to March.

An effort has been made here to acquaint the
intending pilgrims with the location, route and details of the
temples. A set of Route Charts and Maps attached to this
book at the end will be of help for visiting the temples and
completing the pilgrimage in minimum time.

While compiling this book, sufficient care has been
taken to give correct and current information as far as
practicable.

This task has been undertaken in the spirit of service
to the visiting pilgrims and the effort will be considered fruitful
if the pilgrims have found this book of help to complete their
yatra comfortably.
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LORD SIVA

Lord Siva, according to the Saivite cult, is the
Supreme God and the Creator, Protector and Destroyer. He
is Parameswara who has manifested Himself as Brahma,
Vishnu and Rudra. Hence He is popularly known as Maha
Deva. His consort is Devi Parvati, otherwise called Sakti.
Lord Siva is very generous and a boon-giver to anyone, even
a sinner if only he repents and worships Him. He has readily
responded many a time to the call of His devotees, be they
the Devas, the Asuras, the Mankind or otherwise. He applies
Vibhuti all over His body. He is very much satisfied with a
tiger-skin for a garment and to sit on for meditation. While all
the Devas chose Indraloka, Satyaloka, etc. and took Amrit
for immortality, Lord Siva chose the Mayana (burning ghat)
as His dwelling place. He swallowed the poison ‘alahala’ and
saved the universe from chaos. Thereby His neck became
utter black and He was called Neelakantheswar. Snakes are
His ornaments round His neck and hands. He holds the
furious Ganga on His matted hair. He has given the Crescent
Moon a shelter on His head. In His four hands He holds a
damaru, abowl, atridentand an antelope. He has athird eye,
vertically formed in the middle of his forehead. It is described
as the frontal eye, the eye of fire and the eye of higher
perception. It is mainly directed inward but when directed
outward it burns all that appears before it. Lord Siva is
universally worshipped in the temples in the Linga form. He
is also worshipped as Nataraja. He destroys the world
through fire and recreates it withdrum beats. Sivaisthe Great
God of South India and is worshipped everywhere. Anybody
can please Him with water and bilva leaves. He rides a bull
(Vrishabha), called Nandi, which is His mount. At all Siva
temples Nandi is to be found in front of Lord Siva and
specially worshipped.
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DEVI PARVATI

Devi Parvati is the consort of Lord Siva. She is the
daughter of Himavan, the King of the Himalayas. As
Dakshyayani in Her previous incarnation, She self-
immolated just t¢ expunge the name that She was the
daughter of Dakshaprajapati, due to the disrespect shown by
himto her husband Lord Siva during the Daksha Yagna, and
took re-birth as Parvati. She is also Bhuvaneswari (Mother
Universe). She is Sakti (Energy) and shares a part of Siva’s
body, that is why Lord Siva is also called Ardhanariswara.
Sheis very pleasing and can be easily pleased, but when she
takes the form of Durga or Kali she is very furious and seen
destroying the wicked and at the same time protecting the
virtuous.

GANESA (VINAYAKA)

Lord Ganesa is considered to be a Mantra Roopa.
Once, in Kailas, Lord Siva envisioned a Mantra called
Samashti Pranava, and Devi Parvati, Vyashti Pranava. Out
of these two mantras appeared Lord Ganesa. Custom is that
Lord Ganesa is worshipped first before commencement of
any work or activity. He is the remover of obstacles and
granter of success and prosperity. Riddhi and Siddhi are His
two consorts. The mooshika (rat) is His vehicle.

SUBRAMANYA

Lord Subramanya, popularly known as Muruga in
South India and Kartikeya in North India, is the destroyer of
all evils. He was created by Lord Siva through His third eye
to kil the evil demon, Surapadman, who was mighty and
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powerful and terrorised the Devas. Lord Subramanya has
six faces and twelve hands. His two consorts are Valli and
Deivayanai. The peacock is His Vahan.

AYYAPPA (SASTHA)

Lord Ayyappa was born out of the union of Lord Siva
and Vishnu (Mohini). Thus He is also called Hariharaputra
- son of Vishnu (Hari) and Siva (Hara), and regarded as the
third son of Lord Siva. Lord Ayyappa is popularly worshipped
in Kerala whose abode at Sabarimala is a centre of
pilgrimage.

Apart from the above, Bhairava, Kali and
Veerabhadra are also the creations of Lord Siva.

(iii)



TEMPLES OF SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE

Alltemples are holy to the believer, butthere are some
that are of special significance. Their origin goes deep into
the hoary past; their occult influence is active even in the
material present; and their blessing assures a happy future.
The following are such temples of special significance -

1. JYOTIR LINGAS
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Lord Siva is conceived of in His Jyoti Swaroop and in
this form, as Jyotir Linga, He is presiding at twelve places
which are considered as most important of the Sivatemples.
They are -

Place

Somnath (Gujarat)

Srisailam (A.P)

Ujjain (M.P)

Omkareswara (M.P)
Kedarnath (U.P)
Bhimasankar (Maharashtra)
Varanasi (U.P.)
Tryambakeswar(Maharashtra)
Vaidyanath (Bihar)

Nageswar (Gujarat)

. Rameswaram(Tamilnadu)
. Ghirishnesh (Maharashtra)

(iv)

Sl. No. of

Name of the Lord _this book

Somnatheswara
Mallikarjunaswamy
Mahakaleswara
Omkareswara
Kedareswara
Bhimasankara
Visveswara
Tryambakeswara
Vaidyanath

Nageswara
Ramanathaswamy

46

320
Ghirishneshwara



2. PANCHA BHOOTA KSHETRAS

The five great Elements of nature are Earth, VVater,
Fire, Air and Space. Lord Siva represents one each of these
five elements at the following places which are collectively
called Pancha Bhoota Kshetras.

g|. No. of
Place Element Name of the Lord _this D00k

1. Srikalahasti Vayu(Air) Srikalahastiswara 58
2. Kancheepuram Prithvi(Earth)  Ekambareswarar 75(6)
3. Tiruvannamalai  Agni(Fire) Arunachaleswarar 93
4. Chidambaram  Akasha(Space) Nataraja 116
5. Tiruvanaikkaval Appu{Water)  Jambukeswarar 295

3. ASHTA VEERATTANA KSHETRAS

Certain places are identified where Lord Siva
assumed Rajoguna and performed heroic deeds for
destroying evil forces. Eight such places are specifically
mentioned and collectively called Ashta Veerattana
Kshetras. They are

Sl. No. of
Place Heroicdeeds this Book
1. Tirukkoyilur Andhakasura Samhara 94 (2)
2. Tiruvadigai Tripura Dahan 101
3. Tirukkadavur Yama was kicked 129 (1)
4. Parasalur Daksha's head removed 131
5. Kurukkai Kama Dahan 144
6. Valuvur Gajasura Samhara 149
7. Virkudi Jalandarasura Samhara 200
8. Kandiyur Brahma’s head plucked 273
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4. SAPTA VIDANGA KSHETRAS

Sapta Vidanga Kshetras are the seven places where
the seven Spatikalingas brought by Muchukunda
Chakravarti from Devaloka are worshipped. These
lingamurtis are called ‘Vidanga’ because they were created
by Maya. (‘Vi’ means ‘without’ and ‘danga’ means ‘chisel’, i.e.
withoutthe aid of chisel). Further, each ofthese seven places
is also identified with a well known dance form of Lord Siva
as Tyagaraja. They are :-

SI. No. of
Place Name of the Lord  Dance _this book
1. Tiruvarur Veedhi Vidangar ~ Ajapa Natanam 197

2. Tirunallaru Nagara Vidangar ~ Unmatha Natanam 217
3. Nagapattinam Sundara Vidangar Para-vara-taranga

Natanam 221
4. Tirukkuvalai ~ Avani Vidangar ~ Biringa Natanam 227
5. Tiruvaimur Nila Vidangar Kamala Natanam 229

6. Tirukkaraivasal Adi Vidangar Kukkuta Natanam 236
7. Vedaranyam  Bhuvani Vidangar Hamsapada Natanam 243

5. PANCHA SABHAS

The five places where Lord Nataraja performed His
Tandavam are collectively known as Pancha Sabhas
meaning Five Assembly Halls of Lord Nataraja. They are :

Sl. No. of
Place Name of the Sabha  Dance this book

1. Chidambaram Kanaka Sabha  Ananda Tandavam 116
2. Tiruvalangadu Ratna Sabha Oordhva Tandavam 65
3. Madurai Rajata Sabha  Sandhya Tandavam 325
4. Tirunelveli Tamira Sabha  Muni Tandavam 332
5.

Kutralam Chitra Sabha Tripura Tandavam 331



6. PANCHA-ARAMA-KSHETRAS

Pancha-Arama-Kshetras are those five places where
the pieces of a Swayambhu Linga are installed. This
Swayambhu Linga, which was being carried by Tarakasura
in his throat, was broken into five pieces by
Kumaraswamy(Subramanya) during the course of a war with
him and these pieces fell at the following places.

Sl. No. of

Place Name of the Lord this Book
1. Draksharama Draksharama Swamy 26
2. Samalkot Bhimarama Swamy 25
3. Gunipidi (Bhimavaram)  Somarama Swamy 36
4. Palakollu Kshirarama Swamy 35
5. Amaravati Amararama Swamy 42

7. ARUPADAI VEEDU

There are many temples in the south for Lord
Subramanya. But six of them are identified as directly
associated with Him. These six places are collectively known
as Arupadai Veedu (The six celestial abodes of Lord
Subramanya) and considered especially sacred. They are :-

SI. No. of

Place this Book
1. Tiruttani 70
2. Swamimalai 261
3. Palani 312
4. Pazhamudircholali 324
5. Tirupparankunram 327
6. Tiruchendur 333
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8. NAVAGRAHA KSHETRAS

Worship of the Navagraha Murtis is done in various
ways not only to appease them for mitigation of their malefic
influence but also to seek their blessings for acquiring peace,
wealth, prosperity and longevity of life in the world. Perhaps,
to satisfy this need, a shrine is wholly set apart for the
planetary deities in all Siva temples. They are installed on a
single platform with the Sun God as the presiding deity in the
centre. There are, however, a few temples where one or the
other of the Navagraha deities individually finds a place
exclusively dedicated for them as listed below :-

SI. No. of

Place Planet this Book
1.  Suryanarkoil Ravi (Sun) 160
2. Tiruvarur Soma (Moon) 197
3. Vaithiswarankoil Mangal (Mars) 138
4. Tiruvenkadu Budh (Mercury) 123
5. Alangudi Guru (Jupiter) 192
6. Kanjanoor Sukra (Venus) 161
7.  Tirunallaru Shani (Saturn) 217
8. Srikalahasti Rahu-Ketu 58
9. Tirunageswaram Rahu 169

9. PADAL PETRA STHALANGAL

Padal Petra Sthalangal are those Sivatemples whos:
glory has been sung in hymns by the Nayanmars. For thi
purpose, four nayanmars out of the 63 nayanmars are
identified. They are Appar, Tirugnanasambandar, Sundarar
and Manickavachakar, collectively called ‘Nalvar’ in Tamil.
This book covers almost all the temples praised by them.
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FESTIVALS AND PUJAS

Sivaratri, during February/March, is a very important
festival in all the Siva Temples. Arudra Darshan for Nataraja
during December/January is also very famous in all Siva
Temples. Skanda Shashthi in November and Thai Poosam
in January are celebrated in all Subramanya Temples.
During the Navaratri days, in the months of March/April and
September/October, festivals are held in all the temples of
Goddess Parvati and Durga.

In Siva temples pujas are offered both to the
Moolavigraham and the Utsavamurti with abhishekam,
archana and aradhana. Particularly, pujas are performed
fourtimes a day, i.e. at sunrise, mid-day, sunset, and night.
During the festival days, the Utsavamurti of the Lord is carried
on the shoulders of men or taken on a chariot on pre-
determined routes inside the temple or in the township to
facilitate darshan of the Lord by all.
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SPECIAL NOTE

To cover the journey in minimum time, temples are
described serially and Route Charts and Maps are
drawn in the same order.

It is very important to plan at least three days’
programme in advance so that the timings for the
journey/darshan in the morning or evening are decided
beforehand.

The next day’s programme details should be studied
with a suitable local person. It may help in case of new
developments such as better approach roads, etc.

By engaging a local peison as guide in places like
Madras, Kancheepuram, Sirkali, Kumbakonam,
Tiruvarur, Thanjavur, Tiruchirapalli, Madurai, etc.,
where there are many templesinthe surrounding areas,
time can be saved in locating the temples.

Sufficient pujan samagri like camphor, coconut,
bananas, betel-leaves and nuts, agarbathi, etc. should
be kept ready to save time in purchasing the same.

Tea and snacks (fruits, biscuits, condensed milk, etc.,)
should be kept during the pilgrimage as sometimes one
may get delayed for want of these items.

Entry into halting stations should be, as far as possible,
in day time so as to be able to locate and secure
accommodation without delay.

In some temples, from Tiruchendur onwards upto
Karnataka, male members are asked to take their upper
garments off. So, one should keep a dhoti and shawl
(angavastram) available with him.
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9. Normally, temples remain closed from 12-00 hours to
17-00 hours but in Kerala the closure is from 11-00
hours to 17-00 hours.

10. Sastras enjoin the following observances while visiting
a temple :-

a) Torestone’sheadonthebalipeethaandthenhave
the darshan of the Lord. Resting one’s head on the
balipeethais asymbolismof sacrificing ‘Ahamkara’
(egoism).

b) Not to tread between the deity and the balipeetha
and between the Sivalinga and the Nandi.

c) Not to cross or walk on the shadow of the Vimana
of the deity.

11. Sastras permit sea-bath only on Full Moon and New
Moon days. But it is permitted any day at kshetras like
Puri, Vedaranyam, Rameswaram, Kanyakumari,
Gokarna, etc.

12. Some of the dharamshalas for halting purposes are:
suggested below :

i)  VIJAYAWADA
Malani Dharamshala,

i) MADRAS
a) Seetha Bhawan,
5/6, Edapalayam Street,
b) Agarwal Bhawan,
28, Audiappa Naicken Street,

i) KANCHEEPURAM
Uttaradhi Sri Vaishnava Math,
Behind Varadarajaswamy Temple,

(xi)



Vi)

vii)

NOTE :-

KUMBAKONAM
Bangur Dharamshala,
4, Maha Magham Street,

SRIRANGAM
Bangur Dharamshala,
(in front of Sri Ranganatha Temple),

MADURALI

Bangur Dharamshala,
6, West Veli Street,
(Opp. Railway Station),

RAMESWARAM

Bangur Dharamshala,

26/28, South Car Street,

(in front of Sri Ramanathaswamy Temple),

At many places there are Government Dak Bungalows and
Guest Houses where one can enquire and secure
accommodation.

{xii)



1. CALCUTTA

There are three important temples.
1. KALI TEMPLE : KALIGHAT

This ancient temple is situated in the southern part of
the City. Itis about 4 Km south of the Victoria Memorial. The
presiding deity is Ma Kali. This place has its importance as
one of the 51 Saktipeethas. Legend says that Dakshyayani
(Sati) immolated herself due to the dishonour shown by her
father, Daksha, to her husband, Siva, on the occasion of the
Dakshayagna.Siva, in rage started his Tandava, carrying the
corpse of Sati on his shoulder and roamed the universe. In
order to remove the sorrow caused to Siva and, to pacify him,
Mahavishnu cut the corpse of Sati into pieces with his
sudarshana chakra. The dissected limbs and other parts of
the body, said to be numbering about 51 pieces, fell at
different places, and those places became the famous
Saktipeethas. It is believed that four toes of the right foot of
Sati fell at this place.

2. SUBRAMANYA SWAMY TEMPLE: LAKE GARDENS

This temple, situated next to Sri Ram Mandir in South
Calcutta, is about 4 Km from Kalighat. The presiding aeity
is Lord Subramanya, popularly known as Lcrd Muruga.

3. KALI TEMPLE: DAKSHINESWAR

This temple is situated about 10 Km from Howrah
Station, on the eastern bank of the River Hooghly, near the
Bally Bridge. It is considered to be a very sacred piase
because here Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsadev attainad
Moksha (Mukti) after his life long meditation and worstnp ot
the presiding deity Ma Kali. In the sams siace Swam
Vivekananda got Diksha (sacred initiation) from . Guru S
Ramakrishna. It is said that Rani Rasmani, a weaithy woman
and an ardent devotee of Ma Kali, wanted to visit Banaras
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for pilgrimage, but Goddess Kali appeared in her dream and
directed her to construct a temple and worship Her here
instead of visiting Banaras. Accordingly, this temple was built
by Rani Rasmani. Sthalapurana says that Ma Kali used to
take prasad from the hand of Sri Ramaknshna. There are
twelve Siva Lingas in twelve sannidhis in a row. Hence this
temple is also popularly known as Baarah Mahadev Temple.

There is another temple for Ma Kali known as
Adyapith, 2 Km away from this temple.From Dakshineswar,
one can also visit Belur Math, a beautifully constructed
memorial of Sri Ramakrishna, Swami Vivekananda and Ma
Sarada Devi.

2. TARAKESWAR
67 Km from Calcutta via Dakshineswar.
BABA TARAKNATH TEMPLE

The presiding deity of this famous temple is known as
Baba Taraknath. This is a Swayambhu Linga.lt is believed
that worship of Baba Taraknath fulfills one’s desires and also
cures several diseases. The traditional form of worship is to
pour Ganges water over Baba Taraknath. The pilgrims
assemble at Shsoraphuli, where they take bath at
Baidyanathbati Nimai Ghat and fill two earthen pitchers with
sacred water of the Ganges and carry the same in the form
of Kavad. They walk barefoot with the Kavad to a distance
of 35 Km. upto the temple and perform the abhishekam. This
is done especially in the month of Sravan, i.e. July/August,
every year. According to the Sthalapurana, there was a
cowherd, named Mukund, who was owning a cow called
Kapila. For some days, Mukund observed that Kapila used
to rub her body against a particular palm tree and poured her
milk at the spot spontaneously. On digging at the. spot,
Mukund found a beautiful stone and, as it was struck by the
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axe, water began to flow from the stone and the same was
white and tasty. The innocent cowherd used that stone for
grinding wheat, rice, etc. Once, Lord Siva appeared in his
dream and told him that the stone was none other than Lord
Siva Himself. The news reached Bharamull, the King of
Ramnagar. He came here andtnedto liftthe stone with a view
to taking it to his palace, but it could not be removed. Lord
Siva appeared in his dream and told him to build a temple
there itself. Hence this temple was built by the King.

3. BALASORE

238 Km from Tarakeswar via Arambagh and
Kharagpur.

BANESWAR MAHADEV TEMPLE

The Lord aderning this temple is known as Baneswar
Mahadev and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. It is said that
Banasur worshipped the Lord here.

4. PANCHALINGESWAR
30 Km from Balasore via Sergarh.
PANCHALINGESWAR TEMPLE

There are five Siva Lingas known as
Panchalingeswar on a beautiful hillock with a perennial
stream of water flowing over them. It is said that Banasur
worshipped these Lingas.People also visit here to enjoy the
natural beauty of the place.

5. ARADI

115 Km from Panchalingeswar via Sergarh and
Bhadrak.
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AKHANDALMONI MAHADEV TEMPLE

The presiding deity is known as Akhandalmoni
Mahadev and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. The Lord here is
very famous for fulfilling the desires of His devotees.lt is
believed that physical ailments also get cured here.

6. JAJPUR TOWN

83 Km from Aradi via Sathipur. There are two
important temples.

1. VIRAJADEVI TEMPLE

This is one of the most celebrated Saktipeethas and
considered to be Nabhipeetha. The Goddess is known as
Viraja Devi. ltis stated in the Sthalapurana that Lord Brahma
performed a Yagna here and Goddess Viraja Devi appeared
from the Yagnakund. That is why this place was formerly
known as Yajapur, now called Jajpur. It is well known as
Nabhi Gaya where pilgrims offer Shraddhas and Tarpans for
their forefathers. Hence this place attracts pilgrims from all
over the country.

2. TRILOCHAN MAHADEV TEMPLE

Thisisa smalltemple situated about 1 Km from Viraja
Devi Temple. The Lord i1s known as Trilochan Mahadev. It
is said that Ravana did penance and worshipped the Lord
here.

Besides these, the temples dedicated to Lord
Ganesa, Saptamatruka and Lord Yagnavarah (incarnation of
Lord Vishnu) on the bank of the River Vaitarani at
Dasasvamedha Ghat, are worth visiting.

7. CHANDIKHOL

57 Km from Jajpur town via Chandikhola. There are
two important temples.
4



1. CHANDI TEMPLE

The presiding deity is known as Mother Chandi. This
place is also endowed with natural beauty and, at the
instance of Sadhu Bhairabanandaji, a number of cottages
have been set up for accommodation of the visitors. A
perennial stream of water is flowing from the hill near the
temple.

2. MAHAVINAYAK SIVA TEMPLE

This temple is situated about 2 Km from the Chandi
Temple. The presiding deity, a large natural Linga, is known
as Mahavinayak, representing five Gods, viz., Ganapati,
Rudra, Narayan, Surya and Sakti Devi. A perennial stream
of water is flowing from the hill near the temple. The natural
scenery surrounding the temple is captivating and the
atmosphere very calm and quiet. It is an ideal environment
for meditation.

8. KAPILAS

68 Km from Chandikhol via Nihalprasad and
Deogaon.

CHANDRASEKHAR TEMPLE

The temple is situated on a hilltop, at a height of about
1500 ft. There is a good ghat road, besides 1300 steps, to
go to the temple. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Chandrasekhar and the Goddess,Devi Parvati. There are
caves on the hill associated with pauranic episodes, and the
hill is identified with Mount Kailas. There are also two other
temples at a higher altitude dedicated to Lord Kashi
Viswanath and Lord Narayan (Vishnu). It is interesting to
watch a perennial stream of water gushing forth fromthe right
foot of Narayan.



9. DHAVALESWAR

58 Km from Kapilas via Deogaonand Dhenkanal on
way to Cuttack.

DHAVALESWAR MAHADEV TEMPLE

The temple is situated on a small island-hill in the
River Mahanadi. Pilgrims have to go by a boat to reach the
temple. The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Dhavaleswar Mahadev and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. The
speciality of the Linga is that there is a very large hole inside
the Sakti. The Sakti is about 18 feet in diameter and has a
deep and bottomless hole in the centre. Hence this is known

as Sunya Linga.

