










































































































































POONA AND ITS BATTLEFIELDS 

six English soldiers and a few sepoys killed and 
wounded. 

. On the way out to Chakun the village of 
Bhosari is passed eight miles froin Poona, and 
is worth making a halt at to see some curious 
and very ancient circles formed of large rough 

Colonel Deacon's Breach, Chakun Fort. 

bO':llders, . and the equally curious "hero" 
stones set up near them, and the village. It 
appears that this village . and in the 
far-off past before the Christian era, was dedi­
cated to . Vetal the Ghost God, and . .leadipg 
members of village communities in this vicinity 
were 'brought ,here for burial. . 'For instance, 
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on· one of these so-called "hero" . stones is 
rudely carved the figure of a man lying ~ead 
with three cows above him-. meaning that he 
lost his life in a cattle raid. On another is 
represented a man on foot with bow and arrows 
who fights three others -with spears. The most 

Ancient Stone Burial Circle at Bhosari. 

. . 
complete of the boulder circles stands near the 
road on the so:uth side, and has a grave of 
roughly dressed stones in ,the centre. . The 
remains of several small and ancient Hindu 
shrines stand near these circles. Although 
difficult if not impossible to assign any dates 
to these rude enclosures, it seems certain they . 
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are monuments to the dead, bones, having been 
dis<!o\l'ered on digging in them, and that the 
ancients held this locality for some reason or 
other to be particularly desirable for burial 
purposes. Feasts were held here annually in 
honour of Vetal the Ghost God. Savants tell 
one these rude circles, were the precursors of 
the Buddhist "stupa," or burial mound 'with 
encircling rails, and that they were originally 
set up to p'revent evil spirits from disturbing 
the dead. Another of these large circles of 
boulders can be seen on a spur of the low hills 
to the east of the Satara road and about two 
miles from the city. 

Singarh, which we all know at least by 
sight, domipating the country from a height 
of 4600 feet to the south-west, and 15 miles 
from Poona by way of the Karakwasla Lake,. 
has also heard English guns and e~perienced a 
bombardment besides that at the little fight 
previously alluded to at the foot of the hill. 
The hostilities commenced by the Peishwa in 
1817 and his flight after Kirkee had given 
employment to a large number of our troops, 
of which the Reserve division was ,ordered 
south under General l\iunr,? against Satara. 
This important centre of l\Iaharatta intrigue 
and power unexpectedly surrendered without 
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a blow, thus. at once releasing troops to reduce 
the principal hill forts in this neighbourhood. 
Accordingly, a force of 4100 of both Madras 
and Bombay Artillery, Infantry, and Pioneers 
under General Pritzler was detailed to proceed 
against Singarh. They approached it from 
south, -the main body camping in the valley 
below, the 2/9th Bombay Infantry and a 
regiment of horse being sent round to hold the 
north exit towards ·Poona. The fort is of 
irregular form, about 1000 yards long by 800 
broad, and is of great strength, particularly 
on the north, where the steepness of the hill­
sides precludes .any possibility of successful 
attack. It was held by some 1500 to 2000 men. 
On the 20th of Febtuai'Y 1818 the in'9'estment 
was started, and reconnaissance showed attacks 
to be feasible only on the south and west. 
Accordingly, working parties were distributed 
and batteries arranged for on the eastern and 
western ridges, which were gained with but 
slight opposition. ,By the 24th both batteries, 
containing 4 mortars, :3 howitzers, and 2 12-prs., 
were ready and opened their fire at daybreak. 
By the 27th two other batteries were arranged 
for on two small intermediate spurs running 
up to the" Konkan. Darwaza," which it was 
intended to breach. Th~ battery on the east 
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ridge was located about 600 yards from the 
precipitous corner to the left as one' climbs -to 
the Poona gate and near the top. There are 
traces ' here of the rough roatl made ~o get the 
guns up 'by. By the 28th another 'battery 

View of the Konkan "Darwaza at Singarh, breached by the English 
in March 1818. 

with 2 18~prs. <?pened fire against the southern' 
face, so five batteries ' in all were pounding that 
side' of the defences from the 24th of February to 

, , the 28th, the enemy returning the fire briskly 
and managing to damage seriously our battery 
opposite the Konk~n Gate, which was repaired 
again by the 28th. ali' the ist of March the 
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bombardm~nt was suspended as a white flag was 
hoisted, and two 1\laharatta officers came out 
to treat. Articles 'of capitulation were drawn 
up with which the officers returned, but as no 
reply was received after three hours the guns 
opened again, and on the 3rd of March, it being 
seen that a breach would soon be practicable, 
orders were issued for the assault that afternoon. 
A party from the fort, however, arrived about 
noon, and terms were finally arranged. Edward 
Lake, in his Sieges'of the :bladras Army, tells us 
that 8 18-prs., 5 mortars, and 2 howitzers 
expended 1417 shells and 2300 IS-pound shot 
during this siege. The losses on both sides 
appear to have been trifling. It is recorded tha.t 
the prize property found in this fort amounted 
to 50 lakhs of rupees and a valuable golden 
image of Ganesha-it would be interesting to 
lrnow what became of the latter. 

In Singarh fort stands a memorial put up 
by Sivaji in Honour of his great friend Tannaji 
'1\lallisre, who was killed in the famous escalade 
of the place' in 1670. The account of this 
daring enterprise can be found in Gr~nt Duff's 
history. Briefly, the fort was held for the 
l\loghuls by a celebrated soldier Uday Bawan, 
with' a choice body of Rajput troops number­
ing some 2000 odd. Determined to seize this 
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important stronghold Sivaji sent Ta~aji with 
a selected 1000 of his favourite l\Iawuli foot­
soldiers against it. These, proceeding by 
wooded valleys from Rajgarh, arrived "below 
Singarh unnoticed by the enemy, and selecting 
the most precipitous and difficult corner, VIZ. 

Memorial Stone to Tannaji Maliisre in Singarh Fort. . " 

that which we see to the right facing the hill 
from " Poqna, as being less likely to be well 
watched, they climbed after dark to the foot 
of the rock. Here l\Iaharatta accounts say 
that Tannaji sent up a "Gorpar," the larg.e 
Iguana lizard, 'with a light cord round it.. The 
creature reached the top; when the cord was 
twitched and the frightened "Gorpar'~ clung 
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firmly to the rock so that a light-youth could 
climb up with its a~sistance. lIe then lay 
down, and pulled up the light cord to,,,hich stout 
ropes were attached and made fast to a rock. 
The l\Iawulis then quietly ascended, each ly-ing 
do"\\'Il as he got in, and S6me three hundred odd 

The P~na Gate at Singarh Fort. 

were thus waiting with Tannaji when some­
thing attracted the attention of the Rujputs, 
and one -advanced who -was immediately 
brought down by a l\Iawuli arrow. Hoping 
still to surprise the garrison, Tan~aji's party 
dashed forward to be met by a large party of 
Rajputs armed, and in the fierce hand-to-hand 
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struggle Tannaji was. slain, and his men were 
pressed back to where the ropes were. Here 
Sooryaji, their fallen leader's brother, had 
already ascj~nded with most of the remainder, 
and learning of Tannaji's death he rallied the 
l\lawulis to avenge his loss, and declared the 

View along the Great Dam of the Karakwasla Lake, below Singarh. 

ropes le~<ling dQwn had been cut away. The 
l\Iaharattas· dashed forward again, their war­
cry· " Har Har l\Iahadeo" !eso~ding. through 
the fort, and with a supreme effort overcame 
Ud~y Bawan's men. They then arranged a 

. bonfire which· was to signal success to Sivaji 

. watching at Rajgarh through the night, and 
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when morning broke it was found over a third 
of the Mawulis had been killed, and close on 
600 Raj puts. Sivaji grieved long over the 
loss of his friend Tannaji, who was cremated 
where the stone now stands and where his 
widow committed "suttee"; and to every one 
of the remainder of the escaladers he gave a 
silver bangle in memory of the action. I have 
been told some of these, are still to be found 
amongst the descendants of those formidable 
Mawuli soldiers, who regard them as venerated 
heirlooms. . 