10. CUTTACK

27 Km from Dhavaleswar. There are three important
temples.

1. GADAGADESWAR MAHADEV TEMPLE

Thisisasmall and ancienttemple situated on the bank
of the River Mahanadi in Tulsipur area, about 5 Km from
Cuttack Railway Station, opposite to the Barabati Stadium
The Lord glorifying this temple is known as Gadagadeswar
Mahadev and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. The Lingamurti is
placed below the ground level. It is said that the merchants
in ancient days used to start their business voyages from
here on Kartik Poornima Day for Bali, Java and Sumatra
Islands. Since then, the day is being known as Bali Yatra day.
This day is also celebrated by the people here in memory of
Sn Chaitanya Maha Prabhu’s visit to this place during the
16th century on his way to Puri. There are sannidhis for
Satyanarayan Swamy, Sri Radhakrishna, Sri Ramachandra
and Anjaneya. There is also a Sannidhi for Subramanya
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Swamy, installed by Sri Jayendra Saraswati, Sankaracharya
of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham.

2. CHANDI TEMPLE

The temple is situated in Sekh Bazar area which is
about 1 Km from Gadagadeswar Mahadev Temple. The
ruling deity, Goddess Chandi, is considered to be an Amsa
of Siva Sakti, who fulfills the prayers of Her devotees.
Dasahara festival is celebrated here for 16 days and, during
this period, the Goddess is adorned each day according to
the Amsas of Sakti, like Mahalakshmi, Saraswati, Durga, Kali,
etc.

3. PATALESWAR TEMPLE

This ancient temple is in Buxi Bazar area, about 1 Km
from Chandi Temple. The Lord adorning this temple is known
as Pataleswar or Amareswar. This Swayambhulinga is
placed below the ground level.

11. BHUBANESWAR

23 Km from Cuttack. There are three important
temples.

1. LINGARAJ TEMPLE

This is one of the most important temples.The main
gopuram is 127 ft. high, constructed without mortar and
divided into vertical séctions and horizontal ribs. The
presiding deity is known as Tribhuvaneswar or Lingaraj. This
is a swayambhu linga represented by an uncarved block of
granite stone 8 ft. in diameter and rising 8 inches above the
floor level and surrounded by a rim of black chlorite, tapering
to a point in the north direction. Pilgrims can themselves
perform pujas and abhishekas with the help of the Pandits
and an offering of Vilva and tulsi leaves, unlike in other Siva
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temples, is done by chanting Harihara Mantra because it is
a combination of Hari (Vishnu) and Hara (Siva). Tradition
says that those who intend to have the yatra to Lord
Jagannath at Puri should first visit this temple, otherwise the
yatrais futile. Itis said that even Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
first had the darshan of Lord Lingaraj before he went to Puri,
Pauranic legend says that this Ekamra Kanana was a more
favourite resort of Siva than Kashi and this fact was once
revealed by Siva to Parvati. Out of curiosity the Devi came
to this spot in disguise of a cowherd woman. Two demons
named Kritti and Vasa came up to Her and expressed their
desire to marry Her. She asked them first to carry Her on their
shoulders. Whenthey did, the two demons were crushed due
to the superhuman weight caused on them by the Goddess.
She wastired and thirsty after killing these demons. Lord Siva
with His trishul caused atank for Herandinvited all the sacred
rivers, lakes, etc. to lend to this tank a drop of water each.
Hence this tank is known as Bindusagar. A ceremonial bath
in this tank with Shraddhas and Tarpans is considered highly
virtuous. In the centre of the tank is a Jalamandir where the
Lord is brought, once in a year, for Tirumanjanam. On the
eastern side of the tank is Ananta Vasudeva Temple,
popularly known as Bindhu Madhav Temple, the only Vishnu
-Temple in Bhubaneswar.

2. KEDARESWAR TEMPLE

This temple is about 1 Km northeast of the Lingaraj
Temple. The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Kedareswar and the Goddess, Gouri Devi. There is a well
where water is available throughout the year which has
medicinal properties and heals various diseases, including
intestinal disorders. It is believed that Sahastra Lingas (a
"housand lingas) are there beneath the water.
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3. MUKTESWAR TEMPLE

This temple is very close to the Kedareswar
Temple.The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Mukteswar. This is one of the most beautiful temples and is
called a ‘dream in sandstone’. There is a ‘parrot gate’ which
deserves a special mention. The overhead stone canopy
inside the temple is a remarkable piece of carving.

Besides these temples, nearby temples of
Parashurameswar and Raj-Rani are worth visiting.

12. BARAL

38 Km from Bhubaneswar via Pipli and Patnaikia on
way to Puri.

BALUNKESWAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Balunkeswar and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. This is a
Swayambhu Linga. The Lord here is famous for fulfilling the
desires of His devotees and healing of incurable diseases.

13. CHANDANPUR

14 Km from Baral via Pztnaikia on way to Puri.
KAPOTESWAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Kapoteswar and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. It is said that
Lord Siva Himself, in the form of a bird {(Kapota), did penance
here. It is believed that Mahavishnu worshipped the Lord
here.

14, PURI

11 Km from Chandanpur. There are three important
temples.
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1. LOKANATHESWAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Lokanatheswar and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. The Linga
is submerged in water which is said to be coming out of the
head of the Linga. It is said that, once in a year on Sivaratri
day, the water is drained out when the Linga can be seen
with the water oozing out of the head.

2. MARKANDESWAR TEMPLE

This temple is situated on the bank of Markandeya
Tank about 3 Km. from Lokanatheswar Temple. The Lord
adorning this temple is known as Markandeswar.

3. NILAKANTHESWAR TEMPLE

This temple is situated on the bank of the
Indradyumna Tank about 1 Km from Markandeswar Temple.
The Lord glorifying this temple is known as Nilakantheswar.

15. ATRI

77 Km from Puri via Pipli, Jatni, Khurda and
Baghamari.

HATAKESWAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Hatakeswar and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. About half a
kilometre away from the temple there is a hot sulphur water
spring which has medicinal properties to cure skin diseases.

16. SARANKUL

62 Km from Atri via Rajsunakhela and Nayagarh.
LADUKESWAR MAHADEVY TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known ac
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Ladukeswar Mahadev and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. He is
also popularly known as Ladu Baba. The Lord is very famous
for fulfilling the desires of His devotees and healing of
incurable diseases.

17. BANPUR

110 Km from Sarankul via Nayagarh, Rajsunakhela,
Chandpur and Balugaon. There are two temples.

1. BHAGAVATI TEMPLE

The Goddess adorning this temple is known as
Bhagavati and considered to be very powerful.

2. DAKSHA PRAJAPATI TEMPLE

Thistemple of Lord Sivais known as Daksha Prajapati
Temple. The architectural beauty of this temple is very
attractive and worth seeing.

18. NARAYANI

20 Km from Banpur via Balugaon.
NARAYANI TEMPLE

This temple is situated on a hill surrounded by ashoka
trees. The powerful Goddess dwelling in thistemple is known
as Narayani (Van Durga). A perennial stream of water is
flowing from the hill near the temple. In front of the Goddess,
there is a Siva Linga known as Nilakantheswar.

19. PRATAPGARH

60 Km from Narayani via Rambha and Huma on way
to Purushottampur.
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TUMBESWAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Tumbeswar and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. The legend is
that Sri Ramachandra, during his exile, established a Linga
of gourd(tumba) and worshipped the Lord here. This was
discovered by the villagers when a cow trampled over it.
Since the Linga is made of tumba, the Lord is known as

Tumbeswar.

20. TARA TARINI

20 Km from Pratapgarh via Purushottampur.

TARA TARINI TEMPLE

This temple is situated on a hilltop at a height of about
1000 ft. There is a good ghat road, besides 1000 steps, to
go to the temple. This is a temple of twin Goddesses known
as Tara and Tarini. This place is believed to be one of the
Saktipeethas as the two breasts of the corpse of Sati are
stated to have fallen here.

21. MUKHALINGAM

191 Km from Tara Tarini via Berhampur,
Narasannapeta and Salpeta.

MUKHALINGESWARA TEMPLE

This temple is situated on the bank of the River
Vamshadhara and built in Kalinga style. The presiding deity
is known as Mukhalingeswara, originally known as
Madhukesvara. The Goddess is known as Devi Varahi.
Contrary to popularnotion, the Lingamurtiin the sanctum has
no face carved on it. According to the legend, Rishi
Vamadeva performed a Yagna but the gandharvas, wh
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were supposed to take their Havirbhava, failed to attend the
Yagna as they were at that time with Kirataka women.
Annoyed, Rishi Vamadeva cursedthemto become Kiratakas
and on their repentance the Rishi said that they should
perform puja to Mukhalingeswara during the Kaliyuga.
Accordingly they worshipped the Lord here and thus they
were relieved of their curse. This place is regarded as equal
to Kashi. There are two more temples, Someswara Temple
and Bhimeswara Temple. It is believed that Someswara
Linga was installed by the Moon. In Bhimeswara Temple,
there are two Nandis instead of one as in other Siva temples.

22. SRIKAKULAM

50 Km from Mukhalingam via Salpeta and
Narasannapeta. There are two important temples.

1.SURYANARAYANA SWAMY TEMPLE (ARASAVILLI)

The presiding deity is known as Suryanarayana
Swamy (Sun God). A 40 day ritual here is done preferably
during the cold season because of the arduousness of the
ritual, which includes 108 Pradakshinas of the sanctum and
worship ofthe deity every day. Itis believed that performance
of the above ritual helps to improve the eye sight and cures
several other ailments. The sun’s rays focus at the very feet
ofthe deity twice in ayearinthe months of February and June
at the early hours of the day. The Lord here is Swayamvakta
and known as Kalivarada, a grantor of boons in the Kaliyuga.
According to the legend, once Indra, ignoring the words of
the gate-keeper Nandi, attempted to force his entry into the
ancient temple of Rudra Koteeswara Swamy at an untimely
hourwhen Lord Siva was alone with His consort, Parvati. The
gate-keeper, Nandi, while discharging his duties, kicked the
intruder out. Indra fell down senseless about two miles away.
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In the unconscious state, Indra dreamt that he would be
relieved of his pain of injury if he would build a temple and
install a murti ofthe Sun God. Following the dream, he picked
up a handful of earth three times from the place where he
was lying and, to his great joy, found a beautiful idol of Sun
God with His three consorts : Usha, Padmini and Chhaya.
Thus, Indra founded this temple.

2. RUDRA KOTEESWARA SWAMY TEMPLE

This temple is about 3 Km from Suryanarayana
Swamy Temple and situated on the bank of the River
Nagavali. The Lord adorning this temple is known as Rudra
Koteeswara Swamy and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. This is
a Swayambhu Linga. Itis said that Balarama worshipped the
Lord here. There is also a separate sanctum for Sri Rama,
Sita, Lakshmana and Anjaney2.

23. ANNAVARAM
220 Km from Srikakulam via Visakhapatnam.

SATYANARAYANA SWAMY TEMPLE

The temple is situated on a small hillock called
Ratnagiri on the bank of the River Pampa.There is a good
ghat road, besides running steps, leading to the temple. The
presiding deity is Lord Satyanarayana Swamy and the
Goddess, Anantalakshmi Satyavati. The temple is in three
storeys, the first storey for Lord Brahma, the second for Lord
Siva andthe third for Lord Vishnu as Satyanarayana Swamy,
indicating the culmination of all the three Gods - the Creator,
the Protector and the Destroyer. Hence this place is known
as Trimurti Kshetra and considered very important. Pilgrims
visit this temple daily in hundreds and perform
Satyanarayana Vrat. The Lord gave darshan to Adi Sankara
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here. There is a sannidhi for Sri Rama. There are big halls
where marriages are performed.

24, PITHAPURAM

32 Km from Annavaram on way to Kakinada.
KUKKUTESWARA SWAMY TEMPLE

The Swayambhu Lingainthe form of a ‘cock’ is known
as Kukkuteswara Swamy. Water flowing from the beak of the
Linga accumulates in a pond. The Goddess is known as
Rajarajeswari. This is also one of the Saktipeethas and
known as Puruhoothika Peetha. The legendis that there was
a Rakshasa, known as Gaya, ruling this place. To destroy
him, the Trimurtis, in the form of three brahmins, appeared
before him and asked to give them a place here to perform
a Yagna for seven days without any interruption. The mighty
Rakshasa told that they could perform the Yagna on his body
itself and also agreed that there would be no interruption
during the Yagna. The Trimurtis also warned him that he
would be killed if they face any interruption from him. Six days
were over and the Trimurtis wamned- to create some
interruption. So, Lord Maheswara, en the seventh day, cried
out in the form of a cock after the midnight. On hearing the
same the Rakshasa thought that the seventh day was over
and weke up. Immediately he was killed by the Trimurtis. That
is why the Linga here is with the face of the cock. There is
also Gayasura Pada at the entrance ofthe temple and hence
it is known as Pada Gaya. Shraddhas and Tarpans are
peformed here.

25. SAMALKOT

13 Km from Pithapuram.
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BHIMARAMA SWAMY TEMPLE

This temple is the second of the Pancharama
Kshetras. The presiding deity is Lord Bhimarama with
Goddess Bala Tripurasundari. The Linga which is known as
Yogalinga extends upto three storeys and one has to climb
stairs to have a full view for which there are arrangements.
The legend says that once there was a war between the
Devas and Tarakasura. Ultimately, Tarakasura won the
battle. The Devas then got frightened and went to Lord Siva
who told them that it would not be possible for him to kill
Tarakasura because he was agreat Siva bhakta. This shows
how the efficacy of bhakti so completely overwhelmsthe Lord
that He finds Himself not competent to deal with one who is
a great bhakta. Finally, Lord Siva deputed Kumaraswamy to
lead the army of the Devas for a fight with Taraka. Lord Siva
also told them that Tarakasitia was carrying a Siva Linga in
his throat and his very life was in that Linga. Hence He
suggested that if they could break that Linga, then
Tarakasura would die. He also told them that the broken
pieces of the Linga would grow in the Kshetras where they
fell, so they should go immediately to those places and
establish the Lingas to arrest their further growth.
Accordingly, Kumaraswamy broke the Linga into five pieces
which were set up at five places. These five places came to
be known as Pancharama Kshetras. All the five Lingas are
said to have been worshipped by the Sapta Rishis, Sri Rama
and other Devas.

26. DRAKSHARAMA

35 Km from Samalkot via Kakinada.
DRAKSHARAMA SWAMY TEMPLE
This temple is the first of the Pancharama Kshetras.
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This is a very big temple with a seven storeyed
gopuram. The presiding deity is Lord Draksharama with the
Goddess, Manikyamba.This is a Spatika Linga known as
Bhoga Linga. It is 15 feet high and resembles a
Dwajastambha, and can be seen in two tiers. There is a well
(Koovam) known as Rudra Tirtha. It is said that the image
of Goddess Manikyamba was found in this well and then
installed in the temple. It is believed that this is the piace
where Dakshaprajapati performed the Yagna where he did
not invite Lord Siva, his son-in-law. As Dakshyayani (Sati)
immolated Herself for the insult of Lord Siva, the Lord sent
Veerabhadra to destroy the Yagna and punish Daksha.
Thereafter no Yagna is performed here. It is also believed
that Annapurna Devi drove out the great Sage Vyasa from
Kashi to test his patience. Vyasa came here and worshipped
the Lord. The place is also known as Dakshin Kashi. There
are separate sannidhis for Kashi Visweswara and
Annapurna Devi. There is also a sannidhi for
Sankaranarayanaswamy, a symbolical representation of the
oneness of Lord Siva and Vishnu. Also at the main entrance
of the temple, there is a sannidhi for Ganapati, who is the
fulfiller of the desires of His bhaktas. The tirth is known as
Saptagodavari Pushkarini.

27. KOTIPALLI

9 Km from Draksharama.

SOMESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Someswaraswamy and the Goddess, Rajarajeswari
Ammavaru. It is said that Moon (Chandra) once committed
a heinous sin, whereby he lost his natural brilliance and
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lustre. He came down to earth lamenting for his sin and
bathed in the Koti Tirtham here by which he became perfect
and regained his lustre. He therefore installed a linga and
worshipped the Lord here. Hence the Lord is known as
Someswaraswamy. It is said that Indra also got his Shapa
Vimochana after taking bath in the Koti Tirtham and
worshipping the Lord here. The Koti Tirtham thus became
famous since a bath in it washes off all kinds of sins. There
is a sannidhi for Lord Vishnu known as Siddhi Janardhana.

28. KSHANAMUKTESWARAM

This place is 3 Km after crossing the River Godavari
from Kotipalli by boat. Cars can also be taken by boat. There
are two important temples.

1. KSHANAMUKTESWARASWAMY TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as Kshana
Mukteswara Swamy and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. It is said
that Kousika Maharishi installed the Linga and worshipped
the Lord here. Here it is a belief that who ever takes a dip
in the sacred Pushkarini and has a darshan of this Linga, will
be relieved of his sinsimmediately. Hence the Lord is known
as Kshana Mukteswara Swamy. There is a sannidhi for Lord
Vishnu known as Keshavaswamy.

2. VIGNESWARA SWAMY TEMPLE (AIANVELI)

Thistemple is 2km from Kshana Mukteswara Temple.
Here Lord Vinayaka is in Swayambhu form. It is said that
Dakshaprajapati worshipped this Vinayaka. The sannidhi is
facing South. There are also sannidhis for Lord Kashi
Visveswara, Devi Annapurna and Keshavaswamy.
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29. DHAVALESWARAM

49 Km from Kshana Mukteswaram via Kotipalli and
Alamuru on way to Rajahmundry.

AGASTYESWARA SWAMY TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Agastyeswaraswamy and the Goddess, Bala
Tripurasundari. It is believed that Sri Rama, en route to
Lanka, worshippedthe Lord here. The tirthisknown as Sapta
Godavari Tirtham. There is also a sannidhi for
Satyanarayanaswamy which is a common feature in all the
temples in this region. Sri Rama’s Padukas are enshrined at
the bank of the River Godavari which can be seen.

30. RAJAHMUNDRY

8 Km from Dhavaleswaram. There are two important
temples.

1. MARKANDESWARA SWAMY TEMPLE

This temple is situated on the bank of the River
Godavari. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Markandeswara Swamy and the Goddess, Devi Uma. There
is also a separate sanctum for Venkateswara Swamy.

2. KOTILINGESWARA SWAMY TEMPLE

This temple is also situated on the bank of the River
Godavari about 3Km. from Markandeswara Swamy Temple.
The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as Kotilingeswara
Swamy and the Goddess, Chakra Bhuvaneswari. It is
believed that Gautama Maharishi worshipped the Lord here.
There is a separate sanctum for Venkateswara Swamy.
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Pushkar festival is held here once in 12 years on the
bank of the River Godavari which attracts lacs of pilgrims
from far and wide.

31. PATTISEEMA

29 Km from Rajahmundry via Kovvur towards
Polavaram.

VEERABHADRASWAMYTEMPLE

This temple is located on a rocky island in the middle
of the River Godavari. Pilgrims have to go by a boat to reach
the temple. When the river is in spate, this temple is not
approachable. It is said that this place is one of the ‘Pancha
Maha Siva Kshetras’. The presiding deity of this temple is
Lord Veerabhadra Swamy. When Dakshyayani immolated
Herself in the Yagnakund, Lord Siva created
Veerabhadraswamy to destroy the Yagna and punish
Daksha. The two Devis who are worshipped here are known
as Ariswari and Puniswari. It is believed that those who do
not have children, if they worship these Devis, are blessed
with children.

32.RYALI

61 Km from Pattiseema via Kovvur, Dhavaleswaram
and Raovulapalem

KAMANDALESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

This temple is situated infront of the famous
Jaganmohini Keshavaswamy Temple. It is stated that when
Vishnu took the form of Mohini and distributed the Amrit to
the Devas, She looked immensely beautiful. At the sight of
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her, Lord Siva was infatuated and, when He came to know
that it was Vishnu in the form of Mohini, He decided to settle
down at this place. At that time, Brahma appeared and, with
the Kamandal, established a Siva Linga. Hence the Lord is
known as Kamandaleswaraswamy. The Goddess is known
as Uma Devi.

33.VADALI

21 Km from Ryali via Raovulapalem and Siddanthan.

AGASTYESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

The Lord enshrined in this temple is known as
Agastyeswara Swamy and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. This
is a Swayambhu Linga. The temple has been recently
renovated and is well maintained.

34. ACHANTA
17 Km from Vadali via Penukonda.
RAMESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

This temple is situated on the bank of the River
Vasishtha. It is believed that this Linga was installed by Sri
Rama and hence the Lord is known as Rameswaraswamy.
The Goddess is known as Uma Devi. The tirth is known as
Ramakunda.

35.PALAKOLLU

18 Km from Achanta.
KSHIRARAMASWAMYTEMPLE
Thistemple is the fourth of the Pancharama Kshetras.
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The presiding deity is Lord Kshiraramaswamy and the
Goddess,Devi Parvati. The Linga, whichis white in colourlike
milk, represents the head portion(Siro Bhava) of the broken
Linga.

36.BHIMAVARAM

22 Km from Palakollu. There are two temples.
1. BHIMESWARASWAMY TEMPLE

The Lord is known as Bhimeswara Swamy and the
Goddess, Bala Tripurasundari. The Goddess is also known
as Mahishasura Mardhini.

2. SOMARAMASWAMY TEMPLE

This temple is in Gunipidi Village, about 1 Km from
Bhimavaram. This is the third of the Pancharama Kshetras
and regarded very important as the Linga represents the
facial portion{Mukho Bhava) of the broken Linga. The
presiding deity is Lord Somarama Swamy and the Goddess,
Devi Parvati.

37.MOPIDEVI

118 Km from Bhimavaram via Gudivada and
Challapally.

SUBRAMANYESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Subramanyeswara Swamy and the Goddess, Devi Parvati.
It is said that this Linga was installed by Agastya Maharishi.