Leaving a garrison of two companies of 
Native Infantry at Singarh, Pritzler next 
moved against Purandhar fort, having a sharp 
action ,at, and bombardment of, the fortified 
pal~ce in Saswad town; the marks of. the shot 
being still seen all over the east wall, which, of 
extraordinary thickness, resisted the bombard­
ment. The place, .however, soon gave in; and 
the column turned against Purandhar~ which 
appeared a stupendous task, powerful fortifica­
tions' crowning the curiously scarpe'd hill-tops 
of Wazigarh ,the lesserf and of Purandhar the 
main fort. With infinite labour guns were 
dragged up what we call the Saswad spur, and 
two batteries pounded Wazigarh for three days, 
when it fell; and as this fort more or less com-

72 



POONA 'AND ITS BATTLEFIELDS 

manded the main one the l\Iaharattas capitu­
lated with slight . show of resistance. Saswad 
and Purandhar are both well worth visiting, 
being ' only 20 and 27 miles 'respectively from 
Poona. A. good motor road leads to the foot 

East W all of Saswad Palace with English cannon-shot holes of 
March 1818. 

of the , hjll, whence a climh, of 'I i Ihiles . brings 
one to the Bini Darwa;za in the wall of the lower 
fort. The upper or main fort, with its bastions 
and gateways, is of great strength, and from 
the ancient Hindu temple at the highest point 
(about 4600 feet) a magnificent view is obtained, 
ranging over Kirkee to Lohgarh in the north, 
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and to Satara and -l\iahableshwar -in the south, 
the intervening area being filled with a tangled 
mass of lower hills ' and _ valleys. This old 
fortress has seen , much severe ~ghting and 
many ~ieges, notably that of Dilere Khan, one 

General View of Purandhar Hill and Fortress. 

of Aurangzeb's best Generals, when in 1665, . -

after weeks of cannonading from the Waz,igarh 
hill 'and a furious attack by the Moghuls up 
the spur on which the hospit~l now stands, 
Sivaji had to capitulate. There is a story 
concerning the building in olden times of the 
upper gateway overlooking- the hospital. No 
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stable foundation seemed possible and the gate­
way collapsed several times. Priests then · ad­
vised the wealthy Purandhari Raja that the 
burial of a large sum of money might ensure 
stability, and several lakhs of rupees were sunk 

View of Wazigarah Hill looking down on Convalescent Depot from 
south-east bastion of Purandhar. 

in the. ground, but to no effect. At last, at 
priestly advice, the Raja caused a little bqy 
and girl to be buried one on each side of the 
gate, which' from then on remained strong in 
position. The story of the buried' treasure, so 
strongly believed in by the people, caused 
Government to permit . a party of Pio~eers 
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many years ago to proceed there and excavate . 
for the supposed treasure, but -the priests from 
the teIIiple on the hill aboye begged for dis­
continuance of' the work, their request being 

' acced~d to . . . 

A small . pamphlet has been written on this · 

Temples at Saswad. 

interesting old fortress by a former Com­
p1andant which will be of use to visitors, 'who 
can obtain it from the Convalescent Depot 
there. :. 

The Rest Hou~e at Saswad was. formerly 
another ,country residence, of the Peishwas, 
'and . here, after Napier's campaign. on the 
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lower Indus, the . chief l\lirs of Scinde were 
interned. 

Perhaps . it is not generally known by those 
ridirig, driving, or hunting near Harapsa, three 

Temple in Siiswad,Palace. 

miles out on- the Sholapur road; that this 
ground was in 1802 the scene · of a remark­
able battle between Jeswant Rao Holkar, and 
Scindia with Bhaji Rao's combined forces . . The 
formert whose brother had been barbarously 
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murdered by llhaji Rao, ca"rne from Ahmed­
nagar against Poona, but finding ,Scindia's f~rce. 
barring the direct route he made a detour via 
Jejuri, and rapidly descending the Rfljwari 
Pass (where the Belgaum line now runs) was 
able to reach a point near Loni unopposed. 
Scindia's force not meeting them near Serur, 
had returned to Poona and camped about 
Ghorpuri. On the 25th of October the two 
forces approached each other-·Holkar having 
14 trained battalions in 3 brigades .under 
English officers, notably Colonel Vickers and 
Majors Armstrong and Harding, 'Yith 25,000 
cavalry and 5000 regulars. Scindia had not 
m:uch less officered by FrenchIJ?en, out inferior 
in infantry. The fight opened at 9.30 A.M. 

a little south· east of Harapsa village with a 
fierce cannonade, and Scind!a's cavalry in a 
grand charge discomfited the opposing force) 
who were with difficulty rallied by Holkar 
in person. These eventually got the upper 
hand. ]\!eanwhile Vickers' brigade had routed 
six of SciI\dia's units who had no Europeans 
to lead them, and were then confronted by four 
veteran battalions of De Boigne with four 
French officers. These, stood their ground, 
and a very stiff fight took place until three of 
the French officers were killed and a charge of 
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cavalry led by Holkar broke them up with 
heavy loss. ComplHe success attended Holkar, 
who captured the bulk of Scindia's guns, 
baggage, and stores. Bhaji Rao fled to Singarh 
with some 7000 of his men. Holkar humanelv ., 
declined to enter the ,city and withdrew his 
victorious troops -after the fight; whereupon 
some battalion~ flushed with success pressed 
on to pillage and loot the city, and it is said 
were only stopped by Holkar advancing some 
of his. guns near 'Vanowri and turning them 
on to the mutinous troops, which brought 
them to heel. A fresh treaty being not yet 
completed between the English and the Peishwa, 

• owing to the latter failing to pay for the upkeep 
of the Subsidiary Force, these took no p~rt in 
this affair, but were 'in their lines at" Garpir" 
with the opposiDg cavalry at the end of the 
battle, fighting close round the Cantonment. 
Colonel Close had displayed the British flag at 
prominent points, which was respected. Im­
mediately after this the Peishwa sent a definite 
agreement binding himself to cede 25 lakhs 
of annual revenue for the proper support of 
the British Sub.sidiary Force. Colonel Close, 
the day after the batJ;Ie, paid a visit to the 
victor, and records how he' found HoIkar in a 
small tent, ankle-deep in mud, wounded in the 
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body by a spear and with a sabre-cut in the 
head which he got from an artilleryman in one 
of the charges. It was this redoubtable Chief 
who opposed Lake in the battle of Delhi the 
following year: and ~ho was later pursued to 
the Sutlej where he surrendered. Bhaji Rao 
fled to Bombay, where he made fresh agree­
ments with Government called the treaty of 
Bassein, by which he sacrificed his independence 
as the price of British protection. 

The Bombay-Poona road, which, in the 
vicinity of Chinchwad and Talegaon, .we know 
so well from manreuvres, has also seen stirring 
,times, when in 1778, in order to counteract 
French intrigues and establish English influence, 
the Bombay Government sent their first force 
into this part of the Deccan. 

The Government's force sent in 1778 coit­
sisted of 591 European soldiers, 2?00 sepoys, 
and 1500 gun lascars with various sorts of 
guns under· command of a ~olonel Egertot:l, 
and it came to ~i~al grief through dilatorines~ 
and mismanagement. The advance guard of six 
Grenadier companies of Native Corps reached 
and established themselves in Khandalla on 
the 22nd of November. 1778, under a Captain 
Stewart, who proved the one shi¢ng light in 
a tale of disaster, and whose name still figures 
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in Maharatta village songs' as " Stewart Phak­
ray" or Hero Stewart, from the way he and 
his held out alone against the Maharattas, 
enduring numberless fights' and losses during 
the month in which the supine Egerton sat at 
Panwell, unable either to make up his mind or 
formulate plans. Stewart was killed in a sharp 
fight just below the Karli Caves in the first 
conflict after the main body reached Khandalla 
on the 4th of January 1779., and when Egerton 
at last advanced on to the plateau. His progress 
like his mind was slow even to apathy, and was 
made at a remarkable rate of three-quarters of 
a mile a day, which gave the enemy constant 
opportunities of harrying his force and causing 
considerable losses. Mahadaji Scindia and the 
Peishwa had' sent forward their main body of 
50,000 troops to Chinchwad, expecting daily 
to meet Egerton; but as he did not appear 
this force again advanced to near T~legaon, 22 
miles from Poona, and where, in mid-January, 
Ege~on's for~e arrived. Here, confronted by 
Scindia's army, his heart failed him; and in 
spite of information brought by reliable spies 
that the enemy did not intend to give battle, 
and th~ entreaties o( S<?me. of his officers, 
Egerton suddenly ordered a. retreat, stating 
that the numbers and determined attitude of 
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the enemy did not justify his attacking. The 
fatal orders were given, the retre~t began, and 
so did Scindia's advance; for he, gauging the 
situation, hurried forward his horse who closed 
round Talegaon before Egerton could get clear. 
During the night the Mah{tratta infantry arrived, 
and Egerton, to facilitate his movements, had 
most of his guns thrown into. the lake to, the 
south of the village. At mid-day on the 12th 
of January Scindia's infantry had reached 
the vicinity of Wadgaon and engaged Egerton's 
-advance guard as they approached that village. 
The English column all that day was heavily 
attacked on all sides, the weight of the chief 
assaults falling on the late Captain Stewart's 
companies and two guns, now commanded by 
Captain Hartley.- This detachment again 
~ought splendidly, the records say even drawing 
admiration from Scindia himself, who said,. 
" That red wall builds itself up again as soon 
as bits of it fall down." Hartley's supreme 
efforts kept the l\laharattas at bay until 
Wadgaon 'was gained by the now almost de­
moralized main body. Here for a day the force 
had a little respite till Scindia's guns got on to 
the place, and his infantry were able to effect 
an entrance. On this Egerton and Cockburn 
deputed l\lr. Farmer, a civilian secretary, to 
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treat. The tel'1lls Scindia imposed were humili­
ating, and implied the handing over of all 
English territory acquired since 1772, together 
with the r~venues of Broach and Surat, and 
the giving up of certain l\Iaharatta chiefs who 
had fought on· our side. Hartley pleaded in 
vain for one more big" scrap," but Mr. Carnac, 
the civil official with the force, went to Scindia 
and conclude91 the treaty on these disgraceful 
terms. Ce~'in English officers were left as 
hostag~/ and the beaten dispirited troops 
retireil on Bombay, where Government at once­
repudiated Carnac's treaty of Wadgaon.1 The 
English prestige and position were not long 
-after restored by General Go~dard, who, after 
his remarkable march across India with a 
Bengal Division, hammered the Maharattas 
at Surat, and at Bassein near Bombay. He then 
proceeded towards Poona, and after a successful 
action near Khandalla the Maharattas caved in 
and executed another treaty with the British 
Govermnent. 