There is another temple known as
Sakaleswaraswamy temple. This is a Swayambhu Linga. it
is believed that this Linga extends down to Patala.
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38. PEDAKALLEPALLY

9 Km from Mopidevi.
NAGESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

The temple is situated on the bank of the River
Krishna. The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Nageswara Swamy and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. It is said
that eight sons of Kashyapa Maharishiinstalledthe Linga and
worshipped the Lord here. It is believed that Sri Rama and
Agastya Maharishi also worshipped the Lord here.

39.VIJAYAWADA

76 Km from Pedakallepally via Challapally and
Pamarru. There are two important temples.

1.KANAKADURGATEMPLE

Thistemple is situated on a hill known as Indra Kiladri
in the north of the River Krishna. It is believed that the
Goddess appeared in Swayambhu form as Swarna Roopini
and after killing Mahishasura stayed here as Kanaka Durga.
Itis because of Her victory (Vijaya) overthe asuras, the place
is called as Vijayawada. Puja is also performed for the Sri
Chakra installed by Adi Sankara. There is a separate
sannidhi for Lord Nataraja and Goddess Sivakami.

2.MALLESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

This is situated just below Kanakadurga Temple. The
Lord is known as Malleswaraswamy because Arjuna had a
mallayudha with the Lord here. According to legend, Arjuna
did tapasya to get Pashupatastra from the Lord. Lord Siva
wanted to test his sincerity before granting him the boon. He
therefore appeared before himin the disguise of a hunterand
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started chasing a wild boar on the Indrakila hill. The wild boar
came to the side of Arjuna. Arjuna, being agreat warrior, took
up his bow and shot it with a single arrow. At the same time,
Lord Siva, who was following the boar, also shot it with an
arrow. Struck by both the arrows, the boar fell dead. Both
claimed the boar as their kill. A controversy arose between
them as to whom the boar should belong. Words led to a
quarrel and the hunter and Arjuna began to wrestle
(Mallayudha) with each other. Arjuna was an experienced
and a powerful wrestler. But he was no match to the ‘hunter
and was soon exhausted. To invoke divine aid in his favour,
he made a Sivalinga out of the earth, and offered prayers to
it. The flowers with which he worshipped the Linga, were
seen by him falling on the hunter standing before him. He
thereupon realised that the hunter was none other than the
Lord Himself. The hunter immediately disappeared and the
Lord appeared before Arjuna. Arjuna prayed to the Lord and
received the Pashupatastra from Him.

40.MANGALAGIR!
13 Km from Vijayawada on way to Gunur.
MALLESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

This temple is situated at the foot of a hill known as
Mangala Giri. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Malleswaraswamy and the Goddess, Brahmarambika.
There is a big tank known as Kalyan Saras.

41. PEDAKAKANI

12 Km from Mangalagiri.
SAMBASIVATEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as Sambasiva
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and the Goddess, Brahmaramba. On every Sunday,
thousands of devotees visit this temple and offer their
prarthanas in the form of carriages, prabhas and such other
things. Itis believed that sick persons and those who are not
bestowed with children, often stay here for some time and
do pradakshinas by which they get their wishes fulfilled.

42. AMARAVATI

44 Km from Pedakakani via Guntur.
AMARARAMASWAMYTEMPLE

This temple is the last of the Pancharama Kshetras.
The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Amararamaswamy and the Goddess, Bala Chamundika
Devi. The big Spatika Linga is 15 feet high and 3 feet in
diameter. The temple is built at a height of 5 feet from the
ground level and it is a great mystery from time immemorial
what lies underground. It is regarded as a very sacred place
and believed that if a devotee stays here for three days and
worships the Lord after taking a dip in the River Krishna, he
attains salvation (Mukti). It is believed that Lord
Amararamaswamy is none other than Lord Viswanath of
Kashi and hence the river, even though it is known as
Krishna, has the effect of Ganga here. ltis said that Indra and
Kapila Maharishi worshipped the Lord here.

43. KOTTAPPAKONDA

68 Km from Amaravati via Sattenapally and
Narasaraopet.

TRIKUTESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

The temple is situated at the top of a hill. There are
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1000 steps to reach the sanctum, with resting platforms on
the way to ease the strain. The presiding deity of this temple
is Lord Trikuteswaraswamy which means ‘The Lord of the
three peaks’. The Goddess is known as Devi Parvati.
According to the legend, after the destruction of Daksha
Yagna, Lord Siva was roaming with the corpse of Sati.
Mahavishnu cut the corpse into pieces with his Chakra. After
this episode, Lord Siva rested here. There are two more hills
here having a small temple on each of them.

44. CHEZERLA

45 Km from Kottappakonda via Narasaraopet.
KAPOTESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

The main deity of this temple is known as
Kapoteswaraswamy. It is a well known story of the
Mahabharata that King Sibi was doing penance and a Yagna
to have a darshan of Lord Siva. To test his devotion, the
Trimurtis : Brahma, Vishnu and Maheswara, came to him as
Bow, Kapota (Dove) and hunter respectively. As the hunter
was chasing the dove with his bow, the Kapota took refuge
with King Sibi.In order to save the Kapota, the king agreed to
compensate the hunter with his own flesh equal to the weight
of the dove. The hunter agreed and Sibi went on cutting his
body till nothing was left to match the weight of the dove. At
this juncture, Lord Siva appeared and gave darshan to the
king. As desired by the king, his body was mergedinthelinga
and that very linga is here known as Kapoteswaraswamy. In
the Linga, there are, even today, large cavities said to
represent the places of the flesh cut out of the king’s body.
On the top of the Linga, there are two large vertical cavities.
One of these cavities helps to drain off the Abhisheka tirtha.
Ifthe Abhishekatirthais not drained off with in time, the smell
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of raw flesh and blood comes out even today. The deity is
said to be powerful and any prayer that is done is generally
granted here.

45. TRIPURANTAKAM

74 Km from Chezerla via Vinukonda on way to
Srisailam.

TRIPURANTAKESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

This temple is on a small hill known as Kumara Giri.
The Lord is known as Tripurantakeswara Swamy and the
Goddess, Tripurasundari. The Lord’s temple is on the top of
the hill and the Goddess’s temple is at the foot of the hill.

46.SRISAILAM

97 Km from Tripurantakam via Dornala and
Sikhareswar.

MALLIKARJUNA SWAMY TEMPLE

This temple is situated on the Rishaba Hill, on the
southernbank ofthe River Krishna. Thisis one ofthe 12 Jyotir
Linga Kshetras. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Mallikarjuna and the Goddess, Devi Brahmaramba. The
greatness ofthe Lord here is mentioned in Kaivalyopanishad
and Skanda Puranam. It is said that Hiranyakashipu in the
Kritayuga, Sri Rama in the Tretayuga, Pancha Pandavas in
the Dwaparayuga and Adi Sankara in the Kaliyuga
worshipped the Lord here. Those who visit this temple and
have a darshan of Srisailasikhar from Sikhareswar will attain
mukti. It is said that Devi Brahmaramba fought with
Mahishasura and killed him. The Asura’s blood spilled
everywhere, but no blood spilled here. Hence the Devichose
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this place to dwell in. This place is also regarded as one of
the Saktipeethas. Chhatrapati Shivaji used to visit here to
worship Brahmaramba every year. Adi Sankara composed
his popular works Sivananda Lahiri, Brahmaramba
Ashtakas, Dwadasa Linga Stotras, etc., here. The tirthis the
River Krishna and known as Patala Ganga which is 3 Kms
down the hill. The water of the river is seen green in colour
but colourless when taken in hand. It is said that
Chandragupta, due to a curse, turned into a green stone
which fell into the river. Hence the water is seen green due
to the presence of this stone.

47. HANUMKONDA

331 Km from Srisailam via Hyderabad.
THOUSANDPILLARED TEMPLE

This Siva Temple is very famous and known here as
a thousand pillared temple. The architecture and art of this
temple resemble those of the Chalukyas’. The temple is half-
finished. It has gates for entrance on three sides with
beautiful art work.

48. PALAMPET

66 Km from Hanumkonda via Mulug.
RAMALINGASWAMYTEMPLE

This temple is situated on the bank of Ramappa
Sarasu. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Ramalingaswamy and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. This
temple resembles the temple in Hanumkonda. The art work
on the pillars and doorways is worth seeing.
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49. VEMULWADA

148 Km from Palampet via Goonpur, Parkal,
Hazurabad and Karimnagar.

RAJARAJESWARA SWAMYTEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Rajarajeswara Swamy and the Goddess, Rajarajeswari.
There is a tirth known as Dharmakundam. It is said that King
Narendra, grandson of Arjuna, while hunting in a forest, killed
a Rishi by mistake and thus inflicted upon himself
brahmahatya dosha. He went to many tirthas to get rid of the
dosha but could not. At last, he came here and, after a dip
in the Dharmakundam, got salvation. Lord Siva appeared in
his dream and directed him to take the Siva Linga lying in the
Dharmakundam and install the same here. Thus King
Narendra founded this temple. It is also said that Indra, who
was burdened with the sin of brahmahatya on killing
Kritasura, got relief after bathing in the Dharmakundam.

50. ALAMPUR

365 Km from Vemulwada via Sirsilla, Siddipet,
Hyderabad and Jadcherla:

BALABRAHMESWARASWAMY TEMPLE

This temple is situated on the bank of the River
Tungabhadra. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Bala Brahmeswaraswamy. lt is said that Brahma performed
a penance here for thousands of years. Lord Siva was
pleased and conferred on him the power of creation. The
Goddess is known as Yogini or Jogulamba. This is also
regarded as one of the Saktipeethas. The tirth is known as
Papavinasana Tirtham. Thisitemple is a part of a cluster of
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Nava Brahma temples here. They are
Kumara Brahma

Arka Brahma

Veera Brahma

Padma Brahma

Viswa Brahma

Garuda Brahma

Taraka Brahma

Swarga Brahma

. Bala Brahma
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51. KALVABUGGA

61 Km from Alampur via Kurnool.

BUGGARAMESWARASWAMY T TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as Bugga
Rameswaraswamy and the Goddess, Brahmaramba. It is
said that Parashurama installed the Linga and worshipped

the Lord here. Beautiful streams of water are there withinthe
temple.

52. MAHANANDI

57 Km from Kalvabugga via Pandyam and Nandyal
MAHANANDESWARTEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Mahanandeswar and the Goddess, Kameswari. There are
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three kundas known as Brahma Kunda, Rudra Kunda and
Vishnu Kunda. This temple is situated in the centre of Rudra
Kunda. Water from a stream near the temple comes here
through the mouth of a Nandi, which contains disease curing
minerals. Accordingto legend, Mahananda, the son of Silada
Rishi, did a tapasya here. Lord Siva was pleased with his
devotion and asked him forany boon he wanted. Mahananda
desired that he should be accepted by the Lord to serve Him
as His Vahan for ever. Lord Siva accepted him as his vahan
and also said that this place would be called Mahanandi
Kshetram. There are nine Nandi temples within a radius of
16 Kms. from this place known as Nava Nandalu (Nine
Nandis). They are :-

1. Padma Nandi
Naga Nandi
Vinayaka Nandi
Garuda Nandi
Brahma Nandi
Surya Nandi
Vishnu Nandi
Soma Nandi
Siva Nandi

The traditional belief is that the worship of these nine
Nandis should be completed in a day.
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53.NANDAVARAM

52 Km from Mahanandi via Nandyal and Pandyam on
way to Banganapalli.
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KASHICHOMUNDESWARIDEVITEMPLE

The presiding deity is known as Kashi
Chomundeswari Devi believed to be very powerful. Special
pujas are offered every day.

54. YAGANTIPALLI

20 Km from Nandavaram via Banganapalli.

UMAMAHESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

In this temple, the Lord and the Goddess are
enshrined on one peetham and known as Umamaheswara.
Thé Nandi here is known as Basavayya. It is observed that
this Nandi is growing in size every year. Veerabrahmendra
Swamy in his book Kalagnana, has mentionedthat when this
Basavayya will cry that will be the last day for Kaliyuga. A
perennial stream of water is flowing from the hill near the
temple.

55.TADPATRI

72 Km from Yagantipalli via Banganapalli.

BUGGARAMALINGESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

The temple is situated on the bank of River Pinakini.
The Lord adorning this temple is known as Bugga
Ramalingeswara Swamy and the Goddess, Devi Parvati.
This is a Swayambhu linga. In the sanctum water comes out
from an unknown place. It is said that Parashurama
worshipped the Lord here The entire Siva Purana is carved
in stone on the walls with delicate skill and in elaborate detail.
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56. TIRUPATI

248 Km from Tadpatri via Kamalapuram, Cuddapah,
and Renigunta.

KAPILESWARASWAMY TEMPLE (ALIPIRI)

This is situated 2 Km from Tirupati on way to
Tirumalai. The presiding deity of this temple is Kapileswara
Swamy with Devi Kamakshi. It is believed that Kapila
Maharishi worshipped the Lord here.

57.TONDAVADA

9 Km from Tirupati.
AGASTYESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Agastyeswara Swamy and the Goddess, Anandavalli. It is
believed that Agastya Maharishi worshipped the Lord here.
It is said that Goddess Padmavati also worshipped the Lord
here.

58. SRIKALAHASTI

47 Km from Tondavada via Tirupati and Renigunta.
SRIKALAHASTISWARATEMPLE

This is one of the ‘Pancha Bhoota Kshetras’ and
represents Vayu and therefore known as Vayu Kshetra. To
prove that, the lamp inside the sanctum keeps flickering
without any circulation of air. The Lord adorning this temple
is known as Srikalahastiswara and the Goddess,
Gnanaprasoonnambika. The sannidhi is facing west. There
is no separate sannidhi for the Navagrahas. They are
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arranged in the form of a Kavacha to the Lingam. As this
place is also considered as a Rahu-Ketu Kshetra, people
who suffer from the unfavourable influences of Rahu and
Ketu worship the Lord here and are believedto get relief.Lord
Vinayaka's temple is situated 30 feet below the ground level
and hence called Patala Vinayaka. The Legend is that a
Spider (Sri), a Serpent (Kala) and an Elephant (Hasti)
worshipped a Swayambhu Linga that existed in this forest
under a Vilva tree. The spider used to weave a web over the
Linga to prevent the leaves falling overit. The elephant used
to perform abhishekam by bringing water in its trunk and
spurting it overthe Linga. The serpentusedto spreadits hood
over the Linga to protect it from the scorching sun. All the
three devotees were unaware about one another. One day,
noticing the abhishekam and vilva leaves, the serpent
suspected that there was someone who had encroached the
sanctum. Afraid that this might cause harm to the Lord, he
entwined himself round the Linga determined to protect it
against any possible danger. When the elephant came with
the usual abhisheka tirtha, the furious serpent got into the
trunk of the elephant. Unable to bear the pain, the elephant
smashed its trunk over the Linga, crushing both the serpent
and the spider to death. He also died on the spot due to the
poisonous bite of the serpent. Lord Siva, pleased with the
sincerity of their devotion, granted salvation to all the three.
Hence the Lord is known as Srikalahastiswara. The images
of all the three devotees are embossed on the Linga. There
is another interesting devotional story associated with this
temple. There was a great Sivabhakta called Kannappa. He
was a hunter and was known as Tinnappa. He used to offer
the flesh of animals to the Lord as a sacrament but only after
tasting them first as to whether they were good enough to
be offered to the Lord. To test his sincerity and devotion, the
Lord one day made it appear as if water was dropping from
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one of His eyes onthe Linga. Tinnappathoughtthatsomeone
had harmed the Lord and immediately without any hesitation
removed one of his own eyes and offered it to the Lord in
place of the one from which water was flowing. The water
from the eye of the Lord stopped at once. After some time
Tinnappa noticed that the other eye of the Lord was also
affected. He at once began to remove his other eye also to
offerittothe Lord. Since on removal of both his eyes he would
not be able to see the Lord’s eye, he placed his left foot on
the Lord's eye, to locate the same for replacement. At that
time the Lord, pleased with the depth of his devotion, gave
him darshan and restored his eyesight. From then he came
to be known as ‘Kannappa’ which means one who gave his
eyes to the Lord. The Lord also ordained that he should be
near to Him permanently. Therefore, we find the idol of
Kannappa near the Lingamurti and Pujas are first offered to
him and then to the Lord. There is also a separate temple
for Kannappa Nayanar on the top of the Kailasagiri. This hill
is believed to be one of the three ‘chips’ blown off the Mount
Meru by Vayu (God of Wind). The other two ‘Chips’ fell at
Tiruchirappalli (Rock Fort) and Tiruconmalee (in Ceylon)
respectively. There are two more hills one known as Durga
Hill with a temple dedicated to Goddess Durga and other
known as Kumaraswamy Hill with a temple for Lord
Subramanya.

59.UTTUKOTTAI
63 Km from Srikalahasti.

PALLIKONDESWARTEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Pallikondeswar and the Goddess, Devi Parvatavarushini.
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Here one can see Dakshinamurti with Sakti and Nandi, which
is a rare feature. There is also a murti of Lord Siva in a lying
posture. According to the legend, Lord Siva, after swallowing
the Kalakoota (poison), felt a sort of giddiness and took some
rest with His head on the lap of the Devi, while Brahma,
Vishnu, Indra and the Rishis. Bhrighu, Markandeya, Narada
and others attended on Him with anxiety. The effect of the

poison was so severe that only Lord Mahadeva could have
withstood it.

60. TIRUKKANDALAM

28 Km from Uttukottai via Periapalayam and
Kanniputhur.

SIVANANDARTEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Sivanandar and His consort, Anandavalli. The tirth is known
as Nandi Tirtham. It is believed that Maharishi Bhrighu
worshipped the Lord here and the Lord gave him darshan in
Dakshinamurti swaroop. This ancient temple is now in a
dilapidated condition.

61. MADRAS

36 Km from Tirukkandalam. There are eleven
important Siva temples within and around the City.

1. KANDASWAMYTEMPLE (PARKTOWN)

This is a big temple with a beautiful gopuram. The
presiding deity is Balasubramanya. There are also separate
sannidhis for Lord Siva, known as Ramalingeswaraswamy,
and for the Goddess, known as Parvatavardhini.
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2. CHENNA PURISWARARTEMPLE (FLOWERBAZAR)

This temple is situated very near to Kandaswamy
Temple. The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as Chenna
Puriswarar and the Goddess, Gnanaprasannavalli. There is
also a sannidhi for Chenna Keshava Swamy.

3. MANICKATYAGARTEMPLE (TIRUVOTRIYUR)

Thistemple is situated about 9 km from Flower Bazar.
The Lord adorning this temple is known as Manickatyagar
and the Goddess, Vadivudainayaki. This is a Swayambhu
Lingain the form of an ant-hill. It is said that Adi Sankara and
Adi Sesha worshipped the Lord here.The Navagraha murtis
are in the shape of lingas. The tirth is known as Alaivai
Tirtham. The temple had great fame during the mediaeval
times. The religious importance was also so great that even
the Chola Kings used to attend the festivals of this temple.
Itis said thatthe second marriage of Sundaramurti Nayanar
with Sangili Nachiar was solemnised in the presence of the
Lord. This temple is more remembered for its sacred
association with Pattinattar, a great Sivabhakta. He
worshipped Lord Siva in many other places but it was here
he performed several miracles by his Siddhi and at last got
transformed himself into a linga and merged with the Lord.
That very linga is here, known as Adi-Linga, in a separate
Sannidhi.

4. KAPALISWARARTEMPLE (MYLAPORE)

This temple is situated near Santhome Beach, about
15 km from Tiruvotriyur. This is an ancient and very beautiful
temple. The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Kapaliswarar and the Goddess, Karpagambikai. The Lord is
facing west and the Goddess is facing south. The tirth is
known as Brahma Tiitham. Lord Vinayaka here is having
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uplifted trunk symbolizing that He uplifted the great Tamil
Poet Avvayar to heaven. The legend connected with this
temple is that once The Creator, Brahma, out of vanity and
pnde, did not pay respectto Lord Siva and Devi Parvati when
he met them at Mount Kailas. Lard Siva, being outraged,
pinched one of the heads of Brahma to teach him a lesson.
Brahma came down to this place and installed a Linga and
worshipped the Lord here. As the Lord pinched one of the
Kapalas (Head) of Brahma, He is known here as
Kapaliswarar. Another legend is that once Goddess Parvati
was slightly inattentive while listening to Gnanopadesa from
Lord Siva because she had her eyes on a dancing peacock.
So, the Lord cursed her to be born as a peacock. As Devi
Parvati conducted penance in the form of a Mayil (Pea-hen)
and worshipped the Lord here, the place came to be called
Mylapore. The story of Poompavai, who lost her life due to
a snake-bite and her bones after cremation kept in an urn
were given life by Gnanasambandar, is very famous here.

5.PALVANNANATHARTEMPLE(TIRUVANMIYUR)

This temple is situated about 6 Km from Mylapore.
The Lord adorning this temple is known as Palvannanathar
and the Godess,Sundaranayaki. As Agastya did penance
here and obtained from the Lord all the knowledge of the
mooligas (medicinal herbs), the Lord is also known as
Marunthiswarar. The tirth is known as Papanasini Tirtham
which is believed to have been caused by the Devas and
considered very sacred. It is said that Maharishi Valmiki
worshipped the Lord here. Kamadhenu also worshipped the
Lord here.The legend is that once Rishi Vasishtha was
worshipping Lord Viswanatha at Kashi for a Mandalam (40
days) for which Kamadhenu was giving him milk for
abhishekam. One day, attracted by the greenery of a hill-
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side, she stayedthere, forgetting to give milk tothe sage. The
outraged sage cursed Kamadhenu to wander as a wild cow.
Wandering in so many places, she reached here and finding
a Swayambhu Linga in a bush, she started pouring her milk
on the Linga. One day King Sadayur saw her confronting a
lion and sent an arrow in that direction The frightened cow
immediately jumped out of the place. In that act, a hoof of
the cow hit the Linga and the cow felt sad for it. However,
Lord Siva was pleased with her devotion and relieved her of
the curse. King Sadayur, appreciating all this, constructed
this temple and worshipped the Lord here. Since the Linga
was daily bathed with Kamadhenu’s milk, the colour of the
linga is white and hence the Lord came to be known as
Palvannanathar (In Tamil ‘Pal’ means milk and ‘vannar
means colour). The Lingamurti is in a slanting position, and
the mark of Kamadhenu’s hoof can be seen on it.