Here let me digress, as the mention just now 
of Captain Stewart~s place of decease, Karli, 
brings to mind the very ancient and remark­
able shrines of worship here, which can be 

1 It mal-here be noted that the village of Wadgaon has otherwise 
a historical interest in the fact it is the place of origin of the famous 
Holkar family. 
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visited · in a day's outing by . raii . to Lonavli, 
and thence a tonga drive of 51 miles, or direct 
by motor from Poona. These rock-cut temples 
and "viharas " are reached after a short climb 
from where the tongas are left, and are emi~ 
nently worth seeing. The main temple is ex~a-

Interior of Chaitya at Karli. 

vated far into the solid rock with a degree of 
exactness and grace which makes one marvel 
how the work was ever accomplished with 
.. only the rough chisels and hammers of the 
pre - Christian era. Professor Kennedy, who 
has gone deeply into this interesting subject, 
states the only tools used by t,he anci~nt 

Hindus in these gigantic unde~akings were 
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simply a small chisel and an iron mallet, the 
former often made tapering to a fine round 
point, and the head of the latter having a deep 
hollow filled with lead. ' "With such simple 
tools;" he says, "they scooped out the granite 
rock 'and fashioned the artificial caves into the 

Entrance in hill-side to the Karli Chaitya. 

marvellous works we now see. It is most 
improbable that the early Hindu workers . in 
stone ' had any other implements." In this 
laborious way have they left imperishable 
memorials of their patient skill; and the wonder 
is, considering the length of time tak~n to 
complete any of these wqrks, which probably 
no man ever saw begtm and finished in his' 
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lifetime, that these operations were carried 
through to the fulfilment of the original ideas. 
Every portion far into the cave recesses is in 
keeping with the first ideas, which naturally 
show themselves near the outer surface of the 
rocky hill-sides, and the main intention must 
have been most carefully impressed on each 
succeeding superinten<Jing architect and work­
man. 

Four miles across the valley is another set 
of cells, and a temple at Bhaja, three-quarters 
of an hour's walk from Malavli Station, which 
should also be ~een. The latter temple is 
smaller than that at Karli, but the whole 
setting of these caves is far prettier, being on 
a wooded hill-slope closely overlooked by t~e 
frowning walls of the Visapur and Lohgarh forts. 

A peculiarity of the Bhaja excavations lies 
in the group of fourteen huge dagobas, memorial 
or relic monoliths cut out of the solid rock and 
left standing on the open hill-side. Ferguson 
puts the date of the excava:tions at Karli at 
about the year 80 B.C., those at Bhaja 120 
years earlier, and says they may have occupied 
40 to 50 years in the making. Before visiting 
these interesting places it would be well to 
look into Ferguson'.s and Burgess's book on 
Indian archaeology for a detailed description. 
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Seventeen miles out on the Bombay road 
from Poona, viz. on the north end of Shelawadi 
hill, and reached by a s,hort climb to the saddle · 
connecting .the smaller with the larger hill: 
another series of "viharas" and a plain un­
adorned "chaitya" or temple . can be seen. 

Diigobas ·cut out of. the rocky hill-side at Bhiija . . 

These are Buddhist,. though in later days 
votaries. of Shiva have used the temple and 
set up an altar and. a Nandi, and are of earlier 
date again than tho'se previously · mentioned . . 
They are cut into the face of a precipitous 
. rocky hill-side overlooking an extensive and 
beautiful view across the fe~ile Pauna valley 
to . the hills of the G~at l\Iahta, and' can 
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be visited in an afternoC?n's motor or bicycle 
run. 

According to Ferguson and Douglas these 
rock-cut temples, ,w~th their marvellous carv­
ings, in many cases as clear-cut still as if the 
work of a few years back instead of thousands, 
were preserved, after the Buddhist religion 
and its' votaries had passed away, by falls of 
earth which blocked up the entrances and so 
preserved the stone from the wear and tear of 
weather. But they do not tell'us who searched 
for and uncovered them again,_ which it would 
be interesting to know. We only came to 
Bombay in 1669, and yet ten years later the 
cave-temples at Kanheri in Salsette were known 
to us, as witnessed by the name~ of an English­
woman and three men (John Butfer, Anna 
Butfer, K. Bates, John Shaw) carved on the 
leg of one of the huge figures of Buddha with 
the date 1678. Messrs. Wales and Daniel, two 
painters who visited India between 1790 and 
1800, are the earliest English to depict these 
marvels of ancient times which had then been, 
it would seem, uncovered; and the only 
European before them who saw and recorded 
his impressions of any of these ?ld places of 
worship seems to have been a. Frenchman, 
l\{onsieur Thevenot, a;bout 1666. Did he start 

88 



POONA AND ITS BATTLEFIELDS 

a series of excavations, and how did he know 
where to begin? 

Those visiting Talegaon sllOuld not fail to 
continue some three miles along the N asik 
road, where the fine old l\foghul fort of Induri 
stands, guarding the ford of. the ~ndrayani 
river, n'9w span~ed by a masonry bridge . . 

Interior of Induri Fort and Main Gate. 

In the early part of 1803 General WeHesley 
was with a portion ' of thel\fadras. ~my in the 
neighbourhood of Bellarv, w'here he had been . . . 

settling the country after his successful pursuit 
of the ~otorious l\faharatt~ freeboote" Doondia 
'Vaugh, when a few months earlier dissensions 
a~d trouble arose in Poona. Jlolkar and 
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Amrut Rao both had designs on the place in 
the absence of the Peishw~ Bhaji' Rao, who, 
after the defeat at Harapsa, had fled to the 
English in Bombay, and was still al?sent. 
'\Vellesley was therefore ordered north with a 
force of 9700 men, including one European 
cavalry and two European irlfantry regiments, 
and started from Hurryhar on the 9th of March 
1803, and on the ] 5th of April was joined on 
the Nira River by Colonel Stephenson with the 
Nizam's Subsidiary force. The latter was then 
detached to head off Holkar's force coming south 
from Nasik, while Wellesley went on to Poona. 
Urgent advices from the Resident :r:eached him 
to push on and save the place from being 
sacked' and the Peishwa's family from injury. 
In response to this Wellesley on April 19th-20th 
made his famous march of 60 miles in 32 hours 
from Baramatti with 412 English and 1297 
Indian troops, approaching down the lesser Bhore 
Ghat (the Rajwari pass on the S.1\1. 3ailway), 
and appeared before Poona a~ the head of his 
cavalry on the 20th of April, when Amrut 
Rao (Bhaji Rao's brother) drew off decJining a 
conflict, Holkar's aid being still afar. Wellesley 
then said of himself that he had outdone the 
Maharattas themselves in rapid marching, and 
when we consider the heavy cloth uniforms of 
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those days, and the packs the men carried on 
them, the achievement was a notable one: 
\Vellesley's force was eI).camped here for some 
time, and it was during his stay here that he 
-laid out the high road running through Kalas 
to Shelawadi and on down the Bhore Ghat . 