6.SIVA-VISHNUTEMPLE (TYAGARAJANAGAR)

This temple is situated about 10 km from
Tiruvanmiyur. This is a very beautiful temple and worth
seeing. It is said that Peyalwar, one of the 12 Alwars of the
Vaishnava cult, was born here.

7.SUBRAMANYASWAMYTEMPLE (VADAPALANI)

This temple is situated about 3 km from
Tyagarajanagar and considered equal to Palani. This place
is situated north of Palani and hence it is called Vada Palani
(‘Vada’ means ‘north’ in Tamil). The presiding deity is known
as Subramanya Swamy.

8. MARIAMMAN TEMPLE (MANGADU)

Thistemple is about 23 kms on the Madras-Bangalore
Trunk Road. The Goddess, Mariamman (also called
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Kamakshi Amman), is seen here in a standing posture on the
point of a needle, doing penance to regain her lost position
from Her husband. It is believed that an unmarried girl, who
worship the Goddess here continuously for seven weeks, get
married.

9. TIRUVERKATTISWARARTEMPLE (TIRUVERKADU)

This temple is about 5 km from Mangadu. The Lord
dwellingin this templeis known as Tiruverkattiswarar and His
consort, Tiruverkattammai. This place is also known as Vada
Vedaranyam. Moorga Nayanar was born here. The tirth is
known as Velayudha Tirtham.

10. KARUMARIAMMANTEMPLE

This famous temple is situated very near to
Tiruverkattiswarar Temple. The presiding deity known as
Goddess Karumari Amman is very powerful. Puja is also
performed for Sri Chakra installed by Adi Sankara Problems
are believed to be solved and mental peace attained by
worshipping the Goddess here. One could offer a variety of
pujas in this temple. The temple is kept open continuously
from 4.30 A.M. to 10 P.M. on weekdays and from 3 A.M. to
12 midnight on Sundays.

11. TIRUVALITHAYANATHARTEMPLE (PADI)

This temple is situated about 12 kms from Madras on
way to Tirumullaivayil. The Lord dwelling in this temple is
known as Tiruvalithaya Nathar and the Goddess,
Thayammai. It is said that Hanuman and Devaguru

Brihaspati worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as
Hanuman Tirtham.
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62. TIRUMULLAIVAYIL

19 Km from Madras via Padi on way to Tiruvallur.
MASILAMANISWARARTEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Masilamaniswarar and the Goddess, Kodi-idai-Nayaki. The
Vimanam over the sanctum is in a semi-circular form and,
as it is looking like an elephant lying, it is called Gaja Prishta
Vimanam. The tirth is known as Chakra Tirtham. The legend
is that King Tondaiman, being atiracted by Erukku woods
possessed by his enemies, waged a war with them. During
the war he happened to hit a Siva Linga with his sword and
was repenting for the same. Lord Siva appeared and
consoled him. The Lord also sent Nandi to help himto secure
the sacred Erukku woods. As the king won the battlie with the
help of Nandi, he got the Erukku woods and, using them for
Pillars, buitt thistemple. Since the Linga was wounded by the
king’'s sword, it is always covered by sandal paste and
abhishekam is performed to the peetham only. The Nandi,
instead of facing Lord,is facing the other side towards the
battle field. This temple- is more famous for here
Sundaramurti Nayanar getting back his eye-sight, which he
lostin Tiruvotriyur as he broke his promise to his wife, Sangili
Nachiyar. In this temple Vinayaka has got five heads and ten
hands. Hence He is known as Panchamukha Vinayaka.

63. TIRUVALLUR

28 Km from Tirumullaivayil.

TIRTHISWARARTEMPLE

This is a very big temple situated near the famous
Veeraraghava Perumal temple. The Lord glorifying this
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temple 1s known as Tirthiswarar and the Goddess,
Tnpurasundart.

64. TIRUPACHUR

4 Km from Tiruvallur.
PACHURANATHARTEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Pachuranathar and the Goddess, Pashupathinayaki. The
tith is known as Chola Titham. It is said that Vyasa
Maharishi worshipped the Lord here. Chola King is also said
to have worshipped the Lord here and the Lord gave darshan
to him as asnake charmer (Pambatti) underthe bambootree.

65.TIRUVALANGADU

14 km from Tirupachur.
OORDHVATANDAVARTEMPLE

This is one of the Pancha Sabhas for Lord Nataraja,
and known as Ratna Sabha.The Lord dwelling in this temple
is Known as Oordhvatandavar and the Goddess,
Vandarkuzhali. There was a Tandava contest between the
Lord and the Goddess, Kali. During the Tandava, the Lord
raised His right leg vertically above His head which the
Goddess could not do.Hence the Lord here is known as
Oordhvatandavar. It is said that Indra and Adisesha
worshipped the Lord here. The murti of Karajkkal Ammayar
is at the feet of Lord Nataraja, singing hymns in His praise.
ltis very interesting to note that She came to worship the Lord
here by ‘walking’ on her head. Vinayaka here is with His two

consorts, Riddhi and Siddhi. The tirth is known as
Mukti Tirtham.
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66. KOOVAM
30 km from Tiruvalangadu via Tirupachur.

TRIPURANTAKARTEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is Known as
Tripurantakar and the Goddess, Tripurantaki. It is said that
Sakti Devi and the Devas worshipped the Lord here. The tirth
is known as Koopagni Tirtham.

67. ELLAMANGAIKOTTUR
8 km from Koovam via Narasingapuram.

CHANDRASEKARARTEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Chandrasekarar and the Goddess, Kodenthumulaiyal. It is
said that Chandra (Moon) worshipped the Lord here. Hence
the Lord is known as Chandrasekarar. The tirth is known as
Chandra Tirtham.

68. TAKKOLAM

11 km from Ellamangaikottur via Narasingapuram on
way to Kancheepuram.

JALANATHISWARARTEMPLE

The presiding deity is known as Jalanathiswarar and
the Goddess, Girija Kannika. It is said that Goddess Uma,
Indra, Yama, Surya, Chandra and Samvardha Rishi
worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as Parvati
Tirtham.
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69.TIRUMALPUR

18 km from Takkolam on way to Kancheepuram.
MALVANANGUNATHARTEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Malvanangunathar and the Goddess, Anjanakshi or
Karunainayaki. The Lingais always covered with a Kavacha
and pujas and abishekams are performed over the kavacha.
It is said that Mahavishnu worshipped the Lord here and got
back his lost Sudarshana Chakra. Hence the image of
Mahavishnu is also here before the Lord. The tirth is known
as Hari Tirtham.

70. TIRUTTANI

33 km from Tirumalpur via Arakkonam.
SUBRAMANYASWAMYTEMPLE

This majestic temple is built on a hill. There are 365
steps to go to the sanctum. There is also a good ghat road
to reach the temple. This is one of the Aaru Padai Veedu (Six
Celestial Abodes of Lord Subramanya). The presiding deity
is known as Subramanya Swamy. After destroying the
mighty Rakshasa Soorapadman, Lord Subramanya rested
here for soothing (thani) his wrath, hence this place came to
be known as Tiruttani. Lord Subramanya performed various
leelas here. He also married Valli, who was a daughter of a
hunter. The tirth is known as Saravana Poikai located at the
foot of the hill.

44



71.TIRUVALLAM

63 km from Tiruttani via Sholingur and Ranipet.

VALLANATHARTEMPLE

Thetempleis situated on the bank of Ponnairiver. The
Lord adorning this temple is known as Vallanathar and the
Goddess, Vallambikai. The sannidhi is facing west and the
Nandi is facing east. It is said that the Navagrahas
worshipped the Lord here. It is believed that Janaka
Maharaja also worshipped the Lord here and the Lord gave
him darshan. The tirth is known as Sivagangai Tirtham.

72. TIRUVETTIPURAM

54 km from Tiruvallam on way to Vandavasi.

VEDANATHESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Vedanatheswarar andthe Goddess, llamulainayaki. Thereis
also asannidhifor Adikeshava Perumal. It issaid that the four
Vedas worshippedthe Lord here. Thistemple is also famous
because Tirugnanasambandar performed a miracle by
converting a male palmyra tree into a female one yielding
fruits which can be seen even today.

73.TIRUPANANGADU

22 km from Tiruvettipuram

TALAPURISWARARTEMPLE

There are two sannidhis in this temple. In one
the Lord is Talapuriswarar with Devi Amritavalli, said to

45



have been worshipped by Sage Agastya. In the other the
Lord is kxipanatheswarar with Devi Kripanayaki, said to have
been worhshipped by Sage Pulastya.

74. TIRUKURANGANILMUTTAM

8 km from Tirupanangadu Via Dhusi.
VALISWARARTEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as Valiswarar
and the Goddess, lrayar Valayammai. It is said that a
Kurangu (Monkey), an Anil (Squirrel) and a Muttam (Crow),
worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as Vali Tirtham.

75.KANCHZEPURAM

9 km from Tirukuranganil Muttam. This is one of the
Seven Mokshapuris (Sacred cities). The Siva temples are
situated in Siva Kanchi while the Vishnu temples are in
Vishnu Kanchi. There are fourteen important Siva temples.

1.KACHAPESWARARTEMPLE

This temple is situated very near the bus stand. The
Lord adorning this temple is known as Kachapeswarar. It is
said that Mahavishnu, Brahma and Saraswati worshipped
the Lord here. The tirth is known as Ishtasiddhi Tirtham.
According to the legend, once all Devas decided to churn the
ocean to get Amrit by drinking which they would attain
immortality. The Asuras also joined them on the
understanding that they would have an equal share of the
Amrit. Mount Mandara was made the churning post and
serpent Vasuki the rope. Lord Vishnu took the form of a
tortoise (Kachapa) and bore the Mountain Mandara on His
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back. While the churning was going on, Vasuki was unable
to bear the pain and emitted a dreadful poison known as
Alahala. Everyone was terrified. Lord Vishnu, who was in the
form of Kachapa, could not also tolerate the poison and lost
the balance which shook the world. He repented as being the
cause of this, and worshipped Lord Siva here. Hence the
Lord is known as Kachapeswarar.

2. KANCHIKAMAKOTIPEETHAM

This is situated very close to the Kachapeswarar
Temple and considered as among the foremost of the Maths
established by Adi Sankara to propagate the Vedantic
Philosophy of Advaita. The ruling Mathadhipati is called
Sankaracharya. People daily throng here to have the
darshan of His Holiness and also the deity,
Chandramouleeswara, to ‘whom the Sankaracharya
performs Pujas.

3.CHITRAGUPTASWAMY TEMPLE

This temple is situated very near to Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetham. The main deity, Chitraguptaswamy, the
‘accountant’ to Yama (God of Death), is seen with a palmleatf
ledger book and a writing instrument in his hand. The legend
is that once Lord Siva, with Devi Uma, was thinking that
someone should be there to keep a record of the good and
bad acts and deeds of every man and woman.He took a gold
plate and made a drawing on it. Sakti Devi saw beautiful art
in it and asked the Lord to give it life. The Lord gave life to
the picture and named it Chitragupta. Chitragupta chose
Kancheepuram to live in. Hence the place is also known as
Satyavrata Kshetra. This is the only temple for Chitragupta.
He is considered to be the deity controlling the Ketu Graha.
Worshipping Him on a full moon day is beneficial.

47



4. KAMAKSHITEMPLE

This temple is situated about half a kilometre from
Chitraguptaswamy Temple. This place is also considered
as one of the Saktipeethas. Devi Kamakshi, the ruling deity
of this temple, is said to be the Sakti of all Saktis. A Srichakra
is also installed in front of the Goddess. The Goddess is
enshrined in a Mandapam which is called Gayatri
Mandapam. It is said that the 24 pillars of the Mandapam
represent the 24 aksharas of the sacred Gayatri Mantra and
the four walls represent the four Vedas. Devi Kamakshi is
also known as Kamakoti Kamakshi because she fulfills the
desires of Her devotees by Her gracious eyes. The words
‘Ka’ and ‘ma’ refer to Saraswati and Lakshmi, her right and
left eyes. Hence to the right and left of Devi Kamakshi are the
Goddesses, Tapas Kamakshi and Anjana Kamakshi. There
is a sannidhi for Adi Sankara which is also worshipped. It is
said that by worshipping the Goddess here Devi Lakshmi got
herbeauty back which she lostdue to a curse of Mahavishnu,|
Since Devi Kamakshi is enshrined here as the reigning
Goddess of the town, there is no separate sannidhi for the;
Goddess at any of the Siva temples in Siva Kanchi.

5.KUMARAKOTTAMTEMPLE

This ancient temple is situated near the Kamakshi
temple. The presiding deity is Lord Kumara. It is said that
once all the Devas went to see Lord Siva in Kailas. On their
way, seeing Kartikeya everyone saluted Him, but Brahma
thought Him to be a child and did not pay attention.Kartikeya
stopped him and asked him the meaning of the ‘Pranava’.
As Brahma could not tell the meaning properly, Lord Muruga
imprisoned him and undertook the task of creation from
Brahma. Hence, Kumara is seen here with a single face and
four hands, atemporary form which He assumed at that time.
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There is a sannidhi for Lord Siva as ‘Somaskanda Murti’. A
sannidhi for Kachiappa Sivachariar is also here, who got the
divine grace of Lord Kumara and composed the sacred
Skanda Puranam in Tamil.

6. EKAMBARESWARAR TEMPLE

This famous temple is situated about half a kilometre
from Kumarakottam temple. This is one of the Pancha
Bhoota Kshetras and represents Prithvi (Earth).and
therefore known as Prith/i Kshetra The Lingamurti is made
of sand and hence always covered with a Kavacha. The Lord
is known as Ekambareswarar. The gopuram of the temple
is 192 ft. in height with 9 storeys. There is a mango tree said
to be more than 3000 years nld and considered very sacred.
The tree has four branches which are said to represent the
four Vedas.The leaves ofthe branches are different fromone
another. The mango fruits of the four branches also differ in
taste. There is a belief that if a childless woman eats a fruit
of this tree she is blessed with a child. It is said that Devi
Parvati worshipped Lord Siva under this mango tree. There
is a separate sannidhi for Mahavishnu known as Nilathunda
Perumal. The tirth is known as Kampa Tirtham. It is said that
Sundaramurti Nayanar got his eyesight restored here. The
Vedas also worshipped the Lord here. According to the
legend, once Devi Parvati, for amusement, closed the eyes
of Lord Siva by her hands by which the entire universe was
plungedinto dense darkness. Lord Sivaopened His third eye
and provided light to the universe. Though the Devi acted out
of sport, even then Lord Siva asked her to do penance on
the-earth. As such, she came down here and was doing the
penance. Lord Siva wanted to test her penance. He caused
a flood by lifting the Ganga from His head. To save the sand
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Linga she was worshipping from the flood, Devi clasped it to
her chest. The Lord was pleased and directed her that she
should go to Tiruvannamalai to do penance there also. Near
the Dwajastambham there is a sannidhi for Lord
Mayananathar.

7. ONAKANTHISWARAR TEMPLE

This temple 1s situated near the Power House. The
LLord dwelling in this temple i1s known as Onakanthiswarar.
ltiscaid Onanand Kanthan, two asuras, worshippedthe Lord
here and hence the Lord is known as Onakanthiswarar. It
is said the Devas also worshipped the Lord here. Sundarar
sang in praise of the Lord and got gold by His grace. The tirth
IS known as Vishnu Tirtham.

8. KAILASANATHAR TEMPLE

This ancient and famous temple is situated about 1.5
km from the bus stand. The Lord is known as Kailasanathar.
The Lingamurti is 8 ft. in height with 16 facial bands. There
are 58 small mandapams encircling and facing the Lord. The
architectural and sculptural beauty is worth seeing. An
interasting legend connected with this temple 1s that the king
warnied to perform Kumbhabhishekam to this temple on a
particular Jay. But, in his dream, the Lord told him that He
would go first to Tinnanoor where the saint, Poosala
Nayanar, was perforiming Kumbhabhishekam on that day.
The king desired to witness the Kumohabhishekam, so he
went there but could not find any temgle, instead he found
Poosalar in penance under a tree. The king narrated the
dream to Poosalar. Moved by the love bestowed ori '™ by
the Lord, Poosala Nayanar told the king that he had built a
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temple in his heart and was performing Kumbhabhishekam
forit. Thenthe king built a temple at Tinnanoor and thereafter
he performed Kumbhabhishekam of the Kailasanathar
Temple.

9. ANEKA-THANKA-PATHESWARAR TEMPLE

Thistemple isvery close to the Kailasanathar Temple.
The Lord adorning this temple is known as Aneka-thanka-
patheswarar (Kavathanathar). It is said that Vinayaka and
Kubera worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as
Thanu Tirtham.

10. AGASTISWARAR TEMPLE

This temple is situated east of the Kailasanathar
Temple. The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Agastiswarar. At the time of the Siva-Parvati wedding, Sage
Agastya was directed by Lord Siva to proceed to the south.
Agastya felt reluctant to be away at this time, as he was
looking forward to having the darshan of Siva and Parvati in
their wedding scene. On assurance of a special darshan to
him later on, Agastya came to this place at Kancheepuram.
He installed this Linga and worshipped the Lord here. it is
said that Sri Rama and Lakshmana visited this place while
on their way in search of Sita. Sri Rama worshipped the Lord
here and got Pashupatastram from Him. Sri Rama is said to
have again visited this place while on way back from Lanka
and worshipped the Lord here to expiate for his sin of having
killed Ravana. The tirth is Known as Sarva Tirtham.

11. TIRU-METRALI-NATHAR TEMPLE
This temple is located at Pillaiyarpalayam in Western
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Kanchi. The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Tirumetralinathar and the Goddess, Tirumetralinayaki.
There is also a sannidhi for Gnanasambandar. It is said that

Mahavishnu worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known
as Vishnu Tirtham.

12. PUNYAKOTISWARAR TEMPLE

This temple is located at Vishnu Kanchi in Yanai Katti
Street. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Punyakotiswararandthe Goddess, Punyakotiswari. The tirth
IS known as Koti Tirtham.

13. SATYAVRATESWARAR TEMPLE

This temple is situated very near to the Government
Hospital. The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Satyavrateswarar (Karaithirunathar) and the Goddess,
Karaikuzhaliamman. Thetirthis knownas Indra Tirtham. The
Sthalapurana says that Sivi (Indra), disgusted with the
pleasures of the Devalokas, wanted mukti (Iiberation) and
sought the help of Devaguru Brihaspati, to tell him the ways
of attaining mukti. Brihaspati advised him to go to Kanchi and
wcrship Lord Satyavrateswarar. He furthertold himthat if any
bhakta 120k bath in the temple-tank once and worshipped
Lord Satyavrateswarar he would become Indra and if he took
two baths he would hecome Brahma, and if he took three
baths he would get mukti or moksha. But if he took a bau
on Wednesday and worshipped the Lord there, it was sure
to bring mukti. Accordingly, Sivitook bath on a Wednesday
and the Lord appeared before him and gave him libaration.
ltis said that Budha (Mercury) also worshippedthe Lord nere.
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14. MUKTISWARAR TEMPLE

This temple is situated in Gandhi Road. The Lord
adorning this tample is known as Muktiswarar. The story is
that Tirukurippu Thondar voluntarily washed the clothes of
the devotees of Lord Siva who came on pilgrimage to
Kancheepuram. Once, during winter, he met an aged
devotee in dirty and tattered clothes and requested him for
the washing of his clothes. The aged man hesitated as he
had no spare clothes, but finally agreed provided that the
clothes were returned to him duly washed before sunset.
Thondar agreed and went to the tank to wash them. A while
later, the sky was overcast and a heavy rain followed which
drenched the clothes and sunset was also nearing.
Tirukurippu Thondar trembled in the mind at the thought of
committing the sin of breach of promise to the aged devotee.
He decided to commit suicide by striking his head against the
granite stone he used for washing the clothes. At that
moment, Lord Siva appeared before him ard revealed that
the aged devotee was none other than Himself. Lord Siva
praised the noble qualities of Tirukurippu Thondar and-
assured him of Mukti at the end of his life. The Lingamurti
consecratedinthe temple came to be called Muktiswararand
Tirukurippu Thondar as Tirukurippu Thondanayanar.

76. MAGARAL

16 Km from Kancheepuram on way to Uttiramerur.
ADAIKALAMKATHANATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Adaikalamkathanathar and the Goddess, Bhuvananayaki. It
is said that worship of the Lord on Monday fulfils one’s
wishes. Angapradakshina is also done in the temple for the
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blessing of a child. It is believed that Indra worshipped the
Lord here. The tirth is known as Agni Tirtham.

77. TIRUKACHUR

50 Km from Magaral via Uttiramerur, Chengalpattu
and Singaperumalkovil.

VIRUNDITTANATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple 1s known as
Virundittanathar and the Goddess, Anjanakshi. The
Lingamurtiis very small. Itis saidthat Mahavishnu inthe form
of a Tortoise (Kachhapa ) worshipped the Lord here,
therefore the Lord is also known as Kachhapeswarar. The
tirth is known as Amutha Tirtham. ltis also said that food was
served by the Lord to Sundaramurti who arrived here with
fatigue and hunger on a hot mid-day. The Lord went round
the town in disguise as a mendicant and fetched food for the
devotee and fed him.

To the west of this temple is a small hillock known as
Aushadagiri with a Siva temple at the top dedicated to
Aushadeeswarar. Ailments of all kinds are believed to be
cured by worshipping the Lord here.

78. TIRUVIDAICHURAM

20 Km from Tirukachur via Chengalpattu on way to
Tirupporur.
IDAICHURANATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Idaichuranathar with Devi Imayambikai. It is said that
Gnanasambandar was proceeding from Kanchi to
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Pakshitirtham and did not see this temple which was on his
way. The Lord gave a voice as to why Sambandar was
passing without worshipping Him and on hearing the voice
Gnanasambandar returned and worshipped the Lord here.
The camphor lit on the Ahuti is reflected on the Lingamurti
to signify that the Lord appeared before Gnanasambandar
in Jyoti Swaroop. Maharishi Gautama and Sanatkumaras
also worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as Indra
Tirtham.

79. TIRUPPORUR

17 Km from Tiruvidaichuram. There are two temples.

1. SUBRAMANYA SWAMY TEMPLE

The presiding deity is known as Subramanyaswamy
with His two consorts Valli and Deivayanai. On the eastern
side of the sanctum, one can see a Palmyra tree and an ant-
hill. Under the ant-hill, the Swayambhu Murti of Lord Muruga
with Valli and Deivayanai is seen on a small peetham. It is
said that Chidambara Swamigal used to perform
abhishekam to this murti. But now the murti is covered by a
Kavacha and no abhishekamis done. it is said that here, Lord
Muruga told the meaning of Pranava to Agastya Muni. The
dwajastambham is found here in front of the Rajagopuram,
while, usually, it is seen after entering the Rajagopuram.

2. KAILASANATHAR TEMPLE

This temple is situated on a hill known as
Pranavamalaivery nearto Subramanyaswamy Temple. The
Lord glorifying this temple is known as Kailasanatharand the
Goddess, Balambikai. it is said that Mahavishnu and
Lakshmi were subjected to a curse of Kanva Maharishi. Ti =
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worshipped the Lord here and got liberated from the curse.
There is a temple for Vinayaka while going up the hill.

80. MAHABALIPURAM

20 Km from Tirupporur.
SIVA TEMPLE

This Siva temple is located near the seashore. There
are numerous caves and huge stone rathas nearby which are
worth seeing. There were many temples existing here in the
past but, due to constant erosion of land by the sea, most
of them were submerged.

81. TIRUKKALUKUNRAM

14 Km from Mahabalipuram on way to Chengalpattu.
There are two important temples.

1. VEDAGIRISWARAFR TEMPLE

The temple is located on a hill called Vedagiri. There
are 530 steps to reach the sanctum. The Lord adorning this
temple is known as Vedagiriswarar and the Goddess,
Chokkanayaki. The hill itself is considered to be holy
because, as can be seen by the name, it represents the four
Vedas. It is said that, long back, the Vedas were only one
and, later on, it was divided into four. As the Vedas did not
like the division, they prayed to the Lord that they should be
united. So, Lord Siva directed them to take the form of a
mountain and rest at Tirukkalukunram and He shall show the
light to the world which is immersed in Agnana. ltis also said
that once Mahavishnu visited Lord Siva at Mount Kailas
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leaving his vahan Garuda to the care of Nandi. Garuda spoke
lowering the strength of Lord Siva. Nandi got furious and
would not tolerate the insult of his master. As Garuda could
not stand the breath of Nandi in anger, he cried for help.
Mahavishnu came to the rescue and asked Siva to cool down
Nandi. Lord Siva advised Nandi to keep peace and said that
wisdom should not give way to anger. Repentant Nandi
desired to do penance to get rid of the sin and Lord Siva
directed him to go to Tirukkalukunram. To test Nandi’s
penance, the Lord sent Indra to disturb him. But,
unperturbed, Nandi continued his penance. Lord Siva,
pleased, asked Nandi for a boon. Nandi said that he wanted
no boon for himself, but that even the worst sinners be
relieved of their sins if they worshipped the Lord here. The
prayer was granted by the Lord. Hence this place is
considered very sacred. According to the legend, there were
two rishis, Athi and Sambhu. Athi was devoted to Lord Siva
and Sambhu to Sakti. They lived a saintly life, offering pujas
to their respective deities. But each of them thought that his
deity was superiorto the other’'s. They had a quarrel overthat.
Lord Siva appeared and told them that Siva and Sakti were
equal and co-ordination between them was needed for
creation and continuance of the universe. Hence there was
no question of superiority or inferiority. But they were notl
satisfied. Then Lord Siva cursed them to become vultures. it
is believed that these Pakshis visit here to get rid of their sins.
Hence this place is also known as ‘Pakshitirtham’. It is still a
mystery how they come exactly at 12 Noon every day for
taking the sweet rice from the hand of the priest. Itis also said
that they take bath at Kashi, visit Rameswaram for prayer,
then take their food at Tirukkalukunram and rest at Chidam-

baram.
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2. MOOVAR KOVIL

At the foot of the hill, there are separate sannidhis for
Saints Appar. Sundarar and Gnanasambandar. Hence it is
known as Moovar Kovil ‘Temple of the Three’. It is said that
these three nayanmars did not want to defile the holy hill by
setting their feet on it, so they preferred to worship the Lord
from the foot of the hill. There is also a temple dedicated to
Lord Siva known as Bhaktavasala and the goddess
Tripurasundari. Thetirthis known as Sanku (Conch) Tirtham.
It is also said that, till the last century, once in 12 years, a
conch used to appear from this tank with bubble and loud
sound. It seems that now it is non-existant.

82. MELAMARUVATHUR

48 Km from Tirukkalukunram via Chengalpattu and
Madurantakam.

ADI PARASAKTI TEMPLE

The Goddess adorning this temple is known as Adi
Parasakti and considered to be very powerful. Special pujas
are offered on Sundays. During special functions, devotees
wear red clothes and worship the Goddess by doing
angapradakshina (going around the temple lying flat on the
ground) and get their prarthanas fulfilled.

83. ACHCHARAPAKKAM
4 Km from Melamaruvathur.
BHAGRAPURISWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Bhagrapuriswarar and the Goddess, Adisundaranayaki. The
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tirth is known as Bhanu Tirtham. According to the legend,
there were three big rakshasas known as Tripuras. They had
received boons of enormous powers and then started giving
terrible troubles to all the Devas. The Devas approached
Lord Siva to kill the asuras. They built a big chariot for Him
forthe purpose. But they failed to even think of Lord Vinayaka
before making this chariot. The worship of Lord Vinayaka
first, is a must before starting anything. To teach them a
lesson, Lord Vinayaka loosend the axle (achhu) of the chariot
wheel and as a result it broke (Iru) at this place. Hence the
place is known as Achcharapakkam.

84. MAILAM

50 Km from Achcharapakkam via Tindivanam.
SUBRAMANYA SWAMY TEMPLE

The presiding deity is known as Subramanyaswamy
with His two consorts, Valli and Deivayanai. The peacock is
facing north.

85. TIRUVAKKARAI

14 Km from Mailam via Perambakkam.
CHANDRASEKHARESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Chandrasekhareswarar and the Goddess, Vadivambikai.
The Linga has three faces representing the three yugas
already passed. It is said that Vakrasura and Chandra
(Moon) worshipped the Lord here. There is a separate
sannidhi for Vakra Kali which is very famous. The tirth is
known as Brahma Tirtham.
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86. OZHUNTHIYAPATTU

25 Km from Tiruvakkarai via Perambakkam and
Vannur.

ARASILINATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Arasilinathar and the Goddess, Perianayaki. It is said that
Vamadeva Maharishi worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is
known as Arasili Tirtham.

87. IRUMBAI

10 Km from Ozhunthiyapattu on way to Pondicherry.
MAKALESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Makaleswarar and the Goddess Kuyilmozhinayaki. It is said
that Maharshi Makalar worshipped the Lord here. The tirth
is known as Makala Tirtham.

88. PONDICHERRY
12 Km from Irumbai.
MANAKKULA VINAYAKAR TEMPLE

This temple is very near to the famous Aravinda
Ashram. The presiding deity is Lord Vinayaka, known as
Manakkula Vinayakar, and considered very powerful. Two

Siva temples nearby for Kalathiswarar and Vedapuriswarar
are also worth seeing.
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89. VILLIANUR

9 Km from Pondicherry on way to Villupuram.
TIRUKAMESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Tirukameswarar and the Goddess, Kokilambikai. This is a
Swayambhu Linga. The sacred car (rath) festival is held in
the month of June every year which attracts thousands of
piligrims. The tirth is known as Brahma Tirtham.

90. ANDAR KOIL

13 Km from Villianur on way to Villupuram.
VADUKOORNATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Vadukoornathar and the Goddess, Vaduvakirkanni. The
River Pennai is considered to be the tirtham here. It is said
that Bhairava and Ugraveerya Rishi worshipped the Lord
here.

91. PANAYAPURAM

25 Km from Andar Koil.
PANANKATTISWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Panankattiswarar and the Goddess, Puravambal. It is said
that Suryadeva worshipped the Lord here. During the first
seven days of the Tamil month, ‘Chithirai’, the rays of the sun
first fall on the Lord and then onthe Goddess, in the sanctum.
The tirth is known as Amrita Tirtham.
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92. TIRUAMATTUR

17 Km from Panayapuram via Villupuram.
AZHAKUKATHALAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Azhakukathalar and the Goddess, Azhakammai. It is said
that Kamadhenu, the divine cow, worshipped the Lord here.
The tirth is known as Pashu Tirtham.

93. TIRUVANNAMALAI

65 Km from Tiruamattur.
ARUNACHALESWARAR TEMPLE

This is one of the ‘Pancha Bhoota Kshetras’ and
represents ‘Fire’ and therefore known as Agni Kshetra. It is
also known as ‘The Hill of the Holy Beacon’. This is one of
the biggest templesin South India andvery famous. The Lord
dwelling in this temple is known as Arunachaleswarar and
the Goddess, Unnamulai. This is the birth place of the
famous Saint Arunagirinathar who composed the great
Tiruppugazh songs. Ramana Maharishi, a universally
acclaimed saint, also lived here. The tirth is known as
Sivagangai Tirtham. Karthigai Deepam Day is celebrated as
a big festival here and a huge oil lamp is lit up at the top of
the hill which can be seen from miles around. Two puranic
episodes are associated with this temple, one of
Lingodbhava and the other of Ardhanaricwara. In the first,
Lord Siva established His supremacy. Vishnu and Brahma
had a dispute over their superiority. When they were so
fighting, Lord Siva appeared between them in the form of a
towering column of fire and a voice from the sky (‘asareer’)
said that they should cease fighting and the matter could be
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settled if they found out the lower and upper ends of this
column. Thereafter both Vishnu and Brahma started out on
their quest, assuming the forms of a boar and a swan
respectively. Both of them were unsuccessful in their attempt
to locate the ends of the endless Lord Siva. They returned
and offered prayers to Lord Siva. Conceding to their prayer
Lord Siva changed His form of a column of fire and became
a ‘sthavara’ (steady linga) in the shape of the Arunachala Hill.
Thus the Lingodbhava took place here. As the hill itself is
considered to be a ‘Jyotir Linga’, the pilgrims do
Giripradakshanam, i.e. go around the hill, by foot, a
circumference of about 14 K.M. The other episode is that
Goddess Parvati once playfully coveredthe eyes of Lord Siva
by her hands by which the entire universe was plunged into
dense darkness. With a view to pay the penalty for the sin,
Goddess Parvati went to Kancheepuram where She made
aLingaof earth and worshipped the Lord . The Lord told Her
that She should also go to Tiruvannamalai and do penance.
Thus she did penance here and united with the Lord. Hence
the Lord is also known as Ardhanariswara.

94. TIRUKKOYILUR

34 Km from Tiruvannamalai. There are two important
temples.

1. ARAYANI NATHAR TEMPLE (ARAKANDANALLUR)

This temple is situated on &« hillock very near to
Railway Station. The Lord adorning this temple is knowr: as
Arayaninathar and the Goddess, Arunayaki. The sannidhiis
facing west. Itis said that Prachanda Rishiand the Pandavas
worshipped the Lord here. ‘The River Pennai is considered
to be the tirtham here.
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2. VIRATTESWARAR TEMPLE

The templeis situated about 2 Km from Arayaninathar
Temple. Thisis one of the Ashta Veerattana Kshetras of Lord
Siva. The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Viratteswarar andthe Goddess, Sivanandavalli. It is said that
theSamhara of Andhakasurawas done bythe Lordhere. The
River Pennai is the tirtham here.

95. T. EDAIYARU

17 Km from Tirukkoyilur on way to Tiruvennainallur.
EDAIYARU NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Edaiyarunathar and the Goddess, Chitridainayaki. It is said
that Sukhabrahma Rishi worshipped the Lord here. The
River Pennai is the tirth here.

96. TIRUVENNAINALLUR

6 Km from T.Edaiyaru.
THADUTHATKONDESWARAR TEMPLE

The lord glorifying this temple is known as
Thaduthatkondeswarar and the Goddess, Verkanni.
Meikanda Sivachariar was born here. It is said that Rishi
Sambhupatta worshipped the Lord here. It is here that Lord
Siva stopped the marriage of Sundaramurti and made him
His ardent devotee. The River Pennaiis consideredto be the
tirtham here.
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97. GRAMAM

4 Km from Tiruvennainallur on way to Arasur.
MUNDEESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Mundeeswarar and the Goddess, Kanaarkuzhali. It is said
that Brahma and Indra worshipped the Lord here. The tirth
is known as Kannayira Tirtham. The dance performed here
by the Lord is known as Sundara Natanam.

98. NEIVENNAI

30 Km from Gramam via Tiruvennainallur and
Pandur.

VENNAIAPPAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Vennaiappar and the Goddess, Neelamalarkanni. It is said
that Sashika Rishi worshipped the Lord here.The River
Pennai is the tirth here. This ancient temple is now in a
dilapidated condition.

99. TIRUMANALLUR

26 Km from Neivennai via Ulundurpet on way to
Panrutti.

NAVALESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Navaleswarar and the Goddess, Sundarambikai. There is a
sannidhi for Varadaraja Perumal. This is the birth place of
Sundaramurti Nayanar, hence there is a sannidhi for him
also.
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100. TIRUTHURAIYUR

20 Km from Tirumanallur via Panrutti.
THURAIYURNATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Thuraiyurnathar and the Goddess, Poongothainayaki. This
is a Swayambhu Linga. The sannidhi is facing west. It is said
that Narada Muni worshipped the Lord here. The Lord gave
darshan to Sundaramurti Nayanar here. Arulnandi
Sivachariar attained moksha here. The River Pennai is the
tirth here.

101. TIRU¥ADIGAI

7 Km from Panrutti onway to Tiruppapuliyur.
VEERATTANATHAR TEMPLE

This is one of the Ashta Veerattana kshetras of Lord
Siva. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Veerattanathar and the Goddess, Athigainayaki. The Lord
came on a chariot and killed the Tripuras by burning them
here. Hence the garbagrihais inthe style of a chariot. Appar
was cured here of his severe stomach ailment by the Lord.
It is said that Brahma, Vishnu and Garuda worshipped the
Lord here. The tirth is known as Sula Gangai Tirtham.

102. TIRUMANIKUZHI

16 Km from Tiruvadigai on way to Tiruppapuliyur.
MANICKAVARADAR TEMPLE

The presiding deity, Lord Manickavaradar, is
supposed to be with His consort, Manickavalli, in private and
hence there is a curtain before the garbaghriha. On the
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curtain, the picture of Bhimarudra is painted. Puja and
deeparadhanaare perfarmed first to Bhimarudra and with his
permission the curtain is raised for the public to have the
darshan of the Lord. It is believed that Mahavishnu, during
His Vamana Avatar worshipped Lord Siva here. The River
Pennai is the tirth here.

103. TIRUPPAPULIYUR

9 Km from Tirumanikuzhi on way to Cuddalore.
THONDRATHUNAI NATHAR TEMPLE '~

This is an ancient and a very big temple. The Lorc
adorning this temple is known as Thondrathunainathar anc
the Goddess, Thokainayaki. It is believed that Rish
Vyaghrapada worshipped the Lord here and hence the place
came to be known as Puliyur (Vyaghra (Tiger) means Pul
in Tamil). Appar was thrown into the sea by the Pallava King
for refusing to sing in his praise. Instead of drowning, Appar
reached this place safely from the sea chanting the name of
the Lord. The River Pennai is the tirth here.

104. TIRUCHOPURAM

24 Km from Tiruppapuliyur via Cuddalore and
Alappakkam.

CHOPURANATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Chopuranathar and the Goddess, Chopuranayaki. It is said
that Agastya Maharishi worshipped the Lord here. This
temple was under the sand and discovered 125 years back
by two Tambirans and hence it is also known as Tambiran
Kanda (discovered) Sthalam. The tirth is known as Parama
Tirtham.
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105. THEERTHA NAGARI

12 Km from Tiruchopuram via Alappakkam.
TIRUNTHISWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Tirunthiswarar and the Devi, llamkombannal. The Lord is
said to have helped a harijan to cultivate thinai (millet) and
therefore this place is also called Tiruthinainagar. The tirth
is known as Manimutharu Tirtham.

106. VRIDHACHALAM

59 Km-from Theerthanagari via Kulanchawdi.
PAZHAMALAI NATHAR TEMPLE

This is an ancient and a very big temple. The Lord
adorning this temple is known as Pazhamalainathar and the
Goddess, Perianayaki. Besides the Lingamurti, there are
idols of seven Kalis and 21 Rishis. ltis said that Brahma and
Ashtavasus worshipped the Lord here. It is also said that the
Lord gave darshan to Mahavishnu as a Brahmin. The tirth
is known as Manimutharu Tirtham. Like Mani Karnika ghat
in Varanasi, the Manimutharu ghat is also very sacred for
immersion of ashes as part of the last rites which are
performed for the departed soul. Vinayaka's temple is
situated 25 feet below the ground level and hence heis called
‘Patala Vinayaka'.

107. PENNAGADAM
19 Km from Vridhachalam.
CHUDARKOZHUNDHU NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
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Chudarkozhundhu Nathar and the Devi, Kadanthainayaki.
The Vimana over the sanctum is in Gaja Urishta style and
the Moolasthanam has got three windows on three sides. It
is believed that this Swayambhu Linga was protected by the
celestial elephant, Irawata, which stood covering the Lord
and hence the moolasthanam is in the same form. It is said
that Rambha, Kamadhenu and Irawata worshipped the Lord
here. This is the birth place of Kalikamba Nayanar. The River
Ketila is the tirth here.

108. TIRUVATTATHURAI

7 Km from Pennagadam on way to Titagudi.
ARATHURAI NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Arathurainathar and His consort, Anandanayaki. It is said
that Sapta Rishis and Indra worshipped the Lord here. It is
also said that Lord Siva sent an umbrella and a palanquin
to Sambandar, who came on foot. The carvings of
Ashtalakshmis are worth seeing. The River Ketila is the tirth
here.

109. RAJENDRAPATTINAM

25 Km from Tiruvattathurai via Pennagadam.
NEELAKANTHESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Neelakantheswarar and the Goddess, Neelamalarkanni. ltis
said that Nagaraja worshipped the Lord here. Thisisthe birth
place of Tiruneelakantha Nayanar. The River Manimutharu
is the tirth here.
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110. KOODALAIYATTUR

19 Km from Rajendrapattinam via Srimushnam and
Achala.

NERIKATTRU NAYAKESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Nerikattrunayakeswarar and His consort,
Purikuzhalainayaki. It is said that Valmiki Maharishi
worshipped the Lord here. It is also said that the Lord
misgdided Sundaramurti Nayanar in his paths who was
proceeding to Vridhachalam, to make him sing on Him in this
temple. The River Manimutharu is the tirth here.

111. GANGAIKONDACHOLAPURAM

26 Km from Koodalaiyattur.
GANGAIKONDACHOLESWARAR TEMPLE

This big and famous temple is built by Rajendra
Chola-l, son of Raja Raja Chola who constructed the famous
Thanjavur temple. The Lord adorning this temple is known
as Gangaikondacholeswarar and the Goddess,
Brahmanayaki. The murtis of Saraswati, Lakshmi and
Chandesanugraha (a devotee of Siva) are very famous here.
The Navagrahas are on a chariot with seven horses. Durga
is also seen with 20 hands in the posture of killing the demon,
Mahishasura. There is a huge Nandi carved out of a single
block of stone.

112. TIRUKKADAMBUR

25 Km from Gangaikondacholapuram via
Mannargudi towards Omampuliyur.
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AMRITA GHATESWARAR TEMPLE (KHARAKKOIL)

The Moolasthanam of this temple is in the form of a
chariot with wheels and horses. The Lord glorifying this
temple is known as Amrita Ghateswarar and the Goddess,
Jyotiminnammai. Here Vinayaka is known as Aaravara
Ganapati. It is said that Indra worshipped the Lord here and
got Amritam. The tirth is known as Amrita Tirtham.

113. OMAMPULIYUR

4 Km from Tirukkadambur.
TUYARTEERTHA NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Tuyarteerthanathar and the Goddess, Poonkodinayaki. It is
said that at this place, Devi obtained Mantropadesa from
Lord Sivain Dakshinamurti swaroop. Hence there is a unique
Sabha for Dakshinamurti. The tirth is known as Siva Tirtham.

114. KANATTAMPULIYUR
9 Km from Omampuliyur.
PATANJALI NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Patanjalinathar and the Goddess, Kanarkuzhali. It is said
that Patanjali Maharishi worshipped the Lord here and hence
the Lord is called Patanjalinathar. The tirth is known as Siva
Pushkarini.

115. TIRUNARAIYUR
12 Km from Kanattampuliyur.
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SOUNDARESWAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Soundareswar and the Goddess, Tripurasundari. It is said
that a Gandharva was born as Narai (Crane) due to a curse
of Durvasa Maharishi and he worshipped the Lord here.
Hence the place is called Tirunaraiyur. There is a sannidhi
for Vinayaka which is very famous. It is said that Vinayaka
took prasadam from the hand of Nambi Andar, the priest’s
son. The tirth is known as Karunya Tirtham.