. Induri Fort from the river. 

This latter descent his working" part~es graded 
and generally made easier, . though for ·some 
twenty odd years after: it was still too steep 
for carts, and Bishop Heber mentions having 

. in the early ," 'twenties" to leave his 'carriage 
. at Kampoli anq. walk up to Khandalla at the 

top, . 'coolies carrymg his baggage, till he "got 
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another carriage and was able to drive on to 
Poona. He speaks generally in praise of the . . 
highway from Bombay to Poona, with the 
exception of this asceht, whjch was then so 
steep that all travellers either walked or rode 
up, merchandise being carried up by coolies, 
fresh carts or cal'riages being obtained at the 
top. It is curious for us to find him recording 
then that " the road with all its inconveniences 
is probably sufficient for the intercourse which 
,~ither is, or is likely to be, between the Konkan, 
\.nd the Dekkan," and to compare his statement 
with present-day conditions and needs, About 
1826 it w~s re-aiigned and .improved by Sir 
John l\lalcolm. In late l\lay 1803 the Peishwa 
Bhaji Rao was escorted back to Poona from 
Bombay by ar,. English force of 2400 of all 
arms, including a wing each of the 78th and 84th 
Regiments under Colonel l\Iurray, 84th Foot, 
attended by Colonel Close the Resident. In the 
Marquis of Wellesley's History oj the lUaharatta 
TVaT it is recorded this force passed General 
Wellesley's camp in the vicinity of Dapuri, when 
a halt was made for interchange of courtesies. 
A week later the Peishwa was formally installed 
on the" musnud " with much ceremony, and 
B:mid the roaring of sal~tes fired by all the troops, 
English and l\Iaharatta, i~ and around Poona. 
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The sight of a l\Iaharatta camp and line, of 
march presented a remarkable spectacle in 
those days. l\Ir. Elphinstone, before becoming 
Resident in Poona, was at one time on 'Vel­
lesley's staff in the Intelligence Service, and 
was present at Assaye, Argaum, and Nagar, 
and vividly describes the spectacle of, a l\laha­
ratta force. Their camp, he says, was. an 
assemblage of every sort of tent of every shape 
and colour, spreading for miles over hill and 
dale. 'Vhen they marched, a sea of horse and 
foot poured over the country, often 15 miles 
long by 2 or 3. broad, with waving flags, beating 
tom-toms, mixed with a loose ·struggling mass 
of camels, elephants, bullocks, ~ancing - girls, 
traders, etc. 

\Vhile on this Poona-Bombay road the old 
fortress of LQhgarh, 5 miles this side of Lonavli, 
must not be forgotten and should be seen. It 
is best reached by motor 35 miles to l\Ialavli 
Station, whence 'a fairly easy climb of some 
1500 feet brings one in 4 miles to the main 
entrance on the south face of the hill just over 
the little village of Lohvadi. At the saddle 
between the two. fortified hills of Visapur on 
the left and Lohgarh on the right, close to the 
path, is a stone "chabutra" on which stand 
some roughly carved stone horses, and immedi-
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ately over this, high up the cliff, is a large hole 
right through the rocky spur. The lii1l is sacred 
to an Arab saint, SheikhUmar Avalia, who 
in far-off times, long , before the Mohamedan 
power was established in the e"arly part of the 
fifteenth century, came to these "parts as a 

_ The Upper Gateway at Lohgarh Fort. 

missionary: and drove out a Hindu ascetic who 
dwelt here. Th~" chabutra" marks where 
the Sheikh dismounted on arrival, and the 
hole 'in the spur is said to be the mark of his 
spear when he defied the Hindu. He was 
buried on the top of I.ohgarh, and his tomb is 
visited " annua1ly in Dece~ber by thousands 
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. of pilgrims. A little beyond this point the 
lowe~t of the four gateways, storied one above 
the other, is reached. These gateways have 
powerful flanking bastions and gun platforms, 
and must have formed a stupendous series of 
obstacles for any hostile force to overcome. 

The Spur at Lohgarh with Sheikh ~viilia's Spear-hole. 

The little plateau below the gate,vays, now 
covered with trees and jungle, was the site of . 
the H pettah " belonging to both forts, as the 
many plinths found about here woul,d go to 
prove.. At the top,. an~ close to the highest 
gateway, stands a picturesque ruined cenotaph 
in honour of Aurangzeb and one of his wives, 
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and all around are plinths of. dism~ntled 

buildings and caves and water-cisterns, exca­
vated originally by Buddhist monks who were · 
the first to make.a use of this hill about the 
second century B.C~ The hill-top is spacious 
and commands . most . superb views in every 

. Aurangzeb's ruined Cenotaph at Lohgarh. 

direction, the most remarkable of which is 
seen from the north, and where one looks down 
on to the long rock kn~wn as the Scorpion's 
Tall, which with its precipitous sides juts out 
1200 yards from ~he' main hill, and had a 
powerful battery a;rranged for at the extreme 
end called the" Scorpion's Sting." This rock 
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is only some 30 yards or so wide, and is pro­
tected by masonry parapets, and the gtlIls 
commanded - the entire country-side in this 
direction. A litHe below the highest point of 
the hill is to be seen a huge masonry water-tank 
b¢lt by Nana Farnavis when he owned the 

View looking down on the .. Scorpion's Tail " Rock .. 

fort. Colonel Prothero's troops emptied it in 
their search for treasure, and .as they never 
closed up the drain it has remained dry since. 
Both of these forts, which are among the 
most .ancient in the Deccan, have ·seen stirring 
times, but most · of their defenc-p were de­
molished about 1848 and the guns removed. 
On the open "ground dose t<;> Nana's tank, which 
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used to be the old artillery park, .one can still 
see bits of guns a1'1d stone cann.on l;>alls hidden 
in the grass. Here the famous sea pirate 
Angria in 1713 made one of his most famous 
and startling feats, when, after a rapid march 
through the Konkan hills, he be~ieged and 
assaulted Lohgarh and captured Byroo Punt 
the Peishwa within. The last of this nest of 
pirates which had harried the west coast for 
years was, as stated before, stamped out by 
Admiral Watson and Clive with a strong force 
in February 1756. The fort was improved and 
strengthened by French engineers, and was 
besIeged and bombarded in early 1818 by a 
forC"e under Colonel Prothero cpnsisting of 
strong detachments of the 2/4th and If6th and' 
1/9th Bombay Infantry, 17th Dragoons, and 
some details of native cavalry and infantry, 
with 7 mortars and 4 heavy guns. In ~Iarch 
1818 these· arrived under Lohgarh, and a little 
later were reinforced by detachments of the 2/6th 
and 2/1st Native Infantry and 300 men of 
89th Foot. A little skirmishing took place to 
drive in the hostile outposts, and before the 
guns could open the smaller fort of Vizapur 
gave in. Batteries were then pushed against 
the main fort of Lohgarh, which surrendered 
after a short bombardment, when several 

98 



POONA AND ITS BATTLEFIELDS 

buildin~ were set on fire and the magazine 
exploded. As one climbs over these precipitous 
hills one cannot but be filled with wonder. at 
the way big guns were hauled up seemingly 
impossible heights and got into position. Till 
1846 a Commandant and a British garrison 
were stationed here, after which it was aban­
doned as a military post. 

It was to this fort that Wellesley paid a visit, 
climbing with his staff from Lonavli to inter­
vi.ew in 1803 the widow of Nana Farnavis, 
Bhaji's famous Minister.l The object of the 
General's visit was to arrange for her pension, 
as a gracious act in view of the way the l\1inister 
had used his influence in favour of the English; 
and an old record states that she eventually 
drew a far larger pension from the Bombay 
Government, viz. Rs.1200 a month, than she 
was properly entitled to, owing to the General 
having found her exceedingly comely I In fact 
her name is the only one mentioned with any 
admiratiQn by Wellesley of all the ladies he 
came across in Bombay or the Deccan, when 
in one of his despatches he wrote: "She is 

1 Of this remarkable official of the last of the Peishwas 
Elphinstone records that he was the .. ablest of Indian: adminis­
trators, and had he possessed military talents equal to his civil 
capacity, he might have founded a new dynasty." He died in 
March 1800. 
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,very fair and very handsome, and well deserves 
to be the object of a treaty." 

A little touch of human na~ure which we 
are not usually accustomed to connect with the 
'Iron Duke. 

THE END 

Pn',.tetl /.,y R. &: Il. CLA;RX, LIMITED, EtlitJl"wgh. 
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