116. CHIDAMBARAM

18 Km from Tirunaraiyur. There are five important
temples.

1. NATARAJA TEMPLE

This is one of the Pancha Bhoota Kshetras and
represents ‘sky’ and therefore known as Akasha kshetra.
The temple is very famous and one of the biggest in South
India. The place is also known as Bhookailas. This is also
one of the five famous Natana Sabhas for Lord Siva known
as Kanaka Sabha. The Lord here is known as Nataraja,
which means king among the dancers. He is a Cosmic
dancer and the dance He performed here is known as
Ananda Tandavam. The Lord is also known here as
Sabhanayakar and the Goddess, Sivakammiammai. The
main Gopuram of this temple has got nine storeys and its
outer walls bear miniature statues depicting the entire Natya
Karnas consisting of 108 forms of dances. The whole art work
IS very captivating and one could call it as poems carved on
stone. The murti of Lord Nataraja is made of pure gold and
kept open for darshan for six specified periods of a day. On
the nght side of Lord Nataraja’s sanctum is located the
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famous Chidambara Rahasya. It is a garland of golden vilva
leaves. As soon as the deeparadhana is performed for the
main deity, deeparadhana is also performed for the
Chidambara Rahasya where devotees throng in hundreds to
witness the same. The major worship is when the
abhishekam is performed to a spatika Linga at the Kanaka
Sabha. Abhishekam is also performed to Ratna Sabhapati,
a Ruby form of Lord Nataraja, which takes place daily at
10.00 a.m. There are separate sannidhis for Lord
Tirumoolanathar and Goddess Umayammai. 1t is said that,
among others, Vyasa, Suga and Sounaka Rishis worshipped
the Lord here. There is also a sannidhi for Govindaraja
Perumal. There is an idol of Mukkuruni Vinayaka which is
considered to be the biggest in India. There is a fascinating
puranic legend about Chidambaram that the Rishis of
Darukavanam were very arrogant due to their tapasyas and
learning. Lord Siva wanted to teach them a lesson. He took
the form of Bhikshadanar and Lord Vishnu took the form of
Mohini and both came to Darukavanam. The wives of the
Rishis were very much fascinated by the beauty of the divine
couple which enraged the Rishis. From a sacrificial fire, they
sent a Tiger to kill them. But Lord Siva killed the Tiger and
wore its skin. The Rishis then sent a poisonous serpent. Siva
tied it round His neck. Then again the Rishis sent Muyalaka,
a mighty asura. The Lord crushed the asura under His feet.
Then the Rishis realised and repented for their follies and
begged pardon before the Lord. Then Lord Siva, assuming
the form of Nataraja, performed various dances before the
Rishis and the Devas. On hearing about this dance from Lord
Vishnu, Adisesha also desired to witness the same and
prayed to Lord Siva for it. The Lord advised him to go to
Chidambaram where he could witness the dance. Then
Adisesha was reborn as Patanjali and went to the forest of
Chidambaram where, along with Rishi Vyaghrapada, he
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worshiped the Lord and prayed for the dance. Lord Nataraja
agreed to perform the dance for his devotees but Bhadrakali,
the presiding deity of the village, would not allow the Lord to
dance. Then a competition in dance was held between the
Lord and Bhadrakali. Lord Siva defeated Bhadrakali and,
since then, He is dwelling in this place.

2. TILLAI KALIAMMAN TEMPLE

This temple is situated about 2.5 Km from Nataraja
Temple. The main deity of this temple is Goddess Kali known
as Tillaikaliamman. The legend says that this temple was
built for the Goddess who came to reside here after Her
defeat.

3. PASHUPATESWARAR TEMPLE (TIRUVETKALAM)

This temple is located about 5 Km from
Tillaikaliamman Temple and close to the Annamalai
University. The Lord dwelling in this temple Iis known as
Pashupateswarar and the Goddess, Nallanayaki. It is
believed that Arjuna worshipped the Lord here and received
Pashupatastra from Him. It is said that Narada Muni also

worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as Narada
Tirtham.

4. UCHINATHESWARAR TEMPLE (SIVAPURI)

This is situated about 2 Km from Tiruvetkalam. The
Lord glorifying this temple is known as Uchinatheswarar and

the Goddess, Kanakambikai. It is said that Kanva Maharishi
worshipped the Lord here.
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5. PALVANNANATHAR TEMPLE (KARAIMEDU)

Thisis situated very close to Uchinatheswarartemple.
The Lord adorning this temple is known as Palvannanathar
and the Goddess, Vedanayaki. The original temple was
submerged in Kollidam River. Therefore this temple was
constructed. The River Kollidam is the tirth here.’

117. ACHALPURAM

13 Km from Chidambaram via Kollidam.
SIVALOKA TYAGESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Sivalokatyageswarar and the Goddess, Umayammai. The
tith is known as Panchakshara Tirtham. It is said that
Tirugnana Sambandar came here in his wedding dress with
his wife. It is also said that Rishis Bhrigu, Atri, Kakabhusand
and Agastya worshipped the Lord here.

118. TIRU MAHENDRA PALLI
7 Km from Achalpuram.
TIRUMENIYALAGAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Tirumeniyalagar and the Goddess, Vadivambikai. The tirth
is known as Mandara Pushkarini. It is said that once in this
temple, a rat tried to feed on the ghee in the lamp. At that
time, the light being emitted by the lamp was dim but, by the
act of the rat, it became bright as the ‘thiri’ (wick) was
rekindled. Pleased with the act, the Lord gave a boon to the
rat to become Mahabali Chakravarti in its next birth.
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119. SIRKALI

24 Km from Tirumahendrapalli via Achalpuram and
Kollidam. There are two important temples.

1. BRAHMAPURISWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Brahmapuriswarar and the Goddess, Tirunilainayaki. Lord
Siva is generally worshipped in three forms. i.e. Guru, Linga
and Sangama. Here, all the three forms are seen.
Umamaheswarar or Thoniappar is regarded as Guru form.
Brahmapuriswarar is the Linga form and Sattanathaswamy
is Sangama form. It is believed Sangama form is one of the
eight aspects of Bhairava. On Fridays, at midnight, a speclal
puja is performed for Lord Sattanathaswamy. A coat of vivet
(Punugu) is laid on the Murti during this puja. The Vimana
over the sanctum is looking like a boat. Kali worshipped the
Lord here and therefore the place is known as Sirkali. This
is the place where Gnanasambandar was born and fed by
Goddess Parvati with Divine Milk due to which at the age of
3 years he became a great saint. Tirugnana Sambandar
composed 640 verses on Lord Siva. In the outer prakara
there is a separate sannidhi for him. It is worth mentioning
here that Adi Sankara in his ‘Soundarya Lahiri’, praised
Gnanasambandar calling him Dravida Shishu who received
the grace of the Mother Sakti. It is said that Vishnu, Brahma,
Brihaspati, Indra, Surya, Chandra and Rahu worshipped the
Lord here. The tirth is known as Chakra Tirtham.

2. SAPTAPURISWARAR TEMPLE (TIRUKKOLAKKA)

This temple is situated about 1 Km from
Brahmapuriswarar temple. The Lord glonfying this temple Is
known as Saptapuriswarar and the Goddess,
Osaikoduthanayaki. It is said that Gnanasambandar got a
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pair of Jalra (Manijira) from the Lord here. The tirth is known
as Anantha Tirtham.

120. TIRUKKURUGAVOOR

7 Km from Sirkali on way to Tirumullaivayil.
VELLANATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Vellanathar and the Goddess, Kaviyamkanni. In the Tamil
month Thai (January - February), during the Amavasya day,
the Lord’s idol is brought to the tirth for Tirumanjanam and
the colour of the water at that time changes to white as milk
which can be very well observed. Therefore the tirth is known
as ‘Pal Kinaru’ (Well of Milk). ltis said that Gnanasambandar
received Kattamudhu(Packet of food) and water from Lord
Siva here.

121. TIRUMULLAI VAYIL
8 Km from Tirukkurugavoer
MULLAIVANA NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Mullaivananathar and the Goddess, Kothaiammai. It is said
that Mahalakshmi and Indra worshipped the Lord here. The
tirth is known as Chakra Tirtham.

122. ANNAPPANPETTAI

23 Km from Tirumullaivayil via Sirkali towards
Tiruvenkadu.
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SUNDARESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple, is known as
Sundareswarar and the Goddess, Alagammai. It is said that
Maharishi Parasara worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is
known as Ambuvi Tirtham.

123. TIRUVENKADU

6 Km from Annappanpettai
SWETARANYESWARAR TEMPLE

~ This is a very big and famous temple. This is one of
the six kshetras considered equal to Kashi It is also known
as Adi Chidambaram or Swetaranyam. The Lord adorning
thistemple is known as Swetaranyeswararand the Goddess,
Brahmavidyanayaki. There-is a sannidhi for Aghoramurti.
Darshan of this murti on Sunday night is considered
important. There is also a sannidhi for Goddess Kali. The
Navagrahas are installed in a row facing the Lord. The
sannidhi of Nataraja is very famous. The Nandiinstalled here
is unique. Its ears are turned towards the Devi and its face
turnedtowardsthe Lord signifying his role as acommunicator
between the devine couple. There are three tirthas known as
Agni, Surya and Chandra tirthams. A dip in all the three
tithams is considered purificatory and wish-fulfilling.
Brahma, Subramanya, Indra, Agni, Surya, Vyaghrapada,
Irawatam and others have worshipped the Lord here. There
IS a legendary story that Swetaketu, son of Sage Uddalaka,
was destined to die when he completed eight years of age
and therefore he intensely worshipped the Lord here to
overcome death. Yama (God of Death) came for performing
his duty. The disrespectful manner of his trying to take the
lite of His bhakta annoyed the Lord. He emerged from the
Linga and punished Yama. There is also another legendary
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story that Marutwasura, son of Jalandarasura, was a fiercely
powerful demon and tormenting the Devas. Lord Siva
deputed Nandi to destroy Marutwasura. Nandi threw the
asura in the ocean. Marutwasura re-appeared and by
severe penance obtained a shoolam (Trishul) from Lord Siva
and attacked Nandi again. Nandi, unable to face the divine
weapon, fled to the Lord but not without loss of his tail and
horns in the fight. The Lord then, in a rage, took
aghoraroopam and did the samhara ofthe demon and saved
the Devas. Hence Nandi’'s murti installed in the temple 1s
without its tail and horns.

124. TIRUKATTUPALLI

1.5 Km from Tiruvenkadu.
ARANYA SUNDARESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as Aranya
Sundareswarar and the Goddess, Akhilandanayaki. The
sannidhi is facing west. It is believed that Maharishi Aranya
worshipped the Lord here and therefore the Lord is known
as Aranyasundareswarar. It is said that all the Devas also
worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as Amrita
Poikai.

125. TIRUCHAIKADU

4.5 Km from Tirukattupalli via Tiruvenkadu.
CHAYAVANESWARAR TEMPLE

This is one of the six kshetras considered equal to
Kashi. The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Chayavaneswarar and the Goddess, Kuyilinumnan-
mozhiyal. The Lord gave darshan to lyarpagai Nayanar at
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this place. It is said that Indra and Upamanyy Risti
worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as [ray

ala
Tirtham.

126. POOMPUHAR

1 Km from Tiruchaikadu.
PALLAVANANATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known g
Pallavananathar and the Goddess, Soundaryanayag
Pallava king worshipped the Lord here. Hence the Lorg g
known as Pallavananathar. It is said that Indra tried to cany
away the Lingam from this temple by tying it to his car. The
Goddess, on hearing the sound (Ghosham) got alarmeqd
Hence the Goddess 1s also known as Ghoshambikai. Thers
is a stone representation of this story showing Indra with his
car atthe southern side of the temple. The idol of Sambayai
Amman, saidto have been broughtby Indrais also to beseen
here. Subramanya’s idol in this temple is a perfect image of
artistic beauty and natural brilliance. The story goes thatthe
idol, believed originally to have been that of the Tiruchendur
Temple, was stolen from there by thieves thinking it was of
gold and taken by them on a ship. When the ship was faced
with rough waters of the sea and rocked violently, they were
frightened and felt that it was the act ofthe Lord. Therefors,
to save their own lives, they threw the idol into the sea, which
was later recovered and installed here. The famous Tami
saint, Pattinattar, was born at this place. Now the
Government has also built a temple for Kannaki, the heroing
of the ancient Tamil Classic, Silappathikaram. Hence this
place has become an important tourist centre.
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127. PERUMPALLAM

4 Km from Poompuhar.
VALAMPURINATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord adornng this temple is known as
Valampurinathar and the Goddess, Vaduvakirkanni. It is
believed that Mahavishnu worshipped the Lord here and got
Valampuri Conch fromthe Lord. Hence the Lord is known as
Valampurinathar.The BiKshadanar Murtiis very famous here.
The tirth is Known as Brahma Tirtham.

128. TALAICHANKADU

9 Km from Perumpallam towards Tarangambadi.
SANKARU NATHAR TEMPLE ( MADAKKOIL)

This temple is built on an artificial hillock (locally
known as Madakkoil). The Lord glorifying this temple is
known as Sankarunathar and the Goddess,
Soundaranayaki. It is said that Mahavishnu got a sankh
(conch) from the Lord here. Hence the Lord is known as
Sankarunathar .There is a Swayambhu Vinayaka. The tirth
is known as Kaveri Tirtham.

129. TIRUKKADAVUR

8 Km from Talaichankadu on way to Tarangambadi.
There are two temples.

1. AMRITAGHATESWARAR TEMPLE

This is one of the Ashta Veerattana Kshetras of Lord
Siva. The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Amritaghateswarar and the Goddess, Abhiramiammai. The
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sannidhi is facing west. The sannidhi of the Goddess is also
very famous here. Poet Abhiramabattar has sung Abhirami
Anthadi on the Goddess. The legend says that Rishi
Mrigandu did tapasya for a child. The Lord appeared and
inquired as to what kind of a child he wanted, a brilliant child
who would live only 16 years or a dull child who would live
100 years ? Mrigandu begged for the intellectual and brilliant
one. Thus Markandeya was born. He was very brilliant and
a devout Sivabhakta. When the boy attained sixteen years
of age, Yama, the God of Death, came to take the life of the
child and boasted that no one could stop him from performing
his duty. The boy ran to the temple and embraced the Linga
seeking refuge with the Lord. The Lord appeared and kicked
Yama aside. Thus, by his devotion, Markandeya overcame
his fate. Hence the Lord is also known as Kalasamhara.
There is an image of this posture in the temple. The tirth is
known as Amrita Tirtham.

2. BRAHMAPURINATHAR TEMPLE (TIRUKKADAVUR
MAYANAM)

This temple is situated 2 Km  from
Amritaghateswarar Temple. The Lord adorning this temple
is known as Brahmapurinathar and the Goddess,
Malarkuzhaliminnammi. The sannidhi is facing west. It is
believed that the Lord burned Brahma here and restored
him to life. There is a well the water of which only is used for

the Tirumanjanam of the Lord. The tirth is known as Brahma
Tirtham.

130. AAKKUR

5 Km from Tirukkadavur on way to Semponnarkoil.
TANTONDRIAPPAR TEMPLE(MADAKKOIL)

This temple is built on an artificial hillock. The Lord
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glorifying this temple is known as Tantondriappar and the
Goddess, Katkanetrambikai. It is said that Indra worshipped
the Lord here. Sirappuli Nayanar was born and attained
Moksha here.The tirth is known as Indra Tirtham.

131. PARASALUR
9 Km from Aakkur via Semponnarkoil.

VEERATTESWARAR TEMPLE

This is one of the Ashta Veerattana Kshetras of Lord
Siva. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Veeratteswarar and the Goddess, Valambikai.The sannidhi
is facing west. It is said that Daksha Yagna was destroyed
in this place and Daksha’s head replaced with that of a goat.
The tirth is known as Chandra Pushkarini.

132. VILA NAGAR

10 Km from Parasalur via Semponnarkoil on way to
Mayuram.

THURAIKATTUVALLAL TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Thuraikattuvallal and the Goddess, Thalainayaki. The murti
of Subramanya here is very beautiful. The tirth is known as
Meigyana Tirtham.

133. SEMPONNARKOIL

6 Km from Vilanagar.
SWARNAPURISWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
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Swarnapuriswarar and the Goddess, Sugandhavananayaki.
It is said that Indra and Kubera worshipped the Lord here.
The tirth is known as Veerabhadra Tirtham.

134. PUNJAI

2 Km from Semponnarkoil towards Poompuhar.
NATRUNAIAPPAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Natrunaiappar and the Goddess, Parvatharajaputri. ltis said
that Ashtavasus worshippedthe Lord here. The tirthisknown
as Swarna Tirtham.

135. KEELAIYUR

4 Km from Punjai.
KADAIMUDI NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Kadaimudinathar and the Goddess, Abhirami. The sannidhi
is facing west. It is said that Indra and Brahma worshipped
the Lord here. The tirth is known as Kadaimudi Tirtham.

136. TIRUKKANNAR KOIL
13 Km from Keelaiyur.
KANNAYIRA NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Kannayiranathar and the Goddess, Murukuvalarkothai. It is
saidthat Indra got rid of a curse by worshipping the Lord here.
The tirth 1s known as Indra Tirtham.
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137. TIRUNINRIYUR

5 Km from Tirukkannarkoil.
MAHALAKSHMISWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Mahalakshmiswarar and the Goddess, Ulaganayaki. It is
said that Mahalakshmi worshipped the Lord here.Hence the
Lord is known as Mahalakshmiswarar. The tirth is known as
Neelamalar Poikai. This is a small but very important temple.

138. VAITHISWARANKOIL

3 Km from Tiruninriyur.
VAITHISWARAR TEMPLE

Thisis a large and beautiful temple. The Lord dwelling
in this temple is known as Vaithiswarar and the Goddess,
Taiyalnayaki. This is a Swayambhu Linga. The sannidhi is
facing west. The Lord is believed to have come as a Vaidya
and cured Angaraka of leprosy.Hence the lord is known as
Vaithiswarar. The sannidhi of the Goddess is also very
important here. There is a sannidhi for Subramanya known
as Muthukumaraswamy which is very famous.
Jatayukundam, where Jatayu’s last rites were performed by
Rama and Lakshmana, is also here. The ashes of the
kundam are consideredto be having curative properties. The
images of Rama, Lakshmana, Jatayu, Viswamitra and_
Vasishtha can be seen here. The Navagrahas are placed
in a row. Mangal (Angaraka) has an exclusive shrine here
and hence this place is also known as Mangal Kshetram and
pujas are offered to him, especially, on Tuesday. It is said
that Jatayu, Sampati, Subramanya and Sun worshipped the
Lord here. Siddhamirtha Tirth is the most important of all the
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tithas here. A dip In it is considered very sacred. There is
no frog or snake in this tirth due to a curse by a muni.

139. TIRUPPANGUR

4 Km from Vaithiswarankoil.
SIVALOKA NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Sivalokanathar and the Goddess, Chokkanayaki. In this
place Nandi moved aside to enable Tirunalaipovar to have
darshan of the Lord. The tirth is known as Sivagangai
Tirtham.

140. TALAIGNAYIRU

6 Km from Tiruppangur via Manippalam.

KUTRAMPORUTHA NATHAR TEMPLE (KOKKUDIKOIL)

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Kutramporuthanathar and the Goddess, Kolvalainayaki.
Here also, as at Sirkali temple, the Lord is seen in 3 forms
Atthe ground level is the Lingamurti with the Kokkudimullai
tree. Above this, the Lord is as Parvati Parameswarar. And
in the third tier, the Lord is seen as Sattanathar. The tirth is
known as Indra Tirtham. According to the legend, Indra once
cast his Vajrayudha at the Lord and the Lord condoned his
sin. Hence the Lord here is known as Kutram (sin) Porutha
(forgiven) Nathar (Lord) which in Hindi means
Aparadhkshamanathar.
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141. TIRUKURAKKUKKA

5 Km from Talaignayiru via Manippalam.
KONTHALA KARUNAI NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as Konthala
Karunainathar and the Goddess, Konthalanayaki. It is
believed that Hanuman worshipped the Lord here. The tirth
is known as Brahma Tirtham.

142. TIRUVALKOLIPUTHUR

7 Km from Tirukurakkukka via Manippalam.
MANICKAVANNAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Manickavannar and the Goddess, Vandarpoongulali. It is
said that it was here that Mahavisiinu worshipped Lord Siva
with Manickam (precious stone). Hence the Lord is known
as Manickavannar. It is also said that the Pandavas, before
going into agyatavasam (living incognito), hid their weapons
here. There is a separate sannidhi for Durga which is
considered important here. The tirth is known as Brahma
Tirtham.

143. ILUPPAIPATTU

3 Km from Tiruvalkoliputhur.
NEELAKANTHESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Neelakantheswarar and the Goddess, Amritakaravalli.
There are also five Lingas said to have been installed by
Pancha Pandavas. A Valampuri Vinayaka is also here which
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is believed to have been worshipped by Draupadi. There is
a poison tank in front of the temple, where Yudhisthira
answered the questions posed by the Yaksha. The tirth is
known as Amrita Tirtham.

144. KURUKKALI

11 Km from lluppaipattu.
VIRATTA NATHAR TEMPLE

This is one of the Ashta Veerattana Kshetras of Lord
Siva. The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Virattanathar and the Goddess, Gnanambikai. It is said that
Manmatha (Kamadeva) was burned here by the Lord by
opening His third eye. The ashes can still he seenin the soil
at this place. It is believed that Markandeya worshipped the
Lord here. The tirth is known as Sivagangai Tirtham.

145. PONNUR (TIRUANNIYUR)

3 Km from Kurukkai.

AAPATHSAHAYESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Aapathsahayeswarar and the Goddess, Periyanayaki. The
temple, though small, is important. It is said that Varuna and
Surya worshipped the Lord here. Pujas are also offered to
Suryadeva, especially during the Tamil month Panguni. The
tirth is known as Varuna Tirtham.
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146. ANATHANDAVAPURAM
11 Km from Ponnur.
PANCHAVATISWARAR TEMPLE

This is a big temple. The Lord dwelling in this temple
is known as Panchavatiswarar and the Goddess,
Kalyanasundari.The murti of Nataraja is very attractive. The
dance performed here by the Lord is known as
Mukhamandala Tandavam.

147. NIDUR

4 Km from Anathandavapuram.
SOMANATHESWARAR TEMPLE

The presiding deity is known as Somanatheswarar
and the Devi, Aditya Abhayambikai. During the month of
Sravan, Surya Puja on Sunday is very important here. It is
believed that Chandra and Indra worshipped the Lord here.
Munayaduva Nayanar attained moksha here. The tirth is
known as Senkazhani Tirtham.

148. MAYURAM

4 Km from Nidur.
MAYURA NATHAR TEMPLE

This is one of the six kshetras considered equal 1o
Kashi. This is a very big and beautiful temple with an
imposing nine storeyed gopuram 164 feet high. The Lord
glorifying this temple is known as Mayuranathar and the
Goddess, Abhayambikai. Itis said that Mahavishnu, Lakshmi
and Indra worshipped the Lord here. According to alegend,a
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peacock took refuge with Dakshyayani during the
desecration of Daksha Yagna. While sacrificing Herselfinthe
Yagnakundam, She had the peacock in her mind and, as a
result, She was reborn as a peahen and did a penance here.
The Lord gave Her darshan and thereafter She was reborn
as Parvati. The place is, therefore, known as Mayuram and
the Lord as Mayuranathar. The sannidhi of the Goddess is
also very important. There is a separate sannidhi for
Vinayaka known as Mukkuruni Pillayar which is considered
very important here. Vrishabha Tirtham at the.Kaveri bathing
ghatis animportant tirth. Adip hereinthe Tula month (Aswin-
Kartik) is considered very sacred.

149. VALUVUR

8 Km from Mayuram.
VIRATTESWARAR TEMPLE

This is one of the Ashta Veerattana Kshetras of Lord
Siva. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Viratteswarar and the Goddess, Balagurambikai. The Lord
killed here the powerful Gajasura (a demon in the form of an
elephant) and wore his skin and tusk showingHis invincibility.
Hence the Lord is also known as Gajasamhara. There is an
image of this posture in the temple.

150 MOOVALUR

11 Km from Valuvur.
MARGASAHAYAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Margasahayar and the Goddess, Mangalambika. This place

is said to be a Trimurti Kshetra, hence considered very
important.
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151. TERAZHANDOOR
8 Km from Moovalur.
VEDAPURISWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Vedapuriswarar and the Devi, Soundarambikai. The
sannidhi is facing west. It is believed that the four Vedas anc
the Devas worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as
Veda Tirtham. It is said that once Indra was passing through
this place in his chariot but did not pay obeisance to the Lord.
As aresult, his chariot got stuck and he could not move. Aftel
worshipping the Lord he was able to move from the place.
In Tamil “Ther means chariot and ‘Azhundhu’ means stuck
and hence the name of the place, Terazhandoor. The great
Tamil poet, Kambar, who composed the Ramayana, was
born here.

152. KUTTALAM

4 Km from Terazhandoor.
UTHIRAVADISWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Uthiravadiswarar and the Devi, Amritamukizhambigai. The
sannidhi is facing west. It is believed that Sundaramurt
Nayanar was cured of a physical ailment by having a batt
in the temple’'s tank. There is also a sannidhi fol
Sundaramurti Nayanar. The tirth is known as Sundare
Tirtham.

153. TIRUVELVIKUDI

4 Km from Kuttalam.
KALYANA SUNDARESWARAR TEMPLE
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The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Kalyanasundareswarar and the Goddess, Parimala-
sugandanayaki. It is said that a Rajput could not find a priest
for performing his marriage ceremony and prayed to the
Lord. The Lord Himself then appeared as a purohit and
performed the marriage. In Tamil ‘Kalyanam’ stands for
marriage and hence the Lord is known as Kalyana
Sundareswarar. Several Yagnas, known as Velvi in Tamil,
were performed here and hence the place is called as
Velvikudi. The tirth is known as Mangala Tirtham.

154. TIRUMANACHERI

3 Km from Tiruvelvikudi. There are two temples.

1. MANAVALANATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Manavalanathar and the Goddess, Yazhinummenmozhiyal.
It is said that Manmatha (Kamadeva) worshipped the Lord
here. There is also an interesting story of two pregnant
women who agreed to get their children-to-be-born married
with each other and took a vow to this effect. But as one
woman delivered a tortoise shaped boy, the other refused to
give her daughter to this boy. By worshipping the Lord here
the tortoise shaped boy became normal and married the girl.
Unmarried girls, desirous of obtaining suitable matches,
worship the Lord here and, as a part of the ritual, offer
garlands to the Lord. It is believed that such devoted prayers
are fulfilled.

2. IRAWATESWARAR TEMPLE (ETHIR KOLPADY)

This temple is situated near the. Manavalanathar
temple. The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
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Irawateswarar and the Goddess, Malarkuzhalammai. It is
believed that Irawata, the celestial elephant, worshipped the
Lord here. Hence the Lord is known as Irawateswarar. The
tirth is known as Irawata Tirtham.

155. PANDANALLUR

13 Km from Tirumanacheri via Kuttalam.
PASHUPATISWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Pashupatiswarar and the Goddess, Kampanatholi. There is
a sannidhi for Adi Keshava Perumal. It is said that
Kamadhenu worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as
Pashu Tirtham.

156. TIRUPPANANDAL

10 Km from Pandanallur.
SADAIAPPAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Sadaiappar and the Goddess, Periyanayaki. The sannidhi is
facing west .It is said that Kungiliyakalaya Nayanar with the
power of his bhakti put the slanting Lingamurti in the right
position, which the king could not do even with the help of
elephants. The tirth is known as Sivagangai Tirtham. The
Kashimath of Kumaragurupara Swamigal is located here.

157. TIRUVAIPADI

2 Km from Tiruppanandal on way to Kumbakonam.
KSHIRAVANA NATHAR TEMPLE
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The Lord adoming this temple is known as
Kshiravananathar and the Goddess, Periyanayaki. 1t is said
that Chandesa used to worship Lord Siva here by performing
abhishekam with milk to the Linga made of sand. One day
his fatherthoughtthat he was just wasting the milk and kicked
the milk-pot. Chandesa, in anger, took the sword and cut his
father's leg. The Lord was pleased with the devotion of
Chandesa and made him one among the Siva Ganas. The
tirth is known as Kshira Tirtham.

158. SENGANALUR

3 Km from Tiruvaipadi.
SATYAGIRISWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Satyagiriswarar and the Goddess, Sakhi Devi. It is said that
the Lord gave Astras(weapons) to Subramanya for the war
with Surapadman. This is the birth place of Saint Chandesa.
The River Manni is considered to be the tirtham here.

159. TIRUMANGALAKKUDY

17 Km from Senganalur via Tiruvaipadi.
PRANAVARADESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Pranavaradeswarar and the Goddess, Mangalanayaki. It is
believed that Kali worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is
known as Mangala Tirtham. It is said that by worshipping the
Lord here, the Navagrahas got rid of a curse of Maharishi
Kalama due to which they were suffering from leprosy. The
Goddess Mangalanayaki showers Her grace, giving long and
healthy life to Her devotees. She also removes the malefic
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effects of Mars, Rahu and Saturn. The unique effect of a visit
to this temple is that women devotees are blessed with
‘Mangalya Balam’ (long life to their husbands). As the
Navagrahas themselves worshipped the Lord here, there is
a belief that this temple should be visited first before going
to Suryanar Kaoil.

160. SURYANAR KOIL

3 Km from Tirumangalakkudy.
SURYANARAYANA TEMPLE

This temple is dedicated to the Sun God known as
Suryanarayana with his consorts Usha Devi and Pradhusha
Devi. The shrineis facing west. In front of the Lord, Brihaspati
is seen performing puja to him. At the entrance, there is a
stone sculpture of seven horses pulling the chariot ofthe Sun
God and in this a figure of a lion is inset, indicating that the
Sunis the Lord ofleo. There are separate sannidhis for other
Navagrahas. The Navagrahas are believed to influence the
destinies of human beings. Hence they are worshipped with
a view to acquire peace, prosperity, wealth and longevity of
life in the world. There are also separate sannidhis for Kashi
Viswanatha and Devi Visalakshi.

161. KANJANOOR

6 Km from Suryanar Koil via Tirumangalakkudy on
way to Tirukkodikaval.

AGNISWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Agniswarar and the Devi, Karpakanayaki. The tirth is known
as Agni Tirtham. It is said that Brahma, Markandeya and

95



Indra worshipped the Lord here. Haradatta Sivacharya, a
Vaishnavite, who later converted to Saivism, was born here.

This place is also considered a Sukra Kshetram. Hence the
devotees specially visit here for obtaining relief from the
malefic effects of Sukra.

162. TIRUKKODIKAVAL

3 Km from Kanjanoor on way to Tiruvelvikudi
KOTISWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as Kotiswarar
and the Devi, Vadivambikai. [t is said that three crore Rishis
worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as Sringa
Tirtham.

163. TIRUVAVADUTHURAI

10 Km from Tirukkodikaval via Kuttalam on way to
Narasinganpet.

MASILAMANISWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Masilamaniswarar and the Goddess, Oppillamulayal. Here
Vinayaka is known as Sundara Vinayaka’ It is believed that
Devi Uma worshipped the Lord here in the guise of a Cow
and hence this place is called Avaduthurai. Tirumoola
Nayanar meditated and composed 3,000 Thirumandirams
here. It is said that the Lord gave gold to Thirugnana
Sambandar to help his father for performing a Yagna. This
is the headquarters of Tiruvavaduthurai Adheenam. The tirth
is known as Sivagangai Tirtham.



164. TIRUKOZHAMBAM

3 Km from Tiruvavaduthurai.
KOKILESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Kokileswarar and the Devi, Soundaranayaki. The scar of
cow’s hoof can be seen on the Lingamurti. It is said that a
Gandharva came here as a Kokila(Koel) due to a curse on
him and by worshipping the Lord he got salvation. Hence the
Lord is known as Kokileswarar. The tirth is known as Kokila
Tirtham.

165. NARASINGANPET

6 Km from Tirukozhambam via Tiruvavaduthurai.
SAMBHU NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Sambhunathar and the Goddess, Lokanayaki. It is said that
Narasimha Bhagwan worshipped the Lord here.

166. ADUTHURALI
6 Km from Narasinganpet on way to Kumbakonam.
APATHSAHAYESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Apathsahayeswarar and the Devi, Pavalakodinayaki. It is
said that Mrigandu Rishi and Sugriva worshipped the Lord
here. The tirth is known as Apathsahaya Tirtham.
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167. TIRUNEELAKKYUDY

3 Km from Aduthurai.
NILAKANTHESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Nilakantheswarar and the Devi, Alagammai. Appar sang the
famous Tevaram in this temple regarding the Jains’ attempt
to throw him into the sea. Gingeley (til) oil is used for
Abhishekam and a half of the quantity of the oil is consumed
by the Linga. Varuna and the Devas worshipped the Lord
here. The tirth is known as Vanneelam Tirtham.

168. TIRUVAIKAN

5 Km from Tiruneelakkudy via Pudur.
VAIKAL NATHAR TEMPLE (MADAKKOIL)

This temple is built on an artificial hillock. The Lord
glorifying this temple is known as Vaikalnathar and the Devi,
Vaikalmangai. The tirth is known as Surya Tirtham. It is said
that Surya and the Devas worshipped the Lord here. There
are two more temples here, one of Lord Visveswarar with his
consort Visakalshi, on the right side, and the other of Lord
Brahmapuriswararwith his consort Brahmanayaki, on the left

side. These three temples are considered as the forehead
and two eyes of the Lord.

169. TIRUNAGESWARAM
11 Km from Tiruvaikan via Tiruneelakkudy.
CHAMPAKARANYESWARAR TEMPLE
The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
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ardent warship of the Lord here. Because of this belief,
devotees come here for attaining mental peace.

171. TIRUBHUVANAM
4 Km from Tiruvidaimarudur on way to Kumbakonam.
KAMPAHARESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Kampahareswarar and the Goddess, Dharmasamvardhani.
There is a sannidhi for Sarabheswarar, a combination of a
bird and a lion. It is said that Lord Siva took this form to
appease the fury of Narasimha Bhagwan atfter killing
Hiranyakashipu.

172. TIRUVISALUR
9 Km from Tirubhuvanam via Tiruvidaimarudur.
YOGANATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Yoganathar and the Devi, Shantanayaki. Jata on the head
of the Linga can be seen. It is said that Brahma worshipped
the Lord here. It is believed that Agastya Muni still worships

the Lord here on Sivaratri Day. The tirth is known as Nruthi
Tirtham.

173. TIRUNDHU DEVAN KUDI

2 Km from Tiruvisalur. There is no village here and this
ancient temple is in the field in a dilapidated condition.
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KARKATAKA NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord is known as Karkatakanathar and His
Consort, Arumarunthammai.lt is believed that Katakam(crab)
worshipped the Lord here. Hence the Lord is known as
Karkatakanathar. It is said that Aswa {Horse) also
worshippedthe Lord here and got moksha. The tirthis known
as Aswa Tirtham.

174. KUMBAKONAM

12 Km from Tirundhudevankudi via Tiruvisalur. There
are three important temples :

1. KUMBESWARAR TEMPLE

Thisis one ofthe oldest and most sacred of all the Siva
temples situated at Kumbakonam. The Lord is known as
Kumbeswarar and the Goddess, Mangalambikai. The
sannidhi of the Goddess is also very important here. There
is asannidhi for Adi Vinayaka. ltis believed that this Vinayaka
came to this place even before Lord Siva and hence known
as Adi Vinayaka. The image of Lord Subramanya here has
six heads but only six hands instead of the usual twelve
hands. The deepa aradhana in the morning is first done to
Moon and then to the Lord. In a Mandapam called Navaratri
Mandapam, all the 27 Stars (Nakshatra Devatas) and 12
Rasis have been artistically carved on a single block of stone.
The legend is that in preparation for the pralaya (the Great
Deluge), an earthen pot containing amritam and seeds of
creation, decorated with mango leaves, darbha grass,
coconut and thread, was placed on Mount Meru by Brahma.
When the pralaya took place, the pot was swept away and
carried by the current to this place. After the Pralaya was
~var | ord Siva took the form of a hunter and broke the pot
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to pieces by an arrow. The seeds of creation wentto Brahma
and the amritam spilled over and stagnated at two places
here, one of which became the Mahamagham Tirtham and
the other the Potramarai Kulam of Sarangapani temple. Out
of the broken pieces, the Lord made a linga in the shape of
a Kumbha (Pot) and merged into it. This very Linga is
enshrined at this temple.Hence the Lord is known as
Kumbeswarar.

The tirth is known as Mahamagham Tirtham which is
considered very sacred. Once in twelve years, on the day of
Magha nakshatra in the month of Magh., devotees by the
millions gather and bathe here, as in Kumbh Mela at Prayag.
On this auspicious occassion, it is believed that the tank
receives water from the Ganga and all the other holy rivers.
It is said that Sri Rama, Chandi, Sulochana and many others
attained salvation by taking a dip in this tank. There is a
temple for Vinayaka on the bank of the tank. A legend
connected with this Vinayaka is that He appeared as a boy
and ran away with a sugarcane out of one thousand
sugarcanes of a vendor. The vendor failed to trace out the
boy and later found his other sugarcanes tasteless and
without juice because he refused to give a sugarcane to the
boy when he (the boy) asked for one. The vendor prayed to
Vinayaka at the temple and the Lord showered his grace on
him. Hence this Vinayaka is called Karumbayiram Vinayaka
(Vinayaka of one thousand sugarcanes).

2. KASHIVISWANATHAR TEMPLE

This temple is situated on the eastern bank of the
Mahamagham Tank. The Lord is known as
Kashiviswanathar or Somanathar and the Goddess,
Visalakshi or Tennarmozhiyal. The sannidhi is facing west.
The nine sacredrivers, in the form of Navakannikas, are said
to have worshippedthe Lord here. Hence they are also seen
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individually in a shrine exclusively dedicated for them. It is
said that Chandra also worshipped the Lord here. The tirth
is known as Chandra Tirtham.

3. NAGESWARAR TEMPLE

This temple is situated in the centre of the town. The
Lord is known as Nageswarar and the Goddess,
Brahannayaki. It is believed that Adisesha (Nagaraja)
worshipped the Lord here and gained strength to bear the
burden ofthe earth (bhoomi)on him. Hence the Lordis known
as Nageswarar. ltis said that Suryadeva also worshipped the
Lord here andregained his lustre which he lostdue to a curse
of Mahavishnu. Mahavishnu punished him for his arrogance
when he quarreled with Sudarshana Chakra. There is a
sannidhi for Suryadeva.The Sun’s rays penetrate through
the openings made in the eastern gopuram and fall on the
moolavigraham on three days in the month of Chaitra. The
sannidhi of Nataraja is famous for its wealth of sculptural
beauty. The chariot-style mandapam carved in stone, on
which Nataraja is seated, is a marvellous piece of sculpture.

175. SAKKOTTAI
3 Km from Kumbakonam on way to Nidamangalam.
AMRITA KALAI NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Amritakalainathar and the Goddess, Amritavalli. ltis said that
the Devas worshipped the Lord here after getting the Amrita
Kalasam. The River Arisil is considered to be the tirtham
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176. SIVAPURAM

1 Km from Sakkottai.
BRAHMAPURI NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Brahmapurinathar and the Goddess, Periyanayaki. It is said
that Varaha Bhagwan and Brahma worshipped the Lord
here. The tirth is known as Brahma Tirtham.

177. MARUTHANALLUR

3 Km from Sivapuram via Sakkottai.
SARGUNA NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Sargunanathar and the Devi, Sarvalankritaminnammai. The
Lingamurti is made of sand. It is said that the Rishis
Viswamitra and Markandeya worshipped the Lord here.The
tirth is known as Sarguna Tirtham. This is a small but very
important temple.

178. ALAGAPUTTUR

5 Km from Maruthanallur via Sakkottai on way to
Nachiyarkoil.

PADIKKASUVAITHA PARAMAR TEMPLE

The Lord adoring this temple is known as
Padikkasuvaithaparamar and the Goddess, Azhakammai.
The sannidhi is facing west. It is said that the Lord blessed
Pukazhthunai Nayanar with a ‘measure of gold coins’ which
in Tamil means 'Padikkasuvaitha' and hence the Lord is
known as Padikkasuvaitha Paramar. Pukazhthunai Nayanar
also attained moksha here. The River Arisil is considered to
be the tirtham here.
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179. TIRUNARAIYUR
3 Km from Alagaputtur.
SIDDHA NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Siddhanathar and His consort, Alagambikai. The sannidhiis
facing west. It is believed that a siddhar worshipped the Lord
here. Hence the Lord is known as Siddhanathar. It is said that
Kubera and the Devas also worshipped the Lord here. The
tirth is known as Thensiddhi Tirtham.

180. TIRUPPANDURAI

3 Km from Tirunaraiyur on way to Karuvili.
SIVANANDESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Sivanandeswarar and the Goddess, Parvatarajakumari
(Malaiarasi) It is said that Brahma and Goddess Sakti
worshipped the Lord here.The tirth is known as Ananda
Tirtham. This is a small but very important temple.

181. KARUVILI

9 Km from Tiruppandurai.
SARGUNA NATHAR TEMPLE (KOTTITTAI)

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Sargunanathar and the Goddess, Sarvanganayaki. It is said
that King Sarguna worshipped the Lord here and got
moksha. Hence the Lord is known as Sargunanathar. The
tirth is known as Sarguna Tirtham. This is a small but very
important temple.
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182. KONERIRAJAPURAM

3 Km from Karuvili.
UMAMAHESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Umamaheswarar and the Devi, Mangalanayaki. The
sannidhi is facing west. The Nataraja murti is very big. In
Sivapuranam, this place is mentioned as Tirunallam. Itis said
that Goddess Sakti and the Devas worshipped the Lord here.
The tirth is known as Sakti Tirtham.

183. TIRUVANNIYUR

6 Km from Konerirajapuram.
AGNISWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple isknown as Agniswarar
and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. It is said that Agnideva
worshipped the Lord here and got relief from the curse of
Veerabhadra. Hence the Lord is known as Agniswarar. The
tirth is known as Agni Tirtham.

184. SIRKUDY

6 Km from Tiruvanniyur.
MANGALESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Mangaleswarar and the Devi, Mangalanayaki. It is believed
that Mangal (Angaraka) worshipped the Lord here. Hence
the Lord is known as Mangaleswarar. It is said that Garuda
also worshippedthe Lord here. The tirthis known as Mangala
Tirtham.
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185. TIRUPAMBURAM
2 Km from Sirkudy.
PAMBU NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Pambunathar and the Goddess, Vandarpoonkuzhali. It is
said that Nagaraja and Mangal (Angaraka) worshipped the
Lord here. There is also a sannidhi for Nagaraja . The tirth
is known as Adisesha Tirtham.

186. TIRUVEEZHI MIZHALAI

8 Km from Tirupamburam via Sirkudy.
VEEZHIYAMUKAR TEMPLE

This is a big temple. The Lord glorifying this temple
is known as Veezhiyamukar and the Goddess,
Sundarakuchambikai. Behind the Linga, the Murti of Parvati
Parameswar can be seen. Thetirth is known as Hari Tirtham.
According to the legend, Mahavishnu was worshipping the
Lord here with 1,000 lotus flowers One day one flower was
short for the Archana. So, Mahavishnu pulled out one of his
own eyes and used it as a flower and completed the archana.
Lord Siva was pleased with the devotion of Mahavishnu and
gave him Sudarshana Chakra. Hence, the Lord is known as
Veezhiyamukar (Netrapaneeswarar). Today also, at the feet
of the Lord, one can see the image of an eye and the
Sudarshana Chakra in the sanctum.

187. TIRUVANCHIYAM

8 Km from Tiruveezhimizhalai.
VANCHIYA NATHAR TEMPLE

This is one of the six Kshetras considered equal 1o
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Kashi. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Vanchiyanathar and the Goddess, Valavandanayaki.
According to the legend, Mahavishnu separated from
Lakshmi because of a divine Sankalpa. So, He came here
and worshipped the Lord to get back Lakshmi. As
Mahavishnu desired (Vancha in Sanskrit) to get back
Lakshmi, this place is called Tiruvanchiyam. There is a
sannidhi for Yama (God of Death). It is believed that those
who die here would not go to Yamaloka. The tirth is known
as Guptaganga Tirtham which is considered very sacred.
Childless couples who worship the Lord here after taking a
bath in the tirtham are said to be blessed with children.

188. KODAVASAL

12 Km from Tiruvanchiyam.
KONESWARAR TEMPLE (MADAKKOIL)

This temple is built on an artificial hillock. The Lord
dwelling in this temple is known as Koneswarar and the
Goddess, Periyanayaki.The sannidhi is facing west. There
is no separate sannidhi for Durga as the Devi Herself is Ma
Durga. It is believed that Bindhu Rishi worshipped the Lord
here and the Lord gave him darshan in a vessel of water. It
is said that Garuda also worshipped the Lord here. The tirth
is known as Amrita Tirtham.

189. TIRUNAALUR MAYANAM
4 Km from Kodavasal.
PALAVANESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Palavaneswarar and the Goddess, Periyanayaki. It is said
that Narada and Apasthamba Rishis worshipped the Lord
here. The tirth is known as Palavadi Tirtham.

108



190. TIRUCHERAI

3 Km from Tirunaalur Mayanam.
SENNERIAPPAR TEMPLE (UDAYAR KOIL)

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Senneriappar and the Goddess, Gnanavalli. There is no
gopuram at the main entrance. It is said that Doumya Rishi
worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as Manohara
Tirtham.

191. ANDAN KOIL

12 Km from Tirucherai via Kodavasal.
SWARNAPURINATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Swarnapurinathar and the Goddess, Sivambikai. It is said
that Rishi Kashyapa worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is
known as Swarna Tirtham.

192, ALANGUDI

7 Km from Andankoil via Valangiman.
KASHIARANYESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as Kashi
Aranyeswarar and the Goddess, Ulageswari. This is also
known as Brihaspati (Guru) Kshetram. Hence Dakshinamurti
is specially worshipped by devotees on Thursday. It is said
that Rishi Viswamitra worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is
known as Kashi Tirtham.
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193. TIRUKKALAMBUR

17 Km from Alangudi via Valangiman and Andankoil
on way to Tiruvarur.

VILVAVANESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Vilvavaneswarar and the Devi, Soundaranayaki. It is said
that Sambandar successfully crossed the flooded Mulliyaru
River on a boat, without an oarsman, by singing hymns on
the Lord. It is said that Rishi Sandilya worshipped the Lord
here. The River Kudamurutti is considered to be the tirtham
here.

194. TALAIYALANGADU

3 Km from Tirukkalambuar.
ADAVALLESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Adavalleswarar and the Goddess, Tirumadanthai. It is said
that when Appar visited this place he saw only the heads of
Lord Siva. He thought if he walked by his legs it would be a
sin, so he walked by his head. It is said that Maharishi Kapila
worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as Swarna
Tirtham. This ancient temple is now in a dilapidated
condition.

195. KATTUR AYYAMPETTAI

3 Km from Talaiyalangadu.
PIRIYATHA NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Piriyathanathar and the Goddess, Elavarkuzhali. The
Somaskanda Murti here is very big and beautiful. It is said
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that Goddess Sakti and Rishi Gautama worshipped the Lord
here. The tirth is known as Sakti Tirtham.

196. KARAYAPURAM

4 Km from Kattur Ayyampettai on way to Tiruvarur.
KARAVEERESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Karaveereswarar and the Devi, Pratiyakshaminnammai.
Thereis no dwajastambhaminthistemple. ltis said that Rishi
Gautama worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as
Anavarada Tirtham. .

197. TIRUVARUR

8 Km from Karayapuram.
1. TYAGARAJA TEMPLE

The temple is famous for its size and beauty. This is
one of the Sapta Vidanga Kshetras of Tyagaraja. It is also
considered one of the Pancha Bhoota Kshetras and said to
represent Prithvi (Earth), like the Ekambareswarar temple of
Kancheepuram. The Lord, Tyagaraja, in his sannidhi as
Somaskandar is on a richly decorated ratna simhasanam,
along with his consort, Sakti Kondi, and their son, Muruga
(Kartick ). In a separate shrine, the Devi gives darshan as
Neelotpalambikai, as if blessing herson, Muruga. The Lord's
dance here is known as Ajapa Natanam. The spatikalingam
of Tyagaraja known as Veedhi Vidangar is specially
worshipped daily. Panchamukha Vadyam, a rare musical
instrument of ancient origin, is played every day during the
pujas. Nandiis said to have played on this vadyam when Lord
Siva danced. Nandi in a standing posture in the sanctum is
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a rare feature. He is carved in a human form decked with
nagabharanam, matted locks and a crescent moon. The
navagrahas, placed in a row facing the shrine is another
feature here. The rajagopuram is 146 feet high and made
entirely of brick and mortar. The thousand pillared
mandapam called Devasriya Mandapam is beautiful with
wall paintings. The presiding deity is Vanmikanathar, with His
consort Somakalambikai. The sannidhi of Devi
Kamalambikai is also very important. She is seen doing
penance in a yogasana posture. The tirth is known as
Kamalalayam Tirtham. There are 108 Lingas within this
temple which are said to have been installed by Gods, saints
and kings like Brahma, Rama, Dharmaputra, Arjuna, Nala,
Harischandra, Vasishtha, Viswamitra and others. This place
is also known as Chandra Kshetram. This temple is also
famous forits big and beautiful ciariot. There is a story about
the King, Manunithichcian, an ardent Sivabhakta, who
responded to the wailing cow whose calf was run over and
killed under the wheels of the chariot driven by his son. He
saw no way of doing justice to the cow other than by putting
his own son under the chariot wheel, which he did. The Lord,
pleased with his bhakta’s sense of justice, gave him darshan
and restored both the calf and the prince to their lives. A
sculptural presentation of this story can be seen near the
chariot. The origin of the Tyagaraja Temple is attributed to
Muchukunda Chakravarti. He did tapasya here for darsnan
of the Lord. Lord Siva was pleased with his devotion. He
graced the king with a vision of His form and directed him to
build atemple at Tiruvarur. Muchukunda built this temple but
could not find a suitable murti to be installed here. He
approached Indra for the Tyagaraja Murti which Indra was
worshipping. Indra was not willing to part with it. He played
a trick by placing it before Muchukunda along with six other
similar looking murtis and asked him to choose the one he
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wanted. By the grace of God, Muchukunda picked up the
original murti of Tyagaraja. Indra was pleased and gifted all
the seven Lingamurtis to Muchukunda. Muchukunda
installed in this temple the murti which was worshipped by
Indra. The other Lingamurtis are installed in other temples
which are also known as Vidanga Kshetras of Tyagaraja. It
is believed that Indra visits all these seven temples once in
a year and performs puja. That day is celebrated at all these
temples.

2. ARA-NERI-APPAR TEMPLE

This temple is located in the second prakaram of
Tyagaraja Temple. The Lord is known as Araneriappar or
Achalewarar and the Devi, Akhileswari. A significance of the
Lingamurti is that its shadow can be seen only in the eastern
direction and the shadow is not visible to one who is destined
to die within a period of six months. Nami-Nandi-Adigal
Nayanar used to worship the Lord here by lighting the lamps
daily. Due to poverty, he was not able to procure the oil
required for lighting the lamps. The local jains wounded his
sentiments by saying that if there was no oil, his God should
help him to light the lamps with water. Taking it as the Lord’s
own words, the bhakta used water in place of oil and lighted
the lamps by the miracle of the Lord.

3. MANDALESWARAR TEMPLE

This temple is located near the chariot of the
Tyagaraja Temple. The Lord is known as Mandaleswarar
and the Goddess, Panchiimelladiammai. It is said that
Varuna (God of Water) flooded the place with water and
made it look like a sea. Butthe Lord driedit up fully. Thereafter
Varuna worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as
Varuna Pushkarini. It is also said that Sundarar regained his
eye-sight after taking a dip in this tirth.
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198. TIRUVILAMAR
3 Km from Tiruvarur on way to Nidamangalam.
PATANJALI MANOKARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Patanjalimanokarar and the Devi, Yazhinummenmozhiyal. It
is said that Rishi Patanjaliworshipped the Lord here.The tirth
is known as Mukti Tirtham.

199. KEKKARAI

9 Km from Tiruvilamar via Tiruvarur.
MUKKONA NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Mukkonanathar and His consort, Maimevumkanni. Moorka
Rishi worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as
Mukkoodal Tirtham.

200. VIRKUDI

15 Km from Kekkarai via Tiruvarur.
VEERATESWARAR TEMPLE

This is one of the Ashta Veerattana Kshetras of Lord
Siva. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Veerateswarar and the Devi, Elavarkuzhali. The sannidhi is
facing west. It is said that the samhara of Jalandarasura was

done by the Lord here. The tirth is known as Sarkarai
Tirtham.
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201. PAYATRANGUDI

5 Km from Virkudi on way to Tirumarugal.
PAYATRUR NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Payatrurnathar and the Goddess, Kaviyankanni. It is said
that Bhairava worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known
as Karunai Tirtham.

202. TIRUMARUGAL

10 Km from Payatrangudi.
MANICKAVANNAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Manickavannar and the Goddess, Vanduvarkulali. it was
here that Gnanasambandar brought back to life a dead man
bitten by a snake. King Kuchaketha worshipped the Lord
here for rain to end the famine in his kingdom. By the grace
of the Lord the rain came and thus the famine ended. It is
said that Markandeya worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is
known as Manicka Tirtham.

203. SANGAMANGALI

2 Km from Tirumarugal.
AYAVANTI NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Ayavantinathar and the Goddess, Malarkannammai. The
sannidhi is facing west. This is the birth place of
Tiruneelanakka Nayanar. It is said that Rishi Ashtavakra
worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as Arpuda
Sivagangai Tirtham.
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204. TIRUCHENGATTANKUDI

4 Km from Sangamangai via Tirumarugal.
UTTARA PATISWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Uttarapatiswarar and the Goddess, Tirukuzhanayaki. It is
said that Ganapati worshipped the Lord here, hence the
place is also known as Ganapatiswaram. The tirth is known
as Ganapati Tirtham. There is a sannidhi for Vatapi Ganapati
which is considered to be a great varaprasadi. The
Navatandava Murtis here are rare specimens of ancient art
and culture. There is a very interesting story of a great
Sivabhakta called Siruthonda Nayanar. He used to feed at
least one devotee of Lord Siva everyday before taking his
meal otherwise he would fast along with his family
members that day. The Lord in orderto test his devotion one
day came here disguised as a brahmin by the name of
‘Uttarapati’. When Siruthondar learnt about the brahmin
visitor he went to the temple to invite him for food. But the
brahmin put some conditions. He said he would take only the
flesh of ihe eldest son of the family duly cooked as his food.
To make it more agonising, He further desired that such
dismembering of the child should be done by the parents
themselves. They should also not shed a single drop of tear
while doing so. Siruthondar agreed to the conditions and
went home and ordered his only son to sit on the laps of his
mother and cut his body and cooked the same. After all
upachara rituals, he requested the brahmin to sit for food.
Thenthe brahmintoldthemthat he would not take meal alone
and asked Siruthondar for his other child to sit with him The
couple told him, that, as they had ceoked their only son, there
could not be any other child in the house and requested the
brahmin to take the food. Then the brahmin told them to call
their son from the street. Accordingly, they went out and
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called aloud the name of their son ‘Sirala’. The child
immediately came running as usual. With tears of joy, the
couple came inside with the son, but could not find the
brahmin who had by then disappeared. Thus their devotion
fully tested, the Lord appeared before them and gave
moksha to the entire family. The images of Siruthonda
Nayanar, his wife Tiruvenkattu Mangai and son Siralan and
maid servant Santana Mangai can be seen in this temple.

205. RAMANATHESWARAM

3 Km from Tiruchengattankudi.
RAMALINGESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Ramalingeswarar and the Goddess, Sarivarkuzhali. It is said
that Sri Rama worshipped the Lord here.Hence the Lord is
known as Ramalingeswarar. It is said that Rishi Mrigandu
also worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as Rama
Tirtham.

206. TIRUPPUGALUR

2 Km from Ramanatheswaram.
1. AGNISWARAR TEMPLE

This is a big temple having a huge tower. The Lord
adorning this temple is known as Agniswarar and the Devi,
Karuntharkuzhalammai The Lingamurti is in a slanting
position. It is said that Agnideva worshipped the Lord here.
Hence the Lord is known as Agniswarar.There is a sannidhi
for Vatapi Ganapati which is considered very important. The
tirth is known as Agni Tirth am. Tirunavukkarasu Nayanar

1 moksha here.
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2. VARDHAMANISWARAR TEMPLE

This is situated inside the Agniswarar Temple on the
northern side. The presiding deity is known as
Vardhamaniswarar and the Devi, Karuntharkuzhali. Muruga
Nayanar was born here. It is said that Badal (clouds)
worshipped the Lord here.

207. TIRUPPANAIYUR

8 Km from Tiruppugalur via Nannilam Railway
Station.

SOUNDARA NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Soundaranathar and the Goddess, Periyanayaki. It is
believed that the Lord gave darshan to Sundaramurti
Nayanar in His dancing pose. It is said that Mahalakshmi
worshippedthe Lord here. The tirth is known as Mahalakshmi
Tirtham.

208. TIRUKONDISWARAM

4 Km from Tiruppanaiyur via Nannilam Railway
Station.

PASHUPATISWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Pashupatiswarar and the Devi, Santanayaki. This is a
Swayambhu Linga. It is said that Kamadhenu worshipped
the Lord here. The tirth is known as Pashu Tirtham. There
is a sannidhi for Jwaradeswarar who cures all types of
fever and people especially worship him to get relief.
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209. NANNILAM
3 Km from Tirukondiswaram.
PRAKASESWARAR TEMPLE (MADAKKOIL)

This temple is built on an artificial hillock. The Lord
dwelling in this temple is known as Prakaseswarar and the
Devi, Prakaseswari. It is said that Suryadeva worshipped the
Lord here. ltis also said that Jalandasura gave alot of rouble
tothe people. They prayed to the Lord for relief. By His grace,
a huge swarm of honeybees raided the demon andkilled him.
Hencethe Lordis also known as Madhuvaneswarar. The tirth
is known as Suryakanta Tirtham.

210. KOOTHANUR

12 Km from Nannilam via Poonthottam.
SARASWATI TEMPLE

The presiding deity of this temple is known as
Goddess Saraswati. It is said that the famous Tamil Poet
Ottakoothar worshipped Her and obtained gnana.

211. TILATARPANAPURI

3 Km from Koothanur.
MUKTESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Mukteswarar and the Devi, Porkodinayaki. It is said that Sri
Rama and Lakshmana performed tarpans with ‘i’ for
Dasaratha and Jatayu here. Hence the place is known as
Tilatarapanapuri. The tirth is known as Chandra Tirtham.
There is no rajagouram or dwajastambham here. This
ancient temple is now in a dilapidated condition.
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212. MAKALAM

8 Km from Tilatarpanapuri via Poonthottam.
KALAKANDESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Kalakandeswarar and His consort, Pachainayaki. It is said
that Rishi Makalar worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is
known as Makalar Tirtham.

213. AMBAL

3 Km from Makalam.
BRAHMAPURISWARAR TEMPLE (MADAKKOIL)

This temple is built on an artificial hillock. The Lord
adorning this temple is known as Brahmapuriswarar and the
Goddess, Poonkulalnayaki. It is said that Brahma
worshipped the Lord here. Hence the Lord is known as
Brahmapuriswarar. The tirth is known as Brahma Tirtham.
Somasimara Nayanar attained moksha here.

214. PERALAM

10 Km from Ambal via Poonthottam.
SWAYAMBHU NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Swayambhunathar and the Goddess, Bhavani. This is a
Swayambhu Linga. It is said that Perala Maharishi

worshipped the Lord here and hence the place is known as
Peralam.
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215. TIRUMIYACHUR
2 Km from Peralam.
1. MUYARCHI NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Muyarchinathar and the Goddess, Soundaranayaki. It is said
that Suryadeva worshipped the Lord here and as prayed for
by him the Lord gave him darshan with Devi, sitting on an
elephant. Hence the Vimanam over the grabhagriham is in
the shape of an elephant. Devi is in the sitting posture. The
tith is known as Suryapushkarini. Rathasaptami day is
considered most auspicious for offering pujas to Suryadeva
here.

2. SAKALA BHUVANESWARAR TEMPLE (ELANKOIL)

This is situated inside the temple of Muyarchinathar.
The presiding deity is known as Sakalabhuvaneswarar and
the Devi, Minnumegalayal. It is said that Brahma, Sar ~ “ti
and Kali worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is k-
Saraswati Tirtham.

216. TIRUKOTTARAM

16 Km from Tirumiyachur via Peralam and
Kollumangudi.

IRAWATESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Irawateswarar and the Devi, Vandamarpoonkuzhali. Itis said
that Irawata worshipped the Lord here. Hence the Lord is
known as Irawateswarar. The tirth is known as Irawata
Tirtham. This is a small but very important temple.
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217. TIRUNALLARU

11 Km from Tirukottaram.
DARBHARANYESWARAR TEMPLE

The Lord of this famous temple is known as
Darbharanyeswarar and the Goddess,
Bhogamarthapoonmulayal. The Lingamurti looks like a
bundle of darbha grass. It is said that King Nala, along with
his wife Damayanti, went through untold suffering due to the
ill effects of the planet Saturn, which he was finally able to
get rid of by worshipping the Lord at this place. This is one
of the Sapta Vidanga Kshetras of Tyagaraja and His dance
here is known as Unmatha Natanam. A maragatha lingam
of Tyagaraja known as Nagara Vidangar is specially
worshipped daily. This place is also known as Sani
Kshetram. Sani Bhagwan has an exclusive shrine here and
is considered very powerful. Devoteesthrong here especially
on Saturday and offer pujas with great devotion. Special
pujas are held once in 27 months when Sani changes
position in the Rasi chakram. The tirth is known as
Brahmadanda Tirtham.

218. DHARMAPURAM

4 Km from Tirunallaru on way to Karaikal.
YAZHMURI NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Yazhmurinathar and the Devi, Madhuramminnambikai.
According to the legend, Tirugnanasambandar was used to
singing hymns on the Lord with the accompaniment of Bana
on the ancient musical instrument known as Yazhi. Bana’s
relatives thought that Gnanasambandar could not have sung
so well without the help of Bana. Such a view adopted about
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His bhakta was too much for the Lord to bear. With His
blessings, Gnanasambandar sang a cong in the metre
‘Yazhmuri’ which could not be played on the Yazhi by Bana.
The relatives of Bana realised their folly of having slighted
the greatness of Gnanasambandar. Hence the Lord isknown
as Yazhmurinathar. It is said that Dharmaraja, Brahma and
Rambha worshippedthe Lord here. Thetirth isknown as Kali
Tirtham.

219. KARAIKAL

2 Km from Dharmapuram. There are two important
temples.

1. KAILASA NATHAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Kailasanathar and the Devi, Sundarambal. This is a
Swayambhu Linga. There is a sannidhi for
Karaikkalammayar, a woman saint, to whom ‘Mukti’ was
given by the Lord directly. A mango festival is celebrated here
in her honour every year.

2. PARVATISWARAR TEMPLE (TIRUTELICHERI)

This temple is situated about 1 Km from the
Kailasanathar Temple. The Lord glorifying this temple is
known as Parvatiswarar and the Goddess, Satyambal. It is
said that Devi Parvati worshipped the Lord here. Hence the
Lordis known as Parvatiswarar. The tirth is known as Parvati
Tirtham.

220. TIRUVETTAKUDI

7.5 Km from Karaikal on way to Trangambadi.
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TIRUMENI ALAGAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Tirumenialagar and the Goddess, Santanayaki. It is said
Arjuna worshipped the Lord here and the Lord gave him
darshan as a hunter. The tirth is known as Alagu Tirtham.

221. NAGAPATTINAM

29.5 Km from Tiruvettakudi via Karaikal and Nagore.
KAYAROHANA SWAMI TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Kayarohanaswami. He gave moksham to Pundarika
Maharishi bodily (Kaya Arohana) and, to mark this, there is
a mandapam called Mukti Mandapam. The Goddess is
known as Neelayadakshi. The idol of the Goddess is said to
have been brought from the region of the Nile Riverin Egypt.
The sannidhi of the Goddess is also very famous and
considered as one among the Saktipeethas. It is said that
Nagaraja worshipped the Lord here. Hence the place is
known as Nagapattinam. This is one of the Sapta Vidanga
kshetras of Tyagaraja and His dance here is known as Para-
vara-taranga Natanam. A gomedaka lingam of Tyagaraja
known as Sundara Vidangar is specially worshipped daily.

“he tirth is known as Sarva Tirtham. Athipathi Nayanar was
here.

222. SIKKAL

5 Km from Nagapattinam on way to Tiruvarur.
NAVANEETA NATHAR TEMPLE (MADAKKOIL)

This temple is built on an artificial hillock. The Lord
adorning this temple is known as Navaneetanathar and the
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Devi, Velnedunkanni. It is said that Kamadhenu, the divine
cow, stayed here and its never-ending flow of milk solidified
into butter. Rishi Vasishtha, the owner of the cow, made a
Linga out of the butter and worshipped it. But when, later, he
wanted to lift the linga, he found that it had stuck at the spot
(Sikkikondathu in Tamil). Hence the place is called Sikkal.
There is a sannidhi for Lord Muruga known as
Singaravelavar, which is very famous. It is said that
Subramanya received the ‘Vel' (spear), a single headed
weapon of immense powers, from his mother Velnedunkanni
at this place to fight with Surapadma. It is said, even today,
one can see the marvel of His forehead getting dotted with
sweat during the Skanda Sashthi festival of the temple when
the unique presentation of the ‘Vel’ is formally re-enacted.
There is also a sannidhi for Kolavamana Peruamal. The tirth
is known as Navaneeta Tirtham.

223. KILVELUR

6 Km from Sikkal on way to Tiruvarur.
AKSHAYALINGESWARAR TEMPLE (MADAKKOIL)

This temple is built on an artificial hillock. The Lord
glorifying this temple is known as Akshayalingeswarar and
the Devi, Vanamulainayaki. It is believed that Akshaya Deva
worshipped the Lord here. Hence the Lord is known as
Akshayalingeswarar. It is said that Parvati in the form of Kali
protected Her son Subramanya’s penance from all the five
sides including the sky. Hence she is known as
Panchamukha Ambal. She has a separate sannidhi in the
first prakara and is considered to be a Varaprasadi. The
sannidhi of Subramanya is also considered very important.
The tirth is known as Akshaya Tirtham.
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224. THEVUR

6 Km from Kilvelur.

DEVAGURU NATHAR TEMPLE (MADAKKOIL)

This temple is built on an artificial hillock. The Lord
dwelling in this temple is known as Devagurunathar and the
Goddess, Madhurabhashini. It is believed that Devaguru
Brihaspati worshipped the Lord here. Hence the Lord is
known as Devagurunathar. It is said that Indra, Gautama
Rishi and Ahalya also worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is
known as Brihaspati Tirtham.

225. KANRAPUR
9 Km from Thevur via Adamangalam.
